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Highway taproveasat with Federal 
Fonda in the Southern States 

ay 

Chief, tf. S. Bureau of Public Roads 

In the past three yeare the southern State* hare aada notable 

progress in road isprovsaent - probably greater than that aa&e ia 

any other similar period, fhla progress has been due In eonalderable 

aeasure to the large state aada available by the Federal governs*** 

for highway construction as an .eejergeaey aeasnre* These authorisations 

have provided thousands of alias of ussfol highway lepreveaeate eat 

1 

? at the ease tiae have created widespread employseat. 

Ona of the aajor effort© of the Federal Ooveraaaat te relieve 

f v tineaploymeat through & large-scale road-oeastmetlon program began 

| l l with m authorisation, o f $*W0,000.000 as a direct grant to the State* 

I » V the Satlonal Industrial Recovery Act of June i b \ 1933• ©»* 

5Tw later the layaea-Oarteright Aet of Jane 18, 193** e^thertsea a 

'aeatary 13)0,000.000. faeee fwde are known as the 193% «*& 1935 

' ~ ,FeMic fforfcs airway faads. fhe Bay4«t-0ext*right Aet alee provides 

'M**125»000,0O0 a* federal aid to the States la each ef the f l se s l 
and 1937. *he emergency pregraa ens eonttmted by alleastioas ef 

I - #300,000,000 for highways and $200,000,000 for 

direst grants to the Stataa a***) fro* feeds provided by ®m 

I Belief impropriation Aet ef April S, 1935- Ttmm varlens sets 

provided leaser amounts for the ia^reveaeat of al#waya la 

parks, national forests, public lands, and ether ?e4*ra! 



fhe 15 southern States lieted la table I wars apportioned 

$323,655.22? o f tho highway feeds sad $61,622,399 ef the fuade far 

grade crossing work, fhe highway funds were apportioned ea the haele 

of area, population and ailaage e f pest reads* fhe grade crossing 

funds were apportioned according to population* Federal-eld ailaage 

and railroad mileage with population given a weight equal te the 

ether two factors combined. 

6a Xcweaher 1 there had hose eeapleted in the 15 Statee listed 

l^ ,73 u » » • » «f read, costing £$t»&7«0&t ef natch the federal ' 

Ooveraaeat paid $20^,785,530. Projects approved for aonstructioa 

or under construction total •* ®* total cost of $fi£,822,9k9 

Involving $6i,US2,3^1 of Federal funds, fhe roads already eeapleted 

in the somthejaJtate© constitute nearly half ef the »Usag* eeaplete* 

In the entire country. 

Detella eoacersliig the work being dene is each ef the Hate* 

are shewa Is table 1. 
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The $200,000,000 authorisation for elimination of hasarda 

at grade crossings under the 2s*argeaey Relief Apprepriatiea Aet of 

1935 has aada poeaible the largest program o f croaelng ellalnatloa 

ever attempted In the aouthem States, ffeese States sere appertioaet 

$61,622,399. Already there have seen completed 155 eraeeing eliai-

nations, 21 ellalnatloa structures reconstructed and 11 crossings 

protected by slgnale. fork under construct lea or approved far eejqe* 

etruction includes kQi crossing ellainations, 70 grade cresslag 

eliaination atructuree recoaetructed, and JJZ croeaings protected ay 

signal* er otherwise. 

There rcaeiae $15,9«5.^92 available far additleaal projects 

already included la the prograa. fhs work being deae iadudoe 

aeaereus ooetly structures e f eoaslderabl® traffic laperteace that 

sere not eonetroeted previously because ef the Mgli cost aad 

reluctance t e concentrate large, aaeuats e f geaaral high«ay funds em 

a single lapreveaemt when there see a general need far laoroved 

highway surfaces* Bstatls concerning the grade oroaeing wort: are 

aheva in teals 2. 
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fhe scope of work done with Foiarsl 

jaialalsterwA hy the Bureau Has bean greatly 

'years, from 1916 to 1933 all Federal Aid m 

ofedaral-ald systaa. fats policy was a desirable one m long 

I considerable portions of tho system remained uaiaprowea'. £a 19J3 

I whan tho first large emergency appropriation was asde, tha 

1 f was la large part improvod to sow 

1 was urgent need of supplying widespread araploynwst. fhere mm also 

jj *m& for swnielpsl highway iwproweaants, paTtiesOarly 

«T *aln rout as throng cities, and for tho 

included in tho federal pragvaa. 

