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INTERSTATE COMiERCYE COMITSSION

INVESTIGATION NO. 2575

N L TTTR oF MAKING ACCIDENT INVEETIGATION REFORTS UNDER
cr

Trhn nCCLOENT RAPOY. & VE MeT 6, 1910,

T ATCHIDON, TOPERA & Salilfi I'E RATLVWAY COMPANY

Spril se, 1242,

T g

coclcent 4t Drvnan, ,uﬁlf., on poareh B, 1942, ceus~d by interior

train fouling msin treck immediately in front of follow1ng
sonorior train Vithaot cuttority or wrotection,

REPORD OF T GOILTe.,TON?

o invel &, 1042, trnore wis o ~ide colllsion poitwesn An
hoellten, Toweka & Santa e TEl'uey Ureignt briinoand a Unicn
Fooifie R oLiread hlosenyar traan on B, line o Bhe Atenason,
Topoke & Yruno. Fe kadiliogy oat Hryrmsn, Cotlir., nhileh resuttbend
inm tos ingury of & passencoere, 2 roiiay-mail clerks, 1 roil-
© oy oemmaeTes, & dinins-car o clovoes, 1 priviate-oar pT"MOV@
L e Drain-gorvies snsloytes This iocldent was investi-o

\‘ abed v zongennation it 0 roy rosentutive ol the Rzllroad
Cormigsivn of Coliforny o,

Under anthority of ccetacn 17 42) ‘of the Tancerstate Cormercs
i ths above-entitled nroce.aling v:o refcrreu by the Colmiscion
5o Commissioner Pattercen Tor considerstion .nd disposition.
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& re TS ctricet, wohich extends be-
t- cen Bargtow and Sun Zeraardire, Caiit., a distance ol 80.8
mitec, In tlhie Jdietrict trains of the Unicn reerfic kaillreng,
ey reverrd te as the U. P, are opersted cver the
traesc 2f thne Ateliiernn, Toreoz & SHanta Te NMolivav, herelnaféer
ieforiree o s tne A T. & T, T In tne vicialty of the ocint
cf rocilont this ig oo dontle-track ling over fich tralns arc
o errtel Lo Ritetabla, troin orim rg Ll oan au

n n tomguLn bloek-
man 2 elding 4,516.8 @
t

u
firnal sysh o a. At Era et in lengthc
ri“u Jel.s Lhe westoare wein treck cn tiue nerth. The st
siding-m3iten 1o locoted 1,47C.6 feet cast of the stuticn it
Brymen.  Thlr turnouwt of whiy awlteh ia 225 reecf in lensth.
The cecluemt vocurree on tre e brrapd main track b a point
100 foot st cr bhe vest sddint-awitel, Ut the touling point
of $he turnoit.  As the ipnt ot acxsicont s npnreached from
the «9% vho traeds oo bingent ¢ alstmee of rorve than 3 miles

- 1 - - N Pl -7 M N PP ~ £ ~ - e o~ .-
to tru~],uLht oo lient, A6 tbhe point of acciusant vhe srode
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main tiack switeh than the clenrcnce noint, and,
when zafe to 1o so, on crsoaite ~1de of traccg
until exicetad brain has btecn et 0f pusied.

* o ok o

The maxiyum auwbnorized cpeed ror bhe nassenger traln

invelvet vog 72 miles ncr hour.

Dogseription of Accident

Dxtra 380 "est, A wast-bound A. T. & &. F. freight train,
censicted of enzinc 2897, 4. Looded end 9 empty cars and &
cabocze. After a termincl air-brake test was made thies train
dernarted fra: Durestov, 235.6 mileg east of Brymon, ot $:09
Pe M., according tc the AL putcher's record of movvralt orf
troins, ona dacparted from Helensale, 4.9 miies enst of Bryman
ard the lust onen Jffice, 2t 8:14 p. me Tig lugrun wos 1eft
at Helendale vo srevide Tlag pretection fcr Extre 4892 to pro-
ceed to Bryoon cunerl of No.o 223, Txtra 3892 «toenped iun tlre
siding ¢ Brjran at €:80 p. w., 2accoriing to the statement
ol tne conuuctor, cny abeet 5 minutes 1.ber Stourted to cntfr
the westv  rd maia t~uck. While it was moving o

