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Federal-Aid Highways aad faslr fnfare 

3y 

'fhomaa 1. MacDonald 
Chief ef the Bureau ef Public Road* 

Per tea years road building ia the Uaited States has bean 

a major Improvement activity aada nscsasary aad alee poasibl* 

largely by the increase In the utilization of aotor vehicles, 

"iuriag this period the awber of motor vehicles has lacraaaad fro* 

10,500,000 to 26,500,000 aad the ue® of Individual vehicles, *s shown 

by the gaaollaa consumption, has materially increased. In ***ti*c 

.the needs of taa aotor vehicle the Federal Groverasent aa* d*a* it* 

share by contributing practically half th* cost ef constructing 

88,713 alia* of Iapertaat interstate highway* during tha period *tac* 

the iaceafeioa of the federal-Hd plan is 1916. 

On July 1, 1931, tha total going f*a*ral*aid *r*graa, iaalaaV 

lag emergency faada advseeed far the relief of naawaplayawnt naif State 

funds, aaaaatad to aboat 1447,500,000 of abldh tha total f*d*ral 

share waa ?.2?5.250,000. mis represented a cooeidarable Iner**** ia 

the site of th* Joint fadaral. «ad Stata prograa of th* year* prior t* 

1930; aa lacraaa* which waa the prompt retpoase to th* country** a**d 

of work for tha employment of idle labor. % to 1930 ta* f*d*r*l 

higfeway contribution had been Halted for several year* to $?S,OO0,OO6 

s rear. Ia April of taat year taia ao* was lncr«a*ad hy ISO,COS,000 

la the stithoritation for ta* fiscal year 1931. mi* was th* first 

» v * t«**rd •alargaaaat of tb* program. It was follow** m S«pt**fc*r 1 
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by th* early *pportionaeiit of the * 125,000,000 entnerlsed for tbe 

current fiscal year, aa set of ike Secretary of Agrleultar* which 

farther at insulated activity; sad finally, oa December 20, IfSQ, 

Congress approved emergency legislation advancing $80,000,000 to 

oa used in place of Stat© fun da to saaet the regalar federal aid 

already available. la five swaths the 180,000,000 advance fund, 

together with $160,000,000 of regular federal aid aad State* 

funds totaling $240,000,000 waa put uuderwsy oa wholly aa* work 

to provide employment in til t)ie State*. -The Stata* also continued 

construction and maintenance programs fross wholly State foade, and. 

there were nuaerous aacoaraleted ?eder.»l-«id orojecte carried over 

from the preceding year. 

Large a* it appeara, the Federal-aid pregraa of coarse I* feat 

a relatively *a*il part of the road develoaaent af the country aai* 

neceeeary by the treaeadou* Increaaa in the motor vehicle, f a t * 

incraaee In nuaber of all types of ictor vehiela* rhich h*v« prove* 

to he *o adaptable to «* extremely vide range of utilisation, coal* 

sot help eat produc* trewendoua impact* on our aoeial and economic l i f e . 

fa* ceaatry has definitely entered a mm era of transportation 

which »ean* a a** aaanar of development. The Federal Sovawwent i* 

sot * 8 8 i s t i a g the Stetee to build interstate highaay* sue rely In order 

that people amy tah* pleasur® trip* la ante®obil*a. What ta happaaiag 

under oar *ye* 1* the esiabliehaeet of B E eatiraly aew *yataa of 



- 3 -

transportation ia the Oaited State* which will have ia .all l l k e l l . 

hood as great an effect oa tho country as the develoweeat of tho 

rsilroad*. 

During tha sixty rears of their frowth the ra i l linos opened 

aa the vast area of our continental dowda la aa extensive way, 

quickly spreading a relatively sparse population over the sbole 

territory. They ware built into the world*s ssost efficient a* Jar 

transportation system; snd they developed th® territory on and 

adjacent to their lines to a high degree. But tha railroads do 

aet now and never have performed a complete transportation sarvica. 

fheir freight aust be brought to thea and takes froa them over tha 

highway8 • 5 0 long as there was scope for devel op&eat close to th* 

rai ls the country could continue te prosper without such l»prov««eat 

of the highway*; but th® time was bound ta mme when farther 

development would be hampered by the h i # cost of feeding the rail 

carriers from the raore distant points within the network of their 

l ines . 