Isaprorsaeat of sxteneloasof the Federal-aid sywte* Into 

through cities Is now a permanent Federal-aid polio? aaA 

authorisations of ?sda*al--Ald hara haea sstte for 

for elimination of danger at grad» crossings. 

For too fiscal year beginning next July I 

authorised $125,000,000 for regal* 

199,000,000 far graft* crossing w»f* sad MtflOMQ* te 

reads, fhesa fund* w*r» apportion** to th* States la 

SlstUar aaouats will he apportioned next Beceafeer for the fellow-

lac fleeal year. 

fhe fuvto fer ellistaeMem o f danger at grade crossing* do not 

r haw* to he satohsd by the Statas. fhe at 

the usual »t«hiag 
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la the expenditure ef the ae* Federal-aid fuade far 

roa.de the Federal governwsat will deal only throng* tee State highway 

departmeate. It ia planned te apply the leads ealy ea a defiaite 

system of sscoadary roada. 

In addition to work oa highways with funds appertloaed te e l l 

Statea the Bureau of Public loads, in cooperation with other 

agencies, has supervised construction la end adjacent to Federal 

each as national parks, national forests and national 

fork In national parks and aoanaeate haa been ia ooop«ratioa with 

the national Park Service of the Bepartaent of Interior. Ia 

lational Park, in Virginia, a road 65 Biles la length has see* constructed 

near the ereet of the Blue Bldge free the vicinity of Froat Eoyal to 

Swift Bun Gap. An additional portion, part ef which it now u? 

tioa, will extend to Jaraane Sap. Tale read, known aa the iftyllne Driwe, 

will extend fro* end to end o f the park and la already attraotiag vteitere 

frea a l l States east of the Hlselsslppl Biver. 

Ia &reat Saoky Mountains lational park, the road ereealag 

fro* Tenneasee to forth Oarollaa la of lapertaace for lateretate 

cation and to give aeceee to a wonderful recreatloaal area, the easterly 

half wee laproved by the state ef Berth Oarollaa, and ae eeastraatieahaa 

bean uadartekea by the Government itself except for a portiea fear *llee 

leag near the eastern bouadary. The read up the west alee ef the 

in fenaaeeee. ems act developed ooaparably by the State, aad aa* 

under coastruetlon by tha Oevernaeat. fhe greater part of the 

(11 .5 *Uee) haa beea ooaplsted. 

Fro* tha suaadt of this road, at lewfouad Sap, a read 7.5 sdiee 

leag has been coaetrueted cut te tha vicinity ef Cll*gaaa«s 

http://roa.de


fh© construction of other roads la the &raat Snehy Honntaln* 

national Park is contemplated, fhey hawa been snrreyed in part, 

hat construction has net yet heen undertaken. 

Construction has hesa started on the Blue lidge Parkway con­

necting Shenandoah national Park and Oreat Smoky Hauntaias Satioaal 

Parle. This road, shout U50 adles in length, will connect *lth the ' 

road systems In the two paries and make one continuous recreational, 

roadway, fhe work on the Blue Btdge Parkway is wall under way with 

about 125 miles under construction, this road follows high up in 

the Blue Mdge, dropping down occasionally at Major strew* crossing*. 

It will he priemrily a recreational road. Because Of its length and 

location, it will ha convenient to the large population in tha. 

plains area to the south and east and will also ha a> convenient route 

fro© large portions of the middle wast and west toward fsahiagtejt and 

the northeast. 

Surveys are acrtiwely in prograas for additional portions of 

this road, as well as for a proposed •itenaien of it to Swrlsrwille 

in feanessee froa the westerly side of tha park. 

