
3? Cboaaa ?<. Macfcousld, Chief, 
:->uroau of fab l ie noed* 

TJ. Department of Agriculture. 

'-*hlie vsehiagtoa ®'<y aot have trod nuch of the ground 

on which the l*ouat ?eraoa '4eoor iel • Highway is being eoaetructed 

and which is to be dedicated to him ia 183?, ha was thoroughly 

fami l iar with the greater portion of to* **.t«rfroat along which 

i t will etretch. Far i t was uie eustoss to tr*w*l by boat from 

«fouat Veraoa to Alexandria for supplies aad to ibingdoa House, 

halfway betw**a tfaehlagtoa *ad Uexaadrla, to wi*it th* St««Tt*. 

Be has* a great portion, of th* river frorit to be marshy lowised, 

lnun-J&ted by several inlets. He Vaew other portion* to be gaatly 

roll ing country with occseioael high -points. On each a point 

th* w*a*ioa House etandw.aad oa a.aoth*r Abingdoa Sou**, for th* 

purchase of which f**hiagtoa coaducted the negotiation* for ¥*rth» 

*oa, Joha Parke Castle, *h*a h* serried th* awch iesired tl**aar 

C a i w t . 

%®s traveling by hor**b*ekr or carriage fro® ¥ouat feraoa 

to Oeorgetowa, *a*hiagtaa u**d the ro*4 kaowa a* the King's 

p'lfhwR.y to .siexandrls, and th**. the old 5««r$*towa road, ferrylag 

aero** th* Potomac ae*r ¥a*ea'* a** £n*lo*t*a Iftlaad. Or h* 

ferried the Potomac near **o*at Yeraoa aad traveled l a »arylaad 

through Biad*a*ourg ta iS#0r^#to«. 



The Memorial Highway, which th* Surest, of Public IN 

ie eouetrucUng trader Cwagreeaieuel authority, sterte at i 

ton Meswrial trid#e on Columbia Islaud and folleee tha F*M 

for fifteen «ile» to vount feraoa. It la part of a beaut: 

drive froa the ^arylaad Stale line through lock Creek part 

through Potoatac Park end along the Potossse, pausing throu< 

historic ,a«*«adri«. ft will fee opened ta trawel ia time 

the bl-ocateuulal celebration of the birth ef *aehlftf»e*. 

fhe rifht-af-w for the highway will have * wdata 

*ldth ef 300 feet fer practically the entire distance, «al 

iesigned eita long easy curves. Ihe grades rise and fall 

with the aatural.roll af the hill*. f& provide for easy « 

latioa sud ualaterrupted flew of traffic, gracefully deal| 

grade eeparation structures elth liberal approach coaaectl 

have beea pieased. Grade croeelnge have beea el lata*ted i 

oractically all important interesting thoroughfares, exec 

through the buildup sections of taehlugtea etreet ia Aiexc 

where all eroee etreett will be made "full-etop* boulevard 

intersection*.. At minor access connections, flared or aid 

rmdww* have bees introduced. Considerable area of laud 

beln« acquired between the highway aad the river which C M 

developed late park reservations for recreetton aad enjoy*, 

the public. 
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m# highway crosses fire MtotfU" h y d r e m i c ftttt 

bridges. At Intersecting roeds there aro three uaderpeeeee «a4 

two overpeeeee. bridges a-* simple aad d igni f ied in deel*a. 

Ail sre reinforced concrete «.rch«s, faced with native etoue, l a i d 

in rondos* bead. 

