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•,iloa&o or '.dads. - ,'ho total tollsAgs of hU&ways In th© 

v.zH-:(x .ta'.tfs or; January 1, accorolUG to statistics ©©spiled 

l>; tho bureau of . -ibllo Roads from reports roodivad from the ie?e»al 

.itate :.S;,ĥ *y departments* « s 2,001,325 miles, of which 270t684 ailes 

an ir.ciuaou in &>c alters* of state highways uesigaatsA for ia^rormmt 

unier t o s^arvi 8 lo« of the ijt&te highway uejartisumts* The fc&l&ase of 

2 , 5 1 . 1 7 1 -rules consists of rural roads of local L-nportanoe aaialy, 

E U j&rvi si or. over which is vested in the canity and township authorities. 

IliXea^e I -.proved. - On the sane date 145,609 miles of ihe State 

higrrayo were i t w w e d with soae TORT3 of «arf*elagi Mf$li *ils* w e 

.graed .irru «ir&i»ett as th© first ata^e of an lisprcrreaeat fAildh till he 

collated l>y surfacing as traffic cenands and fundi FOR the pif@t« 

becao avuilafclo. Tim balance of 92» 926 miles of the State higlsssy 

was partially gradeo and generally unimproved earth road. 

Tho rural roads under th© supervision of the local authorities, 

at * ber;ir,riim" of the year 1926 included 376,406 aslles of surfaced 

roa^ 243*440 nilo* o/ surfaced earth roads improved by trradlng and 

oraint; Ss accordance with engineering standards,, and 2*111,32$ miles 

of uaj>ro7ed earth roaas. 



The efcaraoter of t h e ia$ro*ena*st of the road» of the t*e 

c l a s s a s at the beginning;' of t h e y e a r i» Indicated by the following 

table which give* the alienee of the eareral typ#« of sur fac ing* 

8&nd~clay .< 
{travel 
Xaterbounc .meacioxi s 
3 u r f a c e ~ t r e a t e a ra&caaam aad graTels 
Bituminous sao&das : 
Bituminous ooncr#te t 
Sh«@t asphalt : 
Portland cement c o n o r o t e r 
Brick ; 
Wood, asphalt «hi s t o n e block i 
M i s c e l l a n e o u s 

Mi lee 
12,676.6 
64 .408 .0 

4 , 8 0 4 . 3 
15,867*8 
10,964*6 
4,821.3 

§383 
27,874.9 

5 ,111 .5 
131.2 

Mile* 
$8,210*5 
££2,511.9 
51,443*2 
15,679*6 
10.4a***' 

3,420*4 
1,921.5 

10,106.3 
1,820*0 
289*1 

Miles 
7 0 f S t 7 * l 
:m ,919*9 

S i , 252.5 
31,537*4 
a , 4 7 4 » 2 
8,241*7 
2 ,7*0 .4 

17,981.2 
4 ,931 .5 

370*3 
J i t 

Annual J a i n . - ' - r i n ^ 1925, a t o t a l of 41,903 milee wore 

by all States and count l e e , of which 17,836 miles ware on tha S t a t e 

highway systems. The mi leage built t o established grade and e m i t t e d by 

the ,3tatoe and. count lei was 15,797 mllmt ay t h e State 

a l o n e the mileage eo improved *ae 5,316 ffliiee* The total 

improved to some degree dur ing the y e a r was 73,775 ad lee* fhle aUlaae* 

i n c l u d e s that improved under the iree&eciete superv i s ion o f t h e State 

Mghmy defarttaente w i t h l a d e r a l aid* 

Heoorda of t h e a.leage imprmmd dur ing 19M a r e not ye t available! 

but judging from t h e nileage o f :?*aeral-ald roade oaaatmated d n r i a g the 

f i a c a l y e a r anding tot so, 2926 , tho aooo»n>liahaent of 1926 ama beam 

n e a r l y as. g rea t aa that of tho preeaAiag year. 9ha 11,329 s t i lus a f 

?edex*l-ald roads collet#4 du r ing t h e fiscal jmr ending June 30, 1925 



e s t a b l i s h e d & record for the ooopei*tlng ?edeml «ad 3 U t e OWORWWITI* 

e x c e e d i n g b; sort than a thousand alias tho largest prevloae years 

p o r f o r m n o e , that of 1922 . It is interesting 1 0 note that tho 

10*610 miles o f **der&l-&lc: roads constructed within the laot FIOOML 

y e a r tm&lm June- 30* 1926* a r e o»2y 719 ailee i o t a than the higfe 

rooord of I.SJS5# 

;ije •'sdurttl-e.ld roaa construotion work of tho flsoal yea r 19*4" 

hring-s tho total e i i c o m p l e t e d sine® the passage of the first 

f#deral-ai<l roao ACT in 1916 up t o 5 » t 9 0 5 ml lest art* is a d d i t i o n to 

the raile*K-;e oon<,WTEV T a *;roat dea l of worlc bad boon don® oa the) 

