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ALl rural roeds not included in the State and Fedsrsl-sid
wystens remalned throughout 4hs period mentioned under the care of
Zocal anthorities. In aggregate sbout 2,700,000 miles - roughly
G0 percant of the total rural mileage ~ thews roads are genewally
Jess heavily traveled thaen those included in the Pederal~-ald and
Btate systems, but ars known to include some sedtions om which
£raffic 4o denser than 1t is on many parts of the two selected
systeng., In large part the roads resaining under local contyol are
Pelisved to gerve mainly locsl purposes, bub, again, there ars exosptionsl
mectiong that undoubtedly serve 1o a coneldersble degree as through
roukes, At the beginning of the 15-year period the roads sdministered

By local suthorities were financed almost entirely with revemues
rewulting from local property taxation; but this condition was changdd
Fyom year to yeer until, by the end of the peried, nearly 25 peroent
of ths cost had come to bs supplied by metor vehlclé and gesoline tawes.
In 1930 a movement for reduction of the local highway tex Buwden
4n Borth Carolins vesulted in the trenefer of all anthority over leasl
Tursl roads from the counties to the State Highway Commission and the
sholition of all extsting highway taxes on real property. Esilar
ghanges have since cccurred in Virginia end Weat Virginis snd less

wwoeeping changes in other Stabes.
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Strongz influences are working im ell States toward the seme
ebjectives; and 4% is to be anticipated that the movement will
aventually result in 2 generanl taking over of responsidbility for
all rural roads by the State governments. In view of the recognised
puperior efficiency of the State agencies the change is o desimkle
one and should be encouraged.

As it is generally promoted, the movemant imvolves also the
oveplete or partial sbandomment of the property tax as a wource of
veovemus and dependeace upon motor wehicle mud gasoline taxes wiwlly
or in 8 very large part to meet all costs of the rural highways

Thies vaises guestions of the sufficiency of such revermes at the
existing rates or of the changes in rates of Saxation needed %o
sapply the necessary funds.

For the guidance of State legislatures certain $o be sone
fronted with these problems, and as = basiz for the work of Stale
planning bodiss and highway departoents it is highly desirable
thst accurate infowmation - nov unobtainsble from any sourse « ke
accummlated. 7The informmtion to be obtained should relsate Vo the
entire rural road system apnd should be sufficient t0 develop fully
the presant state of all roads, thelr dagree of adequacy and relative
service, amd the probable future cost of wupporting the necessary
maintenance of ths sutire system and the desivwedble improvement of

poertions of it at a satisfactory wste.
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Parhaps the wost doubeful questions ure those that yelade 4o
the lurge mileage of ascondary and looal wads. The Leforemtion
sonoernin: thes la eepeelally insdequaie, and notoriously inescurate.
hven the nlleage involvad ls sot knosn with any ressonadls acoursor)
and of the atule of Lworovesent and the adequagy of sunch fuproveneat
Ehnars bs L0 la deomdeble waowladee. Tha local contro)l undar whioh
tness rosds Bove wlays saleted hea, w1th few sxvaptions, developsd
Ao rationed cloasifisstion af the large millesge involved, and
decialons won qusstions of asplicl outloyr snd andntennnce espenditeore
wsvs bean nade wpon basdeguite and often dalinitely ervonecus Lfufomstion,
IV §3 e metlar of casatn obsarvetion that buprovesents have often hemm
nade where bLhierw wad ae recogalzsile nesd sad bave been ondited shere
Mow Justificalion wuuld sl ecr to have buan grenter. Ify, ne sppesrvs
probable, the State govsrmsents sre to sasuee responsibility for the
sare of the locsl vomds, the State speacisg vill uead Pull Laforssiten
sonosrniig the relotive useiulness of &1l parts of the large nileage,
in erder that the srrovs sad wesimesses o loosl sdnladstration sy
be avolded snd correghed,

To wmupply muah neaded Lnformation the Buress of Public Mosds
huw segeeeted thal ccaprehensive rosd plunndng and finencisl sarvers
be wade wndfomely sad o quickly o possible in sll States. It has
efferad L%e cooperailon in geparl tems and e obout Lo propose &
fefiniie mesoirs ol Fadersl aonbribution te the suggented wtndies,

which 1% 4a boved will lsed to the surly begluning of work im all Btstes.
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The projposal of suceh oooperation ly the Fedeval Govwrwment e
s recognition of tha faot thot 1% intevest in the matber ie 2w e
dirent and preetiocsd se tind of the Stutes. Xeational perticipetion
in roud gonstrustion hus rlrsady bean sxlended beyond the ssis higw
wiy sy Y0 vhioh 14 was fopmerly lisdtedy and under the necessity of
unaployuent relisf, if for no other rewsons, the Oovermswt will
probably contimas %o spend woney on loosl roads. ¥Whether 2w puyposs
be energenay relied ouly, or, se it wmy very properly be, the geneyel
eonondc and socisl devalopsamt of wural Aserios, thewe i egal
desirabllity Wbl the expenditure be made upon ronds 4fF the greatent
uasfulness in the promotion of sn ondersd plan of varud devslopoent,
The irformmtion necegeayy %0 such o seleotion will b provided Yy
ths sarveye prooosed wnd Gan be sxtiafastordly odtuined tn 8o other
wry. That the metter s alsdlorly viewed By Stabe gowernaent$e i
indiosted by the rscant leglelative and adsinietrative seticns
prepazatory t0 the conduot of olailsy survays sod by the fsmsistant
raqguests for Pedere)l sasiot.nce and guidunce in susth prejecis recotved
by ibe Bures of Public loads.

¥hils the pyobless of adainistyation and finance are soeb
soute in respect to secondury roads Shers sye problems of design
snd lovetion on e madn roads that eguelly wemire organised
study. In genwsel thess xre sesovisted vith the changes in wais
blgbeny desluh naeessiiited by incvensss In the apeed ond Genilly
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of the traffio movesant on thess rouds. Froapd solution of theas

problase snd correspondimg: sation wre sassnitisl to seinteds and
anhinte Qha efTiclanay of Wil traneportation snd sdove all
to lowsr the clumdng wbe of tyafrie socfdabs snd fatadities.



