
Plamin.-; thu Use of Trades to '.-1®$% 2raei\;&ncy Transport Heeds 

3r Thon. H. ;-!ac:>u.iald, SeuaittslGser of Public-Roads 
Presented before Aswricaj. Cruel; lug A s s o c i a t i o n s , "..si'*. 

Sou Tor:.. City, October 2 7 , v. ;p'^ : 

Soraecie aatU ©.-\rlter this y e r r , qxiito correctly: 

aThia count r* ia nov tootori.; t; 5u the ee\:s of a transportation 

shorta.;^." 

It ia -tot just n coincidence that we cgsoroached a trans-': 

*ortf/ilcn iihortn,,.© l.i tho seco.ia year of the national defense -

pro.rrnru I t iw the direct roault of the e^lQ-yaeat of four 

...liltioa n^-iUcasl vorkora ix tha pas t two years. Our I n d u s t r i a l 

•>.-o;.uctiou this yeo? will probably establish a new record, tit • ' • 

v i l l hr».ve n national Income o:* porh«ipo tfU billion dollars, oom-

pr.ro>; with >rcvtous hit;h of & b i l l ten i.i 1 9 2 9 . 

But t'u; real teat o f cr.u- transfertailoa foe i l l t i e s l i es 

aI.o*v*. The- IT-tio.ial Re;.tfurcoe Pla;.-;!^, 3oar£ has e s t imated tha t 

by 1/^3 we will t t o x v $0 alllieu .aaa at work. That 

O'v:-p:\rea wit'. l i7J- ul l l loj . i:, U'3v A b o u t 5 2 u i l l l e a t h i s year. 

It ..v..ti.ie that v'-or««a we S"OUa million additional men to work 

1.; tl.e PAST t-/o years, in the ;t2X2 tvo years we raay employ SIX 

jj.il Li on a&itloaal workers. 

Z*e Pl.^i.1.!:.;. Boud o s t i t e s th.it **r I n d u s t r i a l production 

will reach s t i l l .-renter :t£hs to Kae aex t two years, and tha t - -• 

o-iv national i*coac '411 a-'io 'nt to 100 bill ion dollars in 19*$» 

or nearly 25 percent more thau In 13K9. 
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Yew c.-n sea that this j;reat industrial expansion wil l 

place e:\ nrorecediutod burden o? transportation. I f the 

c can try is teetorin,: on tho e-V"e of a transportation shortens 

yc - ; , whore will i t be !C2X2 ye^r nrul th© year after? In 

the .-.last of a tivi-unortntlon crisis? 

-ant is not nt*cea*(U'ily the answer, The trucking industry 

hr\s :\ t o i --rtv.nlty to Co ita "nrt i.\ provin.- that in not the 

a.»tiwor, r.ad to ost.Molln-: HseU 1A n -oultioa of undisputable 

i xl;la:.o-.i;;r.jil it;- i.\ the ITatlo.i'a t r a n i M O r t r t i o n eye tea. 

You .-..re i-s «i relatively „cr^ /oaltlon to ;-ipko an excellent 

sV.vl •„ too. At a when increase:'. c-tu\Cifcy has become so 

v t b l , the trr.c'.ci: ' lidur.tr;' has r-bout U<? percent jaore trucks 

re 1 stored t:.w 1.-. 1 9 3 ? " o othor typ« of f rsi.tiit transport has 

ViM-.- •• .;*••*'l0'''' :1~ r 1 1 0 iar.\o -,in licrense. 

The true;-;. I:;,; indue try is already respond la.-; to th© 

i.tcru-uiel ..ip-ar., for transport.-tto.i, .lie load trucks carry 

t'iiy ye; r ;>rob:-bl;' will be about gJ: :> or cent greater than i t was 

l:. l r;3 c?. I:. !(..'3:.-» trucku carried appraria/'tely a 5S~billlon 

ton-oils load on rural roads. X.1 19^1» the total carried load 

on rural l.l .hways will nr ireach 72 bil l ion ton-miles, according 

to preliminary i-»ti satos. 
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-he lri'r; tr-wk aovo;:s'.it, taetdaitall", equaled About a 

»t^T- • of th© total Vuv.iV tie naao y^;r by rallroacU, Thin tudl-

tt.c •.•en .tf:.ibl« .••.•owth i;\ truck t/aunpor-tation atuoa tho 

f i rut uoriJ W A R . 

