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4 hundred yesrs sgo we &re %&ié m - !t
betwssn s uorse of iron asd = horse of flesh aed §
ussxoactedly the repressntative of the old nﬁnmm :
frow the Aelsy House on the Putapscs River to mum:m b
wiles away. ‘

It was, we onn ilmegine, = glorisus day for m»
men winose totton dollmrs wers lald on old Dobdin teo Mi W
ten-knttle~-1lke comtrivense tamt Pater Cooper had set w m&n

to bedevil them. jut 1t eas thelr last celedbmation; for everyd

but » brokes belt wax owlling for ¥r. Cooper amd hie
locomotive, Tom Thumbd; snd Lt wes thess mewcomers ia the tn
tion derby taat ook every rsce theoseforth. 5
As we look Deck upen it now we sec that race me s
point in American trameportatlon histery. It i m m m
imerican iistory. Tor the grestest meed of the 5; natey o
#se it need of sesns of tmmm%u m% Ueum
travel smd muve goods ever leng dfstancee mm; m
te what tae vailrosd gawe i%; sad the reliresd m t&i@
i» no doubt nbeut that. S
By uo olher mesus ¢ould 8o vost am W@ﬂ«mﬁm ﬁamiamr
have been so Quickly ssitled. Certaialy, by so sther meuse seuld t’mt
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settlement and the ensulag esonomic develocment mm
thae same coures. |

¥oon the first ralls wers lsid the firet regularl
roads were two hundred years old in Viegisis, asd wp M A
Atlsntic senboard there wars roads almest as old inm W
origing) States. | £

It wus not estirely the fault of the rosds that is She m
century and s half sfter Jamsutown thers was uo setilement M w

thet nerrow fringe of the continent betwsen he Appsischiam m

the Atlamtic. To thie result the fast that the %1%&%% :
backward upon the ¥other Country rather then foreard to the m&
lagd to thelr Fest wes verbaps the lsrgest conitributing mma m !
peovle, grovped iz seall amists or sostteved thinly over mmm

settled ares Bad, for the wost part, the elmplest of wmate, mm

sleost cospletely sslf-susieining. Tuetr trade - thmg part of 48

thet overlesped the narrow 1imits of Lhe msighborhood - was
agland rather than with the other Colomiss. So m”m
reason for thes to travel far from the howe hearth, sné the
very little. There was in the shole length of ﬁ“
rosd that eculd ley clsim to tie title good; but gmg s ot
cause of the slaggish movensut of the pespls, m s m s .

the reeuld of ihelr lask of Beed,

It is seasy to sse how these comditions would be chmaged by

the Sevolution sad the ceuses lssding to it. The comson quarrel ws.s;&
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ingland aross over taxes impessd upom srtlcles of trede. T
accustoned trade coumunications »ith tost country wenre e

more sand more the colonles were threewa iante Wﬂ“ﬁm umm

with sach sther. Toawnrd ths end of tha @ﬁxmm w ’ i ‘ ; P

intereslonial traffic hed begurn snd thie wau zwmm r&M MV
diminiensd by metus) warfare. Aud thes, after the var thave wss |
another and stromger rsason than any that had previowsly exieted,
which strongly dessnded for the firet tiae en inprevessut of the |
waln routes of travel Irom colony to colomy. Thet wee the md ot
praserving snd fostering the miter Peeble Unlon that threatened .
for & time to fly spert ints thirtesn more or lesz lsolsted mtm‘
3¢, i » lssd 1o whleh a1l rosds had been alike, a1l bad snd
21l lecel, thers arowe s wew kind of read, fwmproved ss to wfm
with rock or gravel, and teeveled by firing stege csonches m fraight l
wngons whose rums were not the fas miles of colonial days but She B
longer distances betwsen the larger citles snd the States tmim.
These were the turnpiies. 95 rapidly 434 they grow nfm W

Zevolution toat when Albert Sallatin, Secretary of the mwm

seffersos, ande hle revort o Uongrses on the xmm af
{morovements i{n 1892 he was sble t» say that thers mm mm
3,000 wiles bullt or bdullding iz New Tork alone, ”ﬁ mm M
in Consecticut asd bundveds of milss in other States.

