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A t l a n t i c Coast L ine 

Fleming, Ca. 

Rear-end c o l l i s i o n 

F re igh t ; 

Extra 6237 North 

Southern D i e r e l -
e l e c t r l c unit 
6237 

55 cars , caboose : 

Standing : 

Passer^ < r 

e 
Di e s e l - ^ l e e t r ' 

units 50", 
and 521 

19 cars 

56 m. p . h. 

Timetable , t r a in o rde r s , and an 
automatic b l o c k - s i g n a l system 

Double, tangent, l e ^ e l 

About 2 51 s. m. 

2 k i l l e d , 85 injured 

Fa i l u r e to opera te t r a i n No. 3 in 
accordance vilth s i g n a l i nd ica t ions 
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT NO. 3611 

I I I THE I MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS 
UNDER THE ACCIDENT RitfORTS ACT OF !UY 6, 1910. 

ATLANTIC COAST LINE RAILROAD COMPANY 

A p r i l 28, 1953 

Acc iden t a t Fleming, Ga., on January 17, 1953, caused by 
i a l l u r e to opera te t r a in No. & in accordance ' r i th 
s igna l i n d i c a t i o n s . 

1 
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 

PATTERSON, ^ _ G i ^ s ^ n e r : 

On January 17, 1953, there was a rear-end c o l l i s i o n 
between a f r e i g h t t r a in and a pasrenger t r a i n on the A t l a n t i c 
Coast Line Rai l road e t Fleming, Ga., which r e su l t ed i n tne 
death of 2 t r a i n - s e r v i c e employees, and the injury of 81 
r, as mongers, 1 coach a ttendan t, 2 d in ing-car employees, and 
3 t r a i n - s e r v i c e employee. 

1 
Under a u t h o r i t y of sec t ion 17 ( 2 ) of the I n t e r s a t e Co l -

merce A c t the a o o v e - e n t i t l e d proceeding was r e f e i r r d by the 
Com: j L f . s i o r i to Corrmiasioner Pa t te rson fo r cons idera t ion c nd 
d i s p o s i t i o n . 
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Loca t ion o f Acc iden t and Method of Operat ion 

This acc ident occurred on that par t of the Southern 
D i v i s i o n extending oetwoen J a c k s o n v i l l e , F l a . , and Savannah, 
Ga., 101,9 m i l e s . Trains of the Southern Railway r e g u l a r l y 
are operated over t h i s po r t i on o f the A t l a n t i c Coast L i n e , 
In the v i c i n i t y of the po in t o f acc iden t th i s i s a double-
track l i n e , ove r which t r a ins moving with the current of 
t r a f f i c are operated oy t ime tab le , t r a in orders and an 
autom. t i c t l o c k - s i g n a l s;> ̂ tcm. At Fleming, Ga, , 127,8 mi les 
north o f J a c k s o n v i l l e , a spur t rac* 1,000 f e e t In l eng tn 
p a r a l l e l s the northward main track on the eas t . The switch 
i s t r a i l m g - p o i n t f o r north-pound movements. The acc ident 
occurred on the northward main track at a p o i n t 701 f e e t south 
of the spur-track swi tch . The main tracks are tangent 
throughout a d is tance o f 26.1 mi les immediately south o f the 
p o i n t of acc ident and 20.4 miles northward. The grade I s 
p r a c t i c a l l y l e v e l throughout a d i s tance of seve ra l miles on 
each s ide o f the p o i n t o f acc iden t . 