10,961; ail^s -hiish at the close of tho fiscal year ware usder eaaAtraatSaa* 

fh i» is incie^teu by the f a c t that 2 ,166 m i l e s were completed between t h e 

end of the fiscal y a a r on June 30 and October 1* "ith the oddities of 

this :ii l e a s e r e c e n t l y completed t h e restart of the eooperatire wort: to 

October 1 is the oorapletlon of mm than »8gOQ0 ailes of highway. If 

the s eparate s e c t i o n s of highway ropresontod by t h i s aUaaga wore j&TAAT 

end to enu , t h e c o n t i n u o u s length would encircle the earth at tho 

equator n e a r l y £ - 1 / 3 l i n o s * 

fSJMHUL AID 3 F 4 7 B AID 

?he ^ o d o r a l - 4 i d Highoay abstain. - The 3*der*«U*id HIGLIFAY eytta* 

designated BY TLIE sereral 3tate HIGHWAY depflortMeste a*§ approved by THO 

S e c r e t a r y of i t f r i c u l t o r o in accordance w i t h the federal highway act of 

1921 i n c l u d e s a t preeent X8BV136 adles* The IS altlag « i l#a#» PROTORIHED 

by tho law sad ultimately to bo included T» tho system i s 7 PER eest of 

t h e t o t a l mileage o f Mgfcaay* on record in tho Oaited 3tatea a t the tiao 

of TLIE p a s s a g e of t h e low* f h i i lia&tlag ailoage is £30,349 alios. 



OB S#pt«ssb®r 30, m i a d i e & t a d mbmm$ S3,000 a t l a s i f 

ay stem had bsea eonatruoted ei ther m mmm font of surfaced Mgtesiay 

or as r c r a u e d a n e drained roadbeds preparatory to farther lctproreaeet, 

Qm the same date 14,699 a l l # « were uada* eoaetrttOtlea wltfe PmmmVmX mM 
ami 1»998 s l i t s hud boaa approved far ooastrsotioit i If- the §mmtom$ 
9i .igricult ure» Praotioally a l l of this itilo&f® i a «a th® !*e*er*l«**ld 

®yitaa9 there being only & snail taileage eeastruoted prior to I9ftl «fe|aji 

Is not included, up I® this d a t e , therefore, a gtllemg* eiplmlemt to 

•jpproxia&tely one-third of the l i m i t i n g mileage of the ay at est tea i&ragMgy 

been c o n s t r u c t e d or undertaken for iraj rovenent • 

3tate h i g h w a y Depart salute .Yithout Federal Aid* * Ia thia estates? 

had b e e n c o n s t r u c t e d or undertakes aj> to January 1, 192$, approximately 

65,00'.) *il©s. i t i» estia*ted that u p to July 1, 1926 thia mileage has 

been increaaod to 75,000 miles* This added to the ail lea** tspwrt* with 

Federal a s s i s t a n c e i n d i c a t e s that the Initial improvement of tha system 

is a p x T T O x i m t d l y three-quarters e o o p l e t e t * It mat be borne in aiiod, 

however, that th® iaprove&ieiit to date include* a considerable m&lmm 
of roads which have baa© only gxmdod aad d m l a a d and an additional 

mileage improved with low types of surftaoes saofc as eand-olay and gravel* 

It will b e » necessary to adu to these roads aa traffic increases ssurfaoe* 

a d e q u a t e to withstand the loads ̂ hioh ultimately w i l l be oarried by 

those roads - the aost important ia the country. It w i l l also be neoessary, 

as foods bsooae a v a i l a b l e , to oliaimta grade o ro is lugs sid rwplmm 
existing- temporary bridges with structure* of durable daslgo* Beea&ee *f 

t h e pressing demand for tha edEtaaaimi of iap*oir#d mileage taia ais«gii^ 

is, in aoa* *»**nr 111 
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muxos 
t*renu«s ' " x p e H d i t u r e e . * Beports of revenoa oolleoted an* 

ex, u n a i . .res m a e f 3r hi; hways by the 'Jtates and a o u n t l e e earing 1*86 

ar,< r»-i yet * v e i l a & l e » In 1925, the t o t a l >:tate roveauee were 

v664,4S4 t5?l , of whieh *£L ,489,004 accrued fro* the taxation Of property, 

..141,4-);;, 02:; from bond i s s u e s , „ 199 , 345,165 from a o t o r realole iloonoo 
f e e s , . , ^ , 3 £ 3 . M 0 from tsaeoline t a x e s , v92,180,406 from the federal 