Zn addition to tha work in the areas aentioned eheve, roads 

hnwa haam ecttstraotai Of are usSar eoneiruction ia a Tinasar of other 

areas under the jurladiotioa af the Baiional Parte Service ia tha 
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Bureau of Public leads under an Aet of Congress, and was subsequently 

transferred to tha Rational Park Serwiow for administration, fhia 

exteudod froa Mount Teraoa to the Arlington Meoarlal Brio**, Bxtem-

eion o f this road north from Arlington has boas started, with Greet 

f a l l s as the objective, these extensions with a possible future retura 

down the Potoafte on the Maryland side to a point oppoelte awaas Ternon 

would constitute a Steorge fashiagton Manorial Parkway. 

Sear Fredericksburg, Virginia, roads hare been oeas&ruotad la 

each of the four sajor areas constituting frederiotcsfcurg and 

Spotsylvania County Battlefields Manorial latlonel Military Park, 

in order that proper facilities any be available for visits to the . 

Civil «nr battlsfislds at Prwdarieksburg, SpotsylTania, Cheaoellersvllle 

and the Wilderness. 

At Petersburg, road ooawtwwtiea is in fart eoanleted in : : : 

Petersburg Batioaal Military .Park. Practically a l t the roads in 

Oeorge Washington Birthplace Bat loan! aasaawat, on. the Potowatt, have 

Tirginla. la Colonial. Saticmsl aoanaeat, and Its ertena&m to Jaaastowa 

Ialand i s betag atudiad. 

At I l t t y gawk, Barth Caroliaa, road* haw* hoea completed ta 

H 1 I Barll BUI afcfttoaal Mm nt, oonasamio i a* th* nit* of the 

first flights of the fright Brother*. 
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Sear ifevaaaah, Oeorgia, work i s te start ehortly • » * 

bridge which will aaka Port Pulaeki accessible ay highway. Aoroee 

the State, at Chlotawaauga, three iapertaat reads have teem coapleted 

la (%lcs»aeaga-ChattBaooga latleaal Military Park. 

South ef St. Ingest ine, Florida, a read la fart a*ta*sae 

lat ional Monaaent wil l giro access to taa ease* aad aleo to taa 

Fark Service ferry eroeslag the iataasae Biver or Inlet te tea 

fort o f Spanish ttaes. 

Ia Kentucky, read surveys wi l l start shortly la the ae* 

pleted in Meriwether Lewie aatioaal Meaaaeat, Fort Ileaalaea national 

Military Fark and in Shiioh lational Military Fark. 

A read has been reeeaatraeted In Hit Springs national Fare: la 

Arkansas, reaching frea the town to the top e f feet Mountain, ant 

surveye are la progress for reads ea Berth Mcrontaia mat. Set Serfage 

In f lckeeurg Batieael Military Fark, taa read f»ftje*** tee* 

been eeapleted and a third will start shortly ea Confederate Aw****, 

the aost iapertaat e f tha fark aveamee. 

Sear Bew Orleans, a M«e**y has bee* eeapleted la Oteia**t* 

MoHuaeKt and Grenade Satioaal Battlefleld ,3lt*« fat* are* ia 

relat ively sae l l , and the work Included act ealy the read work I t se l f , 

but the f i l l tag la aad laadseaplag e f the wad* eewsu 
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I Survey* are now In progress on tee latches trace. A raerae-

tional parkway 1* eonteaplated under the Jurisdiction of the actional 

Fark Service, froa Saahvllle, feaneeeee, through a corner ef Alahana 

' to Hatchez, Mlaalaaippi. fhe Batches fraee, eaid to have been an 

Indian frail originally, beeeaa fanons ae the route used ia returaiag 

|~ north by those who bad taken oargeee down taa Ohio aad Mleslseippi te 

|!: lew Orleans. It wee used ia the adwaaee to lew Orleans ia the tar of 

1812. 

luaerous roads aad bridgee hare beea built ia the aatioaal 

foresta ia tha seathera Statee la eooperatiea with the Fereet 8*rwiee 

of the Bepartmeat of Agriculture, this work will be continued, these 

reada are oonetreated eecordiag te the traffic aeede aad under the 

ease atandarde that are ueed ia the general road work adaiaistered by 

the Bureau. Ia apportioning fereet reed fuade area of forest leads 

• is the aest iapertaat factor. Increased fuade will be available for 

; forest reada in Louisiana, Mlasiaelppi aad faxae ae a result ef recent 

: increases Is fereet areas la these Statae. 


