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was wade by Comgmss in 1916, AL that time the possibilis:
affeotive sooperation by the Yederel and Stute @Q%m”m *:
Areat constructive salerprise was 2 somewhat doubdbifnl expsrimsat,
and Tongress ventured csatisasly iz the untrodden path. tiﬂeﬂﬂt
Sgarepriation was Limited 39 $75,000,000 Lo be sxpended ever the.
‘five year period from 1816 to 19311 end sven this smnll sppm

ation could net bes expended bewcntse of the pregecypation ‘
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of umesmployment during the fimsncial depression of that year,

It wae in 1921 that the totsl highwsy expenditure of this comatey
first cuseed the billiem deller mark; smd that esxpenditure, mede
ap in part of the cnlergsd Toderal distmrsemsat, not oly resulted
in a very imsortenl improvement of the roads of the countyy Imi
nilso gave employrent to lmndreds of thousands of men who would
othervi-e bave suffered deprivation,

Cndey the stiress of the large operutions of 1921 the eo-
operative relationshlp of the FTederel znd Stebe governments, setad-
lisiied by the originsl Pedersl iid Hoad Zct, received its Beptism
of fire. The prectlceablility of the echeme in its genernl featuvres
var then abanfantly demongtreted, and the defects rewanled wveare
eorrected by the Federsl Wighway Act wiich was pasved by Congress
snd approved by the President on Fovember 11, 1981,

Tre principel srovision of this new act was the regquirement
that 811 future ¥edsral spyropristions for rosd purposes should he
expended upon = definite system of the country's mest impertent
interstate and intercounty roads, 3o bs selesctsé jolutly W tie
Pedersl and Etste bighway officials z=nd lisited to not more than
7 per cent of the total road wmilenge in sach Blale.

This Federsl-aid highway system, desigmeticn of whiech was
begun imsedistely, now includes spprexizately 193,000 miles. Towsrd
its improvement sil Jederel funds appropristed sinces 1921 k&w been

devoted snd whatever sume mey now be spproprizted for wsemployment



relief will be expended in grestest meamire upon the furthsr
{mprovenant of the same major system of highways,

Jp 4o the clese of the fiecal yesr 1930, on Jans 30 last,
the cooperative Federsl snd State metlvity had resulted in the |
improvement of Just s few miles less than 87,000 miles of theee
important roads. thile 87,000 miles ie » good round figure you
will perheps get & batler concsption of wnal it mesns by thiskisg
of this mileage of roads slreedy imoroved by the goopsrstiang
governnegts - largely in the last 10 years - os equsl (o thres
ronds girdling the globe at the sgustor and suother passling more
than half ey around.

Taring the last fisezl year alons the Federel governmsnt
aided the lmprovement of over V7,300 milse of the desigunted gsyee
ten on wilch ¥ederal funds had not sreviously been exsendsd, It
zlse took part in advanced miages of improvement on over 2,000
wilee previously improved to some extent with Federal sid., The
wilesge of conetraction atded during the year may therefors be
piotured s eganl o that of thres rozde sntirely seross the
oountry from the Atlantic to the Pacific.

The stage constrostion, of which {n the last yesr there
wag move than 2,000 miles, iz becoming = larger part of the entirs
progras from year to yeer, In thie respect, the Buildlag of ecur
nationsl highway system ie following the couves warked oul by the

rallrosds,
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The first job tackled by the highway builders has been that
of getting the traffic through by giving s certain degres of Wmm
want Lo ae large = milemge =8 poseibls within the limits of the
avellsble appropristions. The imitial improvement wust, of courme,
be ressonsbly sdecuate for the traffic of the present; bdut it has
not been poseibls to moke the provision for futars tratfié fuorwase
which must later be mmde.

#1th nearly 87,000 miles of the system iattially improved
with Federsl aid and perhaps = slightly greater MXM already
improved to some extent by the States without Pederal assietsnoe,

{% is now possible to return to the more impertant vosde mmd in-
ergsse the value of thelr service to the trauvelimyg public Wy
farthaer improvemsnt,

It was precisely thie sonrge that was folleowed by the reil-
rosd tuildere. ¥hen the golden splike was driven a% Promontory
Point, Utsh, in 1369, snd coosmnication was established hetwsen
the wiesourl Ziver snd the Pacifis, the Union Psgific Hsiliresd was
not gompleted. Rether there wse then began & process of M
upbuilding of the rail and roadbed which has not ceased at the |
present time, without which the steadily incressing trensosstimentsl
rail traffic could not have Mxx 80 spleandidly eserved.

For several years prior to 1930 ths Yederal-ald sppropristions
puthorized by Uongrase wepe 278,000,000 samoally. Last fpril an -
increase to $138,000,000 was sathorized for the fiseal years 1921, |



1952, snd 1835, 7The spportionwent of the 1831 funds to the Siates
wae followed lmnediately by = Vvsry considerable imcresse in the
smount of work undertskes. vhen the fisesl year began - on July
First lest - the asoupt of Pedersl money allotted to definite
gonstruction projesis under wey oF approved for comstruciios was
apwards of $102,000,000 s compured with 470,000,000 st the some
time In 1828, As a reeult the numbér of men smployed throvghout
the pest summer wis considerably greater than in tie precedisg
raar, ' &

Yo pernit & stiil further exgausion of the progres in the
drought-sirjcken stobtes and so provide additionsl opporSuaisy for
ewployesnt of faruers to the sxtent posslbie under the Mh%ﬁ
fews, Lhe Secretary of igricuiturs spportionsd the 1532 furde on
Feptesber L lswt, sdvanciag by several months the noras}l dste of
sooartiomment,

The Federsl-alé resd las stipulates $hat st lesat 978
cents of every Vederal doller sppempristed must go 40 the con~
wirnetion of the resds - t¢ pay for the secesssry lebor and materi-
ale smployed. fol mors tham 24 per semt csm Do used for adwinfstre-

tive purposes by the Buresw of Public Hosds.
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The law slse caprsfully defings the method by which the
sporocri stions shall be divided swong the States; spd presaribes
thet the momey smstl be oxgended for the laprovement of the
eountry's woet {uportant rosds which make up the Federal aid
aywben,

b Lav undsr which the ¥Federsl-sid road eork is carried
s bhus glves s three-fold assursnce to the LaXpayer:

Firet, that the momsy appropristed w1l go slwost

gutirely ints the aotusl construction of rosds;

Seeoud, that all “tates »iil benefit iz & defimite

proportien; sad

Third, that the Federsl expenditure will not be wastefully

distridbuted but wili be coufined to the inprovemsmt of

cur most faportant rosds,



