INTERSTATE COMIERCE CCMMISSION

WASHINGTON

INVISTIGATION 10, 3170
ATLANTIC COAST LINE RAILROAD COMPAL'Y
REPORT IN RE ACCIDIWT
AT TENNILLE, ALA., ON
FIBRUARY 23, 1948




Cate:

Loca<tion: .
Xind of accident:
Trainrs involv.d:
Train nambers:
Engine nunbers:

Congcists:

Treck:

Woather:

Time:

Casualtiies:
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SUMMARY

Atlantic Coast Line
February 26, 1948
Tonajlle, Ala,

Rear-cnid collinion

Freirkt : 'reight
Extra 2204 West ¢ 215

81 ecars, cnbsose i 21 cers, caroose
Etanding DA% . p. T

Tiretable and t1ain ordrrs

Single; %argent; C,6C mpercent

ey T

ascerding rralfe westrard

Clear

2127 p. n.

1 illed; 2 injured

Fallure co nrovide edequoate n.ootechlon
for preceding train




INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

INVESTIGATION 0. 3170

IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS
UNDER TEE ACCIDZINT RSWPCRTS &CT OF KAY 5, 1910,

ATLANTIC COAST LTNE RAILROAD COMPANY

April 18, 1948

Accident at Tennille, Ala,, on February 26, 1948, caused
by failure to provide adequate protection for the
preceding traln,

1
REPORT OF TEE CCMMISSION

PATTERSCN, Commissioner:

On February 26, 1724%, there wae a rear-cnd collision
betveen two freight trains on the Atlantic Coast Line Rail-
road at Tenuille, Ala., which resulted in the death of one
employee, and the injury of tvo cmplorees,

1

Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act the above-entitled proceeding was refcerred by the
Commission to Commissicner Patterson for consideration and
disposition.
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Location of Accident and Method of Opcration

This accident occurred on that part of the dLontgomcry
Digtrict extending betvcon Dothan and Montgonmery, AW&.,
116.5 miles, a SiﬂjLC ~treck line, over which trains arc
Oﬁcratcd by timeta®le and train ordecrs: Therc is no bleck
system in use. The acciaent occurred on the mein track
42,76 miles vest of Dotlan aad 2,303 fcot east of the statinn
at Tcunrlle., From the east there ere, in succcssion, a
fangent 1,499 fcet in length, a 3° curve to the right 504
fect, and a tengzent 537 Teet to thc point of accident and
2,602 feet vreetward., The grade for west-bound trains varies
between 0.12 and 1.02 pbrc“nt ascending throughout a distance
of 2,09€ Tect immediately cast of the Point of raccldent, where
is O 60 percent ascending.

This carricr's operating rules read in part as follows:

11, & fusce on or necar the trock burning
red must not te passcd until burned out, * * ¥

14, Enzine Whistle Sizn-ls

dote: The s_gnnlu prcscribed are illustrated
by "o" for short sounds; " " longer sounds, ¥ ¥ ¥

b4

Sound Indication

—— 0 0 O Flagman protect rcar of traln.

E:S

15, The cxplosion of %~o torpcfoes is a siznol
to reduce specd and look out for & train ahead
r ovbstruction., Tre erplosion af one torpesdo wilil
incicrte the same as tro, but the use of to is
recduled,

o
[¢]

35, The Tolloving signnls will used by flogmen:
Day signals—--A red flog.

Torpedocs and

Fusees

o
%
%
*
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73. Extra trains are inferlor to regular treains.

85. W % % ‘

* ¥ % Txtra troins aay ¥ ¥ ¥ pun aheod of second,
third * * % clags traiang ¥ * ¥

ntr

% % %

91. Unless some form of block signals is used,
treins in the same direction must keep at lecst
sen minutes apart, except in closing up at stations.

99, When o treii stops under circumstances in
which it may be ove.~token Dy anotier train, the
flagman must go bac: immediotely with flagman's
signals o sufficier; distance to insure full pro-
tectlion, placinz ti» torpedoes, and waen necessary,
in oc¢dition, displaying lighited fusees.

L L

aen o troin ie moving under circumstances in vhich
1t may be overtalken by anotiier tirin, the flagman must
take such action ¢.3 mny be necessery to insvre full
protection. By n! zit, or by day vhen the view is
otscurcd, lichted “usces must be throwm off ot nroper
Intervals.

+*

at-
=

e

99 {(ec). V¥hen ¢. train is stopped for any renson,
or is delecyed uaderr circunstances in which it may
be overtaken by a following troin * * * cngineman
17111 give signal ps shown in Rule 14 (c¢). * # ¥

The maximum authoFizad specds were 40 miles per hour
for the preceding train and 45 miles rer nour for the
folloving train. I

™

:
f
De serintion of Accident .

