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Approximately 26.000 miles is tho estimate of tho 

roads to he constructed this i^ar under tho supervision of 

tha Stats highway departments. Probably more than 21.000 

miles will be on the Federal-aid highway system, and scrae-

*-iUit "NBC t.-r/ \<i2f a-* 'i_i:. ir^-o^^LM!'', -.'ill be ccrrie^i 

on «It. Vu,r ) . 5 - • " -v- , . *_ J u<10u to i:"ia iooeral-

aid sys , X . \ t • . Ii. . u c* \ ,;? to*? initially 

improved »v - c >** «i<* ii'- 100,OuO ,tilut«, la .•'.ir.," only 

55,000 sils-? cu I ' .L : (ox:. tvv... far co i * i ^ r « L t o a to be 3GB~ 

struol-v.^ In o-"<?." io co^r:loli f * initial improvement of 

the system. 

More rapidly than most of m realise the main high

way system of tha IMted States is being brought to a 

condition of continuous improvement. Is are still a long 

way from the condition that will ultimately be required 

but we ara movi.:? toward It rt a surprisingly rapid rata* 

Roa&j WE are ncr- improving with gravel and other loâ tjfpa 

surfaces will eventually have to be further improved* 

Harrow present surfaces will need widening; bridges salon 



suffice for the present will nma replacement; grade 

crossings tol&r.a.t3?l in tte initial Improvement Must fee-

la*© r eliminated? aim the whole system as originally 
constructed mast ba combed over to root out of it the 
danger places, the conization breeders, and-ths failures 
of one sort or another inevitable in a construction no He 
of such magnitude * Thas& are refining processes and 
they will continue indefinitely; "but the fact remains 

tict iiv ocr - L:1 ; s >~o - i - t ..e tiers itUen we 
sLill ! vuve , >'iOL'«,.; *to .o.v. o'. u 5.* <*'vate ana inter
state ci ; --ir c- . J oa-nou.; u scat aerree at 

least, and all of II under maintenance by the State M i d 

way departments* 

Son" i(w of it*% preson' condition can be gained 
fro® ths lore- cf Tisit td Jt: tea hipfiway systea now 

being comxilHL, T . ~ o - ; i o <G, for o sample, the mist-
continent route which runs from Atlantic City to San 
Francisco* Testward from its eastars terminus this road 
passes through .ilniceton, h tliimore, Vaeelln^, Columbus, 

CMo, Indianapolis, it* ionis, i-unsas City, fopeteaad 
Manhattan, Kansaa, -t -:hia;-> point it divides into 40 2;©rth 
and 40 South, and takes the two courses to Lissom, Colorado* 
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From Atlantic City to 3W Marys. Kansas* just "beyond 

Manhattan cm 40 Korth, a distance of 1,302 mile®, their® 

is continuous pavemant* Tm bells of St. Marys signal 

the end of the hard surface, but portend no great diffi

culty for the trawler* The pavement ends but the read 

beyond through Idiaon, 'Denver, Salt Lake City* .SUoe, lav*.* 

and Auburn and Sacramento, -Calif*, to San Francisco, ia 

mostly gravel surfaced aad graded*, with pavement again 

from Auburn to the terminus, and even the small miloage 

unimproved is for the most part under efficient blade 

grader maintenance* Cataloging the present condition of 

this road we find that 51 per sent of its 3,220 Biles ia. 

