INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION
WASHINGTON

REPORT NO. 3755
THE BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAILROAD COMPANY
IN RE ACCIDENT
NEAR ENFIELD, ILL., ON
MAY 17, 1957




Date:

Raillroad:

Location:

Kind of accident:
Equipment Involved:
Train number:

Loecomotive number:

Consist:
Speeda:
Operetion:

Traclk:

Highway:

Weather:
Time:
Casuvalties:

Cauge:
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SUMMARY

May 17, 1957

Baltimore and Ohilo

Enfisld, T11l.

Collision

FPreight train : Motor-truck
Extra 690 West

Diesel-alectric
unit 690

7 cars, ceboose
15 m. p. h, : Undetermined
Timetable and traln orders

Single; tengent; 1.12 percent
descending grade westward

Tangent; crosses track at angle of 90°;
1.3 percent ascending grade northward

Clear

3:55 p. m.

1 killed; 4 injured

Motor-truck being driven onto track

immediately In front of approaching
train
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMIISSION

REPORT NO. 3758

IN THE MATTER OF MAKIWG ACCIDENT IMVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.

THE BALTINMORE AWD OHIO RATLROAD COMPANY

July 18, 1957

Accident near Enfield, T11., on May 17, 1957, caused by a
motor-truck beling driven onto the track lmmedlately 1n
front of an approachlng train.

REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONI

TUGGLE, Cormlssioner:

On May 17, 1957, there was a collision between a freight
traln on the Baltimore and Chilc Rallroad and a motor-truck
near a rall-highway grade crossling near Enfield, Ill,., which
resulted 1n the demth of the driver of the motor-truck, and
the injury of fowr traln-service employses.

1

Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Commerce
Act the above-entltled procveedling was referred by the Cormis-
slon to Commissioner Tuggle for consideratlon and dilsposltion.
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Locatlon of Accldent and Method of Operation

Thls accident occurred on that part of the St. Louls
Division extending between Shawneetown and Flora, I1l., 7L.0O
miles, a single-track line, over which trains are operated
by timetable, train orders, and a manusl block-signal system
for treins following pessenger tralns., At a point 32.0 miles
west of Shawneetown and 1.1 miles east of Enfield the railroad
is crossed at grade by U. S. Highway No. L60. The accident
occurred on the main track at a point [0 feet west of the
center-line of this highway. Timetable directions on the
rallroad are east and west, and these directions are used in
this report. In the vicinity of the poilnt of accldent a west-
bound train by timetable direction moves toward the north by
compass direction., The track is tangent throughout a distance
of 2.42 mlles immediately east of the point of mccident and
1.02 miles westward. The grade 1s 1.12 percent descending
westward at the point of eccident.

U. S, Highway No. 460 13 surfaced with bituminous material
to 8 wildth of epproximately 24 feet with a dirt shoulder approx-
Imately 7 feet in width on each side. It intersects the rail-
road at an angle of 90 degrees, Planks measuring 6 inches by
8 inches are laid on each side of each rall t -cughout the
width of the crossing, and the remaining area oI' the erossing
1s surfaced with bitumlnous material to the level of the tops
of the raills., The highway 1s tangent throughout a distance
of more than 1,000 feet 1mmediately south of the crossing and
several hundred feet northward, Throughout & distance of 1,000
Tfeet immediately south of the crossing the grade for north-
bound vehicles averages 1.)43 psrcent ascending.

