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Progress in Public Works Highway Conetrnetlon 

By fnoe. H. MacDonald, Chief, V. S, 
Bureau of Public Eoads 

Burins past **» years highway work with Federal faads has 

progressed at a acre rapid rate thaa ever before. In the public works 

highway program 27.95* alias of road have beea completed. 6,386 a a a a 

are under construction and 559 miles have been approved far construction, 

this work has been done with $**QQ,GOO,OQG provided by the national Beeovw 

Act of June, 1933 and $aX>,QOO,000 provided by the Haydea-Cartwright net 

of June, 193**• Bui funds were direct grants and did not have to be 

matched by the States. 

Classified according to types of construction the program aaa 

included ft(M miles of graded and drained road, 16,233 amies of sand-

clay, gravel and macadam, 3,695 mUes of low-cost bituminous mix, 1,051 

miles of bituminous macadam, 1,631 miles of bituminous concrete. ¥,902 

miles of pes*l*a* cam*** concrete, and 3*3 miles of etruetars* and 

aiscellaaeous types. Inelmdad in ths structures ara 5,669 bridges, 6»$1 

miiraad-M^msy grades •separations and 6a separation* of Mghway grade*. 

Prior to the public woraw program. Federal funds were concentrated 

on the federal-aid system in order to provide a system of throu^a hl#wayt 

M s policy was followed because it gave the greatest service to the 

greatest number, fas improvement of the State and Federal-aid system* 
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Brought vita it a grout dewalopnent la highway traa»perU4ioa. Serious 

traffio problea* arooo ia eeaaeetioa with tha flow ef traffio into aai 

through cities aad the weed for lwproTeweat of secondary roafts boons* 

OTideat. 

uaployeent seeds coiacided oloeeljr with higbw need* aad 

approxiaatelr "JO percent of public work* fund* have beau espended oa 

the federal-aid syete*, approiiBately 2*J percent oa auaieipal •xteasioae 

of the systea, aad appro jiantely 2 5 perooat oa feeder roads* 

Is the work oa the Federal-aid srstoa there was a considerable 

mileage of surfacing ef .previously uasnrfaoed roads but a large portloa 

of the work consisted of wldaaiag narrow surfaces aad eliaiaatlon of 

dangerous grades and eurroo. There is still nueh work to be done In 

iaproving the system to standards required by the present rolaw* ant 

speed ef traffic. 

the priaery objootiwo ia the pualie werks jarogran has been to giro 

enploynent. Boring th* last fiaoal year tho espioyuent o* prejwote 

inwolwing federal funde was 2 tl$l.t£* aan-ooaths. In* ntatng* fa l l , 

tins emnieynent wa* 1*2,60*, nan. throughout the yanr. fa* aaaier of 

asm actually eaployed was senewhat greater than this because of labor 

turnover and it is eetlasted that apwroxlaately 3HH,000 mm vara given 

direst Job onploynent in th* average sontlt. *o this should b* aMnft 

th* indirect enploynent supplied in the production and transportation 
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ef *»teriale aad eeatp»eat. It i s n i l « M taat *uoh ioaireo* aeeley 

»*at reettlred fcy tits tort deae its* * r t f l | i i aajMraatastsly 1.* tlae* taa 

direst es*loyeaat. On tale tailt tee iaaireet oamlsya**» ia t a * flseel 

y«ar 1935 i » estimated at 3.067,700 aw^aaatas, *Mea, aadad ta taa 

dir**t ssployswat, raeult* to a tfttai ef eppraxiaataly 5 ,199*000 a**» 

aoatas. 

faad* for aigeaay* provided a f ta* fatiaaai ladaetrlal leeavejy 

Aot aad %km »api*aa«at»l fana* provided ia i*)a ara feeing rapidly aa* 

assisted eita ta* oeanlsMoa of vmjeasa. federal assistance ia read 

eoa*traetto* 1* to » • ooatianod vita $200,000,000 for Mgitway* aai 

$200,000,000 for •UaLastioB af aaaard* at gtad* cressisae pmU*i 

mnd#r ta« ia*r#*«^r Seller appropriatiea Act of 1 9 3 5 . fa* feaee aaa* 

t«*» apportloaed to las State* *ad ml** and ragalaUoae iaaaed. the** 

reoslatloaa contain orovisieas leans-tag taat ta* sNsaey a i l l a* mead for 

tttefai p«g»cta aaa r#li«ee wmmplmmm* to t ie giMMt*** extent po**4%ie-. 

Tim variems Stale nifawa/ depart«eate are sow engaged la plaaaiag pro-

gtmm ef vork to o« eea*. 

Taa poller of Federal aid to taa State* See teas reexaeed vita tae 

fiscal rear tea* ea«xui oa July 1 aad $1 ,̂000,000 aa* seen appartlaaad. 

Tae a* faad* •*•» fee aateaed ar tae State* aai are sMIat l* for ae* aa) 

*n# Federal-aid ay* tea. 