At s»ount Vernon, provision km bee© ew»de for p»rttiig 3®0 

oaeeenger cere aad 60 busses la ferewi ®.rr*s#e»«ftt #*. «*»•. %t«e* 

sod for eddltionel parking space for »rer#k**e as peek dear*. •, 

*fee Memorial Fighwey begins at the Veewrlal Bridge ©a 

"oluebia Island froa which a f lae view is oefaiisid of tfet hri*g*» 

end of Lincoln Memorial end faehington Moooseeai acroee the 

: otomae. To the "est is Arlington e««setery with the o ld h&m 

of Lee, the emehlthe&ter and the grave of the Unknown Soldier 

«italn l t« confines. Crossing Columbia leland and Socosdery 

Channel Bridge, tae hl«h*»y peeeee under e ae* bridge structure 

•*«»fe of *h* Highway .Bridge which structure l e mm af the ammt 

attractive grade separation units ever designed, me teri%« hats 

fsiur tmpnt permitting en easy «n4 eeafclaMu*. flow of t r a f f i c 

i s four directions, aad eliminating a l l left-head t a m e . 

Continuing «»§er the $e.tlro«4 Bridge, whose eeataseBts reet 

an srea&d kaawn a® Alexeader** latea* la ?a«Ma«%oa<s a«r» but 

which has loaf *la©# eeea Jola** to the- e » U U » * s*r * t i l l , th® 

r o u t « r o ' a a d » Srwel iy Feint, ereeeet i # * e h « . * » « d f . U m n » 
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rol l ing grouni of f l rglola , patting through th® froat yard of 

Abtngdoa, the clrthplsce of Seilie Coatla, to* adopted daughter 

af Varth« &a& George, mi the bests of th® Stuart*. Just beyond 

is Four Mile ?..ua. $paaa<*d oy a f i l l wad orldg*. It «a* at *our«- H i 

•;;ua that ^eebingtoa purchased groual ia 17T8 aad surveyed i t la 

1785. 

At the aorta end of .Uexaadrta, the highway f o l l o w the 

canal fe*d of the old Aiexeadrla Caa&l, eagiaeered aad caaatruciad . 

by :%£hlngton. I t follows -if&ehiagtoa • treat thrcugh Alexft&dria, 

a town replete with asesorte* of the f i rs t Preeldeat. Seyaad 

Alexandria, the road crosses hunting Creek on a f i l l aad bridge, 

aad coutiaue* on to Wellington, nrgiaia . where lived ?abi*t X+ar, 

'^asulagtoaU secretary, tt coatiaaec to f o l i o * th® !>o%o«ae 

through *ort Suat, aad on to Little fuatiag Creek. JFaat eefara 

reaching the Creek It eaters what wee originally » eectloa of 

^aahiagtoa'e eetate, the part he celled the feck, aleag Huntiag 

Creek Waehlagtoa feasted fox with auch create* a* I»Ofd aad €oioa*l 

Ffcirf**., Fhil aad ?.oe«rt Aiexaader, »osjphrey F*ek*. Joha Mauley, 

iuad eshlagtoe. Colonel a****ttf Captain Fotey aad ether*. 

'Here he also shot tsallards, 'aaid feces m& the blue #tsg teal. 

Aloag the shorts of tb* Petonac he fished a l l tha way tm* fort 

Huat to *hs Houae. 



Across Hunting Crook is tb© Mansion »©»«# fer» em whoee 

nigh point tho house in which Washington l ived trm 1 W to VP& 

s t i l l stands and where tho Memorial Wignway ends. 

hs f i r s t cor.tr: ct for'worir on the highway was for riprap 

foundation walls for hydraulic f i l l s between Colombia Island and 

the Railroad Bridge and was let about the middle ef September, 1939. 

this *ork ha* been co*pisted as t e l l as th® eofferds-a for the sew 

abutasent to the Hgh**y Bridge. 

•Two hydraulic dredges,:owned by the '«ar Bepartsemt and 

operated under the direct super wis ion of 'the District Office o f 

the <?orpe of Engineers, U.S. Army, are now pulping eftad and 

gravel Into the f i l l s &t Four Mile Sua. aad Oetween Columbia 

Island aad the HaUroad fridge, fhe hydraulic work t» asoat 

twenty per cent coau-lefced. 

Bids -for -the grading* dr»inag« fend incidental constraction 

save been received by th* bureau, l ids far bridge work wil l be 

received oa February 20. 
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