paved, 15 per cent is gravel surfaced aad the remainder 

is graded and drained or unlnproved* 

lout© 30 from Atlantic City to Portland* Ore*, is 

improved to a sosBwhat higher degree* Shis route, which 

coincides with th© Lincoln Highway from Philadelphia to 

Granger, fy©«* and follows very closely tha line of tfct 

old Oregon frail in the 7&st is 3,450 ailes long* it la 

approximately 86 per cent surfaced with gravel, bituminous 

macadam or ths higher types of paveaent • 

• Bens south the eon&inatioii of lout® 90 from Jackson

ville to fan Born, 3?ex», and Scute 80 from fan, Horn to 
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Los Angeles takes one across the continent with a journey 

of 2,640 miles. fhe route follows closely th© line of 

the Old Spanish frail and some of its sections are per

haps the oldest roads in the United States, going hack 

as they do to the Spanish occupation of Florida and the 

Southwest* 

lueh of this line in Florida is already paved, and 

the balance »OT surfaced with sand-clay is scheduled for 

immediate paving. In Alabama there is approximately 33 

miles of unimproved road which is being relocated to con

form to the line established by the Mobile bridge. Across 

Mississippi the 91 miles involved is constructed of gravel 

with intermittent paving in the vicinity of the cities* 

In Louisiana a similar condition obtains for the entire 

540 alias unless portions havs bs@n destroyed by tha Missis

sippi flood* la eastern !?exas as. extensive psving program 

has bees, in progress for four years and la being continued* 

In West fexas the first serious obstacle is encountered ia 

a considerable mileage of dirt road, maintained by county 

authorities, ehlch is difficult, if not ia^as sable, a f t e r 

protracted rains* Is Fair Mexico the line is improved with 

gravel throughout except possibly 30 miles west of ttasllla 
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Park, which is under constructionf aad the rest of the 

way across Arizona and California th© rout© is surfaced 

for the entire distance with gravel, plain or surface-* 

treated, or pavement to Los ̂ ngeles* 

She east coast route So* l f from Fort Kent* He*, 

t© Miami i s approximately 76 per cent Improved with 

sand-clay, grave 1, bituminous macadam or high-type pave

ments, and much of the unimproved earth road - all ia the • 

South - is included in the 192,7 construction program* It 

is reasonable to expect that the eatIra line will be com

pleted as an all-*eather route in time for the annual 

Florida travel next fall* 

Bonte 11 which runs from Bouses Point* 1* I*., to 

lew Orleans, i s 98 par cent surfaced with some Mni of 

surfacing varying from sand-clay to pavamsat, and the 

Z per cant remaining -will be completed in 1927* This 

route passes through Syracuse, Scran ton* Harrisburg, 

Hage»tow2if IMrtinsburc, Winchester, Bristol, Kaoxvilte, 

Chattanooga, Ssdsden, Birmingham, Meridian, and Hattleaburg; 

and is continuously improved with gravel, sand-clay, ssaoaism, 

©r higher types of surfacing from the Canadian border to 

the Georgia line* 



Kent ioniK, oul,. or.o more of THE main through routes 

and t h a t t';-5 r.o.-: eeo^Xohil- Improved of ALL - THERE ia 
Boute 9r, '-"A ?.(ri. ic "i :;.';:> y VHICH RIMS from toe Canadian 

boundary 210 *.r ~I;-INE? Z&cn* , TO Los a n g e l e s . This road la 

comple t e ly IFEPROVI>$ i.voivhout WITH high-type pare man ts 

except for approximately 100 MILES, which is improved with 
s u r f a c e - t r e a t e d gravel, immediately SOUTH of* the Oregon 

line, and much of this section, I unders tand, i s now being 

f u r t h e r improved, In combination w i t h a s e c t i o n of lento 

101, from MB ingelas to the Mexican border t h i s route is 

1569 MILES Ion/,-, J nc. it IS perhaps %lm l o n g e s t continuous 

s t r e t c h of surfaced road in the United S t a t e s . 