; . y ? # m ^ t in tlie form of *ederei ala for read oeoetruotlen eaapleted, 

7i ,7.J7, J26 by transfer from fete c o u n t i e s , ^ 3 , 3 9 0 , 6 4 2 by appropriations 

«M.oo ?; the jiai'j it«;i(a«iur«»f ano ,. 15 ,051 ,966 froai a i s e e i l s n e e n s reeeipts. 

In *uduicm, the ,it&W« htw ^n haau a t the e e s i a n t a g of the year a balaeoe 

of funa a from Urn previous amount ia* to f.ll5,656,T81, so that tha 
total funds s a t i a b l e t o the *t*.te hltfssay o a p e r t a e n t s dariac the year was 

'vm «>*tia*it*d t o t a l revenues of th* count i*e dturlaf tbe s a m yaw 

w*re ;6J3 ,017 ,64£ , bringing the total r i f « s # np to the esttasted aatanai 
•>r i t ; :47 ,« .4* , : j i3 . 

:he as t iwetaa t o t a l expendl ture by the 3t tee, counti«e aad federal 

•ioveraaent during; tho y#*r was v . 1, £88,995,707, Of this aatoaat approxlaately 

*649 ,125 , l i ) l wee expended by tho -state highway depar taent s exclusive af 

the ^93,, 130,406 expended by th#m for anion they were relntearsed % the 

/ e d e r a l Government t anti approximately 4559 ,914 ,606 was expensed by the 

count lee a^o other local ^overaaents* All these rerenaee and extendi tares 

arte a x c l a s i v e of the revenues and e x p e n d i t u r e s o f aaaielpalltlea for olty 

s t r e e t s * 



fttderal i^p#sditiir@# - Darlmg t h e fl»ml y e a r 1926 (t*mim%tm 
.••ana 30, 1920) the federal a©¥er»»St expended $8? c7£4 9$36« t h i s le a 

redaction of approxismtely #8,000*000 below the disburseewrt of the 

preceding year, and further redaetion assy be expeeted i n the futmm a® 

accumulated balances are expended and the program of expenditure remotes* 

Urn rate s e t faf th® annual authorisat ion of $76,300,300 of the reoemt 

paet iM& issraedlate future. She fladeisl expenditure of #8?,754,500 t u 

probably approximately oao-.fi f t sent h of this total highway expenditure of 

the nation during t he mm period, fhe t o t a l federal payments for the 

5:3*038 railes of ?ederal-alt; r o ^ i s completed up to September 20, 1926, 

v/ere t»ppraxlsiately , " 4 8 4 , 4 0 4 , 2 0 7 . rhe total ©est of these highways was 

a r p r o x i m t e l y |1,09S,419,646, the difference between t h i s ana the Federal 

payment» b*in& t h e contribution of th© Stat*** 

fhe ftsdeml fusel* authorised by Congrats fo r expenditure during 

ir,e f i s c a l year 192? [ ending Cune 1927) and ai por t ioned to the S t a t e s 

are :?73,125,0; • ?h& t o t a l of funds appropriated, or authorised sad t o 

b« appropriated as nee<xe*1, since t he establishment of t he #ed*ral~*3rf 

pol icy i s 1915, i s -671,S'.'5,;>J0» Of t h i s amount, as i nd i ca t ed a b o r t , 

approximately ^483,434,000 ii&ve fi**n expended upon Ihe roads whioh h»we 

boon ent i re ly coexisted? approximately «lt»4,777,:JjO are d e f i n i t e l y a l l o t t e d 

to the roads which are under construct ion; ami i;13,S65,QU0 are a l l o t t e d 

to fclio ̂ r o>ots which h&ve o**n approved for construction? luairifig a 

"balance of a n * o x i » a t * l y ;* 52,001,000 unobligated on ,>epte»ber 30, 19£6« 

