% HATIOMAL DEFENSE TRUCK AFD BUS INVESTORY

o Radio interview by Thomas H. MacDonald, uomissioner. ?uhlic
Roeds Administration, Federal Tiorks Agency; Ted V, Rodgers, Preaid.ant
American Trucking Associations; and Announcer, brosdgast. B ,
September 25, 1941, by WJSV, Vashington, D. C., end the Golumfia;"
Broedcasting System,
ANHOUNCER :

Back in the early days of the first World War when the enemy
was within about 20 miles of Paris, the defenders saved the city by
& blitz naneuver in TAXICABS, and turned the whole tide of the war,

Here in the United States we hope we will never -sée theday
when private motor vehicles will be needed in so acute B criaia.
 but already there is a need for making & more efficient use of
highway transportation, In the present national emergency, -th'qi__f'
War Department and the National Defensge Advisorv Gommisaibn héﬁ'é.'.

called for z natlon-wide inventory of all trueks. freight trailars

‘and busses, This inventory began in most of the States today,

How in the company of the E’éde‘ml .Governmeni'a.-pz;iié.’t_:ﬁﬁ;i;
‘highway of ficial, Ur, Thomas H, Zf-.iacDonald a;txd a representative of.
‘the trucking business, ur., Ted V., Rodgers, let’s —'fet behind the
_.-»scenes of the nation's firet invenﬁory of its grea,t new inﬂ.ustry,
.hlghway transport, | | L
| Mr, HacDonald, you are Gommissianer of Pu'blic Roads and _
:Ghairman of the Highway Traffic Advisory Ccmmittee to tha ?ﬁar I)epa.rtu
ment. So I'4 llk.e ‘to have you give us & little background on this

nventory of itrucke and busses,



MACDOWALD:

All right, Mr, , In requesting thé-r'

inventory, the War Department and the Nationsl Defense Adfisory

Commission were influenced by England's experience with highway

transport. They recognized that we cannot organize our tr#nsporyaé:
tion facilities for greater efficiency in the defense progiém. “ =
unless we Tirst have detailed knowledge of them, Such information:fi
is already assembled for railroads, water shipping, aviatiOn -~ - -'_1"
for ALL facilities EXCEPT those employed in HIGHVAY transport._ o

e have now begun the nation-wide inventory to coclledd these_i:_:,:
essentinml facts on highwey transport. Ye are ca111ng on all ownars.
of motor trucks and motor busses, as a patriotiic duty, to supply

the information requested of them, This is a necessary s;ep'in"

marshaling the Nation's full resources for defense,

ATEQULCER

You said the request for ths inventory was 1nf1uenced hy
Englandts experience, ifir, macDonald .+« -« . yOu mean Engiand‘

experience with truck transportation?
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HACDOLALD:

Yes. Before the war, England by legielation di’ac.buréfgo& :

and prevented the natural expansion of the use of mo tor .t.'n:zckn'.,__ :

Consequently when war came, highway transportation fa:l_léd mfgi;y' -.

to measure up to war-time needs, | |
The British Government could not use the existing méto:\-‘-f""_-:'_ﬁ i

transport facilities to the fullest advantage. In the mi_dat of m,

i._t had to reorganize its records of truck transportation so that E

it could meke greater military and industrial use of ﬁruaks; yeﬁ: i

not interfere with essential civilipn services,

AlCOWMICER

So a bad eituation hae finally been corrected,

LACDOGALD:
Yes; the British Government now ls apparéntly able'.'t_;q make

reasonably effective use of highway traansportation 'faaiiit;rég“.' G

ANKCUNCER:

So we got our idea for a trucheand-bus survey from England?



MACDCNALD:

Ko, ve didn't got the IDEA from England, I reoall ‘menaing
a highwny meeting in Ohio Y years ngoe and hearing at tha*”fimé:ﬁﬁgifju
sugsestion of Just such an inventory of trucks and busses ag;ﬁ?tﬁeiij
now making, o

Ve're indebted to England NOT for the Inm w— but for the s
lesson that we must make the inventory now, BEFOEE we're 1n?t5§ ; € ;v

midst of s crieis.