A circular rallroad-crossing edvance warning sign 1is
located 20 feet 6 inches east of the center-line of the high-
way and 00 feet south of the track, This sign 1s 30 inches
in diameter and 1s mounted on two vertical supports 5 feet
above the level of the highway. It bears two diagonal lines
Intersecting at right angles and the letters "RR" in black on
& yellow backgroomnd. A standard ecrossbuck railrocad-crossing
sign 1s located L9 feet lj inches 2ast of tlis center-line of
the highway and 17 feet south of the center-line of the track.
This sign i1s mounted on a mast approximalely 7 feet 6 inches
above the level of the highway and besrs the words "RATILROAD
CROSSING" in reflectorizsd black lotters on a white background.
A plmilar sign 1s located in the northwest angle of the inter-
sectlon. A crossing-whistle sign for west-bound trains is
located 1,527 feet east of the crossing.,
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This carrier's operating rules read 1ln part as follows:

Engine Whistle Signals,

Ly, s+ % o
Note.--The signals prescribed are illustrated by
"o!" for short sounds and "--" for long sounds % #* %
Sound. Indication
# % ¢
(1) == == 0 —==- Approaching public crossings
at grade; to be prclonged or
repeated until crossing 1is
reached.
i+ +F I

18. The headlight willl be displayed to the front
of every train by day and night. # & &

33. The engine bell must be rung:
3t o 3%
Approaching and passing publie road crossings
at grade,

o3k 3F

L.aws Relating to Motor Vehicles, State of Illinols,
read Iln part as follows:

Artiecle VII, Paragraph 8.

The driver * i # of eny vehlcle cerrying exploslives or
flammeble liqulids as a cargo or part of a cargo, before
erossing at grade any track or tracks of & rallroad,
shell stop such vehicle within 50 feet but not less
than 10 fest from the nearest rell of such rallroad
and while sc stopped shall 1isten and look 1n both
directlons along such tracks for any epproaching train
# 3 % and shall not proceed until he can do so safely,

¥ % 4

The maximum authorized speed for freight tralns In the
vicinity of the point of accident 1s 35 miles per hour.
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Degerintion of Accldent

Extra 690 Uest, a wegt-bound freight train, consisted
of dlesel-elecctric unit 690, seven cers, and a cabooss.
This train departed from Nerras City, 24.9 miles west of
Shawneetown, the last open officc, at 3:40 p. m. Whille it
was moving at a speed of approximately 15 miles psr hour, 1t
gstruck a motor-truck at a point 32.0 mliles west of Shawnee-
town and 1.1 miles east of Enfield. The accident occurred
4o feet west of the point at which the railroad 1s crossed
at grade by U. S. Highway No. }60.

The vehlcle 1Involved was a three-unit tank truck con-
sisting of a Hendrickson tractor, a semi-traller, and a
traller owned and operated by Commerclal Transport, Inc.,
of Belleville, I1l. The driver, who was the sole occupant,
held T1llinois chauffeurts license No. 191-237. The treactor,
the seml-trailler, and the trailer bore 1657 Illincis licenses
X 825, ST 3148, and V 155, The tractor was powered by a
6-cylinder 175-horsepower diessel engine. All units of the
vehicle were equipped with air brakes. The light welght was
28,000 pounds, the total length was 49 feet, and the capacity
was 7,400 gallons, At the time of the accident the cargo con-
glsted of 7,100 gallons of gasoline. This vehlcls approached
the crossing from the south on U. S. Highway No. 460. A short
distance south of the crossing it turned toward the northwest,
and while moving at an undetermlined speed 1t moved onto the
track at a point 0 feet west of the center-line of the high-
way and was struck by Extra 690 West.

The locomotive and the front truck of the first car of
Extra 690 West werse derailed at a facing-point auxiliary-
track switch several feet west of the polnt of acclident. The
locomotive stopped upright and approximately in line with the
track with the front end 116 feet west of the point of ecci-
dent, There were no separations betwsen the units of the
train. The tractor was separated from the semi-traller and
stopped on the north side of the track 38 feet west of the
point of accldent. The semi-traller and the trailer stopped
on the south slde of the track and paraliel to it. The cargo
of the motor-truck became ignited, and the motor-truck was
destroyed, the locomotive was badly demaged, and the first
two cars of Extra 690 West were considerably damaged as a
result of the collilislon and the subsequent fire.

