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structures were reconstructed, and 7hl orossings were protected
by signels or other safety devices., More than half of the ¢w~‘
penditures during the year for this class of work wae invﬁmﬁi¢14€ w
palities, reflecting the relatively grester danger andka§x.y§ “
at city and suburban crossings.

From 1971 o0 1933, Federal funds were concentrated on the
Federal-eid highwsy system in order to insure Sthe early aonplatt&h
of a network of main, through highwsys. This systes vay lin&tnd

initially to 7 percent of ths rural rosds {n sach State, b%i p@aﬂ

vision was made for expanding it in sny State when &b& prQVIana3¥
designated mileage had been brought to = latiufactﬂvy ﬁn&@‘t of
improvement. Twenty-four States have expanded their ?aﬁ&ra1~ﬂid
highway systems beyond the initial 7 percent, snd the systes now
includes 22k ,615 miles, | |

As work progressed in the improvement of the main highways
and ns they Geme to serve an ever-inoressing volume of traffic,
the time came when the sections leading imto and through cities
became bottleneoks, impeding the free flow of traffic. Steps to
remedy this conditlon were taken im 1933 when Federal funds were
made svalilable for the improvement af qmtagaionu of the !nd.ril—ni& ﬁ?
system into end through cities, and in 193U the btasic law vas “

amonded to make future Federal-sid funde svailable for this clsss

of improvenent.

Leglelation in 1933 and 1935 providing emergency funds to

furnish employment through rosd constructlon brosdened the Federsl

roadiuilding progrsm to include the improvemsnt of secondary



In sddition, specific funde were appropristed for the um&u&;
of hasards to life st rallrosd grade orossings. Pminim#% :
tinuing this broedened Federal program have bdeen M& in Qﬁh
suthorisging regular Fadersl-aid funds for the ysars 3.933 t "v
The Act of June 16, 1936, suthorized funde for each of tht e
fiscal years 1938 and 19739 ss follows: for Pederal-aid him
$125,000,000; for the improvement of secondary or fwfw-*mht |

roads, $25%,000,000; and for grade crossing work, m,m.we

Congress provided for the continuation of this '&rm ww& $
the fiscal years 1940 and 1941 by an st approved June 8, 1938.~ ’!'hh
legisletion authorised $100,000,000 for Federsl-aid highweys fa 193‘9

and $115,000,000 in 19413 $15,000,000 for secondary or !‘uw,kf_;;,{' hﬂ

roads in each of these years; snd $20,000,000 for Mﬁ @muﬁa w&k” £ 
in 1950 and $30,000,000 in 19k1. The funds for Pedersi-sid bighways

and for secondary roads must be matched by the States; the grade
orossing funde sre outright prents to the 5&&9“. -
¥hen the Federsl Government sdopted the ;mllar #f aidtnq
States in road construction, it was essentisl that the Zupds »
to improve the mein roads sarrying the most tmtx&&, m go
milesge of unimproved roads and the limited funds m&imu !’nr thl

tmprovement made this the only sound policy. Now that the MMﬁ

assistance has been extended to the secondsry rm@g.,,&g,@_;&m&

secescary to apply the funds suthorized for that j w
nileage of the most importent secondary rosds, M&iﬁ& m;

each State has been called upon to designate a system n:f min s :
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roads not exceeding 10 percent of the total highway ﬁ}.tm af ﬁm 1 ‘*
State, Thie selection ie %o be Dbased upon factunl data ebﬁﬁm
from 8tate-wide studies for the planning of en integrated MW
system. Projects are being aprproved prior to the Q&l‘iﬂ&ttﬁn’,ét f  '
the secondary road system where it 1 reasonably certain that they
will become s part of the aystesm.
The system of mein Righways in the United Htates is by far
the moet extensive of nmny in the world., Qx;l;r the moat ﬂﬁt«*é;f'"'%hﬁ?ﬂ?q
plesces cannot be reached over a surfaced road, o : ;
Eowever, many niles of highway constructed to the 1mx
standards of an earlier day cannot now be considered Mﬁm’h» e
Short sight distances on msuny roads msike passing vasafe snd m i
queues of vehicles to form behind slow drivers, reducing vmah :
epeed to that of the slowesi car. MHany curves mmM&h’l
they cennot be comfortably travelsd st reasconable M&. m |
surfaces and shoulders of many rosds need widening. Heay ﬂlﬂ -

