FARVERS AND THE YATIONAL DEFENSE TRUCK INVENTORY

Radio interview by Thomas ‘B Hsohn&ld. Gmissianer
Roads Administrstion, Federal Works Azenay, and Wallace Ls
Obief, Redio Service, U, 5. Denartment of Agriculture, ¥
during the Depnriment of Azriculture portion of the Naticual Farm -
and Home Hour, Friday, September 26, 1941, Dby the National 3?036:--
casting Compeny and nssociated "biue-ne work stations, -

R NS A W M T M

EADDERLY | o
We have as & suest today a man who saerved in the m s |
Department of Agriculture for 20 yearn-._aa_ﬁhl.eff of the Burem
Public Roads ~- Mr, Thomaa K, Maeﬂo#ﬁ}d._' - e
About two years z2go, the Bureau was transferred to:»:tﬁé’.-’aig'

new Faderal Vorke Asencry and its name oimnged to the Public Roa.dl
Administration. iir. MacDonald was given the naw titla, “Gc:mmiuaionor
of Public Roads," snd continues ta direct the_i’gd._e_m‘l-«aid, highway
progran., | | 7 B
kr, HacDonald, wa*ra vary giad t.o have yov. on the Yational

Farm snd Home Hour once mre.
MAGDONALD: _ | e
Ihn {rl'aa to be taim'n_g- '-‘_t"o-' a -faf;;_ a@'mge agnih’.-,g_'g;i

~ You had aomathiné tc; aav %o faméi‘,(‘;;‘._r- | Sb__nq thw.gh—-—-w

: ..,__,......—.,and I lémw’.éf‘ ne -:%éttei'..féiéf.é:ai ?o vay 1t tha,nan&w '

Farm and Home Four,




The War Department and the Natiaaai Defonqa-Aﬁ&iﬁai}.ﬁé@ﬁigiﬁq&
" have asked us to make an inventory of trucks and busaes tor3nbiibﬁ§i
defense. They want to set up detailed central and ragionnl rggist
of all trucks, bucces, and fraight trailore in the country eimilar
to the records avallable on reilrcads, water shipping an#-awi&ztdgg
The inventory will be made by mail. The State Motor Vehiols o
Registration Agency will be headquarters for the inventory in each -
State. o

The Public Roads Adminlstration of the raderal-ﬂorka:Atinoy' 
has planned and will supervise the inventory. The WFA, anothar ﬂnit
of the Federal Works Agency, will provide clerical assistance in :
nearly all of the Statas and then will analyze returns and list.tho
vehicles. :
XADDERLY ¢

And you want farmers to cooperate in this inventory baﬁaugp-
they own such & large proportion of the trucke in the cuuntty¢ :_-¥'f-'

HACDORALD:

Yes, we certainly do want farmsre to cooperatq rasanh the

million or more trucks on farms are about a fourth of all ths tradt§
in the country! Think of the tonnage of defense materials anﬁ
sssential civilian supplies these trucka could move wham thqy wﬁra
not needed for farm work.
EADDERLY: . e :
They cartainly could bde a big help. Juat Bwado idﬁ g#g?ift

farmers to cooperatoi



FACDCIALD:

What wo want thew to de is very slaple. gaalii. famgrma
ovas a truck vill receive an laventory card--just.a mallmd.
to fill out, o |

All he han to do is to answer » fow queations about the

maike of his truck, lts capacity, kind of body (whether sts)s:a 'boéy

racls, ple=y or other iad), the season of the year the truclc :
most wurpently needed on the farm, whether in an e“nere,ency ‘m wj;
be willlag to Gdre or lepse 1t to o Governmez:t aAgENnCY,. - o .
After the farsor 4lls out the card, the next ﬁhing for :
hiz to do is to return it Lasedlately in the noatag.,a i‘ree‘ se\lf-'
adiressed eavelops, The {aformation will be cmfi&ential. .- |
FADIERLYS -
Well, that sounds casy enough,
+ACDOIALD: _ _
It 18 eacy, Aad it will take not more thanlﬁmizmtaa
of his time to do it, | | |
I ¥mow on have & ::mwincmb reason wh.y 1t's naceasary
for a farner to ;ill out one of theae inventar*s ca.rds.
ACDOTALD: o
Yosacuass and itts 2 doubia»-bax_*re}.ed-féé;ﬂn@_mw
EADDZALY: o

A1l right, fire the first darrel, .