The enginser, the firemsn, the front brakeman, and the
Tlagman of Dxtra 690 West wers injured,

The weather was clear at the time of the accldent,
which occurred about 3:55 p. m.
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During the 30-day perlod preceding the day of the accil-
dent the averages dally movement over the crossing was 1 train.
During the 2L-hour period beginning at 12:01 a, m., June l,
1957, 1,465 automobiles, 733 motor-trucks, and 1 school bus
passed over ths crossing.

Diesel-electric unit 690 is of the road-switcher type.

Discusslion

As Extra 690 West was approaching the point where the
accldent occurred the enginemen and the front brakeman were
maintaining a lookout shead from thelr positlons in the con-
trol compartment of the locomotlve, the flagman was standing
in the control compartment, and the conductor was in the
caboose, The headlight was lighted brightly, The engineer
sald that the train passed the crossing-whistle sign east of
the point of accldent at a speed of approximately 35 milles
rer hour and that he then made a brake application which re-
duced the apeed to 15 or 17 mlles per hour as the locomotlve
closely approached the crossing. He sald that he began to
gound the grade-crossing whistle signal in the vicinity of
the crossing~whistle sign and that he prolonged the signal
until the accldent occurred, The locomotive bell was ringing
durlng this time. The engineer gsaid that as the locomotlve
was about to enter the crossing the front brakeman called a
warning, and he imnedlately placed the brake valve in emer-
gency positlion. From their posltions in the control compart-
ment nelther the engineer nor the flagman could see the truck
before the accldent occurred. The front brakeman was so
seriously injured in the accldent that he could not be ques-
tioned during this investigation., The fireman sald that when
the locomotive reached a point about 800 feet east of the
crossing he saw the motor-truck approaching. He estimated
that the speed of the train at thils time was 15 or 20 miles
per hour and that the truck was moving faster than the train,
He said that there was no apparent reduction in the speed of
the truck until it reached a point about 150 feet south of
the track. At thls time the driver apparently applled the
brakes, and after the speed was somewhat reduced he turned
the truck toward the left In an attempt to avold moving onto
the track. The fireman sald that when he saw that the truck
would not stop short of the crogsing he opened the emergency
brake valve. Apparently he took thls action at epproximately
the time that the front brakeman warned the engineer. The
conductor sald that when the traln reached a point about 1/h
mlle east of the crossing he saw the truck approaching at a
dlstance which he thought was about 1/2 mile south of the
crossing. He thought the speed of the truck was 50 or 60
miles per hour, When the truck reached a point about 1,200

L4
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feet south of the crossing it digeppearasd from his view
behind a knoll. The conducbtor was sealed on the right hand
side of the cupola, and from thls location he did not see
the truck as 1t closely approached the crossing.

A skid mark on the paved surface of the highway indl-
cated that the brakes of the motor-truck were appllied as the
truck was closely approaching the crossing. Thils mark began
at a polnt 1-1/2 reet east of the center-line of the highway
and 132 feet south of the center-line of the track and ex-
tended toward the northwest and off the edge of the paved
surface at a point 43 feet south of the track,

The driver of the truck was killed In the accident, and
the reason for his fallure to stop short of the crossing 1s
not known. e had heen employed In thls capaclty during a
period of somswhat over 3 years 1n the region in which the
accldent occurred and was famllier with the routes traversed.

After the aseldent occurred it was found that a west-
bound train approaching the croaslng was visible throughout
a distance of more than 1/2 mile imriediately east of the
crossing from s north-bound vehicle moving throughout a
distance of 1/2 mile immedimtely south of the crossing.

Cauge

Thls accldsnt was caussd by a motor-truck belng driven
onto the track immediately in front of an apprcaching train.

Dated at Washington, D. C., this eighteenth
day of July, 1957.

By the Commission, Commissloner Tuggie.

(SEAL) HARCLD D. MeCOY,

Secretary.
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