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By Thomas H, Meolonald, Commissioper ofrubuunwd‘l«

Highway construction supervised by the mmmm&a
Administration resulted in the improvement of 1?,160 ﬁﬂu -at‘
during the past Federal fiscal year. Of this tc‘hl, 13.34&2 mi
wsre constructed in cooperation with tho various St&te
departments with funds apportioned to all smm. TM
3,678 miles includes road construction in the naﬂoml ibrﬁ o
national parks and monuments, publie hnda, le Q’hhor Wr&*‘

Equally as importent as the mileage oommwed ma t&m M'ta

accomplishment in the Administration's program of eumimting 4

hazards at railroad grade ﬁrosai%a. In '!:hia program 332 dtngamt :

orossings were eliminated, 86 cbsolete ;g;mdo a«rmmtian atmtum&

were reconstructed, and 138 crossings were protwted ’c}y tho'imm "l-v.
lation of flashing lights and othmr mming devima. -

Of the work in cooperation with all 31:0.%:. 5,5 ntl_
were in the uou‘bham States of A.lnbm, Arlmnns, Flortﬁ; LGQM*
”Kautuekv, Loui.ainm, Marvland, m:aiaaippi, m”mi. ﬁqr’bhimx
Oklehoms, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virgix&iu. Y{ﬂt vtrgimr
and tha IHetrict of Columbia. }fn these States wro loov:lml 3.‘ ,
the gmde crossing elimimtion projects, 36 oi" tfm Noamtm‘ﬁ

croxaing structures, and 1&8 of the omuings prc*t}eoted. \



At the close of the fisoal year, yrojeets 1316' 'ng 10,0

miles of highway were under contraot tnd progucta inwulviualéy?lﬁ

riles were approved but not yet under eontrnot. In thﬁ sruda
program the work under contrect inoluded h55 ovoonings ta B& ol

75 existing structures to be reconstructed, And 9bﬁ oruaaingt t'

rrotected. Urade crossing projeots spproved but not uudar uuu&rqn

included 75 crossings to be eliminated and 17 axiltin@ otruutu?‘t(f
to be reconstructed.
The highway and grade orossing wka eomplohca &nr&ng th& _
was estimated to oost 335,091,000, of uhich $L2h.h5&,000 th#\fﬁr :
work in the Southern States., The work undmr sontract wus aatimmﬁo&
to cost 2316,378 030 work in the aouthern States uocounting for
£ 21,015,000 of this amount. Work involved 1n prcjactu uppravud‘buﬁ
not vet under contrect was estimated to ocost #&3.3&5.000, af whinh
127,102,000 was for work in the Southern ﬁtttes. , .
Funds for the fiscal year lﬂhﬂ’ which bogan Jﬂly 1, 1959» o
wore apportioned by the Sucretury of Agriculture on ncoqmber 29’ 1938,

and were as followss $100,000,000 for improvements on mo m&«m&.«f

aid highway system; #15,000,000 for saeandury'ar fuadar ruu&az sud

220,000,000 for the elimination of hmzuras ut ruilrou& gruda arcltu

ings. Of this total, $15,911,000 is the sm:ham .mtm‘ m_re.
Including the funds for 1GL0 and belances 1vuilxb1a trvm untharixu
tions for previous yesrs, %220,180,000 of Federsl fun&n ramninaé
available for programed projects at the close nf the fiacsl yﬁar.
Of these funds, #87,1)3,000 wag aveilable for progremmed progacta

in the Scuthern States.



The Federal Ald Highway Aot of 1938 anﬂmriw& 'taz 0.
for 1940, and slso provided funds for the fiocnl vmﬁr l?&l %&
follows: $115,000,000 for improvements on %hn~?oder&19§&é;h&

system; $£15,000,000 for secondary or feader roads; tﬁd

funds will be apportioned among the States, the District of GeiunbiL,
Hawvaii, and Puerto Eico by the Federal Works Adminiutrltcr*b? the
end of the calendar year. The States share in: the: funds fbr
Faderal-aid highways and for secondary or feeder’ roads «nawthiu
proportion to eros, one~third in proportion to ycpulutiuny~tnﬁ ¢u9~%
third in proportion to mileage of rural peoat roads. The grade |

crossing funds are apportioned one-half in proportion to pdpﬂl&tian€ f

one-fourth in proportion to Federsl-ald highway system mileage, and

one«fourth in proportion to railroad milesge. As the faotors im

the apportionment formulas do not change grestly from yesr to yﬁnr,fi¥jfi
the Southern States will share in the 19L1 funds in nearly hhn -
same proportion ss in the 1910 funds. |

