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Radio interview by Thomas H, IvIacDonald, Commissioner, Public 
Ropds Administration, Federal ^orks Agency; Ted V# Rodgere. President* 
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AKM5UNCER: 

Back In the early days of the first World War when the enemy 

was within about 20 miles of Paris, the defenders saved the c i ty by 

a blitz maneuver in TAXICABS, and turned the whole tide of the war. 

Here in the United States we hope we will never see the day 

when private motor vehicles will be needed in so acute.a cris is , 

but already there i s a need for making a more efficient use of 

highway transportation. In the present national emergency, the 

War Department and the National Defense Advisory Commission hare 

called for a nation-wide inventory of a l l trucks, freight, trailers. V 

and busses. This Inventory began In most of the States today. 

How in the company of the Federal Covernment's principal^ 

highway o f f i c i a l , Mr. Thomas E# MacDonald, and a representative of 

the trucking business, Hr. Ted V. Rodgers, l e t ' s get behind the: 

scenes of the nation* s f i rs t inventory of i t s great new industry, : 

highway transport, 

Mr. MacDonald, you are Commissioner of Public Roads and . 

Chairman of the Highway Traffic Advisory Committee to the War Depart

ment. So I 'd like to have you give us a l i t t l e background on this 

inventory of trucks and busses. 
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KACDOlfALD; 

A l l right, Mr. , In requesting the 

inventory, the War Department and the National Defense Advisory 

CojiEiission rere influenced hy England's experience with highway 

transport. They recognized that we cannot organize our transporta

tion f ac i l i t i e s for greater efficiency in the defense program 

unless we first have detailed knowledge of them. Such information 

is alreadj*- assembled for railroads, water shipping, aviation - - -

for ALL fac i l i t i e s 2XG3PT those employed in HIGKwAY transport, 

V.re have nor: begun the nation-wide inventory to col lec t these 

essential facts on highway transport. S'e are calling on a l l owners 

of motor trucks and motor busses, as a patriotic duty, to supply 

the information requested of them. This i s a necessary step in 

marshaling the Nation's fu l l resources for defense, 

ANNOUNCSEs 

You said the request for the Inventory was influenced by 

England's experience, Mr. MacDonald . . . . . . you mean England's 

experience with truck transportation? 
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KACDOiiALDj 

Yes. Before the war, England by legislation discouraged 

and prevented the natural expansion of the uae of motor trucks. 

Consequently when r?ar oaiae, highway transportation failed woefully 

to measure up to war-time needs. 

The British Government could not use the existing motor-

transport fac i l i t ies to the fullest advantage. In the midst of war, 

i t had to reorganize Its records of truck transportation aO that 

i t could make greater military and Industrial use of trucks, yet 

not interfere with essential civilian services. 

AKirorcJCER: 

So a bad situation has finally been corrected. 

Yes; the British Government now is apparently able to make 

reasonably effective use of highway transportation f ac i l i t i e s . 

jU&OUSCER: 

So we got our Idea for a. truck-aad-bus Survey from l&glandT 
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MACDONALD: 

Ko, we didn't get the IDKA from England, I recall attending: 

a highway meeting in Ohio U years ago and hearing at that time the 

suggestion of just such an inventory of trucks and busses as we're 

now making, 

TTe're indebted to England HOT for the IBM — but for the 

lesson that we must make the inventory now, SETOSE we're in tho 

midst of a c r i s i s . 

ANNOUNCER; 

well, that helps us to understand the of f ic ia l beginnings Of 

the inventory, Mr, MacDonald, 

Now, Mr, -Hodgers, as President of American Trucking Associations, 

will you give us a business man's view of the inventory? 

HODGEES: 

I ' l l be glad to. As I see i t , the war hae developed into a 

battle of production. Xn this country, the "wheels of industry" are 

turning aa never before in our history. However, to make this enormous 

production effective, we must be able to transport i t to the places 

where it Is needed. Our transportation system is giving good service 

so far, but it is operating under d i f f icul t ies . 

