AIGHWAY S/FETY AWD THE BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROAES

An interview between Thomas H. MacDonald, Chief of the Bureau
of Public Roads, and Morse Salisbury, Acting Director of Information
U. S. Department of Agriculture, broadcust Tuesday, September &l
1938, during the Devurtment period of the National Farm and Home Hour
by 2 networl: of 93 stations associnted with the h&t;on&l Broa&aaating.
Company. S
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MR, WALLACE XADDERLY:

4nd now Mr, Morse Salisbury will interview Mr. Thomss H. Macnonald
Chief of the Bureau of Public Rouds, on the subject of ~~ highway*aafaﬁ‘

MR, MORSE SALISBURY:

It gives me great pleasure indeed to introduce once sgoin to.
the Farm and Home Program audience Mr. MneDontld, who knows much obout
tho problems connected with safety on tho public highways. Mr. MecDonald
has been in chorge of Federul rond building eince the time when the
Federul-nid highvay systom wos only o plan for the future, asnd I don't
know & mun who has done more to convort our horse-und-buggy ronds of -

25 voars ago to the gront highwiny svetoms of todry., And vet ~- Well,
vou tell us, Mr, MacDonnld, why our highw ye arc so much more dungerous‘f
then they were 20 yenrs ngo. '

MR, THOMAS H. McoDONALD:

Hr, Solisbury, the highwrys themsclves, although still in need
of much further improvoment, werc nover better adapted to anfe;uanvthgn:
they are today. It is the way they are used that creates most of the
problem. L

MR, SALISBURY:

You mesn drivers are more reckless than they used to be?

MA, MocDONALD:

Yo, the percentuse of reclzless drivers 1s probrbly less now
than ever before, but the danger from reckless or unskilled driving
is much more duc to the groutly incrensed use of the highways,
This growth in use is nstounding - this yesrr 50 million drivers are .
overating 30 million vehicles more than 200 billion miles, So we -]
must expect vecidents, but not nearly so many os we have., It is a
matter of major nationol concern that the number be reduced to the



“lowest possible figure.

MR, SALISBURY:

; Well, how does the Bureau of Public Roads propose to cut down
“the number of accidents? I understand the Federal government has no
~control over the individual driver. Most safety experts seem to think
~the remedy lies in correcting bad driving habits.

- MR. MacDONALD:

The problem is complex and must be attaclzed on many fronts -

" We must modernize our highways to make them sufe for everv reasonable
use. Highway enginccrs know what to do, but the rate of progress
will depend largely on the willingness of the public to pay the cost,

- We are now conducting highway planning surveys in cooperation with 46
State highway departments. An important part of these surveys is to
determine exactly the extent to which our highwrys are below safe
standards and the cost of eliminnting nll seriously dangerous conditions,
We will place this information before the public, since it is the public
that must decide how much it is ready to peoy for high nv safety.

MR, SALISBURY:
5 But how for will this go towrnrd solving the highwsy sufety
© problem? When all our highvnys are modernized, you think we con

’:expect o big reduction in accidents?

MR._ MacDONALD:

v There will be materianl reduction dbut our safety studies show
definitely that all accidents are duc to o combination of causes, We
" can reduce the number of nccidents, and this should by all means be
‘done, if we corrcet certanin highwey danscors.

MR. SALISBURY:
You mean if we widen road surfaces -- and so on?

MR. MacDONALD:

Widen road surfaces, increase sight distances, provide foot-
paths for pedestrians, elininate sharp curves, steep grades, narrow
bridges, and railrond grade crossings. There are nony external
elenents of dunger. For exanole, porticularly in the South and West,
~1live stock permitted to wander ot will on the highways is o common
hazard. But correcting these demgers of the highways themselves will
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not constitute a full and adequate solution of the big problem. We

can in a major degree lessen the number of accidents and deaths onlyv;

by centering the attnck on driving habite and a proper seloction of

drivers. Such an attsck, to be fully effective, must omploy, in

addition to monsures of cducation and persuaaion. positive mesns of
stopping the viclation of well-known nnd ensily understood rules of
nfety.,

MR, SALISBURY:

What snecific procram do you rocommend, Mr. MacDonnld, and
whnt will it involve?

