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The Highway Departments Turn To Besuty
By Thos. B, H¥scDonald,
Chief of the Burean of Public Bosde,
U.8, Department of sgriculiure
Four major movements are needed to besatify aod m the
usefulness of the highways. They are: First, the complete elimine-
tion of commercial advertising signs sot only those within the rightf

of ways but those on private property alomg the right of m#
the removal of oil filling stations, "hot dog" ond lunch stands and
rosdside markets that encrosch upon the right of weys, smd regelatien
of the distance from right of ways at which sush establishuents mey
be located on privete property; third, the plaating of trees and
shrobs along the rosdsides; and fourth, the location, desigm, M
construction of the highwaye in such manner as to preserve the sadural
beauty of e countryeide,

fuile the mejority of States more or less rigidiy regulate
billbosrd erection within the highwsy lisits, sush regulation only
tends to foree the signa off the right of ways ente sdjeining private

property. Thare they are concentratsd at curves snd sl and 'ﬁi;; |
intersections bessuse such locations - tie most dsnge

ous possidle -
are the most faverable for displsy purposes. That they nave resained
ss long &8 they hsve se a menace Lo mﬁaﬁsﬁ;wm&mtw% :
landseape fe a mational dlmgrace. | | |
A growisg resentasmt against this Ssgrase is mifest fa ﬁn |
{increasing strength of the oppositien by women's clabs, aﬁw M
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patriotic erganizations. These organizstions bave mﬂ

sctive in appealing to the lawmokers uof the SSates and tn - ‘
proper repulation to forece the billbeards off the B8 m m
them off. They are now joined by newepapers and W -mm*
which are taking up the battle in their adiserial solumas.
Produgers of some of the better products w¢ m«um m

becoms convinoced of the falrness of the nrotesds regls sred

have ordered their signe off, o
A surprisiagly few States have mpeaifie 1%‘&*%& ing
the erection of oil filling statiens, "ot deg" wnd luneh m M
rosdside markets. 4 few prohibit them on the right of ways and W :
quire State licennes for thelr operatien, A large Mw m«hm
20 specific laws do keep thew off the right of ways w mmm
thetr right of jurisdiction within the resdway limits.
Tn soae ftates the lerge oil ssspanies have oneperstes wuh
the State kighvay departwests by kesping thelr sm;m !‘ﬂ’ ,
"m o t,{ affie by #

fros the right of ways %o prevent edatrustt
hicles that step for wolor wupplies. M o , e dans
that a ressonable regeprd for the publie m m ot
nesss for the etations, i |
For s wasker of years, woman's ¢lubs, and ﬁﬂﬁ
organizations in some of the States have been mmmm e
lation governing roadside plemting. am‘ iss L
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cogperatsd as much as they were sble; tut the lows of most of G
States do not permit ihs expenditure of highway funds for the purposs.
However, as the desuSiffcation idea gains momentum, State laws will
doubtlees be amended to take ears of this present lack. On May 21,
1838, an omendment %o the Pederal Fighwny Act wes passed grenting
permission %o use Pederal funde for waysids plamting of trees sn the
Federal-atd highway sysboem,

In a few States organized atteation is given to rondsids
beautification. The Kasseclusetls Department of Public Works is eme
powered by law to make resdside Laprovements, the work imeluding sweh
planting, replacements, sod care as may be necessnry., %hem & rond is
1&&& oot as & State highway, ﬂ is genarally uade Mﬁa&m&w wide
to provide an aves on sash ﬂﬁu of m traveled portion for roedside
improvement., MNe tree, shrud, or plast within such s bigbway ean ’n
 ad  without & permit from the highway

cut, removed, of new ones adde
department, o | ,

Gonnacticut has & lendsenp
cut the whole State. It u
the next twe years L% expi - pend \
bridge siuamimmm&imﬁm of ways.