For example, many of our ships have been diverted to overseas 

work. Siis has added to the burden of our land-transportation fac i l i t i e s . 
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AKXOUJffGEfi, 

Gasoline ie an illustration of that added burden, isn't i t , 

'DR. Bodgera? Some of our gasoline supplies here in tho East will 

have to come in by rail instead of by water, 

HOBGEKSI 

That's the way it looks, «tr. 

another example of transportation d i f f icul t ies . Our railroad car-

building program is lagging. Due to scarcity of material, we'll 

probably have about ?Q thousand fewer new cars in service oa 

October I than the railroads anticipated, 

Under these circumstances <— increased industrial production, 

diversion of ships, and the lag in supplies of rail equipment - - - «?' 

under these circumstances, v/e oust guard against a transportation 

shortage, we must develop a l l our transportation resources to their 

fullest extent, or the defense program wil l be slowed down by a freight 

jam worse than that of 1917* 

That's why the Inventory of trucks sad busses is now under way 

to lay the foundation for greater service from nighway transportation. 

AiKOUErCSaj 

You think, then, that our highway-transport system is not yet 

doing a l l i t cant 
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SOBGSHS: 

That's right. I think the Government sees in highway trans

portation a young giant that can be coordinated to do a great deal 

more work in this emergency. 

This young giant, Highway Transportation, i s only about 25 years 

old, you know, 3ut i t has gromi enormously in that short time. On 

the basis of total tonnage of freight and the distances i t ie moved, 

trucks now haul about a sixth as much freight as the railroads. And, 

taking into account distances traveled, tj&ssenger travel by bus 

and by train Is about equal. The truck coispletely dominates tho 

short-haul f ie ld . Highway transportation haa become big-time stuff i 

MACDCKALDt 

Highway transportation is big business, you see, Mr. . 

Yet T?e know very l i t t l e about It , For instance, we don't even know 

exactly how many 2- , 3-, ft^d 5-ton trucks and hot* many large busses 

we have in this country — we know only that the total number is 

somewhere around 5 million, 

AHfcOUNGER: 

All right, you make the inventory of trucks and busses, 

Mr, jiacDonald. Then what? 

U A C O T A L B J 

Then the 3ork Projects Administration wil l prepare national 

and regional l ists of trucks by type, capacity, location, and so on. 

They'll also prepare similar l i s ts of busses. 



Then when the Army wants to hire or lease some trucks, i t 

will be able to find them, 

A&<0U2JC£Hj 

Do you know of some instances, l^r. Eodgers, where the Army has 

hired trucks? 

KODAKS: 

Oh, yes. Last spring, the Army moved 1̂  thousand soldiers In a 

aeries of short marches from Fort Custer, Michigan, to a maneuver area 

650 miles away in Tennessee. The Army hired a Michigan trucking 

concern to distribute food supplies along the line of a&rch. The 

trucking outfit used oa mmv as 22 trucks a day for 10 days. It hauled 

nearly UQO tons of food in numerous separate trips totaling more than 

*40 thousand miles. 

Just recently, the ^nny movod 10 thousand, men from Fort Custer 

to the Louisiana w a r games. And a commercial trucking concern again 

delivered food supplies along the route — a total of ©ore than 200 

tons of food. 

And here's another example. In mobilizing the 153rd infantry 

of the /.rkansas Hational Guard, the Army hired about 50 trucks and 30 

busses and concentrated 1,500 men and 150 tons of baggage in less than 

12 hours, 

MAODCTiiALD; 

The Army Is only one of many Government agencies that are likely 

to find the central and regional registers of trucks and busses helpful 

in speeding up the defense program. 
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, Al̂ OuTCEH: 

Do you have something specific in mind, Mr, MacDonald? 

2£AGD0i;AI.D. 

!?ell, for esample, the records would be extremely useful in 

organising truck pools in order to set more efficient service from 

e«ch truck. Such pools have been successfully organised in England. 