7.,? 1̂ ,--1 ' n o ' . i.o/>' will be he*ivily -</ei>.htou with tie/oieo 

•GO-h: . It A*; cqti-aate.. that »bout ;*5 pcrooat of the 1% million 

•lotjr t--S:v i.\ con'ioo f.re e;i ;r̂ ;e-.*. 1:. ^aulim tha raw 

ar te.-i.ile r;;-' '"'o.'uoty of /.e-oiiao Uduu trios. 

r t i - : * O \ ; arc doiu: r. f i;*e Job. >at oau vou kee? up 

T H V :>nco? Tov l-.st'vijn, I F t,du«ferial act iv i ty â  *onattre,& by 

ur TI-xi.nl i I C O - : : O T H C tr^aiy .-. o-.se Licro&'je 30 percent la tho uoxt 

twe . c %-v- • p vUl ai \tway t .v.j^ort be I H ^ I O to k©»*p 'V with the 

ao-a* ;C ' cr I T N service©? Sow of -'en- beve .Tlrt>;?**y !'ad to rofuao 

ac-e o;' t-i» ; i " I . ; I L ; I U U B that ' V I S co,3© • our way. 

A*- ft 1 1 -.o 1 i:;<» this, r ti:i* of r«i>id eapnnatoa ia 

i .iuetr;-, tho tx- . C ' X I V . . . I . -> . ' .UBTR; - opomt*B at a dofiilto die-

• \ - . v o n wHh th*'- rrliroa«,*-A* *ho tracking -indue try 

ia O I . , a.*.1 vawieDy - ' - w i t h , all due i-cc^ect to American Truckle 

A F O O N L A ' i o . a , Inc., i I . X central or^eii^atioa. I t o\»>loya 

•K0*jv.bly ili.c. ?Vfc million pooplo, couparod with the 

I L L ion totr.-. o.' vl\ > v loyws of the railroads. Shat oa© 

-.lllio:: i.: rftllr")iviin,, includes ©vcvyoue from on. :la« wlpers 
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If -\ cvisls ia transport,* tio;; wore to £ ovale;1 suddenly, 

t*w I«t.,-.*ct«t^ Coraorco Commission eouli* ask for service," 

fro.-.; t'.o railroaun eivrily by aakins 0 . 1 0 telephone call to tha. 

Association of A'iorica.1 Jctnilroals. 

II: e tw.c'-ci.y, in tins try could iot he so easily mobilised. 

O i k telfv.oiv; call to Ai.e.'icnn Jr^ckin,.; Associations woult* be 

very of Active i ro»ehia.• several thousand for-hire truck 

operators, but uwver;>l million other track owners would be 

missed. • • 

'̂ ..e later itpte C onus roe Comniooior* could also call th© 

"K- i \cipU .•.•»! lro< *• oavanlto. 7ale;-KI0UE calls to about JO 
co\.pnnlea uuulh roach the wcjor part of tho railroad industry, 

*vjp>v:;viti::.. n;.-o;;t 90 -jorcont 0*" tho total investments of class 1 

rail;'o;v*c. 

It is;, i : pou-i ' le ev,:: \-ith s o v o l t I iw.tfrod telephone 

e-aia to re."-,c; npproci.'vYU p-.irt of the trucking industry • 

o.; the bods of i:.ve>tted capital or r-i: other basis. 

3y *h«so co.-A^i.tt; I do not *wr:* to s-x; -cat that the \" 

t r .cki.i^ i:uv\stry oV.ouVh be* or .aaisou likr. the railroads into 

r, relatively ?*w bi/. co'.;co.v:*s, I an O'hly ottphasisiay that lack 

of or.:a£is;.tio:. iu a fcoadicap coor-ii.iatia.-i the industry for 

greatest service 1: the event of a trs^f^oi-TATIO.'s shorter;©. 

And it i s the mpi. reason ve fir'-. .;0'-' conr*. .etln,-; the national 

defense tr^ck *vi:'. b*-.a inventory. It is also the nain reason 

truck owners shoal d rse loafl to the inventory. 
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The inventory i s a means of organising the trucking 

industry — on paper — so that i t s services can he utilised 

with greater efficiency in meeting the transportation requirements 

of the national defense program. 

I m sure th.°t by this time, s l l of you are very familiar 

with tho way tho inventor;'' ia bein ;; conducted. It was requested 

by tne Oeprrtaent and is bein^ sponsored by the Highway 

Traffic Alviaory Committee to the War Department. 

It was organised by the Public Stonds Administration, and 

is be in . -wVded throxvh the motor-vehicle registration agencies 

in tho various S to to a. 3TO.-J the records of these agencies 

questionnaire cm-da are addressed to truck and bus owners —» a 

white cnrd to trie'; owncra and a blue card to bus owners. Tho 

white card calls for such information as the make of the truck, 

year of manufacture, type of body, capacity, #ad so on. 

Che of tho key questions reads this way: "In case of 

an emergency would ;-ou voluntarily hire or lease vehicle to 

a federal agency?11 That question has bothered a good many 

truck owners. Soiae have indicated they wore afraid to answer i t , 

or, even afr&id to answer the entire Questionnaire, for fear 

the ftovemmun t would come around the next day end take their- -• 

trucks. Others, already engaged in hauling; defense goods 

thought this uor!c eliminated the necessity for f i l l ing out the 

questionnaire ccrd. 



