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Bighway Improvemsnt with Pedaral
Funds in the Scuthern 3tates

by

Thomas H. MacDonald
Chief, U. 5. Bureau of Public Roads

In the past three years the southern States have made notabdle

progress in road improvement - probsbly greater than that mmde in

any other similar periocd. This progress has been due in considerabls
measure to the large sums made avallabdle by the Federsl governmant
for highway construction as an emergency measurs. These authorisations
have provided thoueands of miles of useful highway improvements and
at the same time have crsated widespread employment.

One of the major efforts of the Federal Government %o relieve
V ‘ unemploynent through a large-scals road-comstiruction program degan
| with an authorization of $400,000,000 as a direot grant to the States
w;w the Eational Industrial Recovery Act of June 16, 1933. One year
., later the Eayden-Cartwright Act of June 18, 1934 suthorised a supple-
% mentary $200,000,000. These funds ars known as the 193% and 1935
| Public forks highway funds. The Hayden-Cartwright Act alse provided
2 :‘txas.em.am as Federal ald to the States in sach of the fisoal mrt
11935 and 1937. The emergensy program was continued by allosstions of
130200.600.000 for highways and $200,000,000 for grade-crowsing work, sa
w direct grants to the States made from funde provided by the W
Relief Appropriation dct of April &, 1935. These various acts almss
provided lesser amounts for the improvement of highways in sational

parics, national forests, public lasnde, and other FPederal aress.
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The 15 southern States listed in tadle 1 were appertionsd
$323,655,227 of the highway funde snd $61,622,399 of the funds for
grade crossing work. The highway funde were apportioned on the basis
of area, population and milesge of post roeds. The grade crossing
funds were spportioned according to population, Pederal-ald milesge
and railread mileage with population given & welght equal to the
other two factors combined.

On Hovember 1 thers had been completed in the 15 Mum
14,734 alles of road, costing $234,697,068, of which the Federal
Goverament pald $204,785,520. Projects approved for comatruction
or under construction total 4,564 at a total cost of $82,822,949
favolving $61,482,341 of Federal funds. The roads alresdy oompleted

in the southem3tater constitute mearly half of the nilesge completed

in ths entire couniry.

Details concerning the work being done in each of the States

ars shown in table 1.
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The $200,000,000 authorizstion for elimination of hasards
At grade crossings under the Bmergency Rellef Avpropristion Aok of i
1935 has made poseible ths largest program of croseing eliminstios
 ever attempted in the southern States. These States were spportiomed
© $61,622,399. Already there have been completed 153 oroesing elimi- -

nations, 21 elimination structures reconstructed and 11l crossings |

_ protected by signals. Work under construction or approved for osm=

| k{mr\mﬁ«m includes US4 orossing eliminations, 70 grade mum : |
elimination structures recomstructed, and 372 erossings protssted by
‘signals or otherwise. ol
There ressins $15,985,492 available for additionsl projecis

alresdy included in the progran. The work beiag done includes

Bumercus costly strustures of considerable traffic importance M
_were not constructed previcusly becauss of the high cost and 7
reluctance to concentrats large amounts of gwmeral highwey 1
;" single improvement whan thers was & general nesd for improwed
" shown in table 2. b
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The scope of work done with Faleral assistance and
administered by the Bursau has besn grestly trosdesed im m-ﬁ; |
mn Prom 1916 to 1933 all Pederal Ald wes comcentrated o W
~aid system. This policy was a desiradle one so long as
miderm« portions of the system remained uniwproved. In 3.93}
m the first large emergency appropriation was made, the m
was in large part improved %o some degree of adequacy snd Shere
m urgent nesd of supplying widesprsad eaployment. There m u&m
need for munioipal highway improvemsnke, Mﬁm the mm :
of main routes through oities, and for the oomstruction of secom

*r faru-to-market roads. These classes of work were thtrd'm
tncluded in the Federsl pragram. | |
Improvement of extensionmsof the Federal-ald system into M
$hrough cities is now a permansnt Pederal-ald polioy aa& m »
authorisations of ?MW& have been made for m m .
or elimination of danger at grade erossings. . ’
For the fiseal yeor begianing next July 1 there hes |
suthorised §125,000,000 for regular Felersl-sid ceastrusties,
$50,000,000 for grade orossing work snd m.m‘m for o - ,
yoads. These funls ware spykrtioned to the States in Deceber. e
Simflar smounts vill be spportionsd maxt Decssber for the follow-
mg fiscal year. e 3
The funds for sliminatlon of dsnger ot grade m . “ %
hove to be matched by the States. The other fumis mm“
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In the expenditure of the new FPederal~-ald fumis for ; . S
~ roade the Federal govermment will deal only through the State
~ departments. It is planned to apply the fands only on & ﬂlﬂlﬁh :
syeten of secondary roads.
In addition to work on bighways with fumds apportioned to all
States the Bureau of Public Roads, in cooperation with other xmm
agencies, has supervised construction in and adjecent to Federsl m, 'i
B suchk as national parks, national forests and national monuments. e
Work in national parks and monuments has bun ia cooperation ﬂ‘%
the Hational Park Servioce of the Depariment of tnurior. In Shemandosh \
Bational Park, in Virginla, a rosd 65 miles in length has bem oconstructed’.

