
.Radio addreii c-ased upon the annual renort of the Bureau of Public 
&o&ds for leiivery Tuesday, «3ecerr.cer 9, 1930, by Mr. MacDonald. 

Ladies aad ftatiaaaa cf th* radio miimmi 

Sh* ft rat aa^royriatlam for *e4sral~&id tmA aOBHtroetisa 

aaa aad* vjr 2a*«*»*« ia 14KL4* *% %a*t Uaa ia* »e«*i»Uiiy af 

affaotlr* ao*parailoa »r th* **d*ial aad £t*t« g»T»raaawt* ia a 

*j»*t aonatructir* aalarpri** aaa a •*—hat doubtful *xp*rla*at, 

aad ?oa«iaa« a»ntar*d cautiously ia th* aatroddue path, fa* fi iat 

ffiAttoa aa* lit**** t* $?§*0Q«.W ta a* s*pe»ii*4 *f»* |h f v 

fi*a ytAr **riad fiaa 191* to 19311 **d »*an thl* ea*ll «f#Xafl|<» 

atloa could a*t a* expanded h*c«u*e of th* piw**cupati*a« af tha, 

•arid §ar ahioh •hortljr latanramd. 

,-lh* war o**r. It a** aali««*d a*a*a*ary t* provide ia»4 ajaa»t 

for our «• total aft ••l*i*vs, aad Oaaftat*** » / that tia* a l l t t l* aaat 

«ur« fh* ****«•« of tha fadamWaid **p**iaaat. m$pmuf»Jt^m%&>'. 

a* #d#|tloa#i ?»O©»OO0,O©O ta b# *x»«ae*d amvljHE-1 .̂|atXaaa\4f«aV 

, m § 1,0*1. 

th**a ia* aatay I»a*»l**i4 . a##r*airia^t*»a * Iffat pwwat 

iawia«4 «a*^aa*id la 195U« - am* am* afataahU t* ah th* ft*!*** 
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of unss^ioyaeat during th® financial depression of that year. 

II was la lf21 that the total highway « % « d i t » f * of this osaatry 

f i rs t passed the Mlllaa dollar sjaik; and that expenditure, awtde 

up in part of the salftrjsd federal disbursewaut, aet oaly r*euit*#. 

ia a irery iapertaat is$ro****>at of the roads of the cowtry hmt 

also g&we ea^lojwwat ta !si&dr*d* af thousand* of **n aha w a l d 

other*! ** tev® r i f fs red deprivation. 

Coder the stress of th* large op* ration* of itgl th* ao~ 

eperatlva lalatiosshlp of the federal sad &tt.$t gev#ra»*i§*» tataa-

lished hy the original 9*d*ral &id Seat Act, received i ta hapttam 

of fir®. Tha practicability of the scheme- ia i t s general futures 

rm THFVA s teSaatly daaonetratcd, and the dafaets rewa&le*" ear* 

correctad by the. federal Slghaay iet which **• passed hy Coagrees 

aad approved hy the Fresieant on Fewemher 11, I t i l . 
Tb* principal provision of this aa* eat was the wfUlrsaeat 

that all future federal appropriations far read purpeeee should he 

expended upon a dofialta system of tha «**Btiy*a a*st Iqsttrittt 

interstate aad tatoraoaaty M*6ft, ta ta **l«©t«§ Jointly ay tha 

federal aad its** highway o f f i c i a l s aad 11*11*4 te a*t ware than 

? per cant of tha total road *&leaj» in ***h State. 

fMs Faaaral-aiA fcigfeway *r*t*a* «t>ti*m*U«i of «&i@h was 

began iaaw&iataly, new iaclade* *p#mti*mt«ly 1§S .«© « l l » * . f®war4 

i t s i^rowaaant a l l federal fund* appropriated since 1121 haw* heea 

aavoted sod whatever saw sssy aaw ba agar*? rla.tad for uaaa^ioymut 



re l ief will be • j e s t e d la greatest measure upon ta* further 

Imorommnt of the tsas is&Jor system ef Mgbways. 

»Jp to the cl»s» of the f i*e*l y*ar 19 JO, oa .fame X last, 

th® cooperative federal sad State activity had resulted la th* 

improvesant of just & few miles less i'ma 87,000 stiles of these 

lap or taat roads, shit* 87,000 miles 1* s good round figare you 

will pethap* get a setter conception of wr&t it aeaa* by thiahlag 

of this » i l«»ge of road* already improved by the cooperating 

government* - largely ia the last 10 years - as equal to three 

road* girdling the globe at the equator aad another passing a*i» 

than half ray around. 