MR. Ma¢DONALD

With the aid of traffie experts ond law onforcement officers,
the Buresu hes made o o roful and detniled study of the safety problem.
We have proparcd rocomxerdntlons which, if put into effect by concerted
effort of the numerous ngencies involved, should greatly reduce the
nunber of accidents. Some of the most urgently needed measures require' ~
hardly any cxpenditure. Others do lnvolvo a moderate cost,

MR. SALISBURY:

I've heard of the action program ¥your Bureau proposcs, Ho
advance safety on the highways, and in that program, I belileve, you
place particular emphrsis on uniforn State motor vehicle traffic laws,
Now tell us just how uniform Stute laws will provent one wutomobile
from cnlliding with another.

MR, MocDQWALD:

When we talk about uniform laws, we mern uniform and adequate R
laws, Unifornity is in itsclf a desirable thing, The notorist should =
not be confronted with different end nany times conflicting rules: ne
he travels from Stote to State.

MR, SaLISBURY:
I agree with vou thero, all right.

MR. MacDOHALD:
But, we hnve a much nore serious roason for urging uwniform laws,
In some Stntes, drivers arc not required to be licensad, Some Stotes
have no ninimum age 1init for drivers, no prohibition against the
licensing of hrbitual drunkerds, narcentic cddicts, or those afflicted
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_w1th nental disrbility, Soﬂo St tes dn not requlra tests to determine
‘phy810al fitness to. drlve. Some Stﬂte laws do not set forth conpletc
rules of the roud

MR, SALISBURY; -

Whot ~bout the uniform laws prepared by the Nationnl Conference
on Street and Highvay Sufety?

MR. MpoDONALD: .

Thesc laws are reccommended for odoption by evervy State, They
offer ensy ond conpleto corrcction of o very confused situntion,

MR. SATISBURY:

Mr. MacDonald, whot about tho aceident-prone driver, and tho
vouthful driver who's inclined to toke too nany risks? They're
- raspnnsible for quite n percentage of our accidents., Have you
figured out a way of getting then off tho road? -

MR, MocDONALD

- If they pnss the regular physicnl ond mental tests, there is,
as yet, no sntisfactory neons of identifying the accident-prone
“«,:drivcrs ‘before thoy hnve accidents, but it is quite possible to
detect nony reckless drivers bofore they  caugc o serinus aceldent.
. Therc is no excusc for pemitting any drivers to continue to hnve
~a succession of nccidents. Every State should excrcise complete
and finnl suthority aver the issuance wnd revocntion of drivers!
liconses, For sorious nffenses, such as nmnslonghtor, driving under
the influeonce of intoxicants, failure to stop after an nccidont,
_oand reckless driving, it should be nondntory upon the Stato licensing
oauthority te rovoke the driver's license. The power to revoke
licenses for the worst nffonses and suspend them for less scrious
ones is the mrst effective we: pon of socliety in attecking this
problen.

MR, SALISBURY:

Do vou think larger patrol forces +ould help to raduce accidents?

MR, MacDONALD:

The ﬂoqt completo code of motor voh1c1e laws is of little
_avail unless there is proper enfrrcorient, In most States the high-
- woy patrol force is vholly fnudequate  in numbers, and too much burdened
with other duties tn patrol offcctlvelv the lorge nilerge of highwoys.



MR, SALISSUX
I undorstnnd thnt a nubor »f St:tes nev require periodic

inspoction of noter veohicles, Do oyouw e~nsider such inepectien

inpartant in the sofoty pragron? ‘

MR, HeeDQUoLD

Yes, I dn. 3But less thvn holf tho States nav hevoe poriedic
inspoetinn nf mator vehicles,  Those Stites that hove cdoptod the
plem reoport o Cefinite inprovenent ir the nechonienl condition of @ o
vohicles in use, After o fev inspectinna, there in a narked drnp
in the numbor of irnadequate brakes, posrly odjunted hondlighte,
and important nechinie: 1 defects,  The nld erxs thet should be
Jurked, disippery with the first inspeetion, e

MR, SaLISBURY:

The beaefite ~f eamoulsary Lispoctinn scon to ba rathor :
abvinus, Whot ather ronedics far traffic deogors dﬁ you suglosty

WR, HineDOWALD:

Yo neced te knav nare scouratoly Just how neny sccidente we hove;
whera thoy nceur, ond whnt ¢ruses then,  Weo ncod such information: bafnre
woe ¢rn declde on the prover enrrective nensurces o be spplied, mnd
whoro to plree the greatost onphosis, Koowing the nunbor of peoplo
killed and injurod 1n n Stoate is uscful as o neocsure of the less fron
accidents, but we crnnot apply renedies intelligently unless we know
the relative inportance of each »f the nany couses of accidents.

Such infornetinon can be obtained only by requiring these involved in :
accidents of any conscquence o ropert the feet to a Stoto pgency and
by skilled investigatinn of a large nunber of zccidente, Detornining
the causes of nceidents cppenrs to be a sinple aatter, but expericnce
shows thet reports by trained investicators are neecga: vy if we vre

t~ hnve c~rrvct infarnatinr, The Burcou of Public Reads and the

nuriorous agencics in the sofety ficld agree that every State should

collect nna cortsile necurate infernntion according to o unifern plan.
We do nnt hrve now o netisnel evaten of reporting ceven fatal eceidents
thet epproaches adequecy. In foet, right now the stotietics arc nis-

lecding,

MR. S/LISBURY:

0f erursec, such irfsriction veuldntt produce an innedicte effeet
in srving lives on the hisheey, but I ern osce it's.needed, if we're
reslly serious sbrut reducins the cecidert toll. Most people want te
gtnp slmughter on the hichwrys ot nuce, ond their first thowht is o
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nksﬁfetv compoign. But sometimes I wonder just how nuch these
s.cantribute townrd o permanent solution,

They are wrth while; Mr, Salisbury. Publicity on correct

iving proctices, and vitalizing the consecquences of violation of
affiec rules are certaninly worth vhilo, ZEducation in hirhvey sofety
8 a‘dafinite pqrt of the safoty prorrﬂn I bellevo that one of the

; 1 echoola Pive sone instructinn in safctv. Many high schools
now cive driver troining coursos. A widespreod program of public
e&uen&inn, and spocialized training of traffic officers and enmineers,
48 vov under woy, This nrogrrn is sponsored by nationsl orrunizvtions.
~ with funds provided by the Automotive Srfety Foundntion. We nust
both continue und improve such educational work., At the same tine,
- we must remerber that oducational work and safety campaigns, no matter
~how intensive, do not stop the worst treffic offenders, To reach
_ them we must modernize our laws and provide odequate enforcenent
“orgonizations. Experts in covory linc of activity rclated to highway
troffic aro ngreed on the things that should be dono, But standing
in the woy, is public inertin, Help us overconc thut, Mr, Salisbury,
ond vou'll hove comparative safety on the public highwoys.

S I’ll do ny beut Mr, MncDonald. And thank yvou wvery much for
- the report you have given us today. Josephlnc Hemphill, of our
;‘f,£nfnrmat10n Sorvice, is partiocularly interestod in this problem of
,~~'hiﬁhﬂ&$ safety, nnd ehe noy be calling on you for nore 1nfornation

- in a few wooks,

AL Gand We'll help her 0ll vo can. Ypu have seon our new bulletin,
an “Kighwng hccidents "

‘“WA“§ALL§§?RY=

Yos, and I'n ﬂoins tn sugest thet civic-ninded citizens,
interested in "Hirhwoy Accicdents, Thoir Cruscs, and Recommendations
for Their Prevention," writc to the Deprriment of Agriculture for o

~copy of this new publicrtion fron the Bureau of Public Ronds. And
thank yvou agnin, Mr MacDonnld,

' mz. mnmamr:

Forn and Honme frlonﬁs, yeu have hevrd Mr, Thnmas H, chDonald
Chief of the Burcau of Public RBoads, and Mr. Morse Salisbury, discussing
"Safetv on the Publie Hichwaye," Por copics of the Bulletin they
nentioned, send your none and address to the Dopartment of Asriculture,
Woashington, D, C., an? ask for "Highwny Accidents,®




