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Taos, H. MacDonald 

fh® coop«r«tlv« roAdtbuilding aark of iW *»di'jml Vii iiVjaiM , 

aad tha Stataa raaultad in *h« iaprovaaaat of t*.1*9 •»*••**¥*m&m$ 

dtariaf the fitoal yaar 1938. Tho / o a r aaa tha s e a r «aa?1aUta*tf t i t 

•aargaaey program of rood eonttruction, and aaa aarkad taa*laitia~ 

tloa of Inderal aid for aaeondary aad faj^to-aarkat read coattraftUaa 

and tha oxUnalon of outright ladaral *raata for hlg»aaxjr»ralii4a$ 

grada Croatia* alinination at partt of tha rafalar fadarai alfjaaw? 

prbgrw. Continuation of work on tba radar*i-»id~wt«» ^ & a a r 

7adaral-aid fuadn famed % f «r tha gr»at»r part of tha*" jaar^t a o l i T i ty. 

IuproTaaantt -aada durin* tha yaar inciudad 9,333 alias 'oa^laial 

portions of the fadaral-aid highway tyataa, 55$ alias oa araalolpal 

portiona of tha ?#d»ral-aid aystaa, 201 ailaa of aaeoadary roads i a 

»ttaloip*litl»a, aad 2,0jS ailaa of rural • •ooadarjr roada. 6laaalflad 

according to t y p a of sons tract ion, the yaar'a work ooaalatad of 1,50s" 

ailaa of gradad aad drainad ro*d. !i,99« all«a of traatad~aaduntraatad 

saad-clay, gravsl, and aacadaa, 1,9*9 nilat of los-eost U'iuaiaeua alt, 

213 of bitt»in<raa aaeadaa, Ul9 silta of Mtwiaoai' c o a o r a U , 

2,876 ailaa of port land csaaot o o a e r a t a , aad 13k ailaa o f Drldfaa, 

grmd* aaparatlooa, aad alacallaaaoua t y p a s . 

AdiTaacaataat during t b a j r a a r o f t h a prograa a f allftlaatiaf 

faasards to Ufa a t railroad $rad« orottiafo aaa a n iaportaat eoatrt-

button to highway safaty. Ia addition to t h a protsatioa a f Ufa sad 

prop-arty, frada aaparattoaa off act coaaidarabla aairta«a ia l i a a aad 

iaooBTaaia-aea to public t rawl oa tha highway*. Xfaxink iI**V®***. 
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structures w*r* r*oonstruot*d, and jUk crossings w*r« pr*t*et*4 

by signals or otbar safety d*rie«*# More than half of th* ex­

penditures during th* yaar for this alas* of work was ia naaiai-

pal i t ies , reflecting the relatively greater d**ag*r end dolayt 

at oity and suburban crossing*. 

frm 19?1 to 1933, Federal funds were concentrated on th* 

Federal-aid highway system in order to insure the early coapletioa 

of a network of w in , through highways. Thin ly t tM *a* Italia* 

in i t ia l ly to 7 parcent of tha rural roads in mek 8tat*, bat pro- , 

vision was aade for expanding it in any State when T H * prawioaaly 

designated mllsage had Been brought to n satisfactory d*fr*« of 

iraproveoent. Twenty-four S T A T E S have expanded their ?#d*y»i~ai4 

highway systeais beyond the init ial 7 percent, and the systea no* 

includes 22M15 ails®. 

As work progressed in th* iaprow«a*at of the «ain highway* 

and as they oaa* to **rv* an ever-iaoreasiag Tolna* o f traffia, 

th* tla* case whan th* soot ion* leading into aad throng oiti*s 

became bottl*a*oks, iapadiag th* free flow of t raff ic . Steps to 

reaedy this condition war* takan ia 1 9 3 3 *h«n federal fund* w*r* 

made available for th* iaproveaeat of ext*a«loa* af the F*d*ral~al« 

•yateffi into and through citlss. and In 193u th* basic lav «as 

aaondad to make future federal-fcid fund* available for thi* ela** 

of iaprovaawnt. 