Daring the last fiscal year alone the Federal goverasaat 

aided the itcproveaent of over 7,330 stilts of the d**igaat*d ifs-

t*& oa which $*d*ral funds had aot previously beta er^ettiei. It 

also took part la advanced stage® of issprovesssnfc oa over 2,000 

mile* previously lapraved to sew* extent with federal aid. fh* 

mileage of » » • traction al.d*d iariag the year aay timmf&w fe® 

pic tared m equal to that of tare* roads entirely across the 

country froa the Atlantic to the Pacific. 

th* stage aaasttatttloa, of which in the laet yssr t h m 

vm more than 2,000 miles, is becoBiaf a larfsr #*rt ef the entire 

prograa from year to year, la thi* reelect, the hali&lag ef ear 

national Mgfaway #yete* i* following th* eemf** wJtod m% hy th* 

railroad*. 
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Th® first job tackled by tto highway baildere ass seen tliat 

• f getting the traffic threat* by giving a aerteia efefM* ef t«i^vw> 

amat to as i&rps a aiie*«s a* possible withls tto llalte of tae 

available a?,, reprations, fbe init ial issproveaumt emst, ef coarse, 

aa maaaaably adequate for tea traffic of the present! eat i t aaa 

not been possible to make tto provleioa for fatas* traffic laaxaas* 

which seast later be trade. 

with nearly 87,000 alias of the ayste* ialtiaUy lay*****' 

with f̂ederal aid ana perhaps a slightly greater adleag* already 

improved to sows axtent by the States without federal assletsaee, 

i t is sow possible to return to tto s®ra laportant roads aad la -

ore&se the value ef their service to the tijaveliag avail* ay 

farther laproveaoat. 

It was preeieely this course that was followed by th* rail* 

mmi. builders, than tha golden spike mm drive® at l^rewaataiy 

Point, Qtah, in 1869, «nd «*ne*ud»tiam was established l*t***a 

tha «i**a«ri liver aad the foalfis, the m%m Paaifia Mlraad was 

aat coaoleted. Set her there was them began a »r***«* af *tam% 

a^baiidisf of the rail aad roadbed wbieb haa aat aeased at Ike 

present tls»e, withoat which th* steadily iaeteaalag tisaaoomtteaatai 

rail traffic could not haw* been eo afleadidly aarvad. 

for several years **i*r to If30 tie* leaa-ral-ald a»ra^riatiea* 

oath* rl sad by a*agr**e were f9»»000,000 saawlly. &*«t iaxil as 

iaeraae* to fia»,000,aoo was •a^ri***' for tto flaeai year* i W , 
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1932. sad 1935. fhe a ^ r t i e w * * * « f fvM» te the 8**t** 

m m followed issaedifttely by a vary considerable lacrewwa ia tiM 

eaeeant sf mm undertake*. « » » f iscal year fc#fs* • aa- Jal* 

f i r s t last - th© amount of I n d e r a l aoney allotted ta definite 

construction prefect* asder a w or arreted for e«it«tfw&tia». mm 

ap**ru* of $102,000,000 ae compared with £79,000,000 at the ae»a 

t l «e la 1 9 2 9 . As a reealt the nanaer af mm eaplsjwt ttyre«0MW* 

the p»»t ouar.«r was eo»eldar«hlar greater than la the praeadlaf 

ya&r. 

permit a s t i l l f-orfcfcar expansion af tha progre* ia tie* 

drought -1 trlctkea states aad « o provide additional apportsaitf' far 

«&pl©ya»t of fanners to th* oxtetst gaaeible us&er *he.«4*tiJ8§ 

le-we, the Secretary af ^rle&Xtmrm apportloaad the 1MB fmm am 

^eptaaihar 1 l«at , adwaaela* hf aeverol souths the aamal data af 

apportionment. 

ffee Feeexel-ei* m*A i s » atipaiUtee the* at imam Sf# 

oaete ef every federal doll***- «e*««$rl«*ed «MW «a ta tha. eo»~: 

• t ract!©» ©f th® reada - Id p m for tha «ea*«#*fy laher aad 

* l e e*q»leye&. l o t mm tham a& p * r t « B % asa be »sad far «d»t»ta*w^ 

t tve purpaeee by the Bareaat o f ^mhlie Baade. 
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tb© law ala* carefully defines th* a*th*& by ehieh th* 

appropriation* aha 11 b® divided mm* the St&teej and areearieae 

t'teit tli« aoaey m*% be ©amended fer the ioarovvsieat ef the 

country's aoet important read* which sate op taw federal aid 

ays tee;. 

;he law aider which the federal-aid ra*4 aa**: i i earri*& 

m tnu* gives * three-fold asauranee ta th® taa^**y*rt 

f irst , that the »®s®j* appropriated will go alaoet 

entirely into tb* aatuai eoaetraetleai of reada; 

Second, that ail ;?t&te» beaefit ia & definite 

proportion; «ad 

ihlrd, that the y*d*r*l expenditure * i U aat aa w***#fttly 

distributed but will e* confined te the ia$r*v**Mit* a* 

oar swat iapertaat read*. 