] ~ t ~AIl €8 Auttl
cpecd of b or 4 mileos per hour the tonier ne Abruck by the

AR lr

engine of No. 2703,

No. 220, =~ west-voune fipest-class J. . passenger train,

concisted (:f allgL ne "8, 4 om- caro, o bosgos: j

cor, 1 bagen sUry, ooeeacneg, 1 otourist ecr, ¢ Jdiniasg cor,

2 Fuilnan ;Jo;ding cars and 1 businers cur, in the order nemed.

A1l cars cvzre o 5 1 construetion. After 2 inal air-

brake test vae nade thie tr.in denartzd frem show

. ., cccording to tho 1Ju,.bnuu“'q r-ocord o©

traiag 10 minutee 1te. After the riasman o

board inc of Ve, 273 b Delona to, brd
T minutoc 1abe, pascca simmnl

fL

th-. eng

at C:aV p. ., C vhi -
ployvea pfccecd, and walle moving ob <n cstima ced of 18
to 20 wmiles por foulr it colliided witt Bxbra 28 st 2t tihe
feuling noint of Lbz vegt muding-switeh. The braxcs of No.
225 function.d properly at oll points vvhers us route.

n .\

Qi tlb 1mwpacth derailcd engine S92 and moved 1t
forward = di“ “nee of obouvt 735 feet, It ctoymed in line with
the troerk snid ]L"[‘u d o the rirnt 6 2n o mele o about 48 .
ingr:;s. The engins and tonder mere considerably 1lomaged. The
front truck of tre Tivet car woo deraited and this cor was
sligntly dare,ca.  Tnrine 7859, of No. 2.0, waw derniled and
stopped upright sna in line with the tx~k. Taz right side ot

th™ engine woe considerably drmsged.

It vizs Aaviight nd the weather was cl22r at tne time of
the weeident, whieh cccurred about 6:3% p. .
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The train-service ¢mploveocus injured were the fireman a2nd
the front brakeman cf No. 223 and tlie Tlagman and the cengine
of FExtrz 2892 Vest.

Data

According to the timetanle, Ho. 223 was due to leave
Hodee, 9.2 miles 28st of Helenaale, at 6:01 p. m., Helendale
at 6:10 p. m., ond Fryann, 4.9 miles wcst of Helendale, ut
6:16 p. 1. There 1s a giding ¢t each or those stations. The
capacity of the slaing at Brymzun is 62 cars.

The rules governing coperat.on on the line involved oro-
vide that an infericr train must he cleowr at the time a rirst-
clavs train in the sume darection i1s due to leave the next
station in the 1ear viere tiwe lg sbhrwm, Vhen a train is nov-
ing under circumstances in whici: i% may be overtaxen by ancther
train, the flagran nust bt2ke. such 4etion as may be necescary
to insure full proteetion. Av rezning and passing points the
cmpleyee attending the awitel rmust net unlock the awitch until
tue expected trawn has besn mcecb or nasser. ALl the employees
involved understood thezse reguirements.

]
t

Because the siding at Lelendzlie wag occupled by other

trains, Fxtra 3892 west departed from Heleondale 2t 6:14 p. m.
and procecded under flaz protection to Bryman, 4.9 miles wost
of Illelendale, on the tinc of No. 223, a Tcllowing first-class
troin. Extra 3827 West entercd tihe siding at Brvman at 6:30
p. m. to cledr for No. 203. About 5 minutes loter Extra 5892
startsd to enter the weestward mein track at the west siding-
switeh and the tender wus struck by the engine of No. 22u.

No. 223 picked up the flagman of Extra 3892 and departed
from Heclendale at 6:27 p. wm. The flagnan informed the engineer
of No. 223 thot Extra 3892 had departed from Helendale at 6:14

. . and would clear aw Pryvman if the siding was nct occupied.
englinemen of No. 223, who wer: on thelr respective cides
the cub, snd the flagman, whe was 1n the gargway on the
ight sidc of the engine, were maintaining a lookout ahkead.
tae enginc of Ne. 222 reached < point about 1,000 teet
ast of signal 251, the engineer observed the zspoet of this
ignal change from red to yellew to areen, =nd irmmediately
ftcrward he obscrved the cobeose of the preeeding troin on
he siding clear of the main truck. The engineer controlled
the speed of his tiain sco that his engince weuld stop in the
vicinity of thc ciboose Tor the fiagrian tc alight. When the
engine reached a peilnt 2bout 570 fecet east of signal 251, the
enginccr onserved 2 pember of the crew of Extra 3892 near the
caboose giving 2 signal with a white flaz. When the engine
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of No. 223 passed the caboose, the conductor of Fxtra 3892
ornlly instructed the flegman to remain on the engine of o,
203 and to continuce to Yicvorville, 10,5 miles vest of Dryman,
in order that this trsin wouid not be delayed unnecessarily. .
The engineer of No. 223 ¢bzcrved that the front of the train
on the siding was clzar of the main track and that the wes
siding-switch was lined for mcvement on the moin ftrack. He
incercosed the speed of hia train te abeout 30 miles per Lhomr.
When nis engane reoeochra @ neint about 350 feet cast of the
wost siding-owiteb Le cbszrved that Txtra 8892 was moving
westward and trat the engine Fad Covled the nain track. The
eugineer ot Me. P23 imedictely ploced the braxe valve in
emcrgency positicn bub the dictince was not cufflicient to
step osliert of Extiea 38Y°,

