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activitien of the Buresn of Pubdlis Kosds in 1928 st 1909
By Thos. B, ¥YeaDonnld, Chief sf Buress.

kosd sonstruction oparstione on tbe Yederni-afd Dighway
system usier the Jolnt supervislon of the Fedoral Buress of mﬁh
kpide snd tho State highuay dspartaents added o the mey

during the lgat year.
tnproved wilesge & Sotsl of 85,184 wiles,/ During the e p

adi¥snced sbages of constructlion were completed on 2,014 wiles of ey f,:
the systse praviously lepreved o soms degres.

At the close of the yesr the ronds jwproved by the caoperst .

ing Tedersl end tele suthoritiss swounted to 72,304 wmiles, the ’
resull of slaven yours speretion wider the Tederel-sld plem. WidR
the sxception of a fev husdred stles, luproved defore the tmm
wae sdopted 4a 1941, all of this wilesge 1s included in the Mem-n
add highwey syetee of zalv tntereiale snd interosunty rouds, H &

The sysiew msbroces ¢ Yolel of nesrly 163,000 mzn of m ff'_l
country's maln arteries, s2d 1y belng lemroved se rag&&m mm :
s¥allsble Utate zud natlonsl fusds will persit. in ﬂﬁit&m W L

the lmprovemsats carried out with the ald of the Federal @maw
seat, the State highwey departments hove comclietsd the W#
of st leset on equrl milesge with their owp funds: mad It ie m
cated thet ut lesst 150,000 wiles of the systes have at this time

heen Leproved to some degres.
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Yore bridges were improved eith Tedersl sssistanss durisg
the lest year ihas in any year sincs the Pedersl«sld poliey was
adopted. Mors Shan 1500 bridges, esch wore than 20 feet i %m
and soms, Tith thelr aporosches, apwsrds of & mile leng, were coN-
pleted during the fiscsl year. The aggragate lengih of these
aemnleted bridges wos over 54 milas: mnd 5t the close of the W ‘
other bridges under construction msde up » total of nearly 68 miles.

The Bursau ie urging State Bighwsy sfficinls ts take full |
sdvantage of the Pederal sesistasce in vridge Wuillding a2 owe m '
of maeting the nesd for expemeive stractures over large lim
sal #0 avoldiag the evils of priwste iall Wridge somtruction.

The Yedersl lew mos versits employment of Pederal eppropei-
ations to pay Balf the cost of bridges balit by the Mates, asd
gpereted se public toll bridges for the lengih of tlme Mﬁtﬁw
o pey the Stale's share of the oost. By pablie mtmﬁ” M ,
eperniion the necessary bridges can bhe provided at xmr gwggg '
the traveling pudlic. bscwuse of lover imtersst rates avsilable
to the padblic agencles, lower costs of msglnsering, grester W
t1tion for building contrasts, md the ol 'simetiom of Wailders
prafits, | | |

The Buresw of Fublic Kesds has taken e stremg stasd fa

spposition S0 the Turther constvuetiss of toll bridges, 3

therein by the evidense of widespresd sotivity ssong gmgm :



seeking to reap & profit from the public ilwprovemmmt of the rosds
leading to potentisl bridge sites.

Of grestest interest {in the HBuresu's ressarch work of the
past year were the highway planning survey msde in the metropolitan
ares of Cleveland: the test of & full-siwed voncrete arch bridge »

over the Fes Dee Hiver in Norih Oarolinme; and the experiments with

methods of rosd construction w=hick can de applied at low cost f’dézf : S

the improvement of bhundreds of thousands of miles of losal m i

on which the traffic is so light that an expeneive improvement |
could not be justified,

The Clevalend survey outlined s plan of suburbsn road m&
street development for a 10-year period in Curshogs County and | |
adjecent counties tridutary to ths city of Clevelsnd. Theplan
includes the Building of a viaduct over sn indusirisl sesotion, the
construction of beit highways sround the sity, the al&mmtm M’

traffic bottle-pecks al polivis where present kmvyntrnﬂ'ie wm

converge, and oidber luwproveneants which 18 is mxmm wili mxm

the serious condition of congestion that has a«ﬂm 1”:‘:% 4 L

Glevelnnd srven.

The planning survey is mueh move then lowslly m«mmﬁg;

The conditions et Clevelsnd are Guplicabed in the wmwm of t
wumber of other large cities, mnd $he Clevelsnd repsri, wifch m :
Just been pablished »ill be resd with imterest by city smd mt«m =

highwsy plammers in sll paris of the country.
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The Yorth Carolina bridge test is the largest and west use- |
ful test of the mort that has ever been mede. The observations
made of the behavior of the long consrete srch uw&cr,m Ry
times heavier than ordimary traffic loads have my&iﬁ & long
sought check upon the theory of design used by englueers ix plan-
ning such bridges: and bave polnted out a mumber of wayw tn%iﬂh .
economies may be introduced in ithe design. | 'k

The probdleme of road building to which serious &tmﬁhﬁ
must be given in the immedlate future taclude the slimisstios of
railread grade crossings according to an socelerated program; the
seperation of intersecting highwey grades on ilmportest hesvy-traffis
arteries mnf the lerger citlise: the widening of the main thorough-
feres in metropolitesn sress te 40 feet: the development ‘ﬁ:t ehaap
methods of lmprovement apolicable to light-traffic lossl resds;
the removal of unsightly and often daageroue bill boards from the
rosdsides; =nd the plaating or preservetion of sative %M and o
shrube along the roeds in order to improve the stirsstiveness su ;
well &8 the usefulness of the highways. Aleug all of these lines
the Bureau of Pudlic Eosde will lend its assistanse to the Giata

highway depertments during the coming year.