7his amount w i l l be drawn upon for a l l o tmen t to pro jec t s during the balanoe 

of the f i *e* l 

http://oao-.fi
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matmj^'m o? mvm 5:iss ?uuf3$ 
Oonneetad Systoou - In 1925 there ware designated, by a board 

appo in ted by t h e Secre ta ry of Agriculture a t the request of tho m t r i M M 

Association of s t a t e Highway O f f i c i a l s * a s y s t « of aala intorstate roads 

known as United s t a t e s highways* t h e 7§ f 8$4 aliee o r i g i n a l l y doaigaatod 

h-ve l>e*n increased materially by additions and revisions of t h e routaa 

first s e l e c t e d . ?he f i n a l figures ar<& ezpeoted t o bo tfvmi2*al« a f t e r 

tbi'i ad.justiaenta h&wm beea approved by t h e exeoutive c o a a i t t o o of th® 

lorican A s s o c i a t i o n of o t a t e KU$>m^ Officials which i s to meat at 

Fine!utrst. !-orth Caro l ina , froia Hovojeber 8 t o 12, l i>26. S i t designation 

of t h e so rvu tee i s of n a t i o n a l significance in r i m of t h e increasing 

volume of i n t e r s t a t e rtotor traffic no&sured by a njotor v e h i c l e regiatratio* 

which has crown f r o * 16,000,003 aotor v e h i c l e s in June, 19£5 to £0,000,000 
for Juno, 1§S6» 

Utolted S t a t e s Beutes* - The a»iles o f roaa designated a s (Salt** 

w*tatoa include 1$2 routot, those ruaniag oaat &r~d west being 

den looted by oven rotaber* AEU, those r i innlag n o r t h and soa th by odd 

m?ahora» ?hs »oro Important of t hese rou t on 10 eaatHHad~w*at r o u t e e 

and 13 north-and-south r o u t e s which extend e i t h e r entirely a c r o s s t h o 

country o r th® b e t t e r p a r t of th® country's width and length. She othar 

routoo a r a intermediate bo twee* theso soe t Important a r t o r i t i or oorro aa 

a l t a r m t ® or o ro t s -over routes. 
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iSarkere* - ,11 rout ae w i l l he f s & F t a d w i t h s tandard direction 

a n d waralsg signs v M c n a r e o f t w o g e n e r a l classes* O n e group, tho 

uangsr a n d caution signs, will c o n s i s t o f e i g n e o f f o u r different 

shapes r e p r e s e n t i n g ae -aany d e g r e e s o f d a n g e r * ?heae w i l l here a yellow 

b a c k g r o u n d w i t h blaok l e t t e r s a n d symbols* The o t h e r g r o u p w i l l include 

the s t a n d a r d r o u t e m r k e r e i n t h e f o r a o f a United S t a t e s s h i e l d a n d 

u i r e o t i o n u l una Inior?Mit a i m 1 s i g n s * A l l s i g n s i n t h i s ^roap w i l l have 

a whitt* uack&rounu. w i t h b l a c k l e t t e r s . 

3inco t h e i n i t i a t i o n of t h e s i g n i n g programs, tho 3t*tes hare 

*a*de raj/id i > r o t . ; r @ « s * ?w<*nty~two Slmtm expect t o hare t h e i r S a l t e d Statea 

highway® naarl ; all o r aoaaplotely m r W by Beveraber 1, 192S. 2imm 

IncludeArizona, l o l o r a u o , i^ l o r i a a , Georgia, Idaho, I n d i a n a , Iowa, 

Kansas , iAa«s*chusetta # szlaneaota* M i s s o u r i , Nebraska, l # v a d a , Qnio, 

Oklahoma, Orogoa, abode i s l a n d , S o u t h Dakota, f e n s a s a a a , ?er*ent, 

Wiscons in and ->yoiaing# On t h e sane date the sl&alag of these roada 

w i l l be p a r t i a l l y completed by t e n states. These arat U t o n s a a , 

aonneatJaut , JCentaolgr, J l l s s l s s i p p i , l e w Htaa$ehlra« law J S w e l a o , 

n o r t h C a r o l i n a , Korth Jakova, 3outh Carolina, and West flrglala* Oa 

Sorembor 1, 1926 no a e r k l n g w i l l b« done in the other sixteen States* 

Improvement o f TransoontInental Roads approaching Completion. -

Jen y e & r s ago, w h # » t h e ?ederal«aid p l a n ^as a d o p t e d , t h e r e w e r e © s l y five 