fe went ahesd building turmpikes until well aleng to the middle
of the century: bui afier tist race belwsen Tom Thamb and the ﬁmk:
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orse thers wse no real quastion about what was to heppes, If any
ooe cared to study the sitwatios. | e

Trus enough, there were fov who 41d care to stuly $hs

situation. To the mas in ths strest of 1830 and to man | -
benind lwportant desks in countisg houses, ssd m ahe 4 “
expected to study and know tus situmtion, the reilresd weent sis iy

# new kind of road and the stess locowmotive simply o mumn m

Joboin,.

Toere was violent oppesition, of course. 7The @ h
men #st wp & terrific clawer. They would be rulmed and the mw L
would be ruolned wita them, if this thlng were allowed to happem. Asd

tuey bad thelr spokeswen la plsees of power buth in and eut of
and the leglelative balle.

There wae even & rather vooal growp of citisems, exesssiwmly
proud of thelr mewly denwed demcerscy, who objectad o the usw M : |
oo the groumd that they wers undsmocratic, and who protested mﬂ
common roxds were good encugh far comwan peeple, let the rich rids
on rallrends 4f they weanld. |

And then there were those sho kuew that the nmxiﬂ
of tne traiss - actually 1b miles sn hour, Shink M iﬁ m&i

ceuss sll right-thinkiag people is give up the m '
the smoke! Simply unthinkeble that people weuld Mt e tm

= Bs for the friends and prometers sf the mev ronds yre
busy bulldiag tracik sad plasaing asd gmwm i W*M W
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styles in coaches occcupled a good bit of attention; ﬂmw !

batier locomotives were produced ansually. el

In ten years time nesrly 3,000 miles of mxm m W%
sad - imteresting reflectiem, thils, upon the manmer ia m .
sconomic advance is launchwd ~ miles cpon miles of it were m
ts rendar the xind of serviee whioch oo rsilvead has swver yet m -
able 1o render sstisfectorily.

Here was s people in uweed of 3 radically mew MM% i

tion agesoy, if may psople ecver sas. Here was precfsely thw M d‘
transportation agency they needsd. And there were meny so biimd m
they could only see in 1% s» affront to thelr baskwoods democrsey, end
among the morve alert, few who could thlmk of say uws to put 1% 6 other
then that for shfch the cemmon roads were quite adequate. |

The usual olss lnvslved the comstyection of & short lloe awm
# clty, to be operated for s Adlstingtly loenl purposs. Conmsntion
even betseen lmportant elties within » State ceme only when lines
projected from one center sntered Serritery t(ribuilary W mm, ﬂl

even then thers was oftes o Jeliberats effort o dafest shad - m e
xsow to be the priseipal missies of the mew sgensy, By U ol
tracks on different gsuges so ae to prevent trassfer M one to 4

Bt Lheve were sows mer b saw the real meaning of tim mﬂzw |

roads; some iike Henjswmin H, lLatrobe, ons of the grestest of the
reilrosd eugineers, vhe Bsd sesn clesrly for mamy yoars the nmm .




between the mervice for walch railresds were fitted sad tnet for
whlch the common ronds would suffioe. It wes such oen as m,
and the great builders who came after thes wio weds the MM
iate toe grest continent-wide tranmssortation systes they m M
tas spmce of sisxty yesra.

Aind, to repest, it was the rallroada that sede the am%!#‘
it «as they that se guickly soread s population sver = goatinent.
1t wae Losy thet bullt cities where log Buats had stosd short &m&n :
before. It wse they that built grest industrier powered with mi
fuel the bauling of which sss a lavge part of thelr Job., 18 m they o
that nade 14 possible for the great Widdle West to devote its ﬂﬂﬁ&
#0611 almost amxclusively to vroduction of grain and ses$. It was thay
that made poseible that specinlisation of industry that permitted
svary section and swery city to produse that which it wessad bLest
fitted to oroduce, the wultiform products later to be spresd sbous ia
arecortiss o peed sverywhere. It wus they that, by spresding swr

