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Highway Progress

By T%hos. H. MecDonald, Chief
U. §. Pureau of Pablic Roads

pasd
Busses now travel from New York to lLow Angeles in 100 hmwn

elspsed time over three optionsl routes and by seversl other routes

in & slightly longer time. In 1910 - little more than two decades

ago - & pathfinder for the American Automobile Asscciation, m«nm ,
with a commission as special sgent of the Office of Public Roads, |
needed 49 days to make the same trip, aand reported at its mncm%@ ‘
a tale of high adventure on almost impanseable rosds. The conktrast

of these two experiences, separated in time by a bare score afymty.'"
offers, it meems to me, & most enlighieniag commentary on ihe pfna:ua

that hes been made in the improvement of our highwsys.

For those more statisticelly minded there is oquauy @nmimiw
evidence in & comparison of the mileage snd types of romds nﬁﬂtm‘ i.a_
191% with the similar record for 1932. In 191k only &mt Iﬁ parcent |
of the 2,kl46,000 miles of rursl roads in the United summ m
improved, and of the 257,300 surfsced miles only ylh W u‘t&% mﬂ?‘:j_ .
Laproved with nigh-type surfaces. By 1932 the total muw had ¢
to 3,080,000 which was 29 percent surfeced snd af m 5?5;509 W
miles more than 157,000 miles were of high type. Bumwa Bore m :

trebling the surfeced road mileage of the country, the work af Mt M,‘




- |
two decades has multiplied the uigh~type mileage many times. Herh%
entire astory told by figuree of nilma,;t‘ar in sddition to the rmh&h
extension of the length of improved highway, the even more utrlki&g ::m |
is the great improvements that have occurred in the width and dum of
the roads of all iypes.

Important social changes materislly affected by highway improve~
ment have taken place in the last quarter ceatury, particularly in the
mileage of mail service over rural roads, the consclidetion of whwh
made possible by betier roads for the transportation of school childres
rapldly and comfortably, and the tremendous increass in the rmumber snd :
spoed of motor vehicles. Aes & remult of thu_e cheangsee an improvement
has come in rursl living conditions wade possible By better nim
transportation facilities.

Highway safety has b«cma o matter of major gravity ssd the m
played by adequate rosd improvement in providing safe travel Wﬂimv o
is important. Adeguacy of highways involves not only m ﬁm

and charscter of the surface but it has to do with the tliﬂiutwu M
dangerous highway grade intersections with both mﬂreﬂx m ew “

highways, the provision of footpathe alm craww,rmdt,’»wtt Ix

near cities, and the removal of traffic hasards such se blind curves,

narrow bridges and pavements, and other similar festures of hi e
that add to the dangers of travel. The developsent nt‘ the m:m
#o as to add to their besuty and convenience is slso an Mﬂw m&

has been begnn and which can aid in making safer hiw
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in the field of highway administration the

authority in the State highway departments so that the mum rosts

could be improved as & conmected system of M@mt was i;ka ;

feature of the period. Funds available for main roads mn WM
by Federal aid on important sections of the State Wﬂnﬁ hmiu: il

Recovery Act and other succeeding scis of Congress immm m %M

1916 and continuing im incressing measure. The National 1

Federal contribution of rural rosds and, in addition, mﬂm im.*

Pederal participation in the improvemsnt of main routes smmas ﬂttﬂ : " 5 

and the secondary or feedar roads. The salarged Federsl matrfbuimshf" :
roasd improvement was made to provide work for unemployed men ’bwam

highway building nas coms to be considered es mn essential mm:' ik

of particularly ontstanding value in yrwié&.ng m&wt m t
of business stress. | -
Past highway progress is evident to the most ﬁmi akm :
The future program holds even greater nesdis than the ;ms#, otyint
at what might be called the two ends of the highway :ﬁm
end there is urgent need of & further enhancement a!‘ W mﬂ.

these main routes. A% the country end m is M ar m iW

of & selecied body of ths more mﬁmt :

fhe recent Federsl legislation mekes mﬂu&@‘«ﬁ

of Federal aid to the improvement of these more importasmt sec
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and serves 10 emphasige th& nead for &vstﬁﬁ;”@k ﬁlh
whet road 1mprovement$ are Justified snd when swm
choice and imgrovement of the main State roads has hm m
these have hean the pﬂn&ip&l concern of the past m . et » o
have before us the selection of the most important W
These secondsry routes mast be selected from the E,M,Wn&lw
rosds in the United States not included in the State ﬂm

As & first step there is need in each State et’aWﬂﬁ
directed to the dircovery of the new roads te be mzsmam
on ressousble grounds of ecomomy or social mef&mw‘ If any M k
State highway departments now lack legislative authority, m
should be granted at the coming sessicns of State Wmm.
guch nighway planning the recently mtﬁﬁwﬁw@wﬁm&t m
svailsble up to ly percent of the funds mparsiémg to mm
is no better use to which sams can be gut in the. W‘m
development, ' -

The action of mr'iegislatures is consistent wiﬁh b
anderstood to be in the public intm:t. in pm@tﬂ% mtm
programs they will rammi properly to fwts prumtaﬁ im- .j
It is for the purpose of w;&plying such f&fs&s ﬁm&: &M mkim. I
sarveys of the type Wa&a& ig m&igwmz»e a:td fwrmm 31&@%3%%
action with respect to logal road ammam&zmm )

deferred until the emmﬂai facts can tkm be cbwm ’