Automatic s i g n a l s 5170 and 5150, governing north-boind 
movements on the northward main t rack, arc l o c a t e d , r e s p e c t i v e l y , 
2.20 mi l e s and 450 f e e t south, of the po in t of acc iden t . Tho r e 
s igna l s are of the upper-quadrant semipl'ore t ype , and each 
s igna l d i s p l a y s thr^c aspec t s . They arc approach l i g h t e d . 
The approach- l igh t ing c i r c u i t s extv nd about 1 mi le in 
approach of cacn s i g n a l . Ascec t s a p p l i c a b l e to th i s I n v e s t i 
ga t ion uid the corresponding Ind i ca t i ons and names are as 
f o l l o w s : 

Signal 

5170 

5150 

Day Aspect 

Diago nal 
ovr r number 
p l a t , 

Hor i zon ta l 
o^er num
ber p l a t e 

Nlsh t Aspect 

X e l l o w 

Red 

Ind l ca t i on 

Proceed p repar 
ing to stop a t 
next s i T-nal . 
Train exceed
ing medium 
sprod must a t 
once reduce 
to that speed. 

Stop; then proceed 
at r e s t r i c t e d 
sr>ê  d. 

Name 

Approo.cn. 

Stop and 
. c cd« 

http://Approo.cn
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The c o n t r o l l i n g c i r c u i t s are so arranged that when the oloo. : 
o f s i ' i i s l 5170 I s unoccupied 3nd the block of s igna l 5150 i s 
occupied, s i g n a l 5170 i nd i ca t e s Approach and s i g n a l 5150 
I n d i c T t e s Stop ;md Proceed , 

Tnis c a r r i e r ' s ope ra t ing ru l e s read In pa r t as f o l l o w s : 

DEFINITIONS 

R e s t r i c t e d Speed.—P^oce^4 prepared to stop short of 
t raJn, obs t ruc t ion , or switch not p rope r ly l i n e d and to 
loo:c out for-broken r a i l , out not exceeding 20 mi les 'ocr 
i our . 

hedium Speed.—A speed not exceeding 50 miles per ho i r . 

11 , A fusee burning red on or .near the track of an 
approaching t r a in must not be passed u n t i l burned out , 
except in t e r r i t o r y coverned by block s i g n a l s vhej. e t r a i n 
must s top, and then proceed a t r e s t r i c t e d speed to tne 
next block s i g n a l . 

5 

15» The explos ion of two torpedoes i s a s ignal to 
reduce speed and look out f o r a t r a in ahead or obs t ruc t ion . 
# # * * 

o4 # A l l members o f engine and t r a in crews must, when 
p r a c t i c a b l e , communicate to each other by i t s name the 
I n d i c a t i o n o f each s igna l a f f e c t i n g the movement o f t h e i r 
t r a i n o r engine. 

35, The f o l i o v m : s igna l s "111 be used by f l a g pen; 

* & 

Nlpht s igna l s—A red l i g h t , 
A whi te l i g h t , 
Torpedoes and 
Fuee^s. 

70» Ex'tra t ra ins are i n f e r i o r to r egu la r t r a i n s . 

06, An i n f e r i o r t r - i n must c lea r the time of a f i r s t -
c lass t r a in * * * in the same d i r e c t i o n not l e s s than 
f i v e minutes, but must bo c l r a r a t the t i ne a ± i r ^ t - c l a s s 
t r a i n * * * in the same d i r e c t i o n i s due to l e a v e tiiO next 
s t a t i on in the rear where time i s shown, except where 
automatic block system i s in e f f e c t . 
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9 9 , « * # 

Vr_icn a t r a in atops under circumstances i n which i t 
may Lc overtaken by another t r a in , the "flagman must go 
beck Immediately wi th f lagman's s igna l s a s u f f i c i e n t 
d i s t ance to insure f u l l p r o t e c t i o n , p l a c i n g two torpedoes 
and, when necessary, in a d d i t i o n , d i s p l a y i n g l i g h t e d fusees . 

H!- ^ 

# * # 

The maximum autnor lzed speeds are 79 miles per hour f o r 
passenger t ra ins and 60 mi les p - r hour f o r f r e i g h t t r a i n s . 

