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SUMMARY 

Report No. 3382 

Date: 
Railroad: 
Location: 
Kino of accident: 
Trains involved* 
Train nurrber* 
Engine numbers: 
Consi sts: 
Estimated speeds: 
Operation' 
Track: 
Weather 
Time: 
Casualti es* 
Cause: 

December 22, 1950 
Atlantic Coast Line 
East Lake, Fla, 
Head-end colli sion 
Freight : ^relent 

Extra 4*0 South 
: 460 
• 14 cars, caooose 
• 10 m. p. 1 . 

819 
14 cars, caboose 
25 m. p. h. 
Timetable and train orders 
Single, tangent, level 
Cl°ar 
7-45 a. Ti. 

2 killed, 5 injured 
Train occupying main trac* without 
author!ty 



INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT NO. 2382 
IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS 

UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY S, 1°10. 
ATLANTIC COAST LINE RAILROAD COMPANY 

February 1̂ , 1951 

Accident near East Lake. Fla., on December 22, 1950. c n ^ G 
by a train occupying the main track without authority.* 

1 
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 

PATTERSON*, Commissioner: 
On December 22, 1950, there was a head-end colli cloo 

between two freight trains on the Atlantic Coast Line 
Railroad near East Lake, Fla., wnich resulted in the cf^h 
of two employees and the injury of five employees. Thin 
accident was investigated in conjunction ^ith a repre­
sentative of the Florida Railroad and Public Utilities 
Commission. 

1 
Under authority of section 17 ( 2 ) of the Interstate Corr-

merce Act the above-entitled proceeding wis referred by t/-p 
Commission to Commissioner Patterson for consideration E 
dispose tion. 
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Location o*_ £^eiu^nt ard yethod of Operation 
Thin accident oa'Uir'^d on that part of thp Southern 

Division extending between Croora and Hii-h Soring, Fin», 
1 ? 7 , 7 T i u e s , a single-track line, over vhich ti'eins a r 3 
on orated by timetable and train orders. There Is no block 
^ y k - t c p i n use. The accident occurred on the main track at 
a p^int 44.8 miles north of Groom and 1,78? feet south of 
the so i th sidinr-switch st Ea.nt Lake. From the south t h e i e 
nrr, in uucG^s^ion, a tangent 2,160 fe^t in lenp-th, a ?° 
cur^e t o the left 470 feet, and a tangent 34 feet to th<» point 
of accident and 1,337 fe-et northward/ From the north thi-r^ 
is e 3° curve to the left 353 feet in length, and then the 
tangent on vhich the accident occurred. From the south "che 
srrade varies between 0.21 percent and percent descending 
horthwnrd throughout a distance of 2,508 feet, then it i s 
level 51 feet to the point of accident and a considerable 
distance northward, 

This carrier's operatlnr rules read in part as follows: 
DEFINITIONS 

Regular Train.—A train authorized by a time-table 
schedule. 

Extra Troin.—A train not authorized by a time-taole 
schedule. * * * 

# # « 

73. Extra trains nre inferior to regular trains, 
82. TiTe-table schedules, unless fulfilled, are in 

eff-ct for twelve lours after tneir time el each n'atirn. 
Regular trains more tran twelve hours behind either 

their schedule arriving or leaving tim^ a t any station 
loss both right and schedule, and can thereafter troceed 
only aa authorized by troin order, 

S-87. An inferior tr=iin mupt keeo out of the wiy o f 
oiDpoainp: superior trains * * * 

Extra trains must cle?r the time of oppor.in^ regular 
trains not less trun ^ivt minutes unless otherwise 
jr-vided, and will be governed by tnin orders wlnh 
respect to opposing extra trains. 
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97. Unless otherwise provided, extra tiatns miu,1 not 
)" run without traj n order3. 

# # # 

Orders held by oi Issued for, or any part of an order 
relating to, a regular train becooips void when sucl train 
I O B C S "both rlsdit and schedule as prescribed by Rules * "lp * 

* * * 

* * # 

FOBi'S OF TRAIN ORDERS 

No En, T,00 vait at F untr 9 59 A K for No 1 

The train fitvt named must not pass the designate nolnt 
before the time riven, unless the other train nas ived. 
The train last named is reouired to run with respect to the 
time specified at the desicrnsted point or any intermediate 
station where scneaule time is earlier tnan the time 
specified in the order, before ^eauireJ to run ^itn 
respect to the schedule tine of the train first n m d . 
The neximum authorised soeed for freight trains was 65 

milrs per hour. 
Descrxotion of Accident 

Mo 0 58 north-bound fourth-class freight train, 
consisted of engine ?19, 14 cars and a caboose. Thi 
dep^rtrd f^om Leesbu^g, its initial station, 30.1 
of Groom, at 11.05 o. , 4 hours 5 minutes latp 

