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Highway Progress 

% thos. K. MacOonald, Chief 
0. S. Bureau, ef Public Seed* 

Basses now travel froa lew fork to Los Angeles ia hoars 

elapsed time over three optioaal routes aad by ssveral other routes 

in a slightly longer tine. In 1910 - little acre than two decades 

ago - a pathfinder for the American automobile association, travellag 

witn a coaalssloa as special agent of the Office of Public Seeds, 

needed days to awuce the saae trip, aad reported at its conclusion 

a tale of Qî h adventure on alaoet inpas sable roads, fhe contrast 

of these two experiences, «operated in tlae h> a hare score of years, 

offers, i t seems to ae, a most enlightening cessseatary on the progress 

that has been mde in the improvement of our highways. 

tor those aore statistically minded there is equally convincing 

erideoce in a comparison of the nileage and types of reads existing ia 

191U with the similar record for I f 5 2 . In l$lk oaly about 1 0 parceat 

of the 2,kU6,000 » i i # « of rural roads ia th* United State* had fe*** 

iaproved, aad of toe 257,300 surfaced miles only lU.hUZ ailes w*r* 

iaprovsd with high-typ* surfaces. By 19>2 the total stlleag* had gffewa 

to 3,0^),0O0 which was 29 percent surfaced and of the « ? 5 . 3 ° ° «rfSMS*d 

miles aor* than 15?,0QO wiles were of high type. Besides mm titan 

trebling the surfaced road aileage of tae country, the work of leas then 
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two decados hat araltiplied the iiigh-typ* aiieag* many tiatt*. Hor ia tha 

entire story told by figures of ailaage,for la additloa ta th* remarkable 

extension of the length of laproveo highway, the even aore striking fact 

i s the great improvements that hare occurred ia the width aad deelga of 

the roads of a l l types. 

Xnportant social changes aaterially affected by highway laprovw-

aieat have takes place In the last smarter century, particularly ia th* 

nileage of mail service over rural roads* th* consolidation of school* 

aada possible by better roads for th* traasportatiea of school children 

rapidly and comfortably, and the treasadoas iacr**s* ia the masher aad 

speed of motor vehicles. As a result of these changes aa iaproveaent 

has con* in rural living conditions aad* possible by better nighway 

transportation faci l i t ies . 

Highway safety has become a matter of major gravity aad tha part 

played by adequate road improvement in providing safe travel conditions 

is important. Adequacy of highways Involves not only the width, thiefcaass 

and character of the surface but i t has to do with tha •llalaatloa *f 

dangerous highway grade intersections with botb railroads aad other 

highways, the provision of footpaths along crowded roads, particularly 

near cities, and the r eaoval of traffic hasarde such as blind curves, 

narrow bridges and paveaaats, aad other *i«ilar features of M#**y* 

that add to the dangers of travel. 2he developsMHtt of th* roadside* 

so as to add to their beauty and coavenience Is also aa taprawwMw tha* 

has been began and which can aid in asking safer highway*. 



In th* field ef highway adaualotratlea the concentration of 

authority in the State Mghway department* to that the main Stat* road* 

could he improved as a connected system of highways aa* the outstanding 

feature of the period. Funds available for aai a roads were augmented 

hy Inderal aid on important sections of the State systems beginning ia 

1516 end continuing la increasing measure, fhe national Industrial 

Becovery Act and other succeeding eat* of <3eagr*»* increased the total 

federal contribution of rural roads and, ia addition, mrmlmM. for 

federal participation in the improvement of main rentes across citie* 

and the secondary or feeder roads. The enlarged femerfOL ceatrlbafcia* to 

road improvement was made to provide work for unemployed men because 

highway building nas come to be considered as an essential pthlle mark 

of particularly outstanding value in providing enjoyment during time* 

of business stress. 

Paet highway progress is evident to the moot casual obearver. 

fhe future program holds even greater needs than the past, especially 

at what might be called the two ends of the highway system, at aaa oily 

end there is urgent need of a farther enhancement of tha swrviennhlUty 

of the great intercity arteries, not only to keep their capacity akreewt 

of the increased demand but actually to reduce the loss ef life* mmUk la 

the appalling result of the congestion and present iaadeonacy of s t e w ® * 

these main routes. At the country end there is aaad of tha iafisaaaaat 

of a selected body of the more important saconaary roaaa. 

fhe recent Federal legislation makes prevUion fer the •rienalen 

of federal aid to the improvement of these more important secondary road* 



and serves to emphasise the need far a study af a l l highway* ta discover 

what road improvements are Justified aad vhea they should be mmm* the 

choice and/ improvement af the main State roads has been ratfeer ttfrrtmt»; 

these have been the principal concern of the past two deeadeti new <m-

have before us the selection of the ao«t important seeoadary raates. 

These secondary routes a*a»t bo selected from the 2,&W,OOG Mile* ef rural 

roads In the United States not included ia the State highway eyvteme. 

As « f irst step there i s need la each State of a traffic survey 

directed to the discovery of the new roads to be built that are Justified 

ON reasonable grounds of economy or social usefulness. If aay ef taw 

State highway departistnts now lack legislative authority, each esttherltr 

should be granted at the coming sees ions of State legislature*. Is *t4 

such aighway planning' the recently enacted iaydan-Cartwrlght JK®% askee 

available up to If percent of the funds apportioned to the States, $lse*»: 

is no better use to which sums can be pat in the present stage at aijvwa*-

development. 

The action of oar legislatures 1c consisteat with what i s 

understood to be ia the public interest. Ia prapariag future highway 

programs they will respond properly to facts presented for their guidance. 

It is for the purpose ef supplying such facts that the asking of traffi* 

surveys of the type suggeeted is iadlspansable aad far-reaching legislative-

action with respect to local road administration and fiaaace should be 

deferred until tha essential facts eaa thus bo eataiswa. 