-_.AﬁNOUNCER:
Well, that helps us to understand the officiaml beginniﬁééﬁSfﬂ;; JH
the inventory, ir, MacDonald, : SEEREREE
Kow, Mr, lodgers, as President of Amarican'Trucking'ﬁasoéiﬁtgaﬁg;f

will you zive us & business man's view of the inventory?

RODGERS:

1111 be glad to, As I see t4, tha war hag daveloped into a ;;“'
vattle of production. In this country, the “whaels of 1ndustry“ o
turning as never before in our history. Howaver, to make this ancrma"
production effective, we must be able to transport it to th& place-
whers it is needed, Our traHSportation system is giving geod sa
sc far, but it is operating under difffoulties, i

For example, many’of our shipa have been diverted to cverseas

work, This has added to the burden of our 1and*transportation facilittes.'




ANNOURCER:

Gpsoline 1g an illustration of that added’ burden. ian‘tf i
Mr, Rodgers? Some of our gasoline supplies here in the E&at willﬁk

have to come in vy reil tostead of by water,

RODGERS:

That's the way it looks, dr, e | 7-. ;§§§:
another example of transportation difficulties, Our ra11r§a¢.¢$§y f
building program e lagging, Due to scarcity of material.rwh¥11.
probvably have about 20 thousand fewer new cars in aarvice‘qévrf . R G
Qctober 1 than the rallroade anticipated,

Under these circumstances -~ increspsed induatrial pro&uction.

diveraion of ships, and the lag in supplies of rail equipmnut - .

under these circumstances, we wuct guard agaluet a tr&naporfation-

shortage, Ve wust develop all our transpﬂrtation raaourcea ta their
fullest extent, or the defense program will ba slawed down by a f"a
Jjam worese than that of 1G17. el

That'e why the inventory of trucks end busses is now nndar wuy s

to lay the foundation for greater service fram highway tramsyorta- Qn-

ANEOURCEL

You think, then, that our highway-~transport system“iaﬁﬁ§§,§atf

doing all 1t cent




RODGERS:

That's right. I think the Government sees 1n'highwayrtranm¥&g
portation a young gisnt that can be coordinated to do a greati@éa1 ;i'
more work in this emergency, | | .::.V

This young giant, Highway Transportation, is only ;bou£ 25_&ééii33§
old, you know, But it has grown enormously in that short time, _Qg;};,
the besis of total tonnage of freight and the diltnneaa 1t 13 mofad, e
trucks now haul about a sixth as much freight as tha ruilroada. An¢;j  

taking into account distances traveled, nsspenger travel by hua

and by train is about equal, The truck eompletaly dominates th&

short-haul field, Highway traneportation has becoms big-time aﬁuff&ﬂ-

MACDOKALD:

Highway transportation is big business, you eee, Mr, .~
Yot ve know very little about it, For instance, we don't even know

exnctly how many 2-, 3~, and 5-ton trucke and how'manyflafge bus:eaff:'

somewhere around 5 million,

ANLOUNCER ¢
All right, you make the inventory of trucks aniuhuﬁge#s L5.ff

Hr, #acDonald, Then what?

MACDONALD: _
Then the Tork Projects Administrastion wiil_prepare_haticgél .tf.
end regional llets of trucks by type, capacity, location, and 36 on. i

They'll also prepare similar lists of busses,



* RODGERS :

Then when the Army vants to hire or lease some truocke, iﬁ«;

will be able to find theun,

| ARNOUNCER:
Do you know of some instances, kr. Rodgers, where the irmy has

hired trucks?