It seems almost providential that at the moaeat when tht* 

condition was reached the «&*©liae engine, applied to the aotor 

vehicle, wwtslied the mean* of continuing the development beyond th* 

point possible with the unaided railroad*. that is happening no* is 

simply that the »oter vehicle, facilitated by improved road*, ia 

opening up the undeveloped interior space* last remain **t*«aa the 

crisscrossing line* of ra i l s . I t is a proeaa* that awat ga ea i f 
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the country is to orogrsss ta now lawalS of oconosjie o»^«l*p*®at. 

-e--ts of its effect upon the reilreaia «r* fr«sfAsjM, faneed, tb® 

rsi i carriers can not ande longer perfe** as afflatent eerTice with­

out the supplementary s i t that tho read* and swtor vehicles alons 



Ferhape of oar troubles at the anaamt I a that w* law* *e 

highly mechanised agrlaultarw that I t has beea poealhle far a relatlwaly 

fas people on tha fare to support tha root of as. JigrtcttltWRl liter* 

freed by tula process, nas goo* to the a l l ies aad aa h*w* sat aaaa 

able to absorb it a l l at theeo great coacaatratlaa paint*, l a the 

meantime back en the farm the regaining labor la aat rally eoeaaled. 

& poaslbla solution amy be provleion far auxiliary labor 

opportunities for i m m vorkare. the aatdrr raaiol* aaat the dletribnr 

tlon of electrical energy will eoahla ue to diffaaa iadoatry aad briag 

us cloaar to tha land. t̂ reiopaaat of the highway 1* the aaaa* ta that 

end, belag carried oat uaooaacloualy perhaps, bat aerertheleee defied taly. 

Saderal aid is but one of the swaas by nulah the aaseatlal 

laprovea*at of tha rossds required for thl* further extenalea af tha 

traoeportation eyeta® is being aacoatpltehed. It is arailabla far the 

iaorovcnent of only a boot 197,000 mile* of ta* aoat istportaat latar-

atata routes within the larger aye taa* of State aigbwwys taat a^ragata 

sfaowt 325,000 miles. Ostsida of both thaw amia ayetaaa are a*1OO»400 

ellee of local waaty and township ra*4». 

The Federal-aid and State roads, as ooflta taair grant** aapar* 

taaea, nave baen to* f i rs t to faal the benefit* af tha laaratflag f*%«*** 

Sith the aala *r»t*aa new in *oa* awaaax* iaprarad, «a4 traffia aaaaahlli 

grown naarier on th* local road*, it la tiaa that w*r* effective a*aaa 

ware dsrtaed for th® **tt*r*»** of. tha«o local faoliltiaa. 



i t E a s t not be supposed, however, taat the I*deral~ald aaeV 

State act iv i t i s* can be put latde to take up the local laproveaeat*. 

Toe sain system* nave been improved, but not by amy mmm up to Hie naeda 

of t raff ic . *?he process of gradual uphull&ing which Is needed, foll**> 

Lag exactly the stellar process by which the railroad* wsra built up la 

efficiency, will occufy aaay years; p.nd rebuilding will increase <a* 

Initial construction telle off. P.oad construction can mmt and. -It 

swat be a continuing jroeesa- i f the fncilitie& of highway transpartatioa 

are to be kept abres«t of the always expanding aeede of the country, 

yederal-sld express*© the interest of the Federal Govereeeat la 

the roads which servi later state traffic, la Mount it bears about 

th® aaffi® proportion to the expenditure® of the States as the latere tste 

traffic OB State roais bears to the total traffic carried. The iremaa** 

tixat have lee tae Feitra! Soveraaeat into this very eueeeeeful eaapara* 

tlx* construe-ivft restaur* with th* States will contiaue aa effaettv* 

la the future as thef"hare been up to thi* tin®, ihether th* a*v*r»« 

sieat continues feo oosperm te la a aatter of policy that reete alt*. 

Sougrass; but whetbar it does or not the people of th* eeaatxy* *a*t 

caatlnu* without abatement the work of road, iaproveaeat ahiaa la a** 

paid for io part by Federal funds, the stoaey spent for raa&e la aat 

an expenditure that e»a be triaaad at will without public lo*e. I t 

i t not an expendituu at a l l . ta the ordinary eenee, hat aa lave*****!, 

an iavest»Bt In a as at urgently needed transportation plant, *ita*at 

which the future seismic developaeat of th* country a i l ! he xataraa** 