V© hare euphaoised A..al'-i and a a la that we want every 

truck owner to f i l l out a questionnaire cp.rd, :io matter what use 

ht may bo unkinv of his truck and no matter how ho may choose to 

answer tho question about leasi:v; the truck to a Sover&iaont 

a».ency. do not expect every truck owner to answer "yes" to 

the question. But ve uust have information on every track, 

and every bun, in order to plan tho production of trucks aad 

busses and replacement parts under the Government1 a priority 

system. On tho basis of the boat information now available, 

the Office of Production ^..ao^emnit has already established a 

priority rr.ti.u. to step -zp the production of heavy motor trucks 

and to maintain the present rate of production of aedluai trucks. 

The returns froa the inventory will be highly valuable In checking 

the adequacy of this priority rating. 

."Jo far jis raoro efficient transportation Is concerned, 

perhaps tha .mst Important outcome of the Inventory will be the 

creation of truck pools or truck clear in.; houses to faci l i tate 

the leaain l S of truck'., by owners wllliiv; to lease, for use by 

other operators or in other areas in need of additional -facili­

ties to serve defense Industry. She Inventory facts would be 

invaluable in the operation of such clear in.-' houses. - She hiri*.5&-..-. 

and leasing of truck's on a commercial basis under some such -

set-up as this ua&oubtocUy will fc-.r surpass any Government 

hiring or leasing. 



records O B T A I N ^ ; in T H © inventory are specifically . ' v 

iutoadod for 7nr 2o*>nrV.ic.\t uoe. I:i F A C T tho £8part&ent: • 

r '^ l ie-- the cruertiou ;alrt* c?rds that " O N A R O f i l l i p out* , You ' 

v t l l ,-et 8 X I & lde*. o ' the wry the Var Bepartaout asy use the • . 

lavatory reco;dn I F you will recall aoae of T H O Ar̂ ty dOTe-seats 

invoivi \ . comorcinl vehicles. 

latest illustration to coue to ^y ntte&tlon is tho 

shift of thousand ue. or th© 25th Diviaion F R O W Pennsylvania 

to K M E U V E R S in horth Carolina last noath. 2ha Aray- supplemented 

it?) ovi vv'.Ucloe with <oout 75 trac tor-seal trail or unite A N D 

about -•>'•'} buss©., or cotr-h-rclal motor carriers, X understand 

this v.--, th, 'ir-it ti.- a fvll Arny .-i vision has niovod C0TV.>letsly 

by M O T O R vehicle. 

"Ith recordi! o»" tr.cka available Tor hire or lease, 

c l a r i f i e d accardi.:., to bod1* ty;>e, oiso, a.id othar character-

iqticn, tV;e Ar .y c... .r?icKly soloct th* duahev i.V claan of 

t r . .c>4 i t nny h«npc>i to need in ;« p.<*rticular are?, and 'lake 

ijusdiat© anvu u o -tnU "it!: tie ovaore/ So far as the G-CVARAS.oat 

Is concern ' , the Wa/ Dopnrtaent will undoubtedly - H A V © G R E A T E R > 

use for tV: recovds fro-:i the lavs? story than any other "a&eacy> 

2; it, t:*^c!c aji'. h*/n inventory h&.c be.ui vary well received 

by vehicle* owners. "o-~ H A V © been eve.: rjore r e c . o i . O L V O tha:: we 

anticipated. Tov; have- al'.w.i a sincere I N T E R E S T i:i . : I V I N . - t h © . 

5ovoi-u^»»s:jt n. cotsolet^ set of f.actu about \n*v<," vehicles. 



In :.io:;t of the States that had botfia the Inventory by 

October 1, portents.;© w t o s at tho evl o:H the first two weeks 

were already considerably in exoeeo of the final total expected 

fro;-.* the uflUi-1 sail questionnaire. At the end of last woo^, wo; 

had returns as hijh as 58 percent. Twelve States had returns 

of more than percent, and about 25 had refc\ras of store than---; 

'JO porcoit, 2ho Inventory is in a l l stages of completion, 

So.;e States ;.;>\lloA the questionnaire cards September 25» end 

o.\ft Strte will /tot mil until .'ovesaber M. 

I have :o doubts about the willixvaess of you who aro 

he;v today to cooperate in this inventory to the fullest extent. 

I axa s*.-.re ix-.t If you have received your questionnaire oerdc, 

tH«\v aro alrvcdy f i l led out end returned or ore now bsin*. f i l led 

out. >;t bar." h.o.:o, there will be ito^e tm;3r. operators who are 

r.ot so rer.porifl I •/<?, who eta not unusretr-Xiu th*vt it ie their " • 

patriotic ity to f i l l out their carta. I hooe you will do a l l 

you ciw t-* l-.j-tuonc* these individuals to do their part ia this 

national dofanec inventory of trucks and busses. . we want to. • 

c o l l e t o i t to the full satisfaction of the Var Doparfceient, 

This; aoane wo aust have close to 100 percent cooperation from 

all truth BA-X bus <?wne**s, 


