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Date:
Location:
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Tonsist:
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Operation:
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SUMMARY

Atcnison, Topeka and Santa Fe
June 8, 1945

Nemo, I11.

Side collision

Engine and : Cut of freight
frelgnt car cars
3190

Engine and 1 car : 31 cars
10 m. p. h. : Standing
Auxiliary tracks

Auxiliary tracks; tarigent; 0.54
percent ascending grade westward

Cloudy

10:10 p. m,

1 killed

Movement being meade on an
auxiliary track wnlcn was

fouled by a car on turnout of
an adjacent auxiliary track
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(. INTERSTATE COMMEZRCE COMMISSION

TIIVESTIGATION NO. 2398

IN THE MATTER OF MAXING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS

UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF lAY &, 1910.

THE ATCHISON, TOPEXA AND SAMTA FE RAILWAY COMPANY

Accident at Nemo, Ill., on June 8, 1945, caused by g
movement being made on an auxlliary track wnich

was fouled by a car on a turnout of an adl)acen?t
auxiliary track.

1
. REPORT OF THE COMMISSION

PATTERSON, Commissioner:

On June 8, 194&, there was a side collision between
a freignt car and a freignt cer being pusned by an engine

on the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway at Femo,
wnicn resulted ir tne deatn of one employee.

lunder autnority cf section 17 (2) of the Interstate Com-

nerce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred by tae
Commission to Commissioner Patterson for consideration ard

disposition.
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Location of Accident and Method of Oneration

Tnis accident occurred on that vart of tne Illinois Divi-
sion designated as tne Second District and extending eastward
from Snopton, Towe, to Cnillicothe, Ill., 104.5 miles, a double-
treck line in tne vicinity of the point of accident over wnich
trains moving with the current of traffic are operated by sig-
nal indications and an automatic train-cortrol system. Eetween
Crmonde and Nemo, respectively, 42.7 and 44.4 miles east of
Snopton, a siding 1.18 miles long parallels the main tracks cn
tne soutn. The east switch of this siding 1s C.4 mile wes?t of
tné station at Nemo. Tne west switcn of a lead track 1,044 feet
long is 214 feet west of the east siding-switcn. Tnls track
connects the east end of the siding and tr: west ends of tnree
auxiliary tracks, cesignated from nortan to souvta as tracks No.
1, No. 2 ond lo. 5, which are, respectively, 1,498, 1,643 and
1,336 feet long. Tne west switch of track No. 5 is 79.2 feet
east of trhe east lead-track switehn, and is provided witn a No.
3 turnout. Tnc distance between the centers of track No. 1 and
the turnout of tne west switech of track No. 5 at tnhe fouling
point is 7 feet 8-1/2 incnes. Tne asccident occurred- at tne
fouling point of track MNo. 1 and tne turnout of tine west switch
of %track No. 5, at a point 22,3 feet east of the west switcn.
Trom the cast on track ¥o. 1 there is a compound curve ©to tne
left 738 feet in length, the meximum curveture of wnlcn is 129,
wnicn is followed by a tangent 882 feet to the point of accl-
dent. At the point of accident tae grade is 0.54 percent
ascending westward.

Operating rules reed in wmart as follows:
103. Wnern cers are pusned by an engine, ¥ % #

a trainman must take a conspicuous position on
tne front of thne leading car. % * *%

Deceription cf Accicdent

Extra 3190 East, an east-bound freignt train, consisting
of engine 3190, 69 cars and a caboose, stopped on tne siding
in tne vicinlty of the east switcn at Nemo about 10 p. m. Soon
afterward tne engine and trie first eight cars were detacned and
moved eastward on thc lead track and track No. 1 to tne east
switcn of track No. 5. Then tne eighth car was coupled tc the
eest end of a cut of 23 cars on track No. 5, and tne 31 cars
were moved westward on track No. 5 a sufficient distance for
the east car to clear tne turnout of the switcn of a spur track
located soutn of track No. 5. The engine was then detachned
from the cars on track No, & and counled to a car of stock on
tae spur track. Tne engine, in cvackward motion and pusning tne
stock car, proceeded westward on track No. 1 and wnile moving
at an estimated specd of 10 miles per hour tne car being pusned
by tne engine strucx tne west car of trhe cut of 31 cars on
trackx No. &, at the fouling point of traczx Ne. 1 and the turn-
out of tne west switch of track No. 5.

Tne west truck of tnz west car of the cut of 31 cars was
derailed. The stock car and the engine were sligntly demeged.



_ 6 - 2396

It was cloudy at the time of thie accident, which occurrcd
about 10:10 p. m.

Tne front brokeman was killed.
Discussion .

Engine 3190 was pushing a car wcstward on track No. 1 when
the car struck the west car of a cut of 31 cars, whicn was stand-
ing on the turnout of track No. 5 and fouling track No. 1. It
was dark, and nignt signals were being used. The front brakeman,
wno was on the west end and tne south side of thns car tnat was
being pushed by the engine, was killed in the accident.

The investigation disclosed that the front brakeman was the
only member of the train crew to accompeny the engine during the
switcning movements involved, and ne rcmeined in trhe vicinity o
the engine during the movcments. After the engine had moved tn
31 cars westward on track No. 5, the most wcsterly car stopped
on tnz turnout of the west switcn. No member of the crew was in
tne vicinity of the west switch wnen this movement waes being
made, and 1t was not known that the car fouled track No. 1 until
tne engineer observed the cer immediately prior to the colliision.
The front brakeman did not give any signal to the engincer, ond
took no other action to indicate that he saw the car wnich feuled
tne turnout. The conductor end tne flagman were in the caboose
wnen tne train stopped on the siding, and they were proceceding
toward the front of the train wnen the accident occurred. 1II a
member of the train crew had been on the west end of thc cut of
cers wnen the cut was being moved westward on track No. 5, it
would nave been known that the most westerly car on track No. S
fouled track No. 1 after thls movement was completed.

Gause .

It is foupd thet this accident was caused by a movement
being made on an auxiliary track wnhnich was fouled by a car on a
turnout of an adjacent auxiliary track.,

Deted =t Wasihington, D. C., this twentieth
day of July, 1945.

By tne Commission, Commissioner Patterson.

W. P. BARTEL, ®

SE
(SEAL) Secretary.



