——a

{r. Gepen for transnission to Miss ¥argery lice, 1224 Watl. Press Bldg.,
for the llew Yori Herald Tribune. Sept.

Progress in Public ¥Works Highway Comstruction

By Thos. K. MacDonald, Chief, U, S,
Burean of Public Roads

During the past two years highway work with Yederal funds has
progressed at a more rapid rate than ever bdefore. In the pudlic works
- highway program 27,95X miles of road have been completed, 6,386 miles
are under construction and 559 miles have been spproved for construction.
This work has Deen done with $H400,000,000 provided by the National Hecove
Act of June, 1933 and $200,000,000 provided by the Hayden-Cartwright Act
of Juns, 1934. The funds were direct grants and did not have to be
matched by the States.

Classified according to types of construction the program has
inciluded 7,048 miles of graded and drained road, 16,233 miles of sand-
clay, gravel and macadam, 3,695 miles of low-cost bituminous mix, 1,0%1
miles of bituminous macsadam, 1,631 miles of bitumimous conorete, 4,902

miles of

Lind cement concrete, and 3 miles of structures and
riscellaneous types. Included inm the structures are 5,609 bridges, 651
railrosd-highwey Zrade. separations and 6! aeparations of highway grades,
Prior to the publie works program, Federsl fusds were comcentrated
on the Pederal-aid system in order to provide a system of through hisghwayn
This policy was followed Lecsmse it guve the zreatest service to the
greatest mamber. The improvement of the State and Federal-aid aystems



‘210

brought with it a great development in highway transpertation. Serious
traffic problems aroee in conmsotion with the flow of traffic into and
through cities and the need for improvement of secondary reads becams
svident.

Ruployment needs coincided closely with highway needs and
sprroxisately SO psroemt of pudlic works funde have Deen expanded on
the Federsl-aid systam, approximately 29 peroent on mmmicipal extensions
of the systea, and approximately 2% parceant on fesder roads.

In the work on the Yederal-aid system there was a comsiderable
mileage of sarfaoing of jprevionsly unsurfaced roads but a large portion
of the work consisted of widening narrow surfaces and elimimation eof
dangercus grades snd curves. There is etill mush work to be done in
improving the system to standards required by the present volwes amd
wpeed of traffie.

The prisary objective in the pudlic works program has beegito give
saployment. Duriag ths last fiscal year the msploynent om projects
imvolving Federal fusde was 2,191,268 man-months. %he aversge full-
tise employment was 152 60% mes throughout the ysar. The m of
nez actually employed was somewhat grester tham thie Docawse of 1aber
surnover and 1t is estimated that approximately 284,000 men were given
Aireet job employment im the aversge womth. To thie should be sided
ths indirect employment supplied in the produstion and transportation



of materials and equipment. It is estiosbed Sbat suoh indireet employ-
meat requirsd by the work doue hae averaged spproximstely 1.4 Simes the
direct employment. Op Shis Dasle She Lodirect emvloyment Lo the fiscal
Fear 193% ig estiamted at 3,067,700 mas-mouthe, which, added S0 the
direct employment, results ic & total of sppreximstely 5,259,000 wan-
months.

Yands for bigheays provided Wy the Natiosal ladustiyial Becovery
Aot and the wipplsmental funde provided iz 193 are Deing repidly ex-
bsnsted with the completion of projects. Federel assistance in yoad
construction is %o be comtimned with $200,000,000 for Alghways and
#200,000,000 for eliainsation of hasards at grade crossings previded
under the Hmergsocy Hdelief Appropristion Act of 1938. The funde have
been apporticsed to the States and rules and reguiations fssued. Thess
regulations conialnp provisions ineurisg Sust the momey will be used for
ussful projects and relleve unsmployaeat to the Createst extent possible.
T™he various Siste bighway depsrtesnts are 00w engaged iz plusuing pro-
éroms of work to be done.

The poliey of Federml ald %0 the Stmtes hinn been remumed with the
Tiecal year tiat begau on July 1 and $12%,000,000 kas bees spportiosed.
Those fundie must be melobaed by the States and are availeble for uee OB

the Federal-ald syetem.