Desc r ip t ion of Acc iden t 

E::tra 6257 North, a north-bound Southern f r e i g h t t r a i n , 
con'^lstrd of Southern D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c unit 6237, 56 cars , and 
a caboose. This tr<" In parsed Doctortown, 28.1 mi l e s south of 
Fleming and. the l a s t open o f f i c e , a t 1.38 a. n. and stopped 
a t Fleming about 2.20 a. m., wi th ti.e rear end o f the t r e l n 
oppos i t e s igna l 5150. I t thon moved northward and stopped a 
second t i ^ c with the re, r end 450 f e e t north o f s igna l 5150, 
About 2:5!? a, m. the r e . r end w°s struck by No. 8. 

No . 8, a north-bound f i r s t - c l a s s A t l a n t i c Coast L ine 
passen or t r a i n , cons is ted of D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c units 500, 546, 
and 521, coupled in m u l t i p l e - u n i t c o n t r o l , t ^ s l eep ing cars , 
one ba r / a : e-dormltory car , e igh t coaches, one tavern car, one 
dining car, and s i x s l eep ing cars , In the order named. The 
f i r s t , second, four th , t w e l f t h , and the four teen th to the n ine 
teenth ears , I n c l u s i v e , were of convent ional a l l - s t e e l construc
t i o n . The other oars were of l i g n t w e i g h t s t e e l construct ion and 
w©r~ equipped with t i r h t l o c k couple rs . This t r a in departed from 
J a c k s o n v i l l e at 1 06 a. m,, 26 minutes l a t e , passed Doctorto , T n 
at 2:50 a. p . , £4 minutes "»ate, parsed s icna l 5170, which should 
have ind ica ted Approach, pasapd the flagman of Extra 6237 North, 
passed s igna l 5150, which Ind ica ted Stop and Proceed, and 
whi le moving a t a speed of 55 miles per hour i t struck the 
rear end oi Extra 6237 North . 

Extra 6237 North was moved forward about 50 f e e t by the 
f o r c e oi the impact. The caboose and the rear s i x cars were 
des t royed , and one car which was btandinrr on the spur track was 
e x t e n s i v e l y damaged. The D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c uni ts and the f i ^ s t 
f i v e cars of No, 8 were d e r a i l e d . The f i r s t D i e s e l - e l e c t r j c 
uni t s tepped'on i t s r i g h t 3ide, about 56 f e e t west of the nor th
ward m^n track and approximately p a r a l l e l to i t . The rear end 
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was toi/ard the north and 342 f e e t north of the p o i n t of acclden 
No otner uni t of the t r a i n over turned. The second D i e s e l -
e l e c t r i c uni t stopped wi th the f ron t end on the track s t ructure 
of the rorthward main track and 338 f e e t north of the p o i n t 
of a c c i d e n t . The rear end was toward the southeast at an 
angle o f about 30 degrees to the t rack . The th i rd uni t 
stopped with the f ron t end £0 f e e t west of the northward main 
track and 550 f e e t north of the p o i n t of acc iden t , and the rea r 
end about 3 5 f e e t east of the northward main t rack . The f i r s t 
oar stopped at r i g h t angles to the tracks and aga ins t the rea r 
end of the th i rd D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c un i t . The second car stopped 
with tne f r o n t end near the f ron t end o f the f i r s t D i e s e l - e l e c t 
uni t and the rea r end between the northward main track and 
the spur track-. The o ther d e r a i l e d cars stopped approximately 
In l i n o wi th the t rack. The D ie se l s - e l ec t r i c uni ts and the 
f i r s t four cars were badly damaged. The f i f t h car was 
s l i g h t l y damaged. 

The engineer and the fireman of No. 8 were k i l l e d . The 
conductor of Extra 6237 North was in ju red . 

The weather vrs foggy a t the time of the acc iden t , which 
occurred about 2:51 a, m. 

