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PAN AMZRICAFY HIGEYAYS SYMBOLIC OF PAT Amzmz _Umm s

On this occasion it is difficult to determine the one of seve
reactions that seems to be the most important' It is a most \"reit;o:neni-
opoortunity to extend personzl greetings to friends and co—workers 1n

all the Republics of this Hemisphere, From Mexico, throui,h Central a.ldii

South America to the Argentine, there are many engineers, OfflClal_.:S -a;}d.

citizens with vhose efforts and accomplishments I am femiliar, and for
which I have zreat adwirstion. It is en occasion which might profitably
be employed to recount the actual accormlishments in road bulldlng of

the past decade,

But it seems to me thet possibly nore imporﬁazit than any "oﬁhér :

aspect are the potentizlities for the accomplishment of large mder~

takkings throvgh Pan-Americsn cooperation which 'Ea;ve' '15éen"ijnque-sﬁiéﬁiéiiiv: i
demonstrated by the progress in hirhwav imrovement It is 'tms aspect
the thread of which I should 13ke to trace hrleﬂv from the ea.rly

beginnings, not so nmuch for the *mzpose of repeatmg ustox"r as fcr the

symbolic implication of accomphshment uith certa.mty hrough tha 1 vest--
ment of faith, of patience, and Gf ‘inte.l.dbent eﬁort

Pellowing the thread of highway develonment N it becomes a.t once

apparent that, important as is this main -ob—jectnrg,- .the '_concca;;ta;;t,_'f
conseguences and the by-products of community.'of intersisf;s' sprmgmg i

from personal contacts and joint efforts among the engineers, officislse

and contractors, ané including those-w}m do even 'the,'ﬁéimp'léé't'bf the ' B

labor tasks on all slowly but sarcly developing works of enduring - -



character, inevitably lead to international and iﬁtrarnat10531 ﬁ£iff :
enthusiasms that make it possible to 'en{;a{;e pro‘_gress-iv_e_l;;r up-on_' tngler%'-
taltings of increasing magnitude and conscquence, :

The subject of highway development as a majo: desirable’ publ?.c“
underteliing first received recorded officilal notice in t'he'.‘u‘if'j"._}}'..i.n.%éj{
national Conference of Americen States held in Santiago, Chile, .in
April of 1923, From this time on the thread of activity alongenfinaa
ing, financing and economic lines runs continuously, ._sometimes._.s_?!_.owl;?z,;ﬁr. :
hesitatingly, but nevertheless constantly. In these early yea:ra;;i{: -}f@:-'
not ¢uite possible for those of us who were close to.-the deveio}éﬁe_ntq‘_-.
and perhaps impatient in our enthusiasms, to evéluate the accumulating
strength of the movement to provide bdetter highﬁays througﬁout the |

Hemisphere that were so necessary to the development of intérna.-tjigéﬁali]:_'_'_,;7

unity, socisl velues and the unlocking of national resources, -

Following the adoption of the poliey of advancing highway develo'; .
ment by the Pan-American Union, the first approaches wers naturally
through conferences, In 1921} on 1nvitation of the Highway Educati'
Board, a group of 38 engineers and ofi'lcia.ls from Mexico, Central and‘
South America visited the United States aad made a long touz' of insPEG*
tion of hig huay enblneermg and construction methods. . In the course o
this trip repre.santatives visi-bing 12 or more. States, ma.de many personali J
contacts and enduriﬂs friendsh:.ps with eusineers and oxficials of the

u]llt\.d StatESo'

This trip was followed by the First Panv-Americéia'3iin;}ivaiy-r""~"

Cernference at Euenos Aires in 1925 on the nvitation of Argentina, an_d e

the Second Pan«-Amencan Congress at Rio de Ja_neiro in-;lugust'-l&f__’S,' .ﬂlao:



....3.....

in 1929 there was a conference in Panama, and s second con:fe:enhre;z*'th
in 1931, These latter two conferences were directed'to éhe:wa}:s .‘;nd{
means particularly of expediting the highway from the Republic of Panama,
to the United States, while the other conferences were directed. towaa;'d:“'
the development of the Pan-Americen hisghway system which in its concev:r-
tion visunlized adequate highwars comnecting all the capltals a.nd se:‘ving
the major populations of all the republics of the continent, :
To those of us who sat eround these early conference tabieé‘-@&
were familiar with the conditions vhich had to be met by thé highwa,y
organizations at the inception of their work in every country, tﬁé__ )
progress vhich has now been made is posiﬁive assﬁra.nce of -the early
establishment of communication by hishways within the countries them-
selves and between all countries of the western world, R :
Since 1929 the Congress has authorized the engiﬁeefiﬁg participa—- .
tion of the Public Roads Admlnistration continuously, with' the highway .
departments of the countries involved, in the lacation and. constmction-
of the Inter—American highway between the ‘southern border.g:t‘- Hexi-co.ang i
Pename, Oity. _ : : L ;_. .
With the aotable work which Nexico hs.s"alrEad:y accoﬁaiulisﬁé& ami |
is continuing, the completion of this hzghly important highway from the
United States to the Canal Zone has been very materlal}.y advanced by tha_
finencing which has been arranged by ﬂicaragua, Costa Rj.c_a. eggd Panama |

through the Bxport-Import Bank of the United States, .

The precise objectives which were outlined in the. joint recon=' -

naissance surveys throuzh which the proposed Inter—American highuéy vas . o



direction in all of the work which has been done since, The defi:u

tion for advancing the construction, tc use the avalla.'blek ftmﬂ_.‘_s_'r in
building of a number of the most lmportant bridges aleng the r‘oute.’

South of Panama a recent survey indicates that of S 09'{ milea of:

the South American section of the Pan-American highuay, reaching
the Panama-Colombia border to Buenos Aires, Argentina, approxim.ately
4,147 niles or one-half of the distance now provides paved.or al-l-‘».
surfaces. A4 considerable part of the remaining distance may be t .
during dry veather., Notable progress is being made by Argent:tna, __Braz_il,
Chile and Peru. All of these countries have succes‘s:_t‘ully atﬁackedand
accomplished projects presenting almost insu.rmonht;_b_lé engmeermg
financing difficulties, At the present moment cnnstr&cticnvitall
important $o our own national defense is —g.oi:r;g onin theRePublic
Panama and elsewhere along the 15.ne‘_j. | e ~

In Panama a project is just now éésured'vfﬁiéﬁ.h#é beenonl

hope for many years, vwhich will cdmpleté the Tréns*lsthmi’-éji?ﬁig:

all the countries of the western Hem:.snhere must be convincmg to thus >
who have doubted whether easy c:cmmumcwtlon by hlghways m:.&,ht became_'a

reality between these- countrlef' within any reasonable tme.



There is yet much work to do, but this will bve acéoﬁpli-#ﬁeﬁ at
zn accelerated rate beceuse the highwey departments t-:ithin thecmmtr o
themselves are daily dbecoming stronger sad more influential and efﬁciant;__
The development of highways to the extent they are seriously necessary”.
will be one of the major assurances of Pan~American unity in all matters y

important to the future welfare of this Hemisphere._



