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ate:

Location:

Kind of accident:

Trains involved:

s

Enzine numbers:

Congist:

1

etim

0y
D

Cneration:

frack:

Veatner:

Time:

Caguelties:

Cause:

Recomiaendation:

Ilrain numbers:

ted sgpeed:

- 2 - Tnv-2

Atlantic Coast Line
Jaruary 27, 1943
Acree, Ga.

Side collision

-

assenger : rreignt

Ixtra 1709 Soutn : 210

17C9 : 1606
5 care : 44 cars, cebocse
M. P. 4. v 20 m. p. n.

Timetanle and tr-in orders

Sincle; tengent; 0.33 mercent

Jeecending grefe nortnward

Accident caused oy failure to
obey a ston indication dis-
played Dy train-order signal

o

Thet tiae Atlentic Coast Line Reil-
roec Company establisn an acecvate
block-signel system on tae line

involved irn tnls accident
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6 Zast Albany”

Point of

accident ~{ 5T%£l':::: ------- X

Albany, Ga.

1.3 mi.

1.5 mi.
Darrow
7.1 ma.

Acree (P.of 4.)

2,8 mi.
Sylvester

21,0 mi.
Trfton

71.0 mw,
Vaycross, (a.

'
i
|
!
}
)
|
i
i
|
|
i
|
{
|
1
|
|
)
|
|
|
|

T """"" AP.T.
& :
3 .
4 :
= ,
° e o
£
6.8 m1,
Extra é
1709 :
South :
North o :
siding-switch :

\\*__,/ :
11,291 ft. :
: N '
3,057 ft] ﬁjl g
v W ‘
: Acree{Z '

: L,7L0 ft.

Y SGiE T
siding—switch \/\

--- ----XP.C.
0°121

Inv, lo. 2669
Atlzntic Coast Line Railroad
Acree, Ga.

January 27, 1943
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Locetion of Accident and Metnod of Onserstion

Tnis accident occurred on tnat mart of the Weycross
District extending between Albany =ad W%VCLO;S, Ce., 2 discercs

of 111.7 miles. In the vicinity of the nolat of eccident this
is a single-track line over wnica trains are ozerated o7 Time-
in u AL

table and trein orders., Taere 1g no bloc systen use. A
acree e sidling 3,097 feet in lengtn darellels thne maln trech
on tie esst. Tne nortn Sl@lnt—S”luCP ig 1,291 feet nortn of
tne st=tlon. %ne accideat occirred at a c0int o fe=2t sovin of
tne cortn sicding-sewitcen. Aﬁ)ro zcning from the nortn Ttne crach
is tangent 0.8 mileg To the point of eccidzat. Apororcching
from tae so Ubﬂ t“ere are, in succession, & tan_ent 4,357 fes:
in lengin, 29121 curve to the left 54l fezt ant o toangent
4,740 f=et to the point of eccident. Tne predfe for nortia-oound
traine varies Getreen G.18 and 0.38 wercent Gescenling Tarou. -
ovt 2 Cistance of 3,182 feet to cthe Dolat of accident vaoere i
1s C.3& nercent de scending.

ine crein-order signel ot scrse 1g of tiie Z2-erm, three-
indicetion, uponer-guadrent, seugpnors Toe, end ig oll-lignied
Tt 1s nounted on e nmeet located on the weegl sife of the main
track i front of tze stetion. The leneec, wnlich disnley ine
ailgnt asgovects, ere S inches in diemeter, onl ere apovt 31 feet
above tre level of tnhe reil., Tie ni:nt asgdects ard correchondia
indications and names ere ag Follows:
Agnect Indication _eae
Red Stop and recsive trein Ston £ignal

orders
Yellorr Seceive train orders Tegltricting 2% cnal
witnout stooning

Green Froceed Clesr Blinsl

Opereating ruleg rea

Fixed Slgna_.—-n gifasl of fired location
indiceting & concition affecting tne novement of
e train.

o4, AlD menbors of Trein end en.ine crews ust,
v.ien DOracticavle, coamunicete To ecct oLcer oY
iLs nane tne 1n”icetion of all slcnale o7l~cting
cne novenent of their treir.
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Data

During tne 3C-day period preceding tne day of trne accident

the average dailly movement in tne vicinity of tne point of

accident was 15.435 “reins.