poople thialy over & vest, virgis, sud febulously fertile ares, mw r_‘ffif,

us quieckly $o garmer marvelouws riches. o
Certainly, the comson roads had mothimg te do with Shete smjer

tremds. The turaplkes, deprived of their trsffie by

jost completely thelr charsecter as maln arteries, ssd beceming m

more, in point of wsags, purely local lsmew, reverted fyom primste

cervorate oemership to public centrol at the hends of =
local sutaorities. Agaim, es in the days of the Colonies, lawrios hed

but ene riad of comwon rusd - s bad rosd.
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[t wns xmown that the oost of transporting a mx ﬂ,’ Mi
nine miles to the rallread 1n & ¥iddle Testern Jtate m n Wst u o

tae cost of shinplog 1t thencs by rall and weter te &t sol. Bub -

eho wanted a farm nine miles frow the rallrvosd im?

And nobody has to take ous; becauss there was plenty of W M Mf |
rReATSY. ‘

Por it must be said that this the vellroad 41d n!am i&
dsvsloped a great territory, but it did 1t extenslesly. It brow

Kew York clase te %aa Proncisco; but 1¢ ?wft lsnd within ﬂ.

of escn in virtual isolation. PFloture the rail mﬁm m : 3 M

netwark covering the whole sres of the United 3tates, with %ﬂ“ Q‘h

the intersections and narrow bsnds of cultiweted land |
strand, thelr width 1imited by the difficulty of resching the mxm, :
ever all but impansssbls roads, =nd you Bave sn 1den of whet the mm-
road did. Ia the ceatsr of each mesh thers was idle, Wﬁw,
isolated land, Hut the olties, standing at the &umxm, m

fat wpon what the rallread brought them, mad sere mm -~ SOR Mw

#ithout aid the mllread could do much; but the -m-:ﬁ

develop the ceuatry the meerer 1t drew the day shen i m&
more snd snen the evils of its gond would begin te mw ih

It could not umaided develop the centers of the weskes, m M ,
develop intensively the 1ssnd lsmedintely slong 1te W m Mﬁ 7
make that nsrrow henmd of Ismd more snd more valuable i) it m ;

oo valomble. It conld baild towss sil alesg Méi ma: Y ﬁkm&y
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st taat tue heul coteen tasw instesd of belag loag. A% 38 .
be for tas effictent sperstion of the rellread, besene mm '&
guorter. (% could develur cities uelil they osrowied u Wiﬁ v

Lrpais 80 close 28 seviously to bamper it in its offert to %ﬁw 1nto
sagn sore xnd more freight. I¢ did toese $hings to6. .
L% tue tura of the cesvury She railread was searing its helight.
Thae country likewise wer spprosobing the pesk of 1ts reil indesed
prospsrity. Eab, wo one cen say we are Bat & fewvored peuplel Fer
croviisatially, it seems, taere was alresdy o% Basd Los new agessy
Luat  would be needed to emrry us furiler. Ve wers approashiing
tcother trmasportatian tuming yolat. 4od, shersss Ln 1830 1t was
ngw faoilitles for dlstsat wovesent tisi we neaded, whet =o noeded
12 1907 and would soos nsed badly wae Getter fasilitles for lecsl
sovement. Tsll - there ene bhe gasoline eaglue and toe motor wekiele,
apd the urge for better ronde.
Snet followed is suee reosmt history that se oad psas swer A%
very quickly. Thers sss ths sse misusderstaniing of tae cnaracter
sni misslen of tae new vehlals aad Lts reeds as tneve amd bess i 1880
of tas snarscter and misslon of the rallresd.  passing fad! *’W o
tae idle rieh! Ship by tweok! Ship anytbleg; suyeneral ?Wim
nigowayel Ho; feve-so-markedl ‘ e
e ¢ar; rsils clogeed; Sousiads upos tuonsands of swter benaky

taroun iste the bresgh. Toey ssve bie day; bub the usready romds mre

roiged! Dsma Soe brooksl Uo, rebuild tae rouds amd M&T&%M



Fiaally, out of all the olamsor, ths ewergesos of m
aighway trasnsportation, and the building wf m n!
Pederal-sid highways with & speed and efficieney m
sorld. & whole people swuing moter vehicles. L | :

