o MacDonald's Talk at the Bleniry
Sesslon of 6th International Road
songress, Washington, D. C., Constitution Hall.

The Sixth International Road Congress has now become - mmn
possessed of apirit, charaster and splemdid p.mmwm tur «
%0 the advanement of the major bussn esuses whieh, without o z eptio
‘largely dependent upom ceasily available and eccmoumieal an
“Phis inaugural with its promise of worthwhile scoomplishment is a!;r
‘j”uble becsuse of the heritage of sincere purpose, . ef national hospii
of personal friendship, of guidance by the officers of the .
‘pationsl Asseciation ef Road Congresses, of M MM’Q /
wﬁ international cooperation extended by Mﬂwu and mm {
vepresentative of tha nations of the world, all of whish hw& Mu m
-mm measure wrought into the structure of the five recsdin .
. gresses. Esach one of these Congresses, with ita individuality m m
sdvance was necesssry to make this day and this occasion - esoh mm o
sade its contribution 4 What greater stifpilis o mm:m W o
m: ereative effort could be afforded the read mm. the Mghws f
_offfcials or the transportation student than the eppertunity. mm,w
Thaly fn the preceding assesblege of this body, the FAfth Istecnetises
Bosd Gongress of 1926m1¢mmmm Here he v
‘811 presanted the varyiug pioture of civilissties as mw w high-
:w transport to our imsgination :mq ok were pamitm to M tht
splendid and most moderm smtostrada from Milan to the lakes of Bowbardy .
and in coutrast the Via ipple Antiges lesding out ef Rows ~ themw
‘Ftersal.

¥e of the United States mmt hope 1o dfwmm:mm
more of transportation histery, Yet n u nat cpuusin in fmi‘ﬁ’“ﬁ_

‘have perhapas s griewance curselwves. If the Vikings Mﬂ%m nd
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had not been such transient wiszitors & if the ancestors of the delegates
from Spain had earlier contributed their earrings to start Columbus west-
ward a thousand or two years before he did, bWy this time we hope we might ;
bhave more nearly approached a solution of our road problem, or more pro-
perly, our many road problems. These we hope to atiack now with remgwed
effort and entmsiasm in conference and ccoperation with you bvegimming
with the section meetings tomorrow morning at 9 o'clock. The program is
s full ome. It will require moﬁ%evﬁtien and no little deternination to
give full conaideration to the important guestions. It is our hepe to
sxpedite the conference proceedings by carrying on the work simuitaneous-
1y in the four officilal langusges and we seek in advance your cooperation
and perhaps your patience until the system is working smoothly. Your
presence at the time for opening each session will be most helpful,

This little word of friendly exhortation to remind us all of the
serious purposes of the Congreszs and to record the need for an asosler-

ated pace in advancing ths science of highway improvement and administra~

tion falls officially to the lot of my efficiemt colleague, E. ie Gawrian,
Secretary~General of the Internsiional Association of Road Congresses and
to myeelfl as Secretary-General of this Congress.

With this dutly disposed of and having tims placed the outcome on the
"Enees of the Gods™, 1 turn for the closing word to the wmmllar Pleasant
privilege of greeting you delegates and gueats from all the other countries,
in the name and the spirit of those whose thoughts and efforts are M%M

to the improvement of the public highways of the country. Since this is the ,

first time the Congress has come to this western sontinent, may I brosde :

this %o extend a most cordial greeting and welceme to these from n the older



continent in the name of the highway fraternity of all the Americas,

South, Central and North. Ve are most happy and honored to have you here =

wast of the Atlantic and east of the Pacifiec Oceans.