Legislation in 1933 « d 1935 providing e®*r««a«y f a a d * I® 

furnish eaployaent tarottge road oonstruetioa bro*4*f)*4 l a * f*d»yal 

roadbaildlng prograa to iaaluft* the i»prov*a*nt of ••eaadary r**4«. 



In addition, specific funde were appropriated for th* «liala*tt** 

of hatarde to life at railroad grade oro*»lag*. Prowltioa* «*a» 

tinning this broadened Federal program nave bean aad* In acte 

authoriting regular Federal-aid fund* for the year* I936 through I9HI. 

fhe Act of June 16, I936, authorised funds f*r aaah of th* 

fiscal years 193« an* 1339 *• follows: for Fed*ral~altt highway*, 

1125,000,0001 for the iaproreaent of secondary or f*ra t* aartal 

read*, $25,000,000} and for grariw crossing work, $50,000,000. 

Oongress provided for the continuation of thl* broadaaad prograa la 

the fiscal years 19**Q and I9UI by an sot approved Jan* 8, 1938. Jhl* 

legislation authorised #100,000,000 for Federal-aid highway* ia X$kO 

and $115,000,000 in I9U1, $15,000,000 for aeoondary *r f*m»t*»aark*t 

roads in each of thee* year*} and $20,000,000 for grade cro**lag *»?k 

in 19**0 and $30,000,000 ia 19^1. The fund* for Fsdeml-aW highway* 

and for **ooadary road* oust b* aatohcd by th* Stat*«| taa gwaa* 

crossing funds are outright grants to th* Stat**. 

When th* Federal Gov«rna*nt adopted th* polloy af aiding tha 

States In road eoastruotioa, it was essentlei that tha ***** a* aa*4 

to istprove the aala road* » r r y t « # the a**t traffi*. 9h» large 

alleag* of tmiaproved road* and the llait*d fund* availatt* far thai? 

l*pr©v**#nt aad* thl* the only sound polloy* So* that the Federal 

a**l*taaoa ha* been extended to th* **oondary road*, i t 1* llkawtaa ' 

n*o«***ry to apply the /fund*• authorized for that paraaa* Ut a llait»d 

alleag* of th* ao*t iaportaat secondary road*, fo *«o*wpii*a ***»• 

•aah State ha* b*«a eall*4 upon to designate a *y*t*a of aala seaoadary 
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roade not excused ing 10 percent of the total highway ailtaga Of taa 

state. This •election is to be bated upon factual data obtained 

froa State-wide studies for th* planning of aa intsgrated aigjaway 

eratea. Projects are being a;-.roved prior to tha designation af 

the secondary road ayttea where it ia reasonably certain that thay 

will brooat* a part of the sytten. 

The system of aiain highways in the United Statea la 07 far 

the oOfst extensive of any in the world. Only the aoat oat-of*taa-»wajr 

places cannot b# reached over a surfaced road. 

However, many wiles of highway constructed to tha laaar 

standards of an earlier day cannot no* be aontidared adeaaata. 

Short sight distances on ;a».ny roads sake pas slat unsafe aad eaasa 

queues of vehicle* to fora behind slow drivers* reducing vehicle 

spaed to that of th« slowest car. Many curves ara aa ahar* that 

they cannot be comfortably traveled at raaeonable aaaaaa. 'faa-

surfaces aad ahouldere of many roads need widaalag. Uaay ailaa 

of worn-out surfaces need to be replaced with taa ntraagar aad 

wore durable types raaalred by larger voltssa* af trafflt. 

