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Engine nuiders:
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Atlantic Coast Linc

May 9, 19047
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Valdosta, Ga.

Rear-end collislon

Freizht : Pasceazer
21O : 57

1751 ¢o151¢e

£9 cars, caboose 11 ecars

7 m. p. h. ¢ 25 m, », h.

11:47 ». m.
44 injured

3 are to provide adeauate orotection
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wrecedlinT train
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INTERSTATE CC.LIERCE COMIAISSION

IIVESTIGATION 0. 3108

‘TR OF MAXTINUG ACCIDEST TUVESTICATION REFORTS
CCIDENT REPCRTS ACT Oﬁ 1AY 6, 1910.

ATLANTIC COAST LIUE RAILROAD COMPAI'Y

June 30, 1947

Accident at Valdosta, Ja., on llay 2, 1947, caused by
failure to provide adequatsce prodeculon for the
nrecedins tialn.

1
REZPOIT OF TEZT COIfISSION

PATTERSON, Commigsioner:

Cn iay ©, 1947, trere was a rear-end collision
betireen a freiht train and 2 passenser train on the
Atlantic Cosst Line Railroad 2t Valdosta, Za., which
resvlted in the ingury of 17 passengers, 4 railiway-mali
OL”“ku, 20 emnlove=ss not on duty and 3 “raln-service

genployees.

1

Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Inte
ma>rce Act the above—-cntitled mroceeling was ref
Commigssion to Commissioner Patterson for concside
ilsnocition.
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Location of Accident and Method of Operation

This accident occurred on thet part ol the Southern
Division extending between Waycross and Thomasville, Ge.,

104 miles, a single-track line, over which trains are operated
by timetable and train orders. There is no block system in
use. At Valdosta, 60,6 miles west of Waycross, a single-track
line of the Georgia & Florida Railroad intersects the main
track of the Atlantic Coact Line at an angle of 48°, at a.
point 3,531 feet east of the station. The accident occurred
rithin yard limits on the main track at a point 0.43 mile

west of the east yard-limit sign, 1.35 miles east of the
station and Z,609 fest east of the crossing. The main track

is thFent t¢roughout a distance of 50 miles immediately east
of the point of accident, and 4 mlles westward. The grede for
west-bound trains is 0.77 perceat Gescending 1,200 feet,
prectically level 1,000 feet, cthen it is 0.34 perceat ascending
310 feet to the point of accident and 1,080 feet vestward.

A stop siga governing movenent of west-bound A,C.L. trains
over the G.& F. crossing is located immediately south of the
south rail of the main trock and 54 fecot east of the crossing.
At West Valdosta, 1.1 milcs wecst of Valdosta, a siding parallels
the main track on the south., The east switch of this siding
is 3,677 feet vest of thc station at Valdosta.

Opcrating rulce read in part as folloirs:

11. A fusce on or near the track burning red
nust not be passed vntil burncd out, ¥* ¥ ¥

19. The following signals will be displayed
¥, as markers, to indicate the rear of the

train:

%% W%

Lightg * ¥ *  ghowing yellor to thc front end
gide and red to the rear.

%%

35. The follouing signals will be used by
flagmen:

Night signals--A red light,
A vhite 11
Torpedoes
Fusces,

-
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72. Trains of the first class are superior to
hose of the second; trains of the second class
are superior to those of ile third; and so on,

‘

LI I

X2

86. An inferior train * * % must be clear at
the time a first-class train, in the same direction,
i1s due to leave the next station in the rear where
time' is showvn.

1. Unless some form of block signals is used,
Trains in the same direction must keep at least
Ten minutes apart, except in closing up at stations.

93, Witrin yard limits the main track may be
used, clearing the time of firsgt-class trains five
Minvtes,

*

e

L

stop within three hundred

98 (a). Trzins rus
* % prajilroad crossings at

(300) fcet of all *
grade, we Y 3%

%t

99, Vhen a trein stops uncer circumstances in
which it may be overtalzen by another train, the
flazman must go back immediately with flagman's
signals a sufficient distence to insure full pro-
tection, placing tvo torpedo~s, and when necessary,
in addition, disgplaying lighted fusees.

Wnen a train is moving under circumstances in
hich 1t may be overtaoken bty another train, the
flagman must take such cctlion as may be necessary
to iasure full protection. By night, or by day
vhen the view is obscured, lighted fusees nuct De
thrown off at proper intervals.

32,

W% S

Time-table special instructions read in part as follovs: .

Trains must stop at unprotected rallroad
crossings within: ‘

50 fert in Georgia * #* *_  If the way is
clear, they mav then proceed.
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FORMS OF TRAIN ORDERS
B

DIRECTIIG A TRAIN TO PASS OR RUN
AHEAD OF AUOTEER TRAIN

(3.) Extra 594 east run ahead of No 6 M to B,
he first-named train will run anecad of
the second-named train between the points
deslgaated.

%%

60 mi

In this territory the maximum avthorized specds ave
1
hour [

eeg per hecur for pacsenger truins and £0 miles per
or Treight trains.

Desgcription of Accident

Lo. 215, a west-pound trhird-class freight tralin, con-
sisted of engine 1781, 52 cars and a caboose. At Homerville,
34.6 miles east of Valdosta, the crew rcceived coples of tra’n
order Mo, 93 reading as follows:

No 215 run ahead of No 57 Homerville
to Test Valdostia.

Ho. 215 departed rrom Homerville at 10:47 p. m., 1 hour 7
ninutes late, pagsed Dupont, the last open office, 26.4 miles
east of Valdosta, at 11:04 p. m., 1 hour 4 minutes late, and
while 1t was moving at an estimated specd of 7 miles per hour
end preparing to stop in compliance uith the stop sign, located
immediately cast of the G.& F. crossing at Valdosta, the rear
end weae struck by No, 57.

