INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMI SSION

YTASHINGTON

INVESTIGATICK NO. 3156
ATLANTIC COaST LINE RAILROAD COMPANY
REPORT IN RE ACCIDENT
NZAR PIDCOCK, GA., ON

JANUARY 11, 1943




Railroad:
Date:

Location:

Kind of accident:

Train involved:
Train number:
Engine number:
Consist:
mstimated speed:
Operation:

Track:

Weather:
Time:
Casualties:

Cause:

SUMMARY

Atlantic Coas® Line

January 11, 1948
Pidcock, Ga.
Derailment
Passenger

11

1516

8 cars

A0 m. m. n.

Inv-3156

Timetable and train orders

Single; tangent; ©,11 nercent
ascending grade vestward

Clear
4:37 a, m,
68 injured

Broxen rail



INTEZRSTATE COMMZRCE COMIIISSICH

TLVESTIGATICN NO. 3156

11T TH MATTER OF VAXIL ACCIDENT IH TIGATION REPOATS
UW FR TrE ACCIDENT RmPUPTS ACT F LAL 6, 1910,

ATLANTIC COAST LII'S RAILROAD CCHPAIY

February 10, 1948

Accident near Pidcock, Ga., on January 11, 18948, cauged
by a broken ra_l._~.

-

1
REPORT Or THE CCHMISSION

PATTERSON, Commissioner:

On January 11, 1948, there was a derailment of a
nassenger train on the Atlantic Coast Line Roilrond near
idoock, Ga., which resulted in the injury of &0 pegsengers,

C

ach attendants, 10 dining—car employees and 1 train-

o}

service emplovee,

Under autlority of sectioa 17 (2) of *he Interstate Com-
merce aAct the above—entitled proceeding wvas referred b the
Commicsion to Commissioner Fattercon Tor consideration end
disposition.
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Location of Accifent and Method of Ovneration

Thls eaccicent cccurred on that part of the Vaycross
District extending bectween Wayceross and Thomasville, Ga.,
104 miles, a sinple-track liase over which tralins are
operated by timetable and train orders. There is no block

systemn 1n use. The accicdent occurred on the maln track
56.51 miles west of Waycross and 0.6S5 mile east of The
station at Pidcock. The main track is tangent througuout
a dlstance of 3,77 miles immedlatzly east of the noint of
accident and 5.92 miles westward. The grade ig 0.11 pecrcent
agcending vestvard.

In %this vieinity the track structure is laid on a 7~foot
£ill and ronsists of 10C-vound raill, 39 feect in length, laid
during 1930 on an average of 324 treated tles to the rall
length, It iz fully tievlated, single-spiked, provided with
4-tolt 100-percent Jjoint tars and an averaze of 8 rall anchors
per rall len the It is ballasted with a mixture of slag and
crushed utone to a depth of & inches, The involved raill
section was manufactured by thne Tennessse Coal, Iron and
Railroed Company in Harch, 1250. The number was 820559, Letter
C, Ingot No. gl.

The maximum auvthorized snced Yor the train involved
was €0 miles per hour.

Description of Accident

Jo. 11, a trest-bound first-class passcnser train,
consisted of enxine 1518, one combination coach and bazzaTc
car, twvo coaches, one dining car and four coaches, in the
order named, All cars "rerc of all-steel construciion. This
train departed from Valdoste, the last open office, 25.21
niles cast of the point of uuciﬂent, at 3:556 a. m , 1 hour
10 miautes late, and while 1t was moving aft an estimated
speed of €0 miles per hour the rear truck of the second car

-

and the third to eighth cars, inclusive, were derailed.

Inmediatcly after the dirailment sopawationo occurred
betucen the sgecond and third cars, beteen the third and
fourth cars, and betwecen the fifth and sirsh cars. Tic enzine
and the first two cers stopped vith the front of the zngine
2,087 fecet west of the point of derailment. The third to
cighth cars, inclusive, stopwred, nractically upright, north
of the trackx &nd in line with it, vith the west end of the
third car and the east end of the elchth car, respectively,
639 feet and 115 feet wesgt of the polit of derailment. The
derailed equipment vas cons;dorably dameged.,



The flagman was injured.

The tveather was clear at the time of the accident,
which ocerrred at 4:37 a, m.

Discussion .

11 vas moving on tangent track at a speed of about
ne:r nour, in territory where the maximum authorized
trhis train vas €0 miles per hour, when the derail-
irred. The brakes of this train had been tested
uncticned properly en rovte. The headlight was
rizi2tly, and the enzineer and the fireman were maln-
lockovt aliead. The conductor and the baggageman
ie firet car and the flagman was in the rear car.
that any of these employeeq knew of anytnﬁng beingzg
vhen the enginemen reard an unusual nolse under
der then tne brakes became applied in emergency.
0 uhe time the dereilment occurred, the englne and
s were riding smoothly, and there was no indication
ctive equipment or t“aCK nor of any obstruction having
the track.
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After thie accideat occurred, a broken rail was found
on the nortn side of the track. This rail vas broken into
many pilcces, eight of vhich were recovered. At breaks Nos.,
1, 2 and &, which occurred et roints, respectively, 3 fecet
2~1/2 iiclies, 17 fret 1 inch, and 30 feet 3-1/2 inches vest
of The receiving end of the rail, there were transverse
fisgsvrco ~"hich covcrcd, regnectively, 15 percent, 10 percent,
and ¢0 nercent of the cross-scctional area of the head of
the rail., None of these fiusures extended to the surface
of the rail., The failure of the rail occurred when the
fron*% portinn of the train passcd over 1t, then the broken
picces hecame displaced, and the derailment followed,

The track in thig vicinity vas lest inspected by the
section foreman from a motor-car about 14 hours before the
Cerailnent occurred, snd no defective concdition was obgerved.
The rail ia cues Llon ag lact tested by a reil-detector car
on Jovemoer 3, 1947, and no defectlve condition 1as indicated,

Cause
It is found that this accident was caused by a broken .‘
Dated at Waghington, . C., this tenth
day of February, 1948,
By the Commission, Commissioner Patterson.

(SZalL) . P. BARTEL,
Secretary.
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