in 
miles north 
ST/1 tnhin 

wa^ performed at Fruitland Park, 3.6 miles north of Leesburg, 
and it wis tji.en found that because of Inferior ooal adenuate 
etava pressure could not be maintained for the engine to candle 
the tram beyond th^t statior. The engine was detached aid, 
without cars, it proceeded to Ocala, 30.7 miles north of 
Fruitlsnd Park, where a supply of coal was obtained. There 
wo a no open office between Leesburg and Ocala. At Ocala. the 
crew received opies of train order No ] 5 , which read 1 o part 
as1 follows; 
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No. 580 Sn£ 810 wait at 
tfeirscale until 701 A.M. 
Eart Lake 7^0 A.M. 
Ocklavaha 757 A.M. 
Candler 744 A.M. 
Welchton 759 A.M. 
for Extra 450 South * * * 

VPLR^CR2ET E-̂ rt Lake, Oci^laweha, Candler, and Wei oh ton ore 
long;, d, respectively, 8.8 miles, 11.^ miles, 13.8 iillea, 16.3 
mU<- , ̂ ntl miles north of Frultland Park. After the tender 
x-as c p^Ued vith coal tn^ engine returned to Fruitland Pa^c. 
No. ;0O "marted froa ^hat station about 6:A0 a. m. , 11 murs 
30 ^tnutes late, and arrived at V'elrsdale about 7 a. m„ 
Svritohi^r ra? performed at Veiredale. At 7.27 a. n,, 1? murs 
7 nilni-ta aft p.- th<* schedule lfaviru* time of No, 580 and 7 
minute:; a^ter tap ^ch.dule of No. 580 had ceased to bo in 
eff .-ct at "hat station, this train departed north-bound. No 
train or^v &uthorlsine this movement had been issued. V^ile 
th' ̂  train was moving at a <-p̂ ed of about 05 miles o e r r - n u r it 
collided "ith Extra 460 South at a point 1,782 feet soutr. cf 
the Got th sidln^-svitch at East Lake. 

Extra 460 South, P south-bound freight train, consist 3d of 
en-Tine 460, 14 car" <̂ nd a caboose. At Ccala the cre^ of tnls 
train received co^le^ of train order No. 15. The train 
deoarted f r o m Ocala at fl.37 a. T. and stooped cn the siding 
at Erst Lake about 7:19 a. m. About 7.4S a. .n. it entered the 
main track at the south s!dinf-switch, d^par+ed southward, and 
whl_ir moving at a st>eed of about 10 mile? per hour it collided 
wltn pn,2ln^ 81°. 

Engine 819, its tender, and the first four cars of the 
nortri-k"wmd tra in ^ere derailed, Tne engine stopr°d upright 
anl in line vith the track, ^he tender stopned with its left 
front c o - T i e r arainst the boiler of the rtnrlne end its rx^ht 
rear corner aoout 15 feet vest of the track. It leaned to the 
ê*sc at an an^le of 4-5 d e p r e s s . The derailed cars s t o p D e d 
in V T I O U G positions on or n ^ a r the track. The engine, tender 
and third car vers badly damaged. The first and second cars 
verc der^royed. The engine ol Extra 450 South was moved 
nor J hTa- -C cp^roxlnn tely 82 feet by the force of the imnact, 
Th a en ?ne, tender and first three, c a r s of this train w a r e 

de>-. i~>ed. The engine r,nd tender stopped upright and in line 
T-rith th_ track. They were badly damaged. ?.n̂  derailed cars 
stopped in various positions on or near the track. The first 
car -vm destroyed, t h e second car vaa badly denasx-d, and the 
third. o £ r vas slightly damaged. 
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t h e y t h c - ' i - h t t h ^ t E x t r a ^ ° < 0 S o u t h would -neet t ° 1 r t r a i n i t 
E-^ t L a k e , bu t I t d i d n o t o c c u r t o any o f t hen t h a t t n ^ I r t r a i n 
v i s \ r v than 1 2 r . o u / j l a t e and t h e r e f o r e had no ant or l ty t o 
p r j " 1 J , As t n i r ' t r a i n w a r a p ^ r o r e n i n ^ the p o i n t wh<*r t b ^ 
? - c c _ V „ t o c c u r r e d , t he speed w a s a b o u t 3 0 ^ i l e s p * r - o u r . Th a 
en ' i r .e r ren end t r e f r o n t brakeman v p r e i n t a e i r r e e p o o c ' v o 
pn-n ^ i o . . c en. t h e e v U i e , and t h e c o n d u c t o r and tne M 1 n n T ~ e r -

i n t o e c a l o o s e . B e c a u s e o f c i r ^ r t ' r p o f th ' , track- and \ e i i_ io r i 
e d j p u e n t t o t h e t r a c k , t h e v i e w o f t h e p o i n t ^ v i o r * * t r o ^ a v a ^ i t 
o c " n r a from tne c a b o f a n c r t n-"0und e n ^ i n ^ wan r ^ t r ^ c f - d 
t o , d i J . - r . c e o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y W i \ ^ t . The n r i n e e r and the 
f i r e n a e v e r ^ t o a r e r t o u s l v i n j u r e d i n t h a a c c i d e n t to h-"1 