RODGEARS: o
Oh, yea, Last spring, the Army moved 1l thousand soldi?ta!i@*ﬁ””
series of short marches from Fort Custer, Michigan*.to a_manéqﬁgréargg:
- 6%0 miles mway in Tennessee. The Army hired a Michigen trucking. }f
concern to distribute food supplies alons the line of parch, Tﬁh:;;f
trucking outflt used ns many ag 22 trucks a day for 10 days.;Itlhgﬁiéas
nearly 400 tons of food in numerous separate trips totaling more thgn 
"~ 40 thousand miles, ..
Just recently, the ariy moved 10 thousand men from Fort-cﬁsté¥;l
to the Louisinan war geumes, 4and a comnercial trucking concern agﬁin3
dealivered food supplies along the route —- a total cf-go%éithah'éﬁd1 f{
E tona oY food, | L
and here's nnother example, In mobilizing tha 153rd 1n£antry
.of the .rkanses Yational Cuard, the Army hired about SD trucks and 30v
~ busses and concentrated 1,500 men and 150 tone of baggage in lens than :

12 hours,

 HACDGIALD:
The Army 1s only one of many Goverhﬁent agencies thnt aré“likely 
to {ind the ceptral and regional registers of trucks and bussea helpful“

in speeding up the dafense nrorram.



- MACDORALD

A QUECER:

Do you have something specific in mind, Mr., HacDonaldl e

MACDOLALD:
Tell, for example, the records would be extremely uaafﬁ1 infi"
- organizing truck pools in order to et more efficlent serviep frém;,.

~ each trick. Such pools have been successfully organlzed in Zngland.

H

RODGERS ;
Yes, and in this country, in Jew York and some of oux,athpp e
large cities, In New York City, one truck pool now'p&ovidsé7c¢mﬁié$é

trucking service for mont of thke large mtores,

Al OUKCRE:s
Have elther of you #ot another ideam on the wse of the records

thet are to be made up fromu the inventory?

" WACDORALD:

Well, yse, Hr, « The Centf41 hotor Trﬁck_

Iransportation lommittee will make considerable uge of tbem.ﬁf“

AGOLICER
That's n comnittee In the Office for Emergency Managem&nf;f°'*'

ien't 1t, and you're e mewber of 1t, aren't you,-ﬁr..ﬁagﬁbnﬁ%d{

The snswer is "yea" to both questionms. ir, Bodgers bere also

is a member of this central committee,




.-&.s."aUT_ f’u ”P't

Just how will the central .aator—truck comtttee uae tha

Ctrueis and bws records that will be made wp from t‘m invantorya

1+aC2CAL:
For one thing, in organizing uore efficient and eoononiea
use of the highways and nmore efflclent and economicesl use o:t‘
motor vasleles in the transportation of p!_'.oparty.
The committee will also do ll 4% can to assure -suff:l.'aigxlxg‘

motor-truck equipaent to weet the needs of national security.

AT QUICER:

"

Coan orou lve us o llttle more ligit on tiaal last peint,
‘r. llaedonald -~ about providing sufficient motor-truelt equipﬁnehﬁ'___f-;g-.' o

to meet the needs of national security?

SACDOLALD:

You know the Soverrwient has alreadr plesced limi_t_atié_na.g:_;._;};,_
tin production of autozobiles, in order %o conser?e.stéﬁliaﬁ&i .
oti.er materisls for defense p_ro&uctii)ﬁ, Mtk thé .éaﬁaﬁg\& mform
tion from theé 1nventory - inf{im’cla' on eizeﬁ oi‘ truclis a.nﬂ
bugsen, body: tvpes, u.nd. umge ———— g tmlv falr and 1ntell£gant
appToach to thie whole pro Dl{*“ﬁ of rrmrit'r of trualf mul'ime.ﬁuse cax

be made. This will alsn' erable manufactur'ers' to 'sqmazxt‘rgtg_i'b-n

prodiaction of the slzes and trpes of tnﬁclﬁﬁ that” are aaa'clsé-_if':;
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AHOULC ER:

That sounds llke a practical use for the reeorda, o
¥r. H{acDonald. And I supnose these records will also ‘be’ helpfvl
in developlng plane for more effective use of htghway tranaporta

tion in the assemdly of defense-~industry materialss

VACDOUALD:
Of course, and ir the dellvery of military and civilt&ﬁ] ;:fg -

suppliles,

RODGIRS:

and in the movement of pecple -~ soldiars and'civilianéfg*?}jfié

in emersencles.