R O D G E R S : 

Yes, and in this country, in Sew York and some of our other 

large c i t i e s . In Now York City, one truck pool now provides complete 

trucking service for moot of the large stores, 

Ah\;OUECXEi 

Have either of you #ot another idea on the use of the records 

thrt are to he made up from the inventory? 

(.UC20NADD; 

'7oll t yea, Mr, . . Ehe Central laotor Sruek 

Transportation Committee *»ill make considerable use of them, 

AirjOVilCERj 

Ihat's a committee In the Office for Emergency Management, 

Isn't i t , and you're e member of i t , aren't you, Mr. MacDonald? : 

• MACDOKAIIDS 

•The answer Is tty^«" to both questions. Mr, Bodgers here also 

i s a member of this central committee. 



Just how will the central -aotor-truck committee uee the .v.-.v 

truclc and bu:; records that will "bo made up from th© Inventory? 

3br one thing, in organising uore efficient and economical 

uee of the highways and more efficient and economical use o f 

motor vehicles in the transportation of property, 

The committee will also do a l l i t can to assure sufficient 

motor-truck equipment to meat tho uoedo of national security. 

Can rou »-:ive us a l i t t l e more Utfit on that last point, 

:*r. MacDonald — about providing sufficient motor-true^ equipment 

to r-.eot the needs of national aecurity? 

You know the Government has alrocdy placed limitations on 

the production of automobiles, in order to conserve steel and 

other Materials for defense production, tfith the detailed informa

tion from the inventory information on sizes of trucks- and-:' 

busses, bod;- types, and us are —— a truly fair and intelligent 

approach to t?ie whole problem of prior it" - o f truck and bus use com

be nado. TMs will also enable manufacturers to concentrate .on 

production of the sizes and types of trucks that are needed. 



That sounds like a practical use for the records, 

Mr. ilncDonald. And I suppose these records will also he helpful 

in developing plane for more effective use of highway transporta

tion in the assembly of defense-industry materials. 

Of course, and in the delivery of military and civilian 

supplies. 

H0DG3RS: 

And in tho movement of people — soldiers and civilians 

in emergencies. 

:iAcr>o::ar>: 

To put the whole natter In one brief statement, fhe 

information that will be provided by the inventory is absolutely 

essential as a basis for many of the plane that are being made to 

seet a serious national emergency. 

AKIXHTXSR: 

Great possibil i t ies for these records, I'm sure. 

Let me see I think one of you gentlemen said we have 

about 5 million trucks and busses in this country. It will take 

quite an array of census-takers to inventory them a l l . How many? 
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Ch, the whole job will be done by mail. Sach State motor-

venlcle agency is nailing questlonn&ire cards to truck' and bus 

owners, "e're asking each individual truck and bus owner to f i l l 

out one of these cards and roturn i t to the State of f ice . 

- — Here's one of the b\ts inventory cards. 

AOOViiC32U 

A blue cord. About 5 inches wide and 8 inches long, I*& say* 

lSaCDO:iiJ&; 

Yes, and here'a a truck card. 

A white one — same size, 

'.JkCDO'MCJ): 

That's ri{;ht — both are email cards — - — and very slcple 

to f i l l out too, I think either card c;i.i be f i l led out in leas than 

10 minutes. 

Yen Let's see. You f i l l out here the kind of truck 

you own. And here your name and address . . . . . capacity of truck y?\ 

. , . . kind of body. And you check the months you have the greatest 

use for the truck in your ovm business. 
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ILACDOHAU): 

That's so the Government won't interfere with the owner's 

business in case i t should hire or lease his truck. ——— But 

notice that next question — right there, 

ATJ0U3CSR: 

(Heading) "In case of emergency, would you voluntarily hire 

or lease the vehicle to a federal agency?" 

MACBOUALI): 

That's a key question. The Government wants to know where i t 

can hire or lease trucks, i f that should ever be necessary ia an v 

emergency. 

AIJITOUIJC IR: 

T̂hat a pi le of cards you're going to have on your hands one 

of these days. Five million. 