Funds urgently nsadad to correct thaaa daagaraua htg-hway 

conditions *sd to improve all parts of our aaia Mghaays ta a 

coastaaeurata with th® traffic they now carry ara haiag P*t* V high­

way uaere la the for® of gasoline taxes, ragittratlan tfaan, aad aitesr 

hlganay-uaar imposts. W«ry sotoriat coatrltmtae la prwnortioa t® 

tha extent he uaea the highways. Although thasa taxes *ar# erlgiaally 

imposed to pay for highway iaprovaaeate, 1% ®aa*a oa* af avary di&S#r 

of State taxes eollscted from highway uaera la 1937 *** *•*•* far 



purpose* other than highway improvoaeat - the equivalent of for 

every registered aotor vehicle in the Quited ftat«», fhe u»e of these 

motor-vehicle revenues for highway purpoea* would greatly expedite the ' 

work of providing a safer and more ooaplete highway s*rvlo*. 

Forty-sis States are now cooperating with th* Bureau af Fuhlle 

Heads in conducting highway planning surveys, faaaa acre*** a«k* 

available for the flrat tiaa, cowplet* iaforaatla* aa la ta* it l iaj i 

and oonditioa of existing roads, the rolua* aad ohajpaotar af 

they carry, aad the sources* and amounts of fund* being u**d for thair 

laprov*a*nt. fhe data collected will provida a eaala aa a*!** t# plaa * 

•ore equitable prograas of highway laprovwaaat la ta* JUte** * • t i t 

end that the greatest eafety and service will »« provl&ad. 

fhe eafety of highway usere is a first coasidsratiea wit* all 

who plan aad build th* highway*. Defects la th* dieting systeas act 

fully r*oognis*d and th* *p**d with which they will fe* oorraai** dapanda-

only upon the rat* at which fund* can b* aad* aval labia far tha aaiiM*. £ 

The prograa of highway aodarnisatioa. Including road str*lgbt*a1ag «** ' ''-' 

widening, in@r*a«lng *lght distances, grade crossing aliainatioav. «*t 

oon*traction of sidewalk*, showld go forward with a l l poisibl* wfPst. 

At the **a* tlaa it au»t m realised that aoooapllalaia^t af ail th*s* . 

thing* will not oonstltute a solution of th* aoeidant j**#t*v * fit 
pr***nt oonditioa of the main highways is saldoa eeaduoivata aaaldaat* 

•xo*pt wher* ooupl«d with erratic action* of rl«k>-tal6*a* i**«t*ft» '**m\ 

data a* are avallabl* aa th* oau*** of highway aaoidafit* tattMfta that 

iapropor act* by v*hlol* drlv*r* oau** aost aooidaat*. th* auab*r of aa-

old*nt* and d**th* eaa b* «*t*rially la«e*n*d oaly by eaat*rlag th* 

attack on driving habits and a prop«r «*lestion of driver*. 



laprovaaeat of the airway acoideat situation will raoaira 

concerted aatiou ojr tho mtaarou* ageaolss oaaoaraad vitk traffitf 

control aad law aaforaeaeat. ZsaaedUta a«**to» taaald a* takaa total* 

tha adoption V th© Stataa of tha Oalfow Teh 1 ale feda raaaiMaaaal 
hy the national Oonferanca on Street aad St̂ haay Safety. i M t i fa 

urgent nead for unlforaity in speed lava, stoppia* aad ssraia* 

rafttlationa and hand eigaala, aad othar phases af tiaftfta aaatral. 

All Stataa should provide for rigid axaaHaattoa af applteaatt far 

drivers lieeaaee. Motor Tahiclaa should aa iaapaatat at ragalar 

intervale to Insure that those poorly eaulpped aad dafaattra mm 

kept off tha road. Ispaaded patrol forass ara required far taa 

anforoaaaat of traffic laws? aad violators, eaeo arrested aaA 

oonTiotad, met ae punished vishout four or favor. 

Fortunately, officials charged with tha ooastraattaa aad 

administration of our roadteaad •treats, reinforced ay aa asmsai 

public opinion, ara aakiag definite profress toward raaaaiag taa 

hl«haay aooidftat toll* 