VACDGILLD:
To put the whole nmatter in one brief statement: The

inforsation that will Ye provided by the 1nventofy'1e ahmoiﬁtel& L

essantial ne a basis for many of the plans that are being made to -

meet a serious national emergency.

AGHOUICER:

Great posaibilttiae for tnase recorda. I'n gure..

Lot me eee ~n-- I thiﬁk one of sou gentlemen said aa haxe :
about § million trucks and husees in this country. It aill take

gquite an army of census-takers to {nventory them all, wa many?
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SACDCHALD: _ :

Ch, the whole Job will be done b mall, Eacb Statemtnr
'  vanlcle ageney is malling queationnaire cords to tfuck-énﬂ_bﬁ§ \ _
owners.  Te're ackiny each individual truck and bus owner to f111

out one of thase cards and reﬁurn it to the Stute office;

--—= Yora'le one of tle dus inventorr cards.

A blue eard. About % inches wide and % inches lang;.lléiaﬁy;i

HACDONALD:

Yos, and here's a truck card.

ek asa el
A GUIC B

A wilte one -~ game size,

FACDOIALD:
That's right -~ botl are emall cerds ------ and very simple
to Till out teo. I think either card caa be filled ovt in leas. than

15 minutes,

ACDUIC TS
“en -----= Lot's see. Tou fill out here the kiﬁiT9f §f§¢k
»ou own. and here our name and address . . . ,'aapacitj ¢ff§rﬁck_

.« . xind of body. And vou check the monthe vou have t&g;grﬁéﬁé#t‘

uge foar the truck in your gvm business.



ACDONATLD:

That'e so the Govermment won't interfere with the --'ov;'::iiei'
business in case it should hire or leamse his truck. ——-"-;-_;-"-'-__ 1

notice that next guestion -- right there.

AVJIQUHCZER:
(Reading) "In case of emergency, would you vniuntar_ilj'_ hire

or leage the vehicle to & Federal agency?"

MACDONALD:
That's a key question. The Govermment wants to kﬁow_whgr-é{;{t.
can hire or lease trucks, 1f that should ever be necessary in.am =

emergency.

ASJOURG ZR:

That » pile of cards you're soing to hawe on _'}fo"ui' "'ha;nﬁs-"dnféi

of these davs! Five milljon.

LZACDOIALD:

Theyr won't give us much trouble.- The Government 13 going to .
use autonmatic tabulatineg equ.ipment to mske vari.ous 1ists of the
trucks and ‘busses -~ 8 central list and regiona.l 1131:5 listﬂ

according to tvpe of truck bod;' lists accordinv to capacity.

50 on. szen 1f tae day ever comes whe*x the G-ovarnment wanta,
bundred tank trucks in some pa.rt of the countrv. it will know

inmediately where to get thenm.
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ANAOLNCER:

I must say you're certainly going to:hsve_hig#wéy  ;5
transportation organlzed for natlonal defensa, Fa
Ve've had a hint here and there in this ﬁreQram-tﬁaii&éﬁ?%
Goverament agencles are cooperating in the nation«wide invnntary
from which these central and reglonal records of trucks and bueg;s:

will be produced. Will vou liet these agencles, Mr. kachnald? “,'