© Far-sesing railread szvcutives were WW f1z
the nsed for betier roads. They wevrs quieck te :ﬁmﬂ W
of the 7ffice of Public Resds the *gvod rends traius’ that firet

and never have performed s complete & L : o
know that their freight must coss to them over Righways sud M
the only way by wbleh ths sres tridutary to their liaes oan be
ingreased is by fuprovessat of the pighmays Shat Teed thew. M o
Know. too, that the highwey snd the moter treck amd the meter .

afford then the meane of solving memy uz’ the prebless of senges
of snort-naul, of bransh lises, thet are issoluble without Shem.
These far-sseing rallroad assoutives leok upes thelir W :
trensportstion agencies - mot as reil carriers beund fast t& i‘
raile. Thay sxpect to uee mwmmmmu

supplomsnt their rall service. A
Put mot all whe swktormmﬁmﬂm hr-mm

exscutives. Thers are those who, sesing the coaditions of th }‘f

business changs, can thisk of mothiag Beiter to do than ;  3
change. The track is rebbisg us of our MW. they w‘. A
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carries abost < pey cent of the tokal ton. li &ﬁ

sutsidises. [t pays nothing for its rosds and wm
it we whe must balld our sen $rscks. (The ﬂm e
S¢ per ceat of the cost of the mals resds over whleh it soupates =
to nay degres with the railresds; sad 23 per oent ﬁt the mg of

ie are uadaly vestricted by public regulatiss. Restried m matey '

tus local roads which mre the psceseary feeders of Ahe yeil

voulole sladlarly.

for ssxple  of the kind of regulation »f the water Mﬂi
proposed 1 the supposed lnterest of the rellrosds mf&f W thhk M
Aot of the Texss legislature which lisits the loud thet may be WM‘
apon & commercial moter venlcle o 7,000 pousds unless i3 iﬁ m&'m :

to 5 relirond station in wnish cese 14,000 pounds i» peesibted.

411 of tols hes o sest fasilisr risg. It is atinetly
roaiaiecent of tue sries of the stags-conca sem fa 1830 sas tmec |
s fsr lses ressen for orying. Jor sil of us -m .&h tﬁl& m -

railrond dsfenders L8 the snewsr to the wm‘t *m mm m

countey get sloug withoat the rallronde? e m M 1% peul

but soae of us amy be inelined to Mzis “ind M m m 4o m& &i

sitzoat the highways aad %8s mador m:um m m ms Wh
Taere 35 no dlspesition te wiaisize taw «Mmﬁ mx %M 7

proviecs imvelyed in the oecewsary resdjusteent of the %i,lzm%;&% ’1



the new conditions. They have lost such that cam never be reclaimed
to the privale automobile. They will less more to the trewsk mm ,
bus. lose is unavoldable in the adjostments that must talke plage;
but there is gain to bs hed by the railresds alw if they are u&ﬁ&y
managed. It iz well not to takw undoe alavs over their pressat b
condition. They maffer now from exscily the ssme osuses Lhet ’
embarrass the covatry aad every sue of 1ts iandustries. It fs resalisd
that they enjoyed a3 very satisfagtory prasperity in the years just
befove the onwet of the deprssslies. Air the country returss ¢o sormsl,
0 will the railroads for they are lisked so olosely with the sowatryis
industry ot whet vensfite the country csn vot Usil ¢o benefis the
railroads.

Jat they osn net serve the future of this coustry alose. mu
aneided taek is done. The golek, sxtessive exploitstion of the hﬁ |
is sver. fHsseeforth we must follow the path of slder mations toward
the intensive development of the deepsr lying wealth. ¥s lave ylmM
the center of our fleld. ¥ow we must degln the job of plewghing m
the borders; amd that is smother kisd of jeb, csllisg for a rig m&
will permit the furros to De turmed close te the femos.