We want every farmer who owne & truck to fi1l buﬁ'aﬁ§ oi.%

invanto*y cards, decause the infermation is needed in planning thn

trananortation reauirements of the naticnal defaaaa programz ﬁ%

mist keen materinle flowing to defenss induetriea. Ve must keap :
military snd eivilian supplies moving te their destinationa;- ﬁb
;:ﬁust keep docks and reil terminsls free from congestion |

Trucks are already doing a big Job. We must plan-fbr }ﬁiii
~.greater efficlency in truck transvortation. The defenaé}ﬁroginéz.
T-must not bog down for lack of transportation facilitles, no ﬁ§ﬁ£§f

" what emergency may come.

.,  EADDARLY:
The first reason for farmers and other truck ovn#rs-i§ '“.
.coopereta in the truck inventory, then, ie that their help 15  ?
needed in plenning more efficlent use of trucks in the national
Y defense program. | '
Now before you fire your sac&ndkhérrﬁl;'ona_guggtion;  §§ﬁf
- say "trucke are already ﬁcing.& big joﬁf - hﬂ? ﬁizy_'. EEE S
' - MACDONALD L . R

Well, let's compare them with the railroa&s, on tha baaia-d

the tote) tonnnge of freight and tha distanco; it iarmnwad. an_thaﬁ

" baste, trucks now haul about a sixth as muéhffraight asithg-ralgtﬁaﬁs



KADDERLY:

It's amazing hov truck transportation has growﬁ riz_x"' ti_m hbﬁ. v
few years. ;.
All rigat, fire @ >ur second barrel, Nr. *f.scDonald — reaao':.
Ho. 2 for frrmers vho own trucks %o coonarata in this inventorys :
LACDOIALD:
The seccnd reasor is demonstrated in thip story from England.
Wnen the present war began, iIngland slowed down the prodnot,'«b_ E
of trucks and truck varts. She thought she had to prutluea wm‘ '
materlnle in truck factories.
2y the end of the first year of the war, traz;apermtion wﬁaj in-
a snarl., 3England had to organisze all avallable trucks into a "truck:
noolh, L
All of tuls wae voluntary. The Governnent hired the tmclce
and thelr drivers and wald tiie owmers on a tonnage basls, at gt:.'.i'aﬁég. £
amual to the esrnings of t.e iruel in a normal yeé.r before .th.e VAT,
Bngland dic in the aldst of war tue thing velre trying to do
nov 80 tuat we'oan be.prepared hefore any more serious emergsncy
striles. We, too, want to plan & "truck pcal_,_"_ tut we want 'be&u
nov po tuat walll be ready for any emérgénby- A : o
EADDIRLY: o :
Then this is the eacond reagon for truck o')mer'ﬁ -fi;'o co@m“ -
ia the mvantary —m to neln p‘lan f or greatar ef‘iciancy 1:1 tz'uck

transportation ‘ﬂ‘O? before any energency strikes. ':-



MACDONALD: -
- Mr. Kadderly, there is even a very good third..r-:ﬁeaéon farfmm
and otiere to cooperate in the laventory. The Goy‘arnm_e_nt nea_d_s‘;.::'jl._:'he.f .
inforrnatlion on trucie and busses in planhi_ng for tha i:le:f onte Qfﬁhiﬁ
.'.oountry. Therefore, it is the patriotie duty of evory fmuk nndm .
owner to do nis mart in supnlying this information. |

If anyone hesitates because of any fear of loss, I want to
asgure lm that the Government will maite full compensation for ﬁﬁd

services of any vehicle it hives or leases.

EADDERLY: L
Well, nov, :r. tacDomeld, let me emphaslze one or Vtwo pnizﬂm
for our Ierm lleteners:
If you ovn o trucs you will ouon recelve an ihmntory cf_"..r.d_.

on wirieh to f1l1 out information about taat truck -~ ite nale, B

capecity, 'dnd of bodr, its Lusy aecson, whether you would be williﬁg
to le-se or vent it to a Government agency Iln an Qmergancy. . | :
Fill that cerd out promptly and return 1 i’f;;'aedif%tély; W“WQ
frae. o o i
Wr. HacDonald, will the return aidrese be on the card? i
 LACDCYALD: —
Yes, tuere will be o return envelopa. éith the"c;-:d, All thq
truck owvner needs to do iz to Till out fi;-e_ verd, elinit Ain taé :

envelome, end dren t.e euvelene in the nailbox.




'XADDERLY:

I'm sure you can depend on our patriotic:fﬁrméi§ £g;§§ﬁ§§rﬁt
'.wholeuheartedl; vith you in this national defonae iﬁv§h§0§§ﬁéf5ﬁru.
Parnm and Home Friends, Thomas K. Maanonal& Oamminaionar.of
~the Publio Roads Administratiocn, Federal Worka Jgency, han expl&in'
the notional defense truck and bus inventory now uadar_way! anﬂﬁyan:
part in organizing the higawsy transportation raaouréea of the |

country for national defense.


http://oefer.se