of worn-out surfaces need to de replaced with mnrwr m e

more durable types required by larger mIm;,g}W(
Fonde urgently needed to correct these W i gh
conditions mnd to improve all perts of our min
compensurate with the treffic they now carsy m bﬂwm W
way usere in the form of gmuoline taxes, r«gﬁ“mﬁan t‘m. M m
highway-user imposts. Trery motoriest omwimwu m wﬁmﬁ& < $o
the extent he uses the highways. Although theas Mxﬂ%ﬁr fanlly

tmposed to pey for highway Smprovements, 13§ m*h M w W '

of Gtute taxes collected from highway users i.n 1&3? wes m‘ﬁ f%



purposes other than highway improvement ,fﬁhéf‘ m&m

every registered motor vehicle 1in 'eha Ehltm& Shtﬁv.
motor-vehicle revenues for highway rmryoc“ wnm gr _i,r
work of providing s safer and more cm;:htoh&ghmy Q :

Forty~eix States are now aaapamﬂu with ﬂu m
Roads in conduwcting highway planning "“""3”‘,', M 'O‘L“ V‘

available for the first time, complete :nf&mﬂm‘u A""‘ 1

and ocondition of existing roads, the wlm n& m ‘
they carry, and the sources and amounte of funds 0l
improvement. The date collected will prbﬂ&#;‘_&ﬁ
more oquitadle programs of highway Zmyimimai in the futy
end that the greatest safety end service will bo W&M ’

The safety of highway users is & firet considers
who plan and bulld the highways. Defects in m 'm_ %
fully recogaized and the speed with shich &zw wzn 1
oniy upon the rate at which funds can ve m» Mhbw 4,
The progrem of highway modernisation, mn}mmg M st

widening, increasing sight distances, sr&du cmu

construction of sidewalks, should go forward uﬂh'
At the pame time it must be reallised that wamn]
things will not constitute e .omua;; of the ‘q.megmy
present condition of the main highways 1a u&ldfm cont
except where coupled with erratic actions af ritku
date as are availsble on the causes of Mﬁkm G idents
improper acts by vehicle drivers cause wﬂmﬂﬂm&m The n
cidents and deaths cen be materially lessensd mly by mwri
attack on driving badits and a proper sslection MM’M
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Improvement of the highway agcidens azmuﬂan win a'm!mr

concerted aation by the mumerous agenoles mnm ﬁtﬁ %

control and law enforcement. Immediste sction m& ve m t@
the adoption by the States of the Uniform V&ia&& OGode mm»
by the National Conference on Straet shd Bighway Safety. M!‘t
urgent need for uniformity in speed laws, nmwm and mmw
regulations and hand signals, and other phases of Sraffis mﬁ”&w ",ﬁ iy

All States should provide for rigid axwiu%i!m of np’pum”fﬁ
drivers licensen. MNotor vehicles should be mwm ﬁ% W»,
intervale $o insure that those poorly eguipped mﬂ aﬁtmm Kn
kept off the road. Szpanded patrol forces m wﬁmﬁ ﬁr m
enforcemsnt of traffiec laws; and violators, when srrested ond Ty
ponvicted, must be punished withomt Tear or tmz. |
Fortunately, officlals charged with %hﬁ_ &mﬁmmtm M

admintistration of our roadsand strasts, ramfamm by m Lren w

public opinion, are making definite progress %mrﬁ n&uﬁa& m |

highmy sooident toll.