Californis has some mmwﬁws on whieh mm
been planted, The Biate Bas M made a survey of ardes wwmt %
to the roadways, whish cen % besutified by m ?MM%& #f W N
vines, The survey slso insiuded the trestmest of zatursl growt

M&iﬁ wiich is Wm g |
811 tress on State MW ﬁmn
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preserve and emphasise its besuty, Iz emeh of Califermiats ten high-
way distriets, sections approximately 2 badf mils lomg are being .
selacted sa model ssctions,

Dolavare for a number of years has been planting shads tvess
slong the highways where the right of ways wers wide ancugh, and hag
- planied ramdler rose bushes along presticslly all the guard reils,
An eoffort has beem made o keep the roadsides free from lLitter and
$o have thes mosn rather frequestly during the sumser season.

The State highway department of Misssuri recently insugurated
& plan for Yemiifying the highsmye. It employed an experisnced
lsndsoape arebitect and offersd his Mtim services and advige
free to any interested commnity, eivic ¢lub or patrietic erganisation,
Many of the towns Bucame interested, mnd held meetings, at which civie
and patrietis cluds assumed Wﬂﬂxﬁr for besutyfing some of the
highways. | o
A sampalgn was sles started to imterest thcmncfmu |
camps, filling statiens and m m m mwm of their pr
adjasent to the Mgwngs. The el minm*t if
Misseori are attempiing to i&mﬂ te of rursl districts with
s vier to fhe lsndsesping of schoel yards. & mumber of lmud ewmers
have inguired of the depsrtment M mmm«ﬁmm

In Tiscomsin, the Siate Mgy department iz plaaminsg e M |
trees alomg new projests wheve old trees have Leen desirg the ex- s
penss te be met with construstion fusds. By sterting in ‘bt -
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way, the State hopes that the legislaturs will see the mmiw m
this kind of work and establish a separste feparimsnt to WM M» ;
Towa has 2 bill before the State legidlature MW the mninte-
w |
way in & neat and attrsetive condition, 1nsluding nlanting slong the

panse of primary rosds will inelude msiotensnas of the entire ¥,

roadsides.
In Kenbucky, the State higtwey department bas Wm with

the 3tate forester and with hortioultursl sccisties with a %Wh ;

obiaining trees snd shrubs to be plunted and sared for by the o

deparizant,

To Hevads, the State highway offieisls wre taking s horticul-
turist over the Stale fo Yry te Tormmlate some plan by which the
highvays may be beantified, |

In the semi-arid reglons of the Southwent, tree M m
cen only be planted iv the irrigeSed valleys and then euly to &
limited extent. Sesutificatlen of roadsides L Hhese sestfons oes-
sists in keeping thes free of litter, | s ;

In the Dekotas, snd neighbering States,where siow fall is
heavy, all that ean be dons towrd besstificstion 1s o suseursge
the cutting of weeds snd bushes snd & genersl eleasing wp of the .
property along the highways. To plsat tress or vines within the o
right of ways would sense obstruction of ¥bw veads 1o wister hr
drifted snow,
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In several States, women's clubs, ¢ivis and patrictie orgmo~
iszatione hsve agreed (o furnieh trees and shrubse for-plasting 1f the |
State highway department will plant and take care of them, In sowe of
theee 3tates, the departmsnts have secured permissios frem land owaers
to plant trses on property adlascent to the roads,

Bighway engineers are now giving such greatser consideration than
formerly to the development of road location so ns to Dring eut asd
preserve the natural besuty of the locality, sad to supplement 14 by
landsecaping dsvices mhere it is usturally defieient, This considerstion
of the sesthella vieepolint is vartioulsrly notiegsble in the new road
locations devaloped fu the national parks and forests By tha Burean of
Fuablie Poads, the Zstional Park Servics and the Poregt Service, 3But
the prineiple is rapidly being adepted so far as practiesble iz the
fmprovement of ceunty snd State highways. ;

In the constrastion of higheays mush can be dome to rreserve '
and emhance the natural bsauty by latelligemt elearing of the right et‘

ways %6 ab 0 Save spocimen tress aud develop vistes of mﬂhm

msgnificence. Bridges and culverts esn be buili te hermenize with :

the general charsster of the lsndscape, |
After the road hag been built, much ean be done by iﬁitiiimk

planting wader the supervizion of the State highwsy commienions, Osre

aust be axercised, momever, %o avoid ebstrusting the view of inbersest-

ing rosds, usnecsssary imterference with the cultiveation of sdjesent ﬂ

farm land, sed vlsnting effects forelgs to the natural cherascter uf

the locality.