Discussion

Under the rules governing operation on tue line involved,
voen tne fixed signel et a train-order orffice dileplays ston a

FN

freignt train must be stoppred snort of tne sipgnel and
autnority to nroceed. In addition, &ll mermbars of Ir
engine crews must, wnen practicable, communicate to e
by its name tne inwicatior cf ceca signal effecting t
of tnelr train. Tne absence of e lirnt at nignt in o
order signal requirecs a trala to 0e gtonped saort of tn

a
S

n and

gnal.

A Trein order muet not ve sent to o supericr train ot a rneeting
or walting woint if it cen pe ecvoided. "Wuen an order is co
cent, tue foet nust CLe stated in thae order and cpeclal precau-
tionge nust be teken to insure geofety. All tne surviving em-

rloyees irvolved understocc tnese reduirementsg.

r_‘,«

wnicn
Souta,
taird-

cer

e@ stop. Tne crew of Extra 1709

The investigation diesclosed tast treoin orcder Fo. 205,
establisciied Acree as tie rneetine moint cetween Extra 1700
F souuq—bound pesgenger Train, and lo. 210, » northa-tound
class freipit train, and First, Second end Tnird 24, nortia-bound
first—class vassenger trnine, vas sent to Zast Alunuv 8.6 miles
northh ol Acree, for delivery to Extre 170C, and to Acree T
delivery %to c. 210 eornd First, Second and Tonird 94. The train-
order sigrol -t Acree digple

e o)

received conies of ord

05 and departed from East Albany
at 1:09 a. m. Aoout 1& mlnutes later, vren Zxtra 1709 wrs

entering the nertn sidin:-evwitcen at Acree tne engine was struck

by No. 210.

Tne crew of Wo. 210 did not hold copies of order !

train-order signal at Acree. Tne trein crder recuired 'o.

not to naes tue fouling point =t tne nortn sicing-switca un
Extra 170¢ Soutn was into clear. Uncer the rules, Fo. 210

required to stop at the train-order eignesl ot Acree end no

io. 2
vaen the sccicent occurred, =g 'o. 210 feiled to stop at i

N c—r'L)(DO

210
i1
TO8
t to

proceed until tne crew nad received a trsin oraer 1n.d a clear-

ence carc or a clearance cerd only.

As No. 210 was =pproacning Acree tne goneed wneg about 45
mileg per aour. Tae enﬁ*nemen, wno were on thelr resosctive

sentooxes, tnc front brakemen, wno was on ths left seathoz,

anc tae coraucto-_nnd Gne flegman, "no were

v. the cupola of

_!_
tne cavocse, were natntoining e lookoubl rnead. Tne front br-ke-

man anil tle firemer. said they were un~able to see tne trair-

order

signal, buvt did not inform thae englneer. Tae first tney knew

of aryciing beinp wron: wes wnenh they sow tre reflection of 2

neadli -ns in trne vicinity of the nortn siding-switch. AT

5

tine thelr engine wae about 3,00C feet soutz of tue nortn

that

[
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—

ciding-swltcn, and they called a werning to the engineer. The

engineer inm
a few sgeco:ud
put one dist
poias of tue

nortn or tne
aboutlt 20 mi
en; ineer &1

prsged the t
vas Xilled 1
tnat becauee
unable to ce

led to take adtion to stop -

r trnic accideat. Tne conductor gnd tne fl'"map

ediately made a service breke-pipe reduction, and
s later moved *tne brake valve Tc emergency noazition,
ance was incufficient to stov srort cof tne fouling
north siding-switel, located almost 1,3NC fees
train-oxrder signal. The speed of lNo. 210 was
&8 per nour wien t.ac collislon occurred. "y the
train befors 1%
r9lJ—OPﬂtP stgmal cculd not or determined, as ne
<€

! ete

I -1id
of umoxe treiling froa tnelr ergine, thep were
e the train- ﬂﬁer eionel, tut they tooX no acticn

to contrnl tne Upeﬁd of tiizir Train. irne rulzs required Ine

crew of lio.
eacn clanal
1T these eﬂv
gicnal alt Ac
thne L,LMF‘ed. [2{@]
Sj—i—»LdJ. . Ir

of Jo. 210,

r

210 tc coim A¢cgte Tc eacr ctner tme indicstion of

effecting tas movement of thelr trair. Ir sidition,

loyees coild not see & livnt ia tas train-crder

re2, tney were rsaulred to talke action To control
tnet :191¢ train covld be storred chort cf the

action ned becn talien oy some memoer of *tne crew

as reguired by tnes rules, ta acclient -rculd have

ed.