No. 57, a west-bound first-class passenger train, con-
sisted of engine 1519, four express cars, one baggage-nail
car, onc-massenger-baggage car, four coaches and one sleeplng
car, in the order named., The seventh and eighth cars were of
steel-underframe construction and the remainder of the cars
were of all-steel construction. At Waycross the creow received
coples of train order No. 93. This train departed from
Vaycross at 10:28 p. m., 23 minutes late, Ceparted from Dupont
at 11:18 p. m., 24 minutes late, and vhile moving at an esti-
mated speed of 25 nmiles per hour it struck No. 215.
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The caboose and the resr car of No. 215 vere demolished,
The forty-third, the forty-fourth cars, and the front truck
of the forty-fifth car were derailed. hese cars and the
fifty—-eighth car were considerably demazed. The engine, the .
first ond second cars, and the front truck of the third car
of No. 57 wvere derailed. The first car was demolished, and
the remaiander of the dera’led equipment of this train vas
considerably damaged.

The engineer, the fireman and the flagman of llo. 57 were
injured.

The veather wes clear at the time of the accident, thich
occurred avout 11:47 p. m.

Discussion

The creuws of No. 57 and Fo. 215 held conies of a tralin
order authorizing No. 215, a third-class train, to run shead
of No. 57, a first-clasc nassenger train, from Homerville
to West Valdosta., No. 215 vas moving vithin yard limits
on the main trackx at an estimated speed of 7 miles per hour
end was preparing to stop short of the stop sign immediately
east of the G.& F. crossing at Vallosta whea the rear end vas
struck by Ho. 57,

As Yo, 57 was approaching Valdcsta the speed was about
€0 milcs ver kour. The air brakes had functioned vpropcrly at
21l points trhere used en route. The headlight rras lighted
brightly, and the enginenen were mzin%taining a lookout zhead.
The engineer was seriously injured in the accident, anc he wcs
vnable to make a staterient before the investigation wos completed.
The fireman said that when the engine reachcd a point about )
3,800 feet east of the point where the accident occurred tore
engincer made a light service brake-pipe reductron. No warning
signal was seen or neard until the engine was a few hundred
feet cast of the point vhere the accident occurred, when the
fireman sayr the lighted rec marker lamps of the preccding trair
cnd called a warning to the engineer. Then the fircman jumped
from the cngine, and he thought thie brazes had been applied in
ener jency at the time he left the engine. He cstimnated the
speeC of his train as about 25 miles per hour uvhen the collision
occurred. The baggageman was in the fifth car and he said
the brakes werce applied in cmergency Just before the impact '
occurrcd. The other members of the train crew trere not avare
of anything being wrong until the collision occurred.

As Yo, 218 was approaching the crossing at Valdosta the
conductor and the flagman were in the caboose. The flagman
said that wvhen the speed of the train was being reduced he
dropved a lighted red 10-minute fusce at a noint about 2-1/2
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s east of the point where the accident occurred. Vhen
he saw the reflection of the nsadlight of the following train
he lighted another fusee and attached it to the end sill at the
rear of the caboose. When the gpeed was reduced to about 8
miles per hour he alighted from the caboose, and was giving
stop signals with a lighted fusce from a point about 500 feet
east of the caboose vhen the engine of No, 57 passed hisg
location. After the accident *he residue of a freshly burned
fusce was found in a depression in the center of the tracik

and egainst the vest side of a tie, at a point 2.71 nmiles cast
of the point where the collision occurred. The position of
this residue incdicated that the reflection of the fusee might
have been somevhat obscured from the view of the enginemen of
No. 57. A wvitness who vas in the vicinity of the caboose of
No. 215 said that just prior to the collision ke saw two
persons jump from the cabocse. He did not see eny lighted
fusee on the rear of the cabooss or in the possesslon of the
perscns who Jumped from the caboose.

mil
e

= ®

In this territory trains are operated by timetable and
train ordcrs only. The only provision fpr spacing following
Trains is by the time-interval methiod enforced by operators
al open stations, and flagmen's signals. The rules required
that the following train be spaced at least 10 minutes behind
the preceding train. The train order vhich avthorized the

fhird-class train to run ahead of the first-class train modified

the provisions of the rulece which reauire that, outside of
yard-1imit territory, an iaferior train must be clear of the
main track at the ftime a following first-class train is due

to leave the last gtation in the rear where time is shown

and that vithin yard 1limits an inferior train must clear the
time of a following first-class train not less than 5 minutes,
but it did not restrict the movement of the Tollovring train,
The preceding train departed from Dupont, the last open office,
26.4 miles east of Valdosta, 14 minvtes hefore the Tollouing
train departed from Dupoat. Unless adequats flaz protection
as furnished by the crev of the preceding trein, there vas 1o
provision that prevented the follo'ring train from moving at
the maximun authorized speed of 60 miles per hour until it
reached a point where the spced was reguired to be reduced in
orGer that it could be stopnmed short of the G.& F. crossing

at Valdosta., If an adequate block system rad been in use, the
pessecnger train would have been required to stop at the signal
at the entrance to the occunied block, and the accidcnt might
have been provented,

S
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Causge

I% is Tound that this accident weg caused by failure
to provide adecuate protection for the preceding train.

Dated at “aslington, TC. C., this thirtieth
day of June, 1847,

By the Commiscion, Commissioner Patterson.

( SEAL) W. P. BARTEL,

Secretary,