£y
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near the crest of the Blue Ridge from the vicinity of Froat Hoyal to

Swift Bun Gap. An additional portion, part of vhich is now under oom
tiom, will extesd to Jarmens Gap. This road, knows as the Skylims Drivs,
will oxtend from end to end of the park and is already attracting vmg .
from all States east of the Mississippi Biver. | et

In Great Smoky Mountains National Park, the road arossing the park
from Tennessee to North Carolinma is of imnortance for mm«m i

cation and to give mocess to a wonderful recrsatiomal ares. The mhrlr .
half was improved by the State of Horth Carolina, and ne mmﬁm hl
been undertaken by the Government itself except for a portioa four m« -
long near the esastern doundary. The road up the west side of the rm,

in Tennesses, was not developed oomparably by the State, and has dess
under construction by the Covernmemt. The greater part of the work

{11.5 miles) has been completed.
Prom the summit of this road, at Nevfound Gap, a road 7.5 miles

long has been coastructed out to the vicinity of Clingman's Dows.
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7
g The construction of other roads in the Oreat Smoky Meuntain

% REational Park 1s contemplated. They have been surveysd in M.
Bt construction has not yet besn undertaken.

: Construction has besn started on the Blue Ridge Parkway con-
- mecting Shenandosh Hational Park ani Oreat Smoky Nountains Nablomal [
Park. This road, about 450 miles im lemgth, will connect with the

viﬂm systems in the two pariks and make one centinuous reoreational
readway. The work on the Blue Ridge Parkwey is well under way with
" about 125 miles undsr construsction. This road follows Nigh v !ilt
- $he Blue Ridge, dropping down occasionally at major stresm mmm
It will be primarily a recreationsl rosd. Beosuse 4f its length sad
location, it will be aonvenient to the large population In She
_plains area to the south ani sast and vill alse be & coavenfemt rowte
tim large portions of the niddle west snd west toward Mlmmm )
~ $he northeast. ’ g

Surveys are actively in progress for addisiensl portlons m!' .

this road, as well as for & proposed extensiem of it to Sevisrville
in Tennessee froa the westerly side of the park.

In addition to the work in the aress memtiened sbove, roads
hnw beon mﬁmtol or are under constrmotion in a mumber of m |
aveas under the jurisdiction of the National Park Service i the
south. |
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: The Mount Vernon Nemorial Righway was comstructed by m :
| Bureau of Public Roads under an Act of Congress, and was sbsequestly

transferred to the National Park Ssrvice for aimiststration. This
 extended from Mount Vernon to the Arlington Newerial Brilge. Brtem-
 ston of this road north from Arlington has beea started, with Grest
 Palls as the objective. These extensions with a possidle future Petura
down the Potomee on the Maryland sids to a polsmt opposite Nouns Vm g
would constitute a George Yashington Mamorisl Parkway.

Near Fredericksburg, Virginia, roads have been comstructed u
 gsoh of the four major areas constituting Frelericksburg amd
Spotsylvania County Battlefields Memorial Natlomsl Kilitary ruk.

in ordsr that proper facilities may De availadle for visits to m |

Givil ¥ar battlafields at Predericksiurg, Spotsylvanis, Chancellersville

m the Wilderness. | .
At Pstersimrg, road comstruction is in part WM %:u |
Petorsurg Notiomal Military Park. Practioally all the rosds is
George Washington Birthplace National onumest, on the Potowss, dave
bean reconstructed. ST
A Parkway has beem comstructed betwesn Terktows mmz anedurg, .

Virginla, in Colonlal Natiomsl Momument, ani fis extenafon ‘o m ‘, .

Island is being studied.
| At Kttty Havk, North Carclima, mmmmm ta
K11 Devil Hill Natlonsl Momument, comsemorated ss the sifis of the
first fitgnts of the ¥right Erothers.



- 10 -

Near Savannah, Georgla, work is to start shortly on a
tridge which will make Fort Pulaski asceasidle by Migihway. Aorose
the State, at Chicksmanga, three important roads have besn completed
 in Chickameuga-Chattanoogs Nationsl Kilitary Park. |
| South of St. Augustine, Florids, & road in Fort Metamses
7% lﬁtiunal donument will glve access to ths ocesn and aleo'th the
- Park Service ferry crossing the Hatansas River or Inlet to the
fort of Spanish times.

In Kentacky, rosd surveys will start shartly is the aew
Mammoth Cave Natiomal Park, while in Tennesses rosds have been com-
pleted in Meriwether Lewis Netional Mowument, Fort Donelson National
¥{litary Park and in Shiloh Natfonal Military Park. |

Am&hmbmmmzmtammmmwmn
Aricansas, rmhiug from the town to the top of Yest m&h “_;
surveys are in progress for roats on North Mountals and Net 3

Mountalin. |

In Vickeburg National Military Park, twe road projects have
been completed and a third wiil start shortly on Comfederate Avenue,
the most importaat of the Park svemmes. |

Rear New Orleans, a highway has besn completed in Chalmette
Momument and Grounds National Battlefield Site. This srea is
relatively sssll, and the wirk incluled mot only the Teed werk 1self,
but the f11ling in and landscaping of the whole ares.
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Surveys are now in progress on the Batches Trace. A recres-

ark Service, from Nashville, Tennemsee, through a corner of Alabams
o Natchez, Mississippi. The Natocher Trace, said to have bem an
Indisn Preil originally, becams fimous as the route used in returaisg
orth by those who had taken cargees domn the Ohioc and Nississippi teo
ow Orleans. It vas used in the advance to New Orleams in the War of

Humerous roads and bridges have been built in the matiomal |

forests in the southern States in cooperation with the Forest Servios -
101’ the Departmeat of Agriculture. This work will be contiamed. M e
}i“roads are constructed according to the traffic meeds and under the

‘the Bureau. Ia spportioning forest road funds area of foreat M
48 the mst mﬂmt factor. Incrsased funds will be thm -‘
forest roada in Louisiana, Mississippl and Texas ss & result of mm~ L

increases in foreat arsas in these States.

fonal parkway is contemplated under the Jurisdietion of the ,“t“j“ 3

samve standards thmnmmm&m-orkmMammf =




