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4y Thomas H. ¥aeTonrld, Chief,
Bursau of Poblic Sosds
Te T» Departient of sgriculiure.
“file “nshington masy not have trod wsuch of the ground
on whleh the “Youut Vernon “emorisl Highwsy is belng constructed
snd which iz to be dedicated to nim in 1832, he es=s thorcughly
farilisr with the grestsr portion of tne weterfront slong which
i1t =ill sireton.  For it was ois custow to irsvel Ly boad from
Ygunt Yernon to itlexandris for suppliss saud %o ibingdon Ea&s@,l
naifesy betesen Tzanington end ilexapdriz, to visit the Stusrie.
Y¢ knew & grenmt porsion of ke river frout to be marshy lowland,
inunisted by several inlets. We k¥mew other portions to be gently
r5iling country with cecasionel high veinte. On wuceh s point

the ¥anelon House etmode,znd on suother 4Ablngdon House, for the

parchose of which ¥ashington conducted the negotistions for %&r&kg ﬁ_r7
gon, Jobm Parkae Custis, shen he merried the much desired Ei@gaar‘:
Tmivart.

"hen traveling by horsebsck or carridze from Yount Yermon
to Georgetown, Tsshingtom used tue rosd. wmown ae the ¥ing's v
Pighwny to tlezsndrie, snd then the old Georgetown voad, ferrytgg g‘:’
acroge the TFolomac pear Ynson's mow inslesten Island., Or he
?&rrieﬂ tﬁa 7otonse nesy Yount Yernon spd travelsd inp %arylaaﬂk

through Blsdensiurg to Ssorgetown.




The Xemorial Fighwsy, which the Buresu of mxm n
is constructing under Congressionel authority, d%;tﬁ#fﬁﬁﬁ
ton Memorisl Bridge on folumble Island and follows &%ﬁ”ﬂw
for fifteen wiles to Yount Yernon. It is part of a bemab
drive from the Yaryland State line through Eock;ﬁraok.ﬁﬁﬂ
through Potomae Park snd along the Potamuc, passing KMmmu
historie alaxanérig it will bs opaned to travel im am
the bl-centennial celebration of the birth of ﬁaﬂhﬁﬂg&ﬁm.

The right-of-wsy for the highwar will have a. sinin

width of 200 feet for practically the emtire auam*m
denigned w#ith long essy curves. The grades rise snd fﬂ}
#ith the natural roll of the hills. 7o provide for mﬁ
lation sud unlnterrupted flow of traffic, gracefully ﬂﬁij
grade separstion structures with liversl spproach smmeﬁ
have been plupned. (rade croseings have been anmma
practically all important intersecting thﬂxmhfwu; mm
through the bullwup sections of ¥ashington strest in &lou
whers sll crose streets will be msde "full-stop” hmhmﬂ
intersections. At minor access connections, fisred éawﬁﬁ
rosdways have besen introduced. ﬁ@#»iéﬁm&h area of land
being scquired betwsen the hignway sud the river which cmx
aewla;‘m& into park ressrvations for recrestion and am;sam

the pabklic.
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e highesy crosses five estusries om nydrsulic fills and
oridges. At intersecting rosdis there sre thres undsrpssses snd
tso overnesees. Thess sridges are simple and digoified in dﬁlgji.
411 sre reinforced concrate srches, faced with nstive stone, laid
in random bond.

st “ount Vernon, provisilon hae Leen made for parking 350
osessnger cars and 50 busses in formsl arrangement at one time,
s<nd for additionsl parking spescs for overflowe on pesk days.

"me Vemorial Fighway bagins st the ¥ewmorial Bridge on |
~3lumbla Island from which a fine view is obtainsd of the bridge,
sad of Lincoln Hemorisl snd ¥asbington Yonumsnt sorows the
fotomac. o the Yeet is Arliogton cemetery with the old hose
of Les, the ampnithester and the grave of the Unknown Soldier
within Lte confines. Irossing CToluwbla Island and Boundary
Chanuel Jrldgs, the highwsy passes undisr & mew Lridge structure
south of the Wighway iridge which ztructure is gus of the =oet
atitractive grede severstion units sver designed. The bridge m
four raeps, sermitting sn esey sud comtinusus flow of traffic
in four directione, and eliminating all left-hand tarns.

Continuing uvnder the Yailrosd Bridge, vhose sbutzants rest
Gn ground known ss Alsxsader's Islent is Fashington's day, bnt | |
¥hich hss long since been joined to the meinland by a ﬁl,;i; *:%v :;-;ff

Toute rounds Graveliy Tolmt, crosess Nosches Pun snd ﬁé}liﬁ#ﬁ %% T



rolling sroun: of Virginls, nassing through the fromt yard of
ibingdon, the cirthplacs of Fellle Custis, the adopted daughter
af Warths sod Gsorpg, snt the home of the Stuarts. Just bayond

is Four Mile %un, spamnsd oy a £111 snd pridge. [t wos st Youro¥ild
dun that *&ﬁﬁlﬁgt@ﬁ parchassed grovad in 1775 and surveyed it in
1785,

At the north end of Slexsndris, the bighesy Pollows the
causl bed of the 21d Alexsudria Zansl, saglueersd snd cossiructed
by “sshington. 1t follows “eshingbon street through Alexendris,

8 town replete wlth semoriss of the first President. Beyond
flexandris, the rosd crossss Huunbing freek on a fill awd bridge,
and coutinuse on to ¥elitugton, Virginia, where lived Teblas lesr,
‘mehingbon'e segretary. [t costinues to follow the Potomse
through Port Huapt, sad on to Little Fuating Creek. Juat %gfﬁr§ 
reaching the Creek it enters what wse origizally s sectien of
‘ashington's eatate, %he'part he cellsd the %ﬁek, Al@ag,ﬁﬁaﬁxgﬁ
sreek Yeshimgton hunted fox w»ith such cronies ss Lord snd Colonel
Feirfax, Phil and Tosert slexsnder, Yumphrey Peske, Jshn‘%éﬁlay,,
Lund veshington, Tolonel Hessett, Taptein Posey and others.

Yers ke wlse shot mallerde, bald foces sed the blue g&ﬁ&yi«alwk
tlong the shores of the Potomwee be fished all the way f#@mﬂﬁaw& 

Hunt to the Vansisn Houke.
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ieross funtimg Creek 185 the ¥ansion House fars on whose
nigh point the house in walch Washimgton lived from 1747 to 1779
still stands 2nd where the Yemorial Highway ende.

"he first contrzet for work on the highway was for ripreap
foundetion walis for hydraulic fills tetween Coluwbia Islaznd and
the “allroad Bridge 2nd wos let atout the widdle of 3&§&¢#&¢r; 1839,
Thiz work nas been comnleted me well as the cofferdsa for the peaw
rhutment to tue Highway Bridge. k

Two nydrsulic dredges owned vy tne “er Uspartzent and
opersted under the dirsct supervision of the ?}*iatrlct‘&ffitsa of
the Tarps of Ynglneers, 5.0, Aray, are now puseing sssd and
gravei into tns fills st Four Milefun, and vetween &ﬁlﬂmhi#
isleusd and the “gilroad Fridge. The nydrsuiic work is about
twenty per cent couwpleted. | 7

Bine for the grading, draimege end incidental construction
have baen regeived oy the furesy. Elde for bridge gnri ggx;jg.',I’

racelved on Februsry 20.
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