The f i r s t D i e s e l - e l e c t r i c unit of No. 8 was provided wi th 
D-22 brake equipment. The r e g u l a t i n g dev ices were adjusted to 
p rov ide main r e s e r v o i r pressure of 140 pounds and brake-pipe 
pressure of 108 pounds. An emergency v a l v e was p rov ided on the 
f l reman 1 s s ide of the con t ro l compartment, 

r 

Discussion 

As Extra 6237 North was approaching Fleming the enginemen 
and the f ron t brakeman were In the cont ro l compartment o f the 
l o c o m o t i v e , Tho conductor and the flagman were in the caboose. 
The members of the crew said that the weather was foggy and 
that the fog was much more dense in some l o c a l i t i e s than i n 
o t h e r s . This t r a in met a south-bound t r a in moving on the 
southward main track a short d i s tance south of Fleming, The 
crew o f the south-bound t r a in gave s igna l s i n d i c a t i n g that 
they had. de tec ted a d e f e c t i v e condi t ion on the t r a i n o f Extra 
6237 Nor th . The flagman of Extra 6237 North Immediately threw 
o i f a l i g h t e d red fusee , and the conductor app l i ed the brruces 
of the t r a i n by use of the c o n d u c t o r s v a l v e , When the t r a in 
stopped, these employees observed that there was an overheated 
journa l on the e ighth car ahead of the caboose. The conductor 
ins t ruc ted the flagman to go back and stop No* 8, and to 
Ins t ruc t the engineer o f No, 8 that a f t e r the car was se t o f f 
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Extra 6237 North would proceed to Danie l , 4.6 m i l e s north of 
Fleming, and l e t No, 8 pass a t that p o i n t . At the Game time he 
gave s i g n a l s with a fusee f o r the engineer to move the t r a i n 
forward a short d i s tance so that the car could be set o f f a t 
the spur t rack . The flagman immediately proceeded aouthi7arcl# 
He sard that when he reached a p o i n t a short d i s tance south of 
signaj 5150 he cou]d see i n the r e f l e c t i o n of the l i g h t f ron 
the conductor ' s fusee that the semaphore arm wrs In h o r i z o n t a l 
p o s i t i o n . A t th is time the caboose had passed the s ignal and 
the l i g h t in the s igna l had become extingu 1 suec , The flagman 
proceeded southward to a po in t about 1.1 mi les south of s igna l 
5350, A f t e r he p laced two torpedoes and a l i g h t e d 10-mmute 
red fusee , he returned to a po in t about 450 f t ^ t north of the 
torpedoes to await the approach of No. 8. About 10 minutes 
l a t e r he heard the sound of the D ie se l c n g i n o t - O i No. 0 and 
a l so the sound of a g rade-c ross ing w h i s t l e s igna l sounded by 
the engineer of that t r a i n . He immediately l i g n t e d a red 
fusee and ,Dave stop s1 gna l s , and continued to g i v e stop s igna l s 
u n t i l the t r a in passed. He said that the engineer of No , 0 
did not acknowledge h i s s i g n a l s , but as tne t r a i n passed he 
observed that sparks were f l y i n g from the wheels and brake 
shoes. This Ind ica ted that the brakes were a p p l i e d . He ncard 
the exp los ion of the torpedoes , but, oecause o f f o g , he d id 
not know whether the fusee which he l e f t in the v i c i n i t y o f 
the torpedoes continued to burn un t i l No, 8 passed. The 
e r g i ^ e t r of Extra 623? North said that when n i s t r a in f i r s t 
stopped at Fleming he could see s igna l s g iven wi th a fusee from 
tne v i c i n i t y oi the caboose. A short time l a t e r the f o g became 
more elenso and, because a fusee near the car which waa be ing 
se t o i f was not v i s i b l e from the l ocomot ive , i t became necessary 
f o r the f r o n t brakeman to re lay the conductor ' s s ignals to the 
eng ineer . Just before the c o l l i s i o n occurred the t r a in ha-" been 
coupled together and the brakes had been r e l e a s e d . At t i l l s 
time fusees near the rear end of the t r a in were not v i s i o l c 
from the l o c o m o t i v e . The conductor and the f ron t brakeman neard 
the sound of the torpedoes exploded by No. 8, A f t e r the 
acc ident occurred evidence was found which ind ica t ed tnat 
torpedoes had r e c e n t l y been exploded at po in t s 6,202 f e e t 
and 6,222 f e e t south o f ' t h e p o i n t of acc iden t , the approximate 
l o c a t i o n s a t which the flagman s tated he had p laced torpedoes . 

