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Future of Our Eighways
How Will Additicnal Mileamge bs Built and C14 Construation ]

3? Thos. H. ﬁ&ﬁﬂtm&l&, %iaf. Ue Se Buyesau of m&m

The Buresu of Public Rosds, within the yast year, has wrged all m

way departmests %o join with it in e comprehensive study ef the MM :
tustion. Forty States have thus far scoepted the Buresn's imvitatiom, sud 18
hoped that others will eventually follow, With minor mm,

ted by local oireumetsnces, the survey in each Btate follon
jesigned to develop all faots neaded as a basis for a rurl read _
that will meris the feith and continusd suppart of the pub
: In the pre-depression periocd, 192%-1929, the Stake M :
highways. In the suctesding five-year peried, i?mm
1 through the lowsst depths of the depression, the averegs &
oa jumped to 37,500 miles. In the sume period the milssge of
ds incressed by 218,000, an eversge of mors thea Qﬂtmm

pith and withous Federal sssisteance, built annually an 4

To & depression-weary country there was cause for oongmwinle
wightensd activity that these figures represent. But, frow %he )
Bound development of the highway system, there were severel
8 1t 1s these fectors of which I shall write briefly in this 4 Viols,
It we examine more olossly the 37,%580-mile mﬁ antruos)

» State highwey dapariments we find thet in the later yours )
{nistersd through the Buresu of Fublic Roads, mu& for ae
tBese miles. Amd AT we msk Who peid for the large aile

aie, we find thet 1% was in large part not the loé Gt
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Hijgecizte authority over them, but the Federal govermment againm, seting

W 1ublic Yorks Administration, the Works Progress Administration and other

; sies establisked to provide smployment,

And Tinally, if we look further into the financial side of the nima ”

that there hes been & sharp rise in the expenditures of the State highway ‘
perinents for maintensnes ~ a rise that undoubtedly reflscts She 4 ‘

nce lisbility growing out of the recent construstion of greater ﬂw &“
Jcost rosd types, as well as the normal ineresse dus to simpls grewth o

oved mileage. , : o
Griefly, the condition to which %these indiecations peoint is siiwmy m |
s ¢nd local revenuss evseilabls for highwey purposes have besn W redided

o vaze time lmproved mileage has Srovm et an uapresedented rate, lavgsly 18
B loss dursble types, with consequamtly inereassd maintenance 11sdility
t «ould otherwise have besn an impossible situstion has been saved By L

r?%

wasd contributions by the Pederal govermmént. :
Tortunately, there 1s promise thet the Fedsrel government will et sherply

Ftoo socon reduce ite assistance; but 1t cannot be sxpected to contimms it
«itures en enything like the scale of the ysars just past, And whes they
raduced, whet thea? S

The cause of the reduction of local sxpenditures is metnly & sherp

ine in the yleld of Teal yroperty taxes; in the sase of the States u e
iy s:ricus diversion of read-user revenus o other thua highwey s pone

the Federal govermusat refuses 1ts aid, will these lost 4 ,
. The shriukege ia ?MM of property taxes and the pressure m
‘%‘* fram sueh Saxes censtitute the prinsipal tasentive towrd tvuns




&

?wiﬁdmtim over locsl rosds from local te Stete suthorities. It is welld m
?h&”{t & number of Jtatea have alresdy placed all ar a large part of the loeal M

spyetems under Stete control. It is not so well kuowm Shat in no case has the

ghranafer of these large responsibilities been sccempanied by Swensfer of the
formerly available to the lotml suthorities for their dischavrge. oL
The effect in every caee has been %0 plsce respomsibility t«! sl M ,
y improvement or & much lavger part of it whers it will have $0 be mot with
,ter vehicle instesd of property tax revemue. In no case, I belisve, bas %he 7
phienge yet resulted {n an sotual inereass in retes of motor vehicle ond ges
Rzes; but this bes besn due only to the avatlability of inoressed Tedernl oo~
ributima. %hen thees are rsduced the prospect is clear: Motor taxes sust go .
;&ji unlsss other meens of support are found, k
: hile in soms States the rosd building responsibilities shifted in m |
?metim of the motor vehicle taxpaysr have been thus largely insreased, m =
éa,il@ in others the tendeney in the same directicn is strong, there has been g .
Mtanmus diversion of road-user tazes in large msount to other than M‘ S
hmaess. The setual diversion would have rus to very smuch lerger sums,
gqusstianably, had 1% not been for the pemalties threatensd by the mm
E&h‘w&y laws; and the tendenmey remeins. Thus we ses on the ane dhand # m
Mré: the plasing of mors responsibility upon the State highway “wm
iieh dopend almost sxclusively upon motor vehicle revanues and, on the otm,
éﬁaim to divert these supporting revenues to other purposes. r i
I1f in & situation such as I have heve skwtched there weve s reduction mﬁ'_ ;,. |
m nesd and demsnd for highways mmmmummmm m -
l&h iz not the case. The defsult of the M M W M ’ . :




stioned need for enlarged sxpenditure to moderniss thess reoads.

- ¥hat results iz & rather grave situation which has bess prevented thae :‘
% becoming really serious only, ss I have previously said, by the W
!1&1 contributions of the Federal govermmemt. It i# & situation that lﬂ%ﬁ o
‘belaneing of desires and needs against the means thet mey be found for :
fulfillment; and it is with this objeet in view that the higdway mm

8 are being comducted. |




