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videnoin: sontinued lrterest ef the Federal goverment in the

1osser as wall &8 the main roads of the sowntry, the last Congress
puthorised aprropristion of $85,000,000 for sach of the flsenl years
o mmd 1999 for the scastrastion of seccndary or lesder roads.
roe 1915, the year of the first Federsl=aid road appropriation,

to 198%, Federml money was awvailable omly for the constwraotion of the

wore luportast interstate and intersounty reads. Federal dellars,

wing that peried, pald s sonsiderable part of the esst of the luper-

want ndotwave thed pow interlase the natiom.
This long sstablished solisy was altered in 1935 by the Hatiomal
sdustrial Seoovery Aot, which parmitted sot wors than 2% pereent of
w romd sonetruotion funds 1% preovided teo be speut for seowmdary reads.

s lmsdiete purposs was W0 inovesss swployment, Hurel am well s

srvan somnities wore hard hit by the depression, Fesder roeuds peuss

trate inte every rural commamitye 3y permitting the Faleral mwmey to

ve spmat for thelr improvement, 1% was made possibdle in 1933 and 19%,
to glve weedsd smployssnt in nesrly every oosumty in the Ualted States.
The results of the firet sypropristion were vo satisfhotory

vhet meothor was xede by the leyden-Certaright Aot fn 1954L; end this

tive the feeder roads’ share of the whole apprepriatim was required

%o Yo not less lnebesd of not more tham 29 pereent. Of the twe




appropriations the sums allotted for sesondary roeds Sotaled $149 %&,ﬁ

most of which has now been spest for the plansed leprovesemt «a}mff ik

miles of the more useful feeder roads, with direst bemefit te M
every commmity in the gountey,
These first Fodersl appropriations for seccnlary rosds were

gutright zrantss Those recently authorissd for the fisssl yesurs m

and 1939 are not, These latter funds, the first of whieh will be

apportioned by the Suorstary of Agricwlture on or before Jewwary 1,

1637, are reguirsd to be satohed by the Stutess D busie of

is that established by the Federal Higlway Act, which means M % .
50 ~ 50 sharing of the coste Aeseptanos of the Foderal mouey lum, »
therefors, a total expenditure for work plewsed under eash W

tion of reundly §50,000,000 « & total of $100,000,000 for the farther =

improvement of the country's secondwsteing rosds.

ne effect of the Federal apprepriation is te place m dtvesti

af’ the sevondery road construstion Lt paye for wndwr the supervis w of
the “tate highwey departswnts. Under sush direvtion, with the m
tlom of the Federal Heed Pareau, it msy be expssted thet the ingrew _
of the rosds will be more Mnmmmmmﬁf
in much of the work done under leeal authorities.

The required sateling of the Federal coemtritution should alss
be bensficial as 2 means of Mlting the tsodensy of Gtates snd losal
govermnents to divert road funds to viher purpeses, The matehing money
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will have to come lu most States elther frem looal preperty taxes or
from Slate sobor venicls and gassline taxes alletited for rosd parposes
to the looml overamectes The neosssity of self help will thme be
reasserted, sol loeal joveroments will be put on sotiee to prepare te
resuxe burdenas of which thiy have beem relieved by the larpge cuteight
sowr cenay srants ef the Yaderal govermment during the last throee years.

There ls undsnisble nwed ae well sz strong pepuler demnd for
the loprovesent of gome sdditional mileage of looal rosds snd for the
further betterment of some part o the milesge already improved.
There is, however, a disquisting bendensy to sxpect these Lmgrovenents
to be smde without looresse of higlesmy expenditurs. [n some lostences
the desand for more lapreved locwl reeds iz vraised by the sase psople
who seek by wrious meane (o reduce the total of swailables rosd
POV,

iranefer of respongibility for Ioosl ronds frem county te Ztate
exthorities without sorvespendizg trausfer of reverues 1 ons of L
weys Lo whick reduction of romd tazes has been sttespted. Mvwrelion
af moter vohicle and resclline tazes L0 obhar than the read purposes
for which they wers pledred when levied is apothery and propossis ¢
deoreass gasolive and motor wohiale taxes see still sncthers It ia e
rathor remarkable fact that masy »ho suppert sueh proposals e alse
to be found smeng the mest insistent of those who dessnd inprevesmt
of additionsl losml rosd wilesge,



mmcrsnmmnmmmmummum-
ent demnds is a threat tc the esesntial mmintensnce and needed further
lsprovensnt of the waln higimays. There san be ne question of the
nevd of more improved gesondary roads, but they ssnmet Le odtained
without paying for them, snd they muet not be beught with seney needed
for the protection of the imvestment already made in the primary highe
V8.

What additiona)l sescndary resd mileage should he Lagroved?
¥hat will bde the cost of these improvements? How will the soxt de
met? These are importent questioms to whioh it is difTiocult to adtain
satisfactory imcediate snswers. There are almost twe million miles of
local roade still wnimproved, In what part and in what erder should
this mileage bs inmproved? The gost of the improvessnt will mot be a
single cutlay, omce mede and never repsated, but, o the sontywry, & ’
regularly resurring smsual expense, the smomst of witsh will fncrense .
diveotly with the wileage lugroved. How mueh of eush expwswe will She
taxpayers be willing sod atle to support? |

Properly to ssswer these imperbant questions 1t i3 neeessiry o
know & good deal that is not now kmown with smy oertainty about the
real and relative impertanes of all parts of the larpe wniwproved
looal road mileazes The wltizabe snswerse, whatever they my be, must
also take full avesuat of the simaltenseus nowds and oost of the primary
highways. | :
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It ia with the purpose of suassing the Iarge weriety of
facts needel for suoh answers to the preblems of both the seemndary
and the primery highway eystams that the Duresu of Puddie Rosds aad
the highway departmozts of farty States are at pressnt Somdesting
u‘m Statewwide highwmey plammicg sarveys, the sost inbemsive
stuldies of Mglway needs yet undertaiben,