As No. 8 tras approaching Fleming the speed was about 96 
mi les per hour. The enginemen were on the l o c o m o t i v e , and the 
members ol the t r a in crew were in va r ious l o c a t i o n s throughout 
the t rain* Both the head l igh t and the o s c i l l a t i n g s ignal 
l i g h t were l i g h t e d b r i g h t l y . The brakes of the t r a i n had been 
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t es ted ^t J a c k s o n v i l l e , and the members o f the t r a in crew said 
that r7> i r o n t l v the brakes f u r c f i o n e d p rope r ly when us er 
r o u t e . These employees said that they not iced nothing u i r n j ^ l 
i n the handling of the t r a in u n t i l the brakes were applied, a.j 
tho , r r i n approached Fleming. They thought tne c o l l i s i o n 
occurred about 50 seconds a f t e r the brakes became a p p l i e d . 
Both the engineer and the fireman died as a r e s u l t of i n j u r i e s 
incurred in the acc iden t , and ne i the r of them made a statement 
regarding the acc iden t . Apparently these employees we± e a l e r t , 
as the grade-crossln"" v n i s t l e s ignal w p s soundtd when the t i " x n 
was appj. caching Fleming, According to the tape of t~he S P C d 
rccord i j ig dev ice the speed of T o . C was reduced, in comp"1 har.e*e 
wi th speed r e s t r i c t i o n s , fro«i £3 to 21 miles per hour as tne 
t r a in approached Josup, 32.6 miles soath of Fleming, f ron 65 
to <J7 J i l l >-I p<jr hour as the t r a i n apn r o ̂  chrd Doc tor town, and. 
from 74 to 65 mi les per hour as tho t r a in approached Ludowici , 
21,7 mil es south of Floming. A f t e r tho t r a in pasr ed Ludowlc' 
the speed wrs gradual ly increased to about 80 miles per h e r , 
and a f t e r i t passed V a l t h o u r v l l l e , 14 m l ] s o u t h of Fleming, 
the rmcecl was increased to a maximum of 96 mil es per hour, 
17 mf> s per hour above the maximum authorised speed. 
A spc:d o f 95 to 96 r i l e s per hour then was maintained u n t i l 
an rriL-rrpiicy a p p l i c a t i o n of the brakes became e f f e c t i v e 
at a p o i n t about 3,000 f e e t south of tne po in t of acc iden t . 
The srocqL nad been reduced from 96 to 56 miles per heur 
when tn^ c o l l i s i o n occurred . The ere;; of a no utn-* bound 
t r a in whlou net No. 8 a snort d is tance nortn of Ludowici 
se id that the engineer of No, 8 dimmed his head l igh t when 
he observed the approach of t h e i r t r a i n . Although severa l 
seconds ^lapsed between the time the torpedoes were e x p i r e d 
and the t i r e the brakes were app l i ed , the f a c t that the brakes 
w< re . ipwlicd in energency i nd i ca t e s that tne engineer he:x'd 
the e : r , lo t ion of the torpedoes or observed the fusee s i pnals 
of the flagman, Tho cngincmcn of Extra 5237 North and the 
enrmcren of the south-bound t ra in w i ioh mot No, 8 north o f 
Ludowici said that because of f o ^ between Jesup and Fie*" .n 
the aspects of a number oi s igna l s wore not v i s i b l e at 
d is tances g rea te r than 200 to 700 f e e t . No, 8 passed s i n L ! 
5170 ^ h . l e moving at a speed of about 96 m i l t s per hour, or 
149,G f > e l per second, i nd i t i s p o s s i b l e that ne i the r of the 
englno r i cn saw the asp c t of the s i g n a l . 

