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future of Our Highways-
low Will Additional Mileage b® Built sat 014 

% fnoe. H. MaeDonaia, Chi»f, tf. S. Bar#*u of itt&lie 

The Bureau of labile Hoads, within the paa* p f , as* Wfipit l l i 

to jo in with i t in « 

lituatlon. Forty State* have thus far aecaptea the ftuvn'f IsttteftisB* « H It -

hoped that other* will a c t u a l l y t«Um, i i t i l atMT *«**«**»*»# WW**** 

ted by looel oiret*»st«aees, the survey ia eaeh ft**** follows a • >««""» **** ^ : 

to dtTalop a l l faeta needed as a basis fay a — . ^ 

that will narit tha faith and ©oatlnttsd. support of the gejalit* 

In tha pro-depression period, l$25-*929» tha Stato highway desarlwintif, 

th and without Federal assistance, built cnxxualiy en «T**»$e «ff J?,*** e * » l » ^ 

highways. In the succeedl*s five-yea* period, Ifp&fSk-

tha lowest death* of tha 3epre*slew, tha 

juaipedi to 37,580 Bile*. Is tha fts** parte* tha 

inerwased ay tlS.OOO. m average of mora than 43.00© nil** a 

fo a depraasioaHseary country there was eaam 

aetirity that theae figtuwe represent,, h%*» fres* t5» 

aoand dereleiejsat o f t i e highway systesi, there war* s m t * l disturbing f**t*«« ? 

1 4 *« i« that* factor* **f whloa 1 shell writ* tatefljr i s flslB 

If wa «xsjeiae wore eleeely tha 37.580Heila aaawal 

* • state highway departments * « fiaa that in tha lota? 

through tha Boraaw of Publie Roads, aeaomte* for mm* tteata g£f@0© 

sllas. m& t f wa ask who paid for the large ail«««» e? Mfftaj 

we find that i t was ia large part sot tha l o c a l t^vaa****** t in t 



*%KUais authority over thorn, hat tho Federal gow«raa*at «gai&, aotiag «nh«sgh 

| l . uUie lorta* Adaiaistration, tho Work* Frog**** Ad»ialet*ati©a and mm 

jteeies established to provide employment. 

And f ina l ly , i f m look farther into the financial aide o f tho piotare, a* 

*{fct. that there has t»o*m a sharp rise ia tha expenditures of tha State highway 

e%trtnent* for maintenance - a rise that undoubtedly reflects tho iaereaa** wala-

%>ne® l i ab i l i t y .growing oat of the reeent ooaatraetloa of greater *tilee$e* • * -

^ • c o s t road typos, as wall as the aozwal laoreaa* due to simple growth of 

$|r©ved s i l eogo , 

k Briefly, the condition to whieh these ittdioatlo&s point is thi»» Both . 

.it.. s»d loca l rovomss available for highway purposes have hoea sharply »egws*4l 

gttho -as t iao improved adle&s* he* grows at aa unprecedented rate, largely t» 

«> less durable types, with consequently ineroaaed ssalntenana* liability! and 

fjfc ouW otherwise hsvo bom ah iapoesible situation has been eared hy laogely 

Jtoe^ed aoatritwtiowi by the tadaral govoraatat. 

} Wm*w®A®3&9 there la proalse that tho Federal g o v o r m g * *111 aot sharply 

Ctoo soon reduce its assistance; bat i t eeaaot ho- expected to eeatlaa* it* 

Jfc.cltttr** m acytiuag Uh» the seal* of tho years ja*t pvtt, £ad *a*m tfcay 

J roduo*a, .what thorn?' 

* -The causa of th* reduction of looal oj^Mttorss is wataly * aksjoy 

Ilinc in the yi«M *f roal property t«x»ej i i th* efts* of th* Stat** i t IS am 

m tm Federal govomtn t reuses i t s *1* # will, those los t r*Teao** r#**rtt¥ 

The sarialBig* im yi*2A o f property Urn* c*t th* p«w»*w** tm ^mmm 

4 « f froo eueh tax** constitute th* principal la***tiw* teaari \*mmfm at 



. 3 -

| tt» affect In a vary *aea has baan to pUw reepoaaibility for al l algfe-

iaproT«ent or a ssucii le*«ar part of it where i t will here tebtaH with 

>tor vahicle iaatead of property tax revenue. Z& m « • * • , I believe, fee* tin 

yet resulted 1st an actual increase la ratat «f motor reklttla tm& gaa•. •; • 

1 but this has oae® due only to the availability of l a « t « « 4 fM«M& c©»-

laributioaa. Whan these ara reduced the proapect ia eleext Me/tar taste amet ft 

unlsssi other means of support ara found, 

l: axile ia i m States the road build lag reapoaalMUties shifted i s tJ*» ; 

| l rea tioa of the saotor vehicle taxpayer have bee* tfena ler«»iy 

|ail@ ia ot&am tha teadeaay 1b the eaae diraotioa i« 

fiysi»lt©a®©Ms diversion of road-user tas»* In large aaount to other 

|irjjos®s6 Tha actual direreloa would have m to vary aatek 

^cjaactloaftbly, had it sot hae® for tha paaaltiaa three teaed ay taa 

l^hwey law® | and tha teadaitey natalae. Urn* we aaa 

the plaeiag of sere reapenaiaility *po» the State 

Hefe depend alstoat exclusively upon voter vehicle 

aes i r s to divert tbeee supporting rafmami to other 

if in a situation each as X have k**» *3»t«hed 

ja* &a«d aad deswd for highway* ttaw vrali ee lea* < 

is not tha taaa. Tha dafau&t of the local 

l^urjadiotioa armr locel roada froa loeal to atata Mtthoritias. I* la w U la 

j|ftt»t a Rumbar of Stataa faava alraady plaead al l or • l**g* part «f t&a looal 

^»ystms «ad#r »tat« control. It is set eo «aJl taom taat in no mm ha* taa 

j^&raaafsr of thaaa large rasooaaibllittaa fcaaa aocoaoaaiad ay tNMfav of tha 

|ruads formerly atrailabla to taa loeal authorities for taair 



^ oaaaad fo r graatar and mm mpM extension «f laeal tea* iaprovaaaat. ixtA 

1%lv«r8ioa ®f %M only xwmm* available for taa prwarratiGn aaA fwtliw 

%sra»«a* ©f taa mala highways oeeura aiaultaaaoualy with « 4«ma4 and «* 

* VftieMkt aaad for aalargad axpanfiitara to modsmlM tbass road*. 

m What result* Is a rataar grara situation wfalca aaa aaaa p*mtm%»& mm 

*^rm t>«c«aia« mil? aerlcma oaly, aa I awa prerloaalj aaid, %y tfa* larga 

%*1®1 coatribatioaa of taa fadaral goYwrowmt. It i t a aituatiaa that aalla 

*% belaaelag of daelras and aaada against taa naaa* that aajr aa frntfti far 

fulfillaaatj m& it la vita this objaat la rlaw that taa M&mw plawlag 

'fr* ara beiag conducted. 

| 