S t a t e s in which t h e r e was a s i n g l e improved trase~state highway* Shay 

wsre i a s s a e h u s e t t s , Connectloat« Sew Tork, Hew Jersey, and aery land, all 

i ^ s t o r a 3 t a t e a , and a i l of that s a a l l group in which tha noreawnt f a r 

b e t t o r hichways was began in t h e oinetlea. 
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In 16 States there then no state M ^ u a j <lej*rtae«te no r 

tii? semblance of a plan for the development of through r o a t e e aaroas the 

tato; and men of :!-u3t- t©s in whiei. recently c rea ted s t a t e a^sey 

.as feeling its way tomrc a -lore s c l e n t i f I o and businesslike adminiet ration 

at* :t«*to highways ther«̂  were- few is which tho conception of & connected 

,'lale hij&way system hac yet been c l e a r l y apprehended* 

'MB,J 25 states ii^ve ooct isuously Improved highways entirely 

across them in at least ore- direction and 16 of these have completed 

suoh trana~state arteries in two directions. 

It is t he pri*npar;" purpose of the .federal-aid road- legislation 

TO expedite the continuous LM\ rov^aent of each cross-state highways in 

ill stutes anu finally to provide a completely articnlated syetem of maim 

interstate highways for th© J at ion. ?he goal, as r epresen ted by the 

/ederal-aid highway syatem, is? clearly defined md p rogress toward i t 

has proceeded for the last five years at least wltaaut d # v l « t i # » . That 

progress will be continued with a mora pronoaneed singleness of $wrpose 

la the future until it shall lie possible to travel by highway without 

D o s tacit) in any direction across all S t a t e s and throughout the Sat ion. 

?here is now one transcontinental road which is 97 per oent 

improved. I t extends from ,&shington, C«« through S t . Louis, 

'foŝ rkaaa, aad -1 3*so to a» £l*go« Of i ts entire length fS per cent 

is sarfaoec aad 4 jer cent is nierely graded aao drained* and of t h e 

surfacee portion more than half is improved with bituminous moa&aa or 

botter and the remainder Is gravel. ?ro» AaaRlngtoa to St. Louis there ia 

no an improved sect ion ana nearly 9$ JMR cent is surfaced with bituminous 



4k.oad&ii ->r so.«** : . ; l f ^r i; j e of (/air^a©nt* dram a t* Louie to fex&r&aa& 

/I ; er sent r»f tL« d.iPt;-noe is unijgprored aad 63 p e r oent ti ia$)tv**4 

•**i «•;* s ??avei surtf&oe, th*> r*>st wits superior t yp#a . a m fmmtfmm to 

,1 i iso th*re arc* • ir.i^.-rjv&a *ecsloae to the amount of 4 p e r oent of th* 

^idtu4>oe, grovel surfaces 10 par cent, bituminous imoad&K or b e t t o r 

tho rest of t:4* way; arc from 21 Paso to ijaa Diego, ~ith t he e»optlom 

of * per cost o-v t >t ii A stance, t he r o u t e is surfaced 60 per oent with 

gravel or equivalent am. th«? remainder with imveaeat t and eurt&0w§ 

af Mi^ber types* 

This roan from ashteuton to Iift» DlegO is fflOre nea r ly OOS^Xetod 

than arn other transcontinental rou te* Of I t s total l eng th Of 2,135 all**, 

• ,90? mi let an- surfaced ..no 121 sslles a r e graded aad drained, leaving 

only 95 :-il lv>s n\ tho.it imt-rovement» 

:*$xt it: foint of 51 rovsraens is t h e route fre» A t l a n t i c Olty, I* 

t> scoria, ;r%> ;vf its total length of 3, M O miles, e»e~eighth i a s t i l l 

unl-upro^ed, nsarlp another *i;-Thth is graded and drained, ami t h e roo t it 

lrjv>roved acis ''am af wearing sur face* Of other east~aiid~weet 

routes, t'-K-t ^r.»-Vi "orfolli* to l.o# Asgelee la 63 per cast Improved* 

•roi Uositon to tie tv̂ rnu-ii the nor thorn tier of itataa the mast d i r o o t 

through i»oui. 3 .- 7Z iar ee.ru improved and per cent surfaced e i t h o r w i t h 

perrajio!it or t ^ p m i r y -surfacing* 
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