The road and the moter vekicles are the mew km‘l’w“ :
facilities shich, joimed with the differsat service of the railreads,
will meke possible the intensive develspment thet lles sbead. N

% have just begen to build roads. Fifteen years sge thevs
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were still o nusber of States that gould met de erossed by -
in comfort. Since then we have mude much progress with Nk :
0f these « the Stete amd Fuderalesid roads « thare wers m *
1930 smd 228,000 milen were surfaced. Butl of the %@m,wam
locsl rosde only 467,000 bad been surfaced. And of the mm !
Stete and local - & very large zart wes still of plonser tm m
the inprovemest of ocur rosd systen we are tﬁlhﬂmﬁ exeotly m i =
of the rallread bullder. The flret job has besn to got t2e tre
tnrough. To 45 thet we have Wullt by steges. &t fierst o M m
& 1ight earface; perhaps & BArrow 0De. thm}r Londeqoate; m |
tusy serve uatil zooethisg betier cen-be added. Just »e, the W |
roed bulléers laid thelr fivst tracks directly upon the soll and mx
toe ballset to be sdded lster. Just so tasy bullt at first & siagle
treck aud let the second welt until the trsffic would pay for 1%.

The rosd bullder's test of the ciaraster of the rosd to be

batlt ist Fill the traffic pay for it; and by that be mesns m S
the sccumnlated sevings is operating szpesse scoruing te W i
of veilcles that will use the rend se & rescit of its
sni grades - i1l that socuwulated saving jay asd morve | ;.m
the improvemeat. The rosds we sve bullding seet thet M

But we etsnd mow about shers the reilroads mm in M S
The maiz limes are cut through snd traffic is meving. TYhaere is ‘“‘
blg job of mew constractio shesd on thoussuds of wiles yes tmprovwds




there is as big e job of gredus)l upbullding of the m &XM

improved to some degres mz the growing traffic rwmim; &t‘ o
are not sves in sight af the and of nﬁ&im Mmﬁm M Qf

course maintensmoe, and recomstruction « Lhe opprating
st g0 on &e long e the ronds are used.

fs are not investlsg the large sume we are pouring tode this
newsst of the groat works of internal improvemest simply to }ﬂm
pleasures roade for moteriats. The purpose is vuch mare uﬂmm 2

that, ns I bave tried to indicate. It is commeroe a5 well as persons
travel that we are providing for -« e kind of comperee, aa hmm ro
of comeercs that will not be possible unless we have thwse reads.

1t is sbsolutely msceszary that »e bulld for trucks ss well as for
satomobiles; sud the roads we syre now bullding ars not destreyed &y
trucks. Be surs that every sistesmeat you see or hear to the um
comes wors or less dirsctly frox & marrow-vizioned defeader of tiw
milroads ax they have been; =88 nat f’mmmmwwiﬁ

of the needs of ths future or the actusiitiss of the pressat. M ‘
intersets have rscently given renewed curresey %o the story of w&

Sieegs by tracks. It isa nwgy resarrocted frem the srehlves u_m

war whea there was suoh sctusl dawegs of reads by wehioles mw

bed mot been built 6o withstend. g
¥he story ne losger has the serit of nmm m xxmm

Liven counsidarable vitality by wuch sselduons pmwm, and m

find that it bas won sacospiamcy sven by the Pederal Gourts. '
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Iz 3 recent two-te~one decision wmu a m rog

1av 1 Camsss tae Pederal Court 1s reported te have sald that the ;
*highways are being pounded %o pleces W M W‘ tm m
combining weight with speed, are making the mtm of e -
wsllenigh insoluble.* ¥ith dus respect b0 the sourd, 1t M& %% ,'

sacounter great difficulty in finding modera laetssces to uphold
its statenent.