ILAGDOL-ALD: 

They won't give us much trouble. The Government is going to 

use automatic tabulating equipment to make various l i s t s of the -7 

trucks and busses — a central l i s t and regional l i s t s , l i s t s 

according to type of truck body, l i s t s according to capacity,..and;J~ ; 

so on. Then i f the day ever comes when the Government wants, say a 

hundred tank trucks in some part of the country, i t will know 

immediately where to get them. 
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ASNCOC33: 

I must say you're certainly going to havo highway 

transportation organised for national defense, 

^e've had a hint here and there in this program that many 

Government agencies are cooperating in the nation-wide inventory 

from which these central and regional records of trucks and busses 

will be produced. Hill you l i s t these agencies, Mr. MacDonald? 

L-ACDOIIAU): 

This is the line-up: 

The inventory waa requested by th© tfar Department and tho 

National Defense Advisory Commission. 

Tae Public Ho ltd s Administration of the Federal tforke Agency 

worked out tho details — planned — the Inventory. 

The Ki^iwa.-' Traffic Advisory Commit toe to tho War Sopartnont' 

aad© arrangements with the Stat© jaotor-vehicle registration depart* 

raents to conduct the inventory in their respective States. 

The "ork Projects Administration of the Se&eral ftorka Agency 

has a#raed to provide clerical aesletance in juany of the States, to 

analyse returns from all States, and to l i s t the vehicles in various 

classifications, by regions and on a national basis. These 

classified l i s ts will then be made available to the £ar Departaent, 

the Office of Production Ijjnagoment, and other Government agencies* 
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AirxvCsCSB: .- . 

ITow we know who's doing each phase of the inventory. And 

we've already discussed how the result? o f the inventory . may.-- be : ~ * 

used. But will the truck owners respond to this cal l for information? 

Hr. Hodsero, you're President of American Trucking 

Associations. Can you promise a full response from your members or 

wil l they regard the questionnaire ae another nuisance end not 

answer itV 

R0D&2H5: 

The truckers will respond - not only from patriotic motives 

bMt also to eervs oxu- own interests. 

A- 'nc i rXSR; 

The Government pays well for what i t hires, Hr. Eodgere, but 

truckers are alraady getting a l l the business they can handle. You 

oust have something more than rental payments in mind. 

Ves> I am thinking of the prestige of the trucking industry. 

*7e have a hard-won position to maintain. Truckmen have fought their 

way to dominance of the short-haul f ie ld against many obstacles. 

The not&l of these has been unduly restrictive legislation setting---•]yh. 

up unnecessary barriers at State lines. I f I may digress from the 

subject for a monent, I want to say-that removal of these barriers 

in a nuaber of States ie essential to movement of army supplies and 

defense materials. I could ci te numerous instances -



To "brine; you back to th© subject, Hr, Hodgore * you were 

openkin-: of maintaining the prestige of the trucking industry. 

TTe oust naintnin that prestige, huoh of the public is 

ignorant of the service now render in meeting the daily needs 

of the nation. Te must meet every demand mad© on no for national 

defense, "e want to show what trucks can do. A better 

understanding by the public is bound to result in benefits to the 

truck; i en. 

.a-r.XUliCSHJ 

And eo your Association asks its member« to f i l l out this 

questionnaire. 

Yen; i t onlv takes about five minutes, and we will be 

prep-.red to use our trucks in nesting any national emergency. 
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That's &ood. I t ' s reassuring to know that i f we get into 

trouble, four or five million trucks are ready to dash to the 

rescue. I t ' s s t i l l more reassuring to know that steps are being 

taken to send only the kind and number of vehicles that wil l be 

needed-

And nor I auat thank you and llv. ..acDonuld for your 

statements regarding the nation-wide inventory of 5 million trucks, 

freight trailers, and bussee, now under way. 

Ladies and gentlemen* you have heard in this interview from 

.Vr. Thomas H, MacDonald, Cofiiniosioner, Public Roads Administration, 

arid ilr. Ted V. Hodgors, President, American Tracking Associations. 