= ACDOUALD:
Thle is thae llne-up:
The inventory wam requested by the Yar Depertment ahd th;Lf;'
Yational Defense Advisory Jomadesion. | P
Zue Publlc Fouds Administration of the Federal Whrkk};genﬁ??  :” -
worized out the details -~ plauned —— the 1nvant§ry. : ._. e
The Flgawar Traffic Advisory Coumittes to the War 3}epartmﬁn$ i
sade arrangements with the State motor-vehicle ragist:ation.ﬁgpﬁgﬁﬁa”fﬁﬁi-“'
ments to conduct the inventory in their respective Stat&a.  . :
The Tovi. Projecte Admtnistration of the Federsl norks Agema":l_
has agreed to provide clerical assiestance in many of ths Staﬁos. t@
analyze returng frow all States, and to list the vahieles iniv ;
clageifications, by regions and on a national basia. “hsse_
classifled lists will then be mads avallabls to tha Tar Bepartman"

the Office of Prodnc*ioﬁ hanAfement and other Government agancteﬁ
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AiGCURCER:

fow wa kaow who's doing each phase of the 1nventory.

we've already discussed how the results of the 1mrent01‘y m ’be_

used. 3ut will the trucic owners reapond to this call fnr;iﬁfﬁ;ﬁ&ﬁ‘

ir. Rodzners, you're President of Ameriaan Trunking -
Agsociations. Can you promise a full response from your membors 0
will they regard the questionnaire as another nuisance and not

angwer itT

RODGERS:
The truckers will respond - not only frbm patrlotic mo"c;vo_; i

but also to eerve ow own 1lntereasts.

ATICICER:
The Government paya well for what it hirde, . Eodgarg, buﬁff
truckers are already getting all the business they can handlef Ybu;i_

wust nave sometiing more than rental payments in mind,

RODGERS: | | :

Yes, I am thinking of the prestige of the trugki@g;;p@gﬁtrg
e have & hard-woa pﬁsition to muiﬁtain.' Truckhen“ﬁave f§u§ggF£$§i
way to domptnance of the éhart~h&u1 fféid againsthmanﬁ aﬁéiabiés
;ne worst of these aas been unduly restrictive logialation satting

up unnecessary barriers at State 11nas. 15 I may digresa fromrtha

subject for a moment, I want to sar that ramoval of thesa harriera
in a number of States is essential’ to movenent of axmy eupplies enﬁ

defense materiala. I could cite nnmeruus 1n5tances -
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AVHOUNC FRs

“o bring you back te the subject, Mr, Rodgers - you,wsr

gpenkin.: of naintaining the prestige of the trunkinr 1nduetry.

RODGERS:

Te must nalntaln thadt prestige. lmch of the puhlic 1§

ignorant of the service we now render in mesting the daily'niedhgz

of the nation. e must wmeet every demunc made on us for natioual

Agfense, Vo want to show what trucks can do. A better

understanding by tie public is bound to reeult in benefits to thag"*

truckz:on.,

ALICTRCOZR:
And 80 vour aAssociation asizs Lts menberes to fill_du§ §h1s,_."'

questiomiaire.

DODGERE:
Tos: it only tskes about five nminutes, and we will bg_

rrepired to use our trucis in nesting any national emergency. -
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ALICUNCER: o
That's good, It's remssuring to knew thahifwageti
trouble, four or five million trucks are remv tod.ashtatha
rescue. It's still more reassuring to'kazm‘v tﬁat ﬂ.t'ej;ai'.' arabai
taiten to send only tiie kiud and number of vehicles thatndll _‘ &
needed. _ - ._
And now I must thank you and ir. Ziacﬁenaid'fer ;troﬁx;' _
statenents rogarding the nation-wide inventory of 5 mil_li&_n tmcka
freight trallers, and busses, now under way.
Ladies and pentlemen, “ou have heard in th.is_i intéi‘.ﬁﬁ'iﬁ"' from
Yr. Thomas T. incDonald, Commivsionar, Public Ronds Adninistration,

*

nd Ur. Ted V. Rodgers, Freaident, Awerican Trucking Aaéouiati’anﬂ.,