4 short time before ite decision was handed dewn there spp -

in s Tulea, Oklshoms newspaper sn editoriel couched in terme very
similar to those used by the court. The sditer infersed his resdsrs
that: "Is Arkansas o few days age it woy ammoumoed that seversl of
the new concrete reads, dullt £# well av roads can be built, wre
practically ruined; they Bmve literally been pulveriged by W |
tracks.*

te were curicuz abeut the ssurcs of that stery shich wese

obviously untrus, so s sddressed an ingeiry to the Stats ] ff sy G

soglumser of Arkansss. mMnmﬁmmmm”mmn
#fais office bas been niegnoted in m&ﬁw thet mmm#
the mew roads that have been raimed by heavy trwcks. M‘ﬁm
of tae conferescs, from which grew the sewspspor im refarsnee -
-m*wwmezam«aamu@smxmmmammw
twelve years, mmafau‘mtmw****kﬁithxmwy
oountry o2 & bad subgrsde T Y . xmnWmeW@tm




. ds pay snd, in some cases, hesvily, for thalr rosd servios. They sem,
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Rev ulgh-type rosds on tus Federal-sid aystem by resven of heewy
trusk traffie.* s

That ssemes to ba & ratier coaplete exposurs of the

of ons of tus stories tant wes specific eoscugh to trso: dema. “‘W
impresaions to which axpression was glven by the Yedere) Court iu &
fansas case were mubjected £ & lloe chsek they no deobl would h?m‘
e be squally inaxsct.

ia te seme decielon, the court is reported $o mmve sald thet
the “publie Mighmays Lsie becons ths rosdbeds of gresd twﬂﬁm
gospanies shlea are sctively sad seriously competing with mﬁm
wiich provids tneir ows rosdbeds.” 4e 0 the seriousness of the
cempetition ond may Jrawx the correcs cosclusion whes poswssed eof
ths approgsimate fect tust sll wotor trucke (She meny srivately
opersted to feed to sud distribute frelght Ceos the rellronds as well
us e few that may be weld 4o & measure t5 compete with Ghe ui&r%}
gerry £ per ceat of the wountry's tobal of freight ten-milssge iw
conpurisen with the 77 per cent aarrisd by the retlrvosds. 7

Bat thore iw alee the topliostion Is the court's decisiom m& o
the iracks de mot pay adequstely for thelr use of tha Fosds. The tracle

si0uld, e84 in cemy cases slresds do pay the whole addittosal cost of
maln resd comstruction which their superior weleht mecessitates,

! mve veforred %o the Lemeny dvcinios to Lllustrats M t S
dsliverstely fosterss caunsigs of sisrepressntation mmﬁm@ ia %m
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wisunderstood lotersste of the reilronds may m&im Mm sl
feportsnt action intended 1z toe brosdsr iaterest of the publie. ; , |
sctions were mmerous iu the esrly nistory of \he vefirosds, bus |
eould not sffect the geveral courss of rullread dewslopmest 5& a ovus

tnat bad so grest s meed for rallrosds. Ho sove will vhey isterfers
with the gensrel progress tower: aa sdequate spstes of bighwey Sranme
portation whilch 1e just a3 grest » meed lo the present stale of the
country as was rell transporsstion in the last ceatury. iut they de
tesparsrily bloek progress and should be svolded wben the Tasts nn
89 resdily awsilsble o polst the befter courss.

¥e hnve come bo osur preeent atete of national snd sconemis |
dovelopment by teo rosis. For two bundred years of our sarly existense
we hed osly the comwon rowd - & wers irsil in the seemingly lisitless
vilderoses of & e gountry. Then Losre opanel befores us & hetier m‘ - i
sue rellroed ~ by siich we bave trswveled iz s Zundred years to the S«MM

of that veat tarritory, spresding over it ss we went sx cmiﬁ mm. i

§ow we heve resched ths point shere se sust iuteusify our m&. i
fa mo longer look besgond bae sorizas for sur fartuse, but m m,m
fleld. Lomg dlstance snd largs bulk - the speclaltiss of ;m il o
roads - will continue im mesd in inomsasiag messurs m m&ﬁh then »  e
»e Bow Bave s grest sultiplicstios of ashaws &Msm mil g
yolumes, and for tals the cosson roud comes bsdk end on 1% u wew

whicle built %o our swect seed.
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ieBoeforth Sasre are two rosds - ths railresd sad the higtmy

soth go forward. Ue must use then bobhk.