The front btrokeman of totra URS2 ¢nid that his train
cntered the siding at Brymon to olear for Ho. 223. Aboub 3
minutes later hic engineor instricted him bo go Lo the west
slaing-switch and te line ih ror thelr Lrain to enter Lhe mmin
track after No., 223 pisged. whon be roached the owicen hic
~ng ineer c¢nlled to Riire to Tine the cwitenh immed rtely. e
started to raise the throging l-ver bo cperatc L switeh but,
obscrving his troin moving e th- rain traok nd No. 570 ap-
preoaching abveut 250 fect dict nt, Le ropitcd the throwing
Jeveor, ana the rcollizion occurred wlwoct rumediboly.  Tho
cneglncer of Bxtre 692 gnia that bis Lrain had been stonding
on the siding 2t Brymen =several minutes waibing for No. 225
.to pasc when ke Jooksd bovore the rcar -na obeerved thet his
concuctor was ¢iving o signal vitl o whitce flag which he inter-
preted 2as v ogigns] for hix train to picocesd. e Gid not sco
cny train approaching on the westvard mein track. ™o soundcd
>wo chort blaste on the enpine -Mdistlo =nd culled to tre frent
brakemen to linc th~ rwiteh for entry te the mein trock. lMove-
rment of his train had just been started wnen the fironan warned
bim of the approaching train. The cnginecr drnzdi toly movea
the brake valve to orergcicy position but the -ngine entered
the surnout wnd foulitcd the westarl main traock. The cngineer
gid that when he acted on the signo® ¢iven by the conouchor
lie thought the meverment ot his train from the siuing te the
main tracit was being proLocetod by the eondvcetor. He did not
have on underst-nding “ith the ceniuctor s to whab instruc-
tiong had beon given to £ho flapiinn b i lerdale, but he  wssumcd
that fleg protection bad b-cn orovid.de .nd that no furtheor suth-
ority was rcoccuived for his v~:dn to 1rceod boejsenda Dryman ahend

of No. 223; hovrever, tte crginocr s2id o trein obtrer than No.
229 could brave ¢ pproncehod from the ceet, =0 kis Tlagmon wo8 pro-

teeting against We. 028 ¢rly. The conduchor ot Fxtra 3892 said
the signnl he gove w3 not intended o~ o ¢ipmi) for his trrin

to procecd. Ho was facing to-.3d No, 228 vhrn Lo gove the
signsl which wae intended to cenvey infornotion to the enginecr
of No. 223 and the flagman of Fxbra J&82 fhat tiho flagmon wos



-9 - 2575

-

to proceed to Victorville to avold stopping No. 222 at Brymsn.
When Extra 3892 begon to move slowly in the siding, the con-
ductor snd 2 brakeman, who were on ths grcund a2 short dis-
tunce to the rear of the cabocse, thought their engine would
stop cast of the clearunce poirt. They were not aware of 2ny-
thing beilng wrong until the 2eeident occurred. Uncder the
rules, Txbtra 3892 was reoulred to remain in the siding ot
Bryman wntil No. 223 hnd passed unlegs rroper authol-ity to
proceed or flag protection wac provided. If thesc renuire-
ments hod bheen compIied with this accident woula hove been
avertad.

Cause
It ie fTound thot this accident was causcd by an inferior
train fouling the main track imhedintely in front of a follow-

ing superior troin witonout awthesity or protection.

Doted ot Washingtos, . €., ¢h&s twenty-ninth duy of
April, 194 .

By th. Comni.rion, C¢pmsiasionsr Pattcrson.

W. P. DARTHL,

(SEAL) Secrotary.



