
FARms AND THS 'iAnOKAL BSOTSS TSUCK IimftTORT 

Radio interview by Thomas H, MacDonald, Commiaeioner, Public 
Roads Administration, Federal Works Agency* and Wallace L« Xadderly, 
Chief, Rsdio Service, U. S. Department, of Agriculture, ^ftftfififlfr 
during the Deportment of Agriculture portion of the National Pern 
and Home Hour, Friday. September .26. 19Ul». by the National Broad-
casting Company and associated blue-networic stations, L • 

KADDE3LY, 

VJG have as e suest today a nan who served in the D\ S. 

Department of Agriculture for 20 years as Ohief of the Bureau of 

Public Roads —* Mr, Thomas H» MacDonald. 

About two years ago, the Bur aaa. was transferred to the big 

new Jederal EorkB Agency and i ts name changed to the Public Roads 

Administration, lit. MacDonald was given the net? t i t le , "Commissioner 

of Public Roads,n and continues to direct the federal-aid highway 

program. 

Ut, MacDonald, we* re very glad to have you on the national 

Farm sad Home Hour once more, 

MACDOSAX.D. 

I'm fflad to be talking to a farm audience again, Mr, Xadderly. 

KADDSHLTi 

You had something to say to farmers. So we thought — — ™ 

KACDOUALD. 

^-^-.-^and X know of no better place to say i t than on the 

Perm and Home Hour, 



- 2 -

The War Department and the National Defease Advisory Commieiion 

have asked us to make an inventory of trucks and busses for national 

defense. They want to set up detailed central and regional registers 

of all trucks, busses, and freight trailora in tho country similar 

to the records available on railroads, water shipping sad aviation. 

The inventory will be made by mail. Ehe State Motor Vehicle 

Registration Agency will bo headquarters for tho inventory in each 

State. 

The Public Roads Administration of the federal Works Agoncy 

has planned and will supervise the inventory. Tne WPA, another unit 

of the Federal Works Agency, will provide clerical assistance in 

nearly al l of the States and then will analyze returns and l i s t the 

vehicles, 

XADMSLTi 

And you want farmers to cooperate in this inventory because 

they own such a large proportion of tho trucks in the country. 

HiCDOKALDi 

Tea, we certainly do want faraere to cooperate . . . . . . the 

million or more trucks on farms are about a fourth of a l l the trucks 

in the country] Think of the tonnage of defense materials and 

essential civilian supplies these trucks could move when they were 

not needed for far© work, 

KADSmT! 

They certainly could be a big help. Just HOW do you want 

farmers to cooperated 



'.'hat ..'0 want tho••. to do is very aiaple., 3*ch farmer who 

owna a truck v i l l receive an inventory card—just a email card-

to f i l l out. 

All ha has to do is to answer a few questions about th© \ 

make of hie truck, its capacity, kind of body (whether stake body, 

rack, pitf̂ -uy* or other kind), tho aeaaon of the year the truck is'." 

moat urgently needed on the farm, whether in an emergency ho would 

be willing to hire or lent-.o it to a Government agency., 

After the farcer f i l l s out the card, the nest thing for \ 

hi-.i to do is to return it iaiaedlatoly in tho poatrv© free, aolf-

nddresaed envelope. The information wil l b© confidential* 

ZADrSHZiY! 

Well, that soundo easy enough, 

;-ACD0;iAL3: 

It is ©a«y« Aid It will take not more than 10 minutes 

of hio time to do It. 

KA232ELY: 

I know i'ow have a convincing reason why i t ' s noceflsary 

for a farmer to f i l l out one of these Inventory cards, 

I-ACZXTAXiD; 

T o s . . . . . • aad It*s a double-barreled reason, 

KAXE3IY: 

All rifht, fire the first barrel. 



We want every farmer who owns a truck to f i l l out one of tho 

inventory cards, because the information is needed in planning^ tho : 

transportation reauirements of the national defense program? Wo 

suet keep materials flowing to defense industries. Wo must keep 

military and civilian supplies moving to their destinations. Wo 

must keep docks and rail terminals free from congestion 

Trucks are already doing a big Job. We must plan for s t i l l 

greater efficiency in truck transportation, fhe defense program 

must not bog down for lack of transportation fac i l i t i es , no matter 

what emergency may come. 

The first reason for farmers and other truck owners to 

cooperate in the truck Inventory, then, is that their help Is 

needed in planning more efficient use of trucks in the national 

defense program. 

How before you fire your second barrel, one question. Ton 

say "trucks are already doing a big job" — how big? 

MACDQIIAIO)} 

Well, l e t ' s compare them with the railroads, oa the basis of 

tne total tonnage of freight and the distances i t Is moved. On that 

baeie, trucks now haul about a sixth as much freight as the railroad*. 
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KA2DERLY: 

It 's amazing how truck transportation has grown in tha last 

few yeara. 

All ri£.:t, fire your second barrel, Mr. McDonald reason 

STo. 2 for frrnere who own trucks to cooperate in this inventory* ; 

iUCBCCAlI): 

The second reason ie demonstrated in thlo story from England. 

when the present war began, Shgland slowed down the production 

of trucks and track narts* She thought she had to produce war 

materiale in truck factories. 

By the end of the first year of the war, transportation wao la. 

a snarl. Segland had to organize a l l available trucks into a "truck 

pool". 

All of t.-.ie was voluntary. The Government hired the trucks 

and tbvir drivers and v>aiu th© owners on a tonnage basis, at a rate 

equal to the earnings of tie truck in a normal year before the war* 

England did in the aidst of war the thing ve're trying to do 

nov so that we -can be. prepared before any more serious emergency 

strikes. We, too, want to plan a "truck pool ," but we want to do it 

nov so that we ' l l be ready for any emergency. 

KADDZELY: 

Then this is the second reaeon for truck owners to cooperate 

ia tlie inventory — to help plan for greater efficiency in truck 

transportation SOW, before any emergency strikes. 
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iUCISOSUlu}: 

Mr. Kadderly, there ia even a very good third reason for farmers 

and others to cooperate in the inventory, fhe Government needs the 

information on trucks and hushes in planning for the defense of i&hie v 
country. Therefore, it is tho patriotic duty of every truok and "bus 

owner to do hie nart in supplying this information. 

If anyone hesitates "because of any fear of loss, I vant to 

assure aim taat the Government will make ful l compensation for the 

services of any vehicle i t Uirm or leases. 

KADDSRLY: 

Veil, nov, ;r . MacBo-u'ld, let me emphasise one or two points 

for our far:* l ie toners: 

If you ova c true;: you v i l l o->on receive an inventory card 

on which to f i l l out information about t.:at truck — its make, 

capacity, kind of bod;', its busy st^Bon, whether you would be willing 

to l&- or rent it to a Government agency In an emergency. 

Fi l l that ct-rd out promptly aad return i t lTOsdiatsly, postags 

free. 

Mr. M*cDonald, will the return address be on the card? 

Yes, there will be a return envelope vlth the crrd. All tne . 

track ovner needs to do is to f i l l out th© c&r&, slip it In the 

envelope, end drop the envelope in the nailbox. 
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XADD&BLY: 

I'm sure you can depend on our patriotic farmers to cooperate 

whole-heartedly with you in this national defense inventory of trucks. 

farm and Home Friends, Thomas R. MacDonald, Commissioner of 

the Public Roads Administration, Federal Works Agency, hae explained 

the national defense truck and bue inventory now under way, and your 

part in organizing the highway transportation resources of the 

country for national oefer.se. 

http://oefer.se