Construction of the main roads in the n;tionul‘tmraifﬁﬁhggf
been a function of the Public Hosds Administration since 1016.
As now desipnsted, the forest highwey system comprises alggagf‘w*x
miles of highways in 36 Gtates, Alasks, and Puerto Rieo,fé,aﬁgv
riles of the gvstem belng locatsd in 19 Southern ﬁtnt«sw‘tlﬁ?ﬁhé?
close of the fiscel year, !0V miles of natiopal forest highwngt

Southern States had besn improved,



parks, monuments, and p&rkrvmya :I.a s renpbnsi‘bﬂ&‘ﬁy !‘;'hk

Public Roads Administration under an agroewn“b with the

Park Service. The Administration parfom all mginaw&ns
functions on park road comstruction, whioh ﬁm'lude thn mk:i
of surveys, preparation of plans, specifieatiann, lmd aat:hwb&
advertising for bids, am.rding of oontnata, inspw‘bion during
construction and after completion, and momndution
of vouchers, At the end of the fisoal yur 1.577 mifws of ‘m
way in the nationsl parks and monuments had bmm improv;d, v
miles being in the Southern Statea. | ‘
During the past several years Congreaa haa authorised |
funds for the construction of parlcwuya - landaonped higknmys
for recreational travel 1eading to or uanmuting na*biom!.l pnrk""
Attention is now being centerod on twa purkmyls ‘both are iuyﬁk
the Southern States. The Blue Ridgo Parlcwuy, folloﬁng vmnely

the crest of the Blue Ridge mmnta&ns for appraximtoly 180

miles + passes through "ffirginm n.ud Kcrth Curolim, md-aoxm
the Shenandosh and Great Smok;v Mountaina ‘%tioml P&r i
Ap‘proxima’t@ly 1%}, miles have ‘been com;:lated to da*&:e, gmi 170

miles are under c:onstruction. The K&tahcz '.:‘mon ?n.my mssﬁ 7
through historic sections of Eu{iasissippi, Aluham, anﬁ Tennau&é ,
for approximately 155 miles. A:pproximbely 36 milos of thﬁ.: _.pu.’ -

way have been completed. Designed and Iqoated 50 a8 ta afford th&f i



e

traveler vistas of the oountry traversed, tha'pt'rmyt m

attractively landsecaped and supplemented with ptﬂd.ngum s
drinking fountains, and pionie grounds. | | H

Of equal importence with the physioal maampliahmn : ;
road construction during the year was the pmgz‘aaafmd’i‘ih“”
planning for future highways. By means of highway ylaming mm'
in cooperation with ! States, necessary inventories of highmyu
highway traffic, and highway finance, are being taken, M.:L ‘&f‘l
Southern States are cooperating with the Administration m Sbﬁ;iuu
ing these surveys, which will enabls the planning ot‘ future m@m&y;:
conatruotion on an entirely rationsl basis,

Information colleocted by the planning studies was inﬁ!u-‘-;_; , 1 ’ :

able to the Administratlon during the past year when Cougress

directed it to investigate and report on the feasibility of & \ .
systenm of transcontinental toll roads. Six highways wers d“oribod, L -
three spanning, the country f’rom eant to west, and three fm mrth |
to south, Without the informmtion collected by the plann:lmg wm._ .
no reliable report on the Teasibility of such a ayetem of highmys
could have been medé. However, the surveys had ymgreaao& t¢ ‘bhd

point where a comprohensive analysis of the proposal was poutibia;,
on the basis of facts. The Administration's iuﬂatigpﬁm, a.nmm
it enlisted the aid of all the varicus State highmydmrmﬁs,
conclusively proved that such s system of toll higmy; 'mbnl& not
be self-supporting nor would it contribute much to the aoluﬁ:imi &’ff.

our most pressing highway problems.



-b -

The Administration's report to Congress , Yollﬁmdn .
Free Roads, has been printed as House ﬁccumanf' Nos 2?2,, ?
Congress, first session. In eddition to ita'amlya‘ia af th &4
toll roads, the report presents a master plaan for frea, big‘!m*y
development. Designation and improvement of a W,mﬁmﬁlé—’&ﬁ
of direct, interregional highways is recommended, tagathex‘!ﬁ;ﬁh
the necessary express highways directly through cities, belt-lim
highways around cities, snd bypasses around towns, to mliﬁ‘n
traffic congestion, e

The difficulty and ocost of obtaining the maoww ﬂ&h‘bun;i :

of-way in and adjacent to oities is one of the moet serious

obstacles retarding urgently needsd improvements. In many cases -

the costs of right-of-way and property damnges far eéxceed the
cost of the actual construotion work. Tha constently mernggg}.
usage of our streets and highways is foreing local, State, and

Federal highway officlals to e realization of the gmt'umm&.!l_’fﬁ EE

of the necessary improvements, and the right-of-way problem osn

not long delay them.