n u ^ o t i o r ^ d d u r i n r t ' - ln I n v r s t i ' ^ j t i o n . ^he f r o n t t r . u p ' i m ^ j_d 
he " i i ' Q t o tne r^ ' ^d E x t r a S^uth a t a d i s l i n e - ^ o f a b o u t "11

 f 

f e 5 ' . c a l ] ed a T Y . r n l n £ , and t> f~ e n g i n e 'V I m m r ^ I g t n i - c 
an c u r r e n c y a p p l i c a t i o n o f t v * b r a k e s . T^P c o l l i s i o n c c i t i aed 
a f O t : o e c a a d a l a t e r , 

c r e w o f E x t r a 4 6 ^ c o u t h r e o e i v i d c o p i e s o f t r a i n 
o r 3 ^ r 1 5 a t D e a l s . T h i s t r a i n then u r e c e e d e d f rom 0 , 1 - = 
to _ , ' , . t La^-e and e n t e r e d t 1 ^ n id in"" t1 i t p o i n t t o 
N o . I f " . 0 . A f t e r t h e t r o l l r t o o n ^ d , the f^or i t b r a k e ' j n n e a t d 
t h o oouna o f t h e e n g i n e o f ; T o . trhC w r i l e ^ r i t c * l n ~ v a s 
p e r f ~ - r ^ o d a t W e i r s d o l L . . At 7 * 4 0 a i . T<. th c o n d ^ c ^ o r 
i n a ^ c t ed ta,- f r o n t b r i ' ^ n a n , who * * a s i n the c r o o o s o , t^ 
r e ind ta<> - - n ^ i n e e " t b ^ t v e , 5 ^ 0 v*c i rore than 1Z h u r s l .a~e 
and t o - ; r \ ] n e h im t h a t t ' - . i r t r a i n s h o u l d p r o e ^ d . T ' r M i e h ie 
f r o n t I n . ' t T i a n was p r o o e e d i n r t e > ^ r d h i a T i n e he d i d c t 
h e a r o e i*xhf>ust o f an 5 r c u K a t V e i r s d a l c , and he j ja ld v" 
a s s u i ^ d t h a t t h e o p p o s i n g t r p l n hnd e n t e r e d th - s i d i n g a" tha t 
p o i n t . A f t e r he crave the ^ r m ^ ^he i n f o r r t i o n a n j - n s t r ^ c t u d 
by t] o y o ' i ' i u o l o r , n , l i n e d the o o u t h o l d i n j - s - r i t c r t o r z'\r 
rao\~> '.c i t o f h i s t r a i n , t hen b o p r d ^ d t h e • n - r i m j t i v u 1 

e n t e r e d t r e main t r a c k . As th3 s tr?<in was j p p r o a c ^ l n r * 1 he 
p o i n t ; j e r e th<- a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d , t he enrlnem<:n, the ^ o n t 
bra 1-, r . j r , and t h e f l o ^ n a n were i n t c ^ o f t h e e " i . , i i . , and 
t n o c o T ' u c t o r v-*e i n t h e Cc iboe^e . The ^peed " t g a b o u t 1 0

 r r u n es 
p e v r o i v . The f r o n t br^ke-^an f t , id t h a t thi e n g i n e ^ r "jJiJcd c 

w a r n ! i t and irade an c n ^ r ^ e n c y pno" 1 I c a t i o n o f t he b r o k e n a Cea 
s r c o a l o D

 3 f e r e th L- c o " 1 ! ' n l o n o c ~ ' i j r f d , T v ' 3 °nr3 n^ _ ir and t h o 
f l s i ' i m i - ^ e h i l l e d i n tne j a c c i d e n t , and ^'"e f l r e r o n w & tc 1 
s e n o u ^ y i i j i > r e d t o oe a u r s t i o n ^ d d u r l n r t h i s i n v e s t ^ t i o n . 
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The train dispatcher said that until after the accident 
oc?vrred nt overlooKed the fact that No. 580 would be 12 hour 
l3T,z at Velrsdale at 7 30 a. m. Re said that if he h^d 
consulted the timetable before he issued train order No, 15, 
he would have annulled th^ schedule of No. 580 between 
Fruitland Park and High Springs and then issued a train order 
autlr ri?] n;-r the movement of the train from Fruitland Faru as 
an oxtra train. 

Cause 
It i r found that tnis accident was caused by a train 

occur yinp the main track without authority. 
Dated at Washington, D. C., this fourteenth 
dny of February, 1951, 
By the Commission, Commissioner Patterson. 

(SEAL) W. P. BARTEL, 
Secretary. 


