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Highways for National I}ctml _ o
By Thomas H. MaoDonald, Commissioner of m« m

Legislation now before Congress leads us to m‘ Qbi T
shortly we can degin & considerable program of highway ' M £
urgently needed for national defense. Fassage Qf she 1.“,3‘““
*1i find the Public Toads Admintstration and ibs S\ate highway
departnents with nesrly all of the prglmw ”* MM
ready to let contrasts for many Jobs as soon “ ma
of projeats to be inclvded in the progran is mm ”_ A ;;.
officials. ) )

The progran will bo zade up entirely gfizmmu
to be of oritical importance in defense opmm. |
include wach work that is bedly nesded for ordinary pestect
$raffis. There is no plan to bulld great, new ﬁ&itw .
over long distances. But, 1t is planned to mm MW m'
efficiently those higmmys now most needed m-m m:a
traffic in and out of army and navy mmﬁm ﬂw
tries, We ales plan to corTect dangwrons weskuiwdsas on’
of main higiwey that have deen selected to _

k‘mvlazo as to the work most importsnt in tho'__'_:_ e

Pu‘blia Roads Administration has matntained 8 #m mﬁﬂ vﬂh'ﬁa
Tar zhpartunt for many years. S



“ P -

Yhen the original Federal-aid aystem was in process of ulm
tion, the War Department was requested to maks rmmﬂﬁim of th U
highway routes of importance to meet the potential émh of o
military usage. This request was promptly and &mﬁnmuy mw :
the War Department in findings which were ineomntd in s route -
map now known as the "Parshing Hap of 1922.% All of thesse rm
routes were provided for when the Fedaral~aid system wns ut&h&im o
There have been pericdic revisions, and during She past tmm tho
Aray Oeneral 5taff, the Stats Highway Departments aud the Publie 5 - _' |
Roads Administration have cocperatively mede & most osreful ﬂﬂ.ﬁ. .
followed by detalled revisions. o 5 I_

In ite present form, this syetem of important ltltiwmtu
is inown as the strategio network, and incorporates mraxin«k -
78,000 milen of the major rosds of the natlion, It m&oﬁi m o
agreenent of the militery and civil higway offia‘l&h. both ﬁiﬁt M &
Pedsral, as to the long distence routes that vill best serve the
defense reguirements of the nation, %he mltﬁm of the mxm

highway plesning surveys reveals in what e.mm ___M_ *aﬁmwﬁ mﬁ-‘
work® sxiste as adequate arteries of trmpremtiﬁ; mm W

the road inventory show the mileage of highway snd m mw sr fai
structures that are satisfsotory for defanse irmperhtten. as ﬂM
as those which are lusdequate in one respect or snother. m tﬂtﬁe ..f:;
surveys havs measursd atcurately the normal aiﬂlm Sﬂi’ﬁc over . e
these higleays. To this %o now belng sﬁéﬂd traffic wmm Mﬁ
by the new defense sctivities, whieh fét&mtc!,y can be. mm with

& resscnsble degres of wmm.
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With the help of the State highway departments, tadulatiess
have beon uade of those weaknesses in tfu atuﬁag&c syaten M are
of vritical importance in the movement of defense traffio or whiah
might pot be adle to stend the sirgin of traffic movement in
emorgencien that may srige. _

In the strategic network thors are over 5,000 miles of mr!‘uc N
less then 18 feet in widih} there are nearly 2,500 trdidges of mitr
of less than 30,000 pounds; and there ars approximately 14,000 miles
of road whose surface is inoapable of supporting wheel loads of 9,000
pounds. Furthermore, thars is & substantial smilesge which u am 1! _'

fest in width, tut is otill narrower than nacessary for the W&
adcommodation of prement and expected civiliam and ﬁltw W.
and thers is a common condition of narrow sioulders, & m m
condition of sxosemive curvatura, ico stesp a'mt. » tmtu

sight dlssances. _ DO
However, there is a slsss of highway work fw whieh mm L
is more Smmedlate and urgent than thst en the strategto. m‘ﬁﬁ. &1 -
over She country traluing cesmps, sonsentration aress snd Mmt -
industries have been established. Many of thew mm dhm |
from muin highways. Fhere large m of men are mmm _
either for training or defeues m&wtwn, & lavgs -mm o:r mm» B
is quickly gmmtﬁd. Some of thst onspe aTY n. reality lmn ni%iu. i
Access roads are s nscessity for their pmur mam.
The Public loads Adstnistration has taken steps toward the
improvensnt of rosds in swoh &reas only upon the request of the
defenss officials oconcerned., There have been ceartified by the Var
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more than 300 defense argas at which access road problems uht..
Conferences have been organized and were attended by stah m M
officials, State representatives of the York Projeots m-wm.
representatives of the Army or Havr or defense production, and thn
District Engineer of the Fublic Roads Administration. As & resuld
of these confersnces, uany access roads were begun with mm&;
by States, cities, cownties, the York Frojsots Mminhtmﬁa# Mﬂ
Federal aid, ¥
There conatruction funds were not obtainable, Wﬁﬁ m
sade for swrveys and preparation of plans so that ooumﬁoh m
begin immediately after ths authorization of funds. l‘ﬁ.ml*ﬁiﬁ fm

are now beingz used on the comstruction of 147 miles of acoess M
sl have or are belng used for engineering work on 116G miles ef
sccess rosd,
The country’s immediate bighwey needs for dst‘m PuIpH
were desoribed in a report to the adminietrator, Nederal %m
¥r. John M, Cermody by the Public Hosds Mministration. : m
was approved by the Secretary of ¥ar, the Smrﬁmm ot "t!'fa avy
by the Transportation Commissloner of the Advisory Oominﬁn h,_&o'

Counof) of Hational Defense and subuitted to the Prestdent
Pebruary 12,

Considearation wes given the report by tha mem ﬂ.ﬂ
June 2 & meesage was sent to Congress recommendfng m&lm ¥
bs authorized speoifically for assisting iz the éwalmm% of -
Toads and that $25,000,000 bs provided to sirengthen Mdgil sﬁ -
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widen surfaces on the stratsgic syste= in key areas. Congressiomal :
hearings on the sudject have basn cospleted and legislation : .
recommended by commitiess s now beilng considered. It nu@mﬁ )
that final sotion will be taken scon and an aot sent %o the | -
President for approval. o
The Public Roads Alsinistration snd the State highway upm-
ments are ready for instant action when legislatien is mm. _
Trom the contractors' viewpoint the proocedure in handling she m
vill not differ from the ususl Federal-aid prectides emept that
emphasis will be laid on immediate action. o _
It is our confident expectation that the highway mmm :
of the country will shortly be called uwpon to joinm with the State
and Yederal govermments in initiating and bringing to rapid comolw
sion another large highway prograz. These grovps have worked \
together for many years and have handled other msergency W. L
Oreater urgsncy atimches to the impending work bug thmia n
defanus activity for which the country is better organised wnd

prepared.