These or© o n l y n f w of the main through routes 

which ARE ALREADY f s r .sdvanood i n improvement• 1 have 

described THEIR PRESENT condition, not with the thought 
of furnishing' A gu ide for t o u r i s t s but merely to ihdioat© 
how near we have come to A condition of continuous im

provement . As the improved sections ©f th® through routes 

begin to draw toother tho t endency , rather strong in the 

e a r l y s t a g s of improvement, t o s c a t t e r c o n s t r u c t i o n Is 

supplanted BY the desiro TO FILL in the gaps of tbe mis 

roads and tnus complata THE through c o n n e c t i o n s , fkm 

d e s i g n a t i o n o f THE F e d e r a l - a i d ana STATE systems and mm 



recently the rrl-.c' ' i .; • .s operated to canter 

attention ana effort on the improvement of toe roads is, 

each State which contribute iaost directly to a connected 

interstate system and serve the grsatssi numbers of 

people. fhe conception of a connected extern is now 

firmly implanted is the minds of the highway authorities; 

and tha influence ot adoril Oovirnmsnt hss recently 

been directed ©Tea mor̂ > îrca;;;!;-. townrd such a concentra

tion of effort. She next two or three jears should see 

an intensive caapaipi to fill in the missing listen, and 

we m y confidently expect that by 1930 the totally unim

proved sections of the principal through routes will be 

extreraely rare if not absolutely non-existent* 

fhese interstate aad State routes are the t runic lines 

which carry the flood of traffic that flows eetweon oar 

principal cities* Into them there coaes also a heavy vol

ume of traffic from innumerable lateral connections ssrviag 

a tremendous back country* fbelr construction and s*i&» 

tenance is finaaood through the public revenaes - largely 

the direct contributions of the motorists end truefes-rs who 

use them. On the roads themselves the traveler is rarely 

asked to pay toll; but the situation with respect to the 
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bridge® is somewhat different. 

The heavy flow ©f traffic concentrated on the 

State and Federal-* id roads and the public disposition 

to provide properly for the traffic are being capital* 

ised by private corporation* which obtain franchises 

permitting them to construct and operate toll bridges* 

In many oases the Inooa* from the tolls charged en 

these bridges - s© heavy hag the traffic become - is 

snfficient to pay the cost of construction in four or 

five years? yet ths franchises under which they are 

built and operated often permit their cmers and assigns 

to collect tolls Indefinitely - forever if they wish* 

Biere are oases is which the person or corporation 

originally granted a franchise holds it for speculative 

purposes only* The bridge is not built immediately but 

the right to build i t remains with the holder of the 

franchise and none other until the increase in traffic 

resulting from ths improvement of the approach roads at 

public expense gives high value to the bri dgs right, and 

it is sold for a large figure, all of which is clear gain 

to the original holier* 

This is an utterly indefensible situation from 

every point of view, am the unlimited franchise, even 
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when used ia a a trai^t "forward manner preside needed 

bridge facilities, is scarcely mere justifiable from the . 

public standpoint, ft® need for bridges ©m. iayertant 

highways and the heavy expense entailed by their construe- . 

tion, an expense flhleh is ooneontrated at a single point $ 

these facts are in. many casts sufficient justification 

of the financing of the bridge by tolls collected only 

for a sufficient period to psy the cost of ths- bridge* 

A number of bridges have been eo&straotad under various 

forms of this method, tha tolls being collected in some 

cases by tho construction coapany and in others by the 

public authority* There can be no great objection to 

this method ehieh has built numerous necessary bridges 

which otherwise o©ulS not lave been built* 

The passage of the Cldfield bill at tha last ses

sion of Congress provides a desirable means, hitherto 

lacking, thereby ih& Federal Government m y assist the 

States in tec* construction of toll bridg&s on the Federal* 

aid highway systaEu Under the new authority granted, the 

federal Government aay contribute one-half of the cost 

of construction and ths State may finance the reaaindtr 

by means of tolls publicly collected for a sufficient period* 



TMB arrangement should sake possible the sonstruo-

tion of bridges at points ^ere heretofore the lack ef 

available fmds and an UOTillingaess to saddle a burden 

upon the future traffic for the enrichiient of a toll 

bridge company have prevented the building of badly needed 

structures. It may .now be hoped that the eonstrmetlem #£ 

such bridges will proceed at a rate fully consonant with 

the improvement of th© roads of the system* 