A l t e r che accident occurred, and whi le tne rem e r e of 
No. 8 i /m-'Incd in the b lock oi s igna l 5170, s i g n a l s 5170 
5150 cacn .na io^ ted Stop and Proceed . A f t e r the cars we ^ 
removed f r c - the bloc> of s igna l 5170, s igna l 5170 i nd ica ted 
Approach 'nd s igna l 5150 ind ica ted Stop and Proceed, Inspec t ion 
and t e s t s of tne s igna l system a f t e r the acc ident occurred 
disc" oe 0 io d e f e c t i v e cond i t i on . A f t e r the track was re-- i r e d 
the s i nel system was t e s t ed and was found to funct ion p r o p e r l y . 
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The b rakes o f the c a r s which "e re not d e r a i l e d and the 
undan>ged p o r t i o n s o f the brake equipment o f the d e r a i l e d , c a r s 
and the D i e s r l - e l e c t r l c u n i t s o f N o a 8 were t e s t e d a f t e r the 
a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d . No d e f e c t i v e c o n d i t i o n was i o u n d 0 

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n d i s c l o s d t ha t when the a c c i d e n t o c c u ' i ' ^ d 
the c rew o " Ex t r a 6237 N o r t h h e l d c o p i e s o f t r a i n o r d e r N o , 2 , 
which d i r e c t e d No, S to w a i t a t Jesup u n t i l 2 20 ^ m e , 
V a l t n o u r v i l l c u n t i l 2 37 a. m., and D a n i e l u n t i l 2 50 a, r . 
The c rew o f No, 8 d i d no t have c o p i e s o f t h i s o r d e r . When 
the o r d e r was i s s u e d , i t wa.s a d d r e s s r d to the c rews o f bo t . i 
t r a i n s a t J c sup , A f t e r t he t r a i n di spa t o n e r found tha t N o . 8 
would p : s s Jesup s e v e r a l minutes 1 t e r than the t i m e s p e c i f i e d 
i n the o r d e r and, m M s judgment , could not p a s s any o f the 
s t a t i o n s n iraed b e f o r e the t imes s p e c i f i e d , he i s s u e d an o r d e r 
to the o p e r a t o r a t Jesup a n n u l l i n g orcicr No , 2 , so t ha t i t 
would n o t be n e c e e s r y f o r the o o r r ' t o r to d e l i v e r c o p i e s to 
the c rew o f No, 8 , The a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d a f t e r the t ime 
s p e c l . i c d f o r N o . 8 to T n i t a t V / a l t n o u r v i l l e , and, under t r e s e 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s , tho f a c t t h a t the crow o f N o . 8 d i d not r e c e i v e 
c o p i e s c f the o r d e r had no bea r inc on the a c c i d e n t . 

The i n v c s t l r a t i o n d i s c l o s e d t h a t p r i o r to the o c c u r r e n c e 
o f tr- .s a c c i d e n t N o , 8 hod b_en o p e r a t e d a d i s t a n c e o f 10 
mi le" , " t a speed o f i b o u t 96 m i l e s p e r hour , a c c o r d i n g to the 
speed r e c o r d e r t a p e , A check o f speed r e c o r d e r t apes and the 
d i s p a t c h e r ' s r e c o r d s o i the movement o f t r a i n s o p e r a t ) d be tween 
Jesup and Savannah from December 1, 1952, to F e b r u a r y 23 , 1053, 
d i s c l o s e d t h a t 507 p a s s e n g e r t r a i n s exceeded a speed o f 90 
m i l e s p e r nour f o r d i s t a n c e s v a r y i n g from 5 to 42 m i l e s , and 
47 o- t i e . o a t t i m e s e x c e e d e d a speed of 100 m i l e ? p e r h o a r . 
I n one c n s e a t r a i n was o p e r a t e d a t a speed o f 108 m i l e s Per 
hour f u r 10 m i l e s , and 100 m i l e s p e r hour f o r 25 m i l e s , 
a n o t h e r ease a t r a i n was o p e r a t e d a t a speed o f 99 m i l e s p e r 
hour f o r 42 r i l e s . The c a r r i e r has a u t h o r i z e d the i n s t a l l a t i o n 
o f a^ a u t o m a t i c t r a i n - s t o p system on I t s l i n e be tween 
F l o r e n c e , S, C . , and J a c k s o n v i l l e , F l a . , 383 m i l e s . As o f 
F e b r u a r y 2 e , 1953, t '^ is system had been i n s t a l l e d from F l o r e n c e 
to M t , Ho"i~"y, 79 m i l e s , and i t was e s t i m a t e d t h a t the 
i n s t a l l a t i o n to J a c k s o n v i l l e would be comple t ed by the l a t t e r 
p a r t o f 1 ° 5 7 . 