Extra 2004 Yest, a west-bound freight train, consisting
of engine 2004, £1 cars ond a caboose, departed from Ozark,
the last open office, 16 miles east of Teunille, ot 1:55 p. m.,
and stopped ahovt 2:£:4 p, m. on the main track at Tennille,
with the rear end stewnding 2,303 fect eanst of the station.
About 3 minutes lateiz the rear end was struck by No. 215,
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Mo, 215, a west—-bound third-closs freight train, consist-
ing of eagine 20C2, 21 cars and a caboose, departed from
Oznrk at 2:C7 p, m., 7 hours 10 minutes late, and while moving
at n ectimoted speed of 40 miles per hour it collided with
sxhra 2004 Vest.

The ccboose, the renr car, the rear truck of the second
renr car, ~nd the fourth rear car of Extra 2004 West were
Cerciled. The rear cné of the third rear car was xnocked off
center, The caboose was demolished. The rear three cars were
brdly drmnged. The engine, the tender, and the first four cnrs
of 1'o. 215 wzre derciled and bedly damaged. Le front truck
of the fifth car wns derailed.

The firemon of "o, 215 'ros killed, ancd the enginecr
oné the Tront brakeman of this troin were 1lnjured.

The weather was cl:ar 2t the time of the accident, wkich
occurrcd cbout 2:27 p. .

Durings $he 30-doy meriod preceding the day of the ™
accident, the cveragce deily movement in the viecinity of the
point of accident was 13.33 trains.

‘ Discussion

About 3 minutes after Extra 2004 West, a vwost-bound
freight trcin, stopped on the main track ot Tennille the re-r
end was struck by lLo. 215, A west-bound third-class freight
troin.,  When the ncecident occurred the tender of Extra 2004
West wos being supplied with vater. The englnemen and the
front brokeman were In the vicinity of the engine, These
emnloyees vere not auare of anything being i'rong until the
collision occurred.

When Extra 2004 West was preparing to stop at Tennille
the engineesr sounded the 2nglne whistle signal for the
flagman to provide protzction for the train, and wken the
troln stopped he again sounded the signal. The conductor and
the flasmon were in the caboose., The flagman sold that, about
9 minutes before the collision occurred, vhen his train uas in
the viciuity of Ariton, 4.1 miles enst of Tennille, he
dropned two lighted 10-minute red fusees from the rear of
the coboosc, about 4 minutes before the collision occurred,
vhen the reer of the train was about 2,900 feet east of the
polnt wvherc the caboose stopped, he dropped cnother lighted
10-minute red fusee, which lay flatly and a short distance
nortl of the north ends of the ties. When his train stopped,
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the flagman heard the following train apnroaching, then he

alighted from the caboose and ran esstward to a point about

485 feet east of the rear of his train, “here he placed one

torredo on the north rail, and gave ston °1~ndls with a lighted

red fusee and a red flag until the eﬂgine of No. 215 pacssed .
nim. He said his signals were not aoﬁnowlelged by fthe enzineer

of llo. 2185,

Ag Yo, 215 was approaching the point where the accident
occurred the speed was ebout 45 miles per hour. No train
orGéer restricting this traln from moving at maximum auvthorized
speed had been issued., The brakes of this train had been
tested and hod funcgtioned properly at all points vhere used
en routc. The cenzinemen, and the front brakeman, who was on
the enzine, rere maintaining a lookout ahead, The conductor
anC tne flagmen were in the caboose. The Tirst the surviving
mentcers of the crewr knew of anything being vrong was when
titelr enclne was rounding the curve imme&iatelj east of the
tangcent on ~hich the accident occurred, then the engineecr
savr the caboose oT the preccdlag train about 1,000 feet
distant. He immediately moved the throttle lever to closed
rosition and the brake wvalve %o emergency position. He
cstimated tiie snmeed of hleg train as about 40 miles per hour
when the colligion cccurred, The fircman was fatally injured,
The en~incer and the front brakemqn vrere positive that they
A1id nov hear or see any warning signal at any voint betiveen
Aritoa and the point of accldent until they were preparing
to alirht from the enzine. Then the engincer sav stop signals
beinzg civen with 2 red flag from a vnoint about 350 feet to
the rear of the caboonge of the preceding train.

Because of an embankment and trees on the inside of the
curve immediately east of the point where the accldent occurred,
the view of the track ahead from the eng iwe of a west~bound
train is materially restricted.

In this territory ftrailns are operated by timetable and
train ordere only. The only provision for spa01ng following
trains is by the time-intcrval method enforced by operators at
open sta tnonu, and by flerman's sirnals The rules require that
a rollowing treiln must be spaced at 1c ast 10 minutes behind
a preceding train, In this cese the preceding train departed
Trom Czark, 15,56 miles east of the point where the accident
oczurired, 11 minutes before the following train departed from
that St'ILu_OD. Therce was no open office betweon Ozark and .
the poinu where the collision occuvlod If on adequate blcck
systTem had been in use in this Territory, the crew of the
following train would have recelv G Dflr*tn information that
ghe preceding train was occupying the main track in the same

lock.



Cruse

——el

It le found tnnt tirs nccident vos couged by fallure
to nprovide ndeguate nrotection for the »recedins trein.

Dated at ‘oshington, D. C., this sixtesntn
Cay of April, 1948,

a

to

vy the Commission, Commissionecr P

[e2)

¥

( SEAL) W. P. BARTEL,

Secretary.
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