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By the federal-aid Road Act , passed la 1916, hhe S©**aWi* 

established tha uew Federal po l i cy o f fiaaacial participatiea 

with the States la th© coastruetloa of roada. fine act o f 1916 aaa 

aaended la 1931 so aa to restr ic t the use o f the Fades*! fund* to 

the laproveawat of * definite system of aaia interstate aad iater-

eouoty roads, 'kuowa as the Federal-aid system, fhe road* which 

©emprise the system haws beea designated joiatly hy th© several 

State highway departseats aad the Secretary of Agriculture aad 

aow total ia the Salted States as a whole 193,049 al l ies . 

The appropriations provided annually by Coagrwaa to aatch 

corresponding funds of the States a re apportioned aasoag a l l States 

and the Territory o f Hawaii in accordaac* with a formula laid dowa 

by the federal law. which specif ies that the money i s to h* divided 

in proportioa to the area, populatioa, aai mileage o f r a m i poet 

roads in ©aoh state. 

fhe au» apportioned to each State 1* iastedlately available 

for a l io tout to th* iaprovemaat o f portions Of th* 

system withia the Stat*. Under .the proviaioae o f tiie la* ths 

federal Sovarmeat pays any amount up to ataviaUf tha eo«t of th* 

wore within a specified tmxSmm mm which 1* or*ia**iiy $15,000 ' 

per ®i ie , but which uadar certain exceptional aajmauataaeaa- .amy 

be increased to $36,000 per a l l * . • 
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For several years past taa Federal appropriation* 

authorized have been $75,000,000 annually. With & vie* to 

providing additional opportunity for th© taiflploytaent of labor 

the authorisations for the ourreat f iscal year aad the two 

succeeding years have been increased to $125,000,000. Pennsylvania*• 

portion ©f those funds is $5,534,512 fo r the current year aad will 

be sp: ro.xiiuc-.tely the same amount for th© two years following* 

Although the appropriates authorised for th© next f iscal 

year would not normally he apportioned until January f i rs t next, 

the Secretary of Agriculture, prompted by the desire to do every

thing possible to give amployneat to persons who have suffered 

from tae prolonged drought recently announced that he would apportion 

th® next year's funds on ^epteaber 1. This will enable the various 

States to proceed at once with projects approved by ths Secretary, 

i f the States themselves ar® able to finance the whole cost of th* 

work until the actual expenditure o f the federal funds beoostes 

possible under the law on July 1, 1931. At that time the State* 

will be reimbursed by the Government for the aaount of the f*dex*l 

share of the eost which they have advanced. 

fhe construction of the federally aided roads Is carried 

out under tha ian*di*ta direction of the State highway departaeats ' 

subject to the approval of the Secretary of Agriculture acting 

through the Bureau of Public toad*. The plaae for al l work are, 

of course, submitted to the Bureau aad tha Secretary for approval 

before work is begun. 

http://ro.xiiuc-.tely
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Up to Juae 30 laet thi* eeep#**tieo ia ro*4 building m*mm* 

the States nml th* nation had reeulted in taa ian»rovea*u* of m o m 

t i*s tfS.occ* Bile* o f taa oooatxy'* »o*t laportast rasal hSj^aafa. 

Tha portioa of tha F*da«*l-«U «y*t*a ia Feaaa^wMft* 

laoladaa &,48"? a l i a * , of e&tah 'dtMl allot have tho* far r*a*i**4 

federal aeetetaaee. Of th* mileage thua Umtmrmm 27A ail** mmtm 
aided storing th* past y«*r; aad on Jua* 80 thar* • * » uaawr oaaatrmiB* 

tton %M »lia* a»4 approved for tsmpsdlate oeawtraettea &f a l ia* 

additional. 

Ta* i iBW«l a i l « a « e in Peaaeylvaal* inelud** 157 all** o f 

»od drained e*rth roada, 11 mil* a of *arf*o*»tr*at*d Bm«ad*a>t 

8 alt«a af bltaalaous mmmmm, 98 ail** of bttnataaa* eaaerata, 

k,'JM s l t i i of eeaaat eonarat*, aad 39 aile« of bloek pavsaaat*. 

ia MUiitlea to whloh thera are btrli«©t aad their approaehae totallia* 

'c »il4i in length* 

th* total ao»« of all *ed*r*i~ald road* completed la 

*eaaeylv»at* darts* the paet year aae $15,902,009, of which tha 

Federal i a t i fwi t t paid I4,d»f,if8. m June 3© there aa* a balance 

currently authorised f*d*ral fuade allotted to th* Stat* aad 

«»tlll available for sea eoaetruatloa aaaaatia* to $1,083,377. 

3oaer**t County la aell « M T * 4 by the Fed*»l~ald aystaa, 

thar* hmim f i * a route* radiating froa Seaaraat. and loute U.S. 30 

»s*«ia*- across th* aertfaaa half of th* eouaty. Ml 0 f thia mileage 
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aot already improved ia now under construction end applications far 

the use of Federal aid in tne further improvement ef loute U.S. 30 

_ pad of three of the routes entering Somerset have been approved, toy 

the Federal Governccent. 