'_Ja

Visual teste conducted unider confitione similar to Thocse
exlsting at the tine of trne =accicdent discloced trat the red
aspect of the troin-crder gignnl invelved could be ceen from
& nortn-odound engine & distance of 5,225 feet. In tests maGe
witn e troly ceoneisting of eqinment gimilar to taat of No. 210
at trhe tine of trne accident, tnc train was ctopped from 2 spe:zd
of 4% mlles per nour 2t a polns 743 Test recrttr of thae trair-
crder sliomel involved, snd ebovs 473 feet couth cf tne norin
siding-switen, by a full-service aoplicatlon of the brakes
initiated ot a point &,228 feel rnorth cf the signsal.

Ine train digpatchner ss1d tnet 3% vag not possible for nim
to Aarrerce o meetinz weint botween tne twoing involved until ne
received information thnset Extra 1702 nad cepariec from Alvany.
Tnen re received taie informatlor, ae gen®t order No. 223 %o
bcree For Celiver, to No. 210 ard to rira%, Second and Third
4, wnizh vere followinws Ne. 21C closely, oecause ne exvected
Extrs 1700 to cleor at Agree solf ¢01en*lv in advance of tne
arrivel of Vo. 210 to perrit nin to arnul the order end to avold
trne necessity ing K C. Fo thouvat Yc. 210 mi-nt go
into clear elaiz tn of. 8ylvegter to mermit
First, Sscon S ce 1%, aad ns dié net Xnor tast
No. 210 wre ed ter until ne operator »% Syl-
vester ragorted its approaci a snert distoance ovay. Fe sald
tnat 1f ne rad sent the oreer To S;JJeutﬁ“, the l2st open office
goutlr of Acree, Yo. 210 would nave been z%oppod et that voint
to recelve the order , The Tour norta-kound trains would nave
been delayed coneidersbly, end it would nave been necessary to
establisn o mee tan noint soutn of Acree. In additior.,, ovecause
of close nesdwar Detween No. 210 and First 94, ne thougnt if hne
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cruged Yc. 210 to stop suddenly at Sylvester the flagi.er. of To.
210 would not nave sufficient time to provide odecuats flaog
protection. If tre treoin order involved nac vecn seunl to
Sylvester for delivery te No. 210, thie accident would rave

veen overited; nowever, the investigatlicn dieclosed tmot 10 ic
not vnvsvel tc sddreecs Trein oriers to tae suvderior crein ab

a nesting or weiting ooin*t. " The cperetor at Acrce spid that -
in addition to dilepleying nis trrin-order signal &%t sten for
'c. 210, ne tock specleal sreccautior by glving stop sipnels

witn o liziived red lenter.. from a pocsition oprosite tre svocion
on tne main track wnen the erpine was ebout 1,500 fee® soutn

of tae stocion. Thnz brekes of Ile. 210 were o0plied vren tae
enplte wee about 800 Teet south of tae station, ¢nd tue spced

ee coout 3C mileg per nour wasn tns engine pnssed tne statlon.

Cn Juily 1, 1242, & neqdé-end ccllision, r1esulting in tne
ceatn ol 1 rerson end tne injurr of 11C percons, occurred on
tne line ot this cerrler ac "nigram, Ge. There was no block
system in use on tnat part of tae reoilrosd. Tae report of thne
Commigsion covering the investigotion of taet accident staved
tnat if sn edequate plock system ned veen in use on Ttnis line
the accident would not neve occurred, and recoumended tne
estabhlicnment of on adegunte block system on the line involved.
Ir tne territory involved in ta2 present cacge, treing =re oper-
ated by Tlmetable end troin orders only. If an adequate ovlock
cystern o~d Dbeen 1in use, thnig accldent weuld not nave occurred.

Ceuse
It ig found tn~t tais eccident wes couced oy feilure do
ctev 2 stop indicetion disolayved by =2 trein-order signel.

It is rec
Conipeony estopl
involved ia tnl

L

.

Deted at Magnington, D. 0., tris second
ey of larern, 19448,

Ty tnc Commission, Commissicner Petierson.

w, P. TARTZIL,
(STAL)
Secretory.
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