N o r e than 25 p e e c c n t o f the p a s s e n g e r t r a i n s o p e r a t e d 
be tween Jesup and Savannah from December 1, 1952 , to Feb rua ry 
28 , 1 9 5 3 , exceeded the maximum a u t h o r i s e d speed o f 79 m i l e s 
p e r hour f i x e d by the c a r r i e r . A c c o r d i n g to p r o v i s i o n s o f the 
Commiss ion 1 s o r d e r o f June 17 , 1947, l i n ^ s on which t r a i n s a r e 
o p e r a t e d a t 60 o r more m i l e s p ^ r hour must be equ ipped w i t r an 
a u t o n _ t i c t r a i n - s t o p o r t r a i n - c o n t r o l system o r a u t o m a t i c 
c o n t i n u o u s l y c o n t r o l l e d cab-3ignal sys tem. The p e r i o d w i t h i n 
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which f j i o l i I n s t a l l a t i o n s i.orc r e q a i r d to t o m d , e x p i r e d on 
D l e m b e r C I , 1952, u n i c e s an e x t e n s i o n o f t ime was g r a n t e d . 
The c a r r i e r i n t h i s case had no t r e a u e s t e d r e l i e f nor h u r e l i e f 
been ^ r a i t e d , and o n l y 20 p e r c e n t o f the t e r r i t o r y be tween 
F l o r e n c e and J a c k s o n v i l l e had been equipped w i t h the 
s p ' c f i e d systems a t the t i n e o f the e x p i r a t i o n d a t e . I n 
c o ' ^ l n -eo v i t h tne Commiss ion ' s o r d e r the r u l e s o f the 
A t l n t i c Co i s t L i n e p r e s c r i b e a ^ a x i ' i i u n speed l i m i t of ?9 
r i l e s r : r r o u r i n tne n o n - e q u i p p e d t e r r i t o r y i n v o l v e d . H o w e v e r , 
t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n d i s c l o s e d t ha t i t i s comiron p r a c t i c e f o r 
severe." 1 t r a i n s to be o p e r a t e d d a i l y f o r c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s t a n c e s 
a t coeede j a t e r i a l l y e x c e e d i n g the a u t h o r i z e d maximum 11 l i t , 
and tries r o t i n c o n f o r m i t y w i t h the Commiss ion ' s o r d e r o f 
Juno 17 , 1947 c I n the p r e s e n t case i f t r a i n N o . 8 had been 
opuiatud. m a c c o r d a n c e w i t h the a u t h o r i s e d maximum spot d l i , t 
t h i s a c c i d e n t n i g n t have been a v e r t e d , o r I t s d i s a s t r o u s 
c o n s G a i ' L , cos m a t e r i a l l y r e d u c e d . 

I t i s found that t h i n a c c i d e n t was caused by f a i l u r e 
to op 1 t ( t r a i n l T o , 8 in accordance w i t ] , s i p n a l i n d i e icionrs 
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( S ^ L ) C - E O R C E v . L A I R D , 

a c t i n g S e c r e t a r v , 


