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Highways for lational Dofoaoe 

•By Thoaao H. MacDonald, Commissioner of Platte Boade 

Legislation now before Congress leade u» to eqoeat that watjr 

shortly we oon begin a considerable progran of highway oonotrootlon 

urgently needed for notional defeaeo, Paoeage of tho legislation 

will find tho Public Hoods Administration and tho Stato highway 

departments with nearly a l l of tho preliminary work completed aad 

ready to lot contracts for oany Jobs as soon ae definite select loo 

of projects to bo included In tho program lo indicated Hjr *«Nbmmi 

offlolalo« 

The program will bo node up entirely of laprovaasnto fotnft 

to bo of oritical importance in defense operation*. It trill not 

include orach work: that lo bodly needed for ordinary J>e*ee*ti»e 

traffle. Thoro ie no plan to build great, now Military hlgh«*r* 

over long dl a tone as. But, i t i s planned to build quiotty and 

offlolontly thooo highways now aost needed for tHo aovoftottt of 

traffic in and out of amy and navy reservation* and ftafoaoo ladnt* 

trloo. fa aloe plan to correct dangerous weefcneoae* on TBtOOO aAlee 

of Mala highway that have been selected to fbra tee atrategie eyetea. 

fhe pro graft will not bo based on hasty aaslgft 0* inoeagtlote 

knowledge ea to tho work most important In tho dofonoo jwr««ra«. fhe -

Public Road* Administration has aatat&iaod a olooe contact with tho 

far Department for m a y years. 
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^en th© original Federal-aid system was in process of seleo-* 

Uon, the War Department was requested lo make recosmendetioa of the 

highway routes of importance to meet the potential deaands wt 

military usage, This request was promptly and Intelligently net % 

the War Department in findings which were incorporated la a route 

map now known as the "Pershing Hap of 1922.* All of these reoeswjended 

routes were provided for when the Federal-aid systea w*e established. 

There have toon periodic revisions, and during the past two years the 

Army General Staff, the State Highway Departaents wad the Public 

Hoads Administration have cooperatively aad* a s»*t careful review, 

followed by detailed revisions. 

Xn Its present fora, this system of tnportaat Military routes 

is known as the strategic network, and incorporate* approxiaetely 

78,000 miles of the a»Jor roads of the nation. I t repreeeate the 

agreement of the atllt&ry and civil hî nray officials, both State and 

Federal, aa to the long distaste* routes that will seat serve the 

defense requirements of the nation, fhe eestpletlon of the initial 

highway planning surveys reveals in what degree the *strategle not* 

work11 exists as adequate arteries of transportation. Beoords froa 

the road inventory show the aile&ge of highway and the msafesr of 

structures that are satisfactory for defense transportation, as well 

as those whioh ere insdaquate ia one respect or another. She traffic 

surveys have aeaenred accurately the aorssl civilian traffic over 

these highways, to this is BOW being added traffic soovessent generated 

by the new defease activities, which fortunately can be forecast with 

a reasonable degreos of accuracy* 
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with the help of tha State highway deper taenia, tabulations 

have been nade of thoae weaknesses in the strategic systea that are 

of critical tapertano© in the aovsaent of defeaae traffto or whiaa 

tatght sot be able to stand the strain of traffic aovaasat ia 

eaergencles that nay arise. 

Zn the strategic network there are over 5,000 ailee of surfacs 

less than IS feet in width* there are aesrly 2,500 bridge* of capaoitf 

of less than 30,000 pounds j aad there are approximately 1 ,̂000 ailes 

of road whose surface is iaoapabls of supporting wheel loads of 9*000 

pounds, furthermore, there is a substantial Mileage which Is over 1$ 

feet la width* but is still narrower than necessary for th* proper 

aeooaao&etlon of preeent and expected civilian aad ailitary traffic 

and there is a ooaaoa condition of narrow ehouldere, a very general 

coaditioa of excessive curvature, tee *%**$ grades, aaA iaad*faa%* 

sight distances. 

However, there is a class of highway work for which th* aasd 

Is acre iwae&laU end urgent than tfcat ea taa strategic systea. All 

over ths country training eaaps, concentration araas aad defease 

industries nave bees established. Hany of thsa s a c safe* distance 

froa aala ai«nwaye. Where large rroabers of sen are eoaoentrated, 

either for training or defense production, a large vote* of traffic 

Is quickly generated. Same of the cassis are in reality saall oities. 

Access roads are a necessity for their proper functioning, 

Tha Public Beads Acjelnlst ratios has ta&ssi steps toward tha 

improvwent of roads la saefe areas only npon tha request of the 

dsfeass officials concerned. $&er« have b*ea certified by the far 
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Department, the Havy Department, and the Council of National Defease 

aore than 300 defenae areas at which access road pro bless exist« 

Conferences bars been organized and ware attended by Stats and looal 

officials, State representatives of the Work Projects Administration, 

reprssen tat Ires of tha Array or ??avr or defense product Ion, aad taa 

District Engineer of the Public Roads Administration. As a result 

of these conferences, many access roads were begun with funds supplie 

by States, cities* counties, the Work Projects Admin!«tratio* aad as 

Federal aid, 

Where construction funds wore not obtainable, arrangeaente wsT' 

mads for surveys and preparation of plans so that construction could 

begin immediately after the authorisation of funds. *ederal-aid fundi 

are now being used on the construction of 1^7 miles of access road 

and have or are being used for engineering work on II69 ailse cf 

accsss roa4, 

Sao country's iassediate highway needs for defense purposs* 

were described in a report to the Administrator, Federal Works Agcaaj, 

Hr, John M. Ceraody by ths Public B©a4s Administration. Hals report 

was approved by the Secretary of %r» the Secretary of ths Savyc s M 

by the Transportation Commissioner of the Advisory Conaission to ths 

Council of national Defense and submitted to the President oa 

February IS , 

Consideration was" given the report by the President aad oa 

June 2 a aeesag* was sent to Congress recosasen&feng that $100*000,080 

be authorised speolfioally for assisting in the &evelep»snt of eeaese 

roads aad that $25,000,000 be provided to strengthen bridges aad 
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widen surfaces on tha strategic ayotea in key areas. Congressieaal 

hearings oa tho subject have boon oonpieted and legislation 

reooanea&ed V eoasdttsos is now being considered. It is expeoted 

that final action will he taken coon and aa aet sent to tho 

President for approval. 

Tho Public Boads Administration and tha Stato highway depart* 

aonts aro ready for instant action whoa legislation is approved, 

fron tho contractors* viewpoint tho procedure la haadllng tho work 

will not differ froa the usual *oderal~aid praetloee exoept that 

emphasis will ho laid oa iaaedlate action. 

It is our confidant expectation that tha highway ooatraotors 

of the country will shortly bo oallod upon to Join with tha Stato 

and Federal goveranentt in initiating and bringing to rapid oonclu-

slon another largo highway program, These groups haws worked 

together for a&ay years aad have handled other eaergeney prograae. 

Or eat or urgency attaches to tho lapon&ing work ant there is no 

defense activity for which tho country Is hotter organised aad 

prepared. 


