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International Moating in Milan, Italy, featured B$F PAPERS on 
Highway Design ana Constraotioa - Lack of Papers oa Ilgpnragr 
Sooaomice - Hext Congress Frobably in Halted State* 

BY FHESWS 1 . It**2taai&dt 

Chief, UNITED STATES TEENA of PUBLIC Boftds, TOAAIAGTTEA, S. §. 

Fifty nations of five aoatiaeats, repr#«#at«d hgr A 
registration of s « ® tvoaty-throe hundred delegatos, ®ff TOTAL 
AND unofficial, eotttrlb&ttd aadh i t s ̂ mmmm shaam L# MATE 
ths Fifth International L « d 0oagres§ Irmly rtH*et th* Mjir 
position highways axe oaoapgriag i n the whole world1 • T I L U M 
OF transport. 

THIS congress, i a response to tho Invitation of th* 
ITALIAN go v.< rumen t, m% In Milan on S^TE«BER 6, oaatlanad 
there until oeptsnbsr 10, than rose to w s t t In BOB* for 
the final three days* program. With the Duko of Bergamo 
roprssentiag THA king, the minister of public works, wmmp 
high officials of the kingdom, the Italian organ!sing mm~ 
mittee, aad the general officers of the association. «•**•& 
AT the president1 • table and ft anted by the military and the 
FASCIST! guards, the formal sessions WAR® opoasd in tho Mo-* 
toric Castello Sforseaoo before a large anembly of tha 
d e l e g a t e s and v i s i t o r s . 

The final session was held in the Rational Itesaua, on 
the Capitoliae Hill, Hone, lapt. 14. Hart, within a tteatU 
THROW of tho aaolaat lUin where «fe» visitor siay still wtOk 

the ?ia Sacra which loads out to tho appian fay, Baal to 
Mussolini, head of the goverasent, delivered the closing 
address in which he referred to the great network of read* 
possessed by Boise in antiquity. I t was a colorful a*)***, 
vialeUy contrasting ancient and aodarn Italy. faa colocrad 
uniform* and polished METAL hulast« of the guard* stationed 
at intervals from ths very foot of the Ggpitoliae El 11 
along the winding road to the pi as* whore stands tna statue 
of Marcus Aural ins, aade an unforgetable aid lure m mm «*d» 
our way to THE Museum. And inside, as wo followed through 
long corridors, tenanted with busts of figures out of tl*a 
past, there we* always that row of gua rds , store olosely 
s tat toned now, to the very door of the assembly hall waara. 
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steading beaoatH a atraio sculpturod fi^ara af PopO tit 
t a t head of the g m ® m m m % pl#%#4 Italy to a pmgtm of 
modern hlghvoy târo¥«««iat bated upon the results of Hi* rood 
contns and scdeatific studias. 

looting* in tm ^ m t t m n - Af tar tfeo fir it 
for the detailed consideration of the work bofore tho congress, 
the d*l*cat«« separated into two sootlono, aa«b to ©oaaldOf 
three major subjects. To the first section tho goaoral report-* 
eri presented their cooclunions rfluting to cou»truotlon, 
materials aad desiga. whil* simultaneously to the second 
section thay presented those pertaining to city plaaaing, 
t r a f f i c esasus, and the "Jtotostrado/ or roads boilt aad 
roserred for the exclusive uso of the aotor fahlolo. 

In the first aection, perhaps the tharBOOt debate mm 
upon the relative jiarita >.>f tar and asphalt**, la tho second 
ssctioa* tho m m t 1-rportant ui vision of opinion esse) 
the public policy iaYolvel in the graatlng of fraaohises to 
private corporatioa* to build exclusive motor toll roads, 
to important resolution fraia the aeeoud ««ctloa oallod istgm 
the permanent aesociatioa to establish an inttrsatiottol oosw 
»ittee to for ami at* interaatioual nil** or atandards tm tbo 
traffic census for fee purpose of radnata* traff!a records 
and aoasuremeuts to a cos»par»ble basis. 

to the tori can del edition porhaps the aost volooo* 
of all the attention* which were ganorously abowerai vpon 
tbs delegatss by their Italian hosts wero tho final worde of 
prtsidsnt fcaigi taiggl when he seidt MX will not say f»o&~ 
bye bat rather, «n repair, until, as I hope, we raoot for 
the next conference in the United S t a t e s . * 

Oat side the sees! out* of the Cougrsse the intorost of 
ths delegates contsroi aroii fcbe roeently completed 5Q~wllo 
motor road very tcodern in its conception, connecting sttlfta 
with the Latest Xagfiora, Yars*e, aad Oono, aadiupon f t * 
Appln lotl^ua, the .tp-ian fay of Appia* SUttdiat, ohiofe is 
popularly regarded as th* m m % ancient of highways, 
Betwooa. these t *c , strotchos the panorama of Mglway trans-
port development for rsor? ths%a two thaasmi years. 
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ASAOCI&II oa OF l o a d Ooogrosf** datas oaOa IO \wm* TH» 
general headouartert aro ••taftUehed I A franc* aad the 
pres ident ««aerAis Senator Metolen, and iMftrt-tta? g«#ral. Mr* 
toSavrian, ara Jxn&oh. laah «moo««4ing eon«r«te, hewrar, 
IS conducted % «a ORGANISING oowsitlaa of THA OOMMTFAR » M l a * 
t h e i n v i t a t i o n .aid the ITALIAN oonadttee, handed If 
X,uigi Lui&gi, on a of lurepa*e moil fajsoue eacioeers, at* onXy 
HAD made excellent preparetione for tho eongrets iUelf tait 
succeeded wonderfully wt l i I A expreeein* to THO wma&~%<m&*& 
delsg.-atea t h e warmth of ITALY* I hoepitality aad cordiality. 

She axnerleaoa gained THRONG* FORMER OONWTIIMOJI* TS 
e v i d e n t IO THE nothod* adoptad FOR hriasia* oardear AMI OF THE 
son? idaaa aad reflexee OF »«AY differing OOADITIOMA. Mil 
papers M U R I T T E D are printed ao»o won ths IA advene* IN THO 
o f f i c i a l i ^ i ^ a ^ : * « *ad £totribut54 TO THE delegatea MA SOON 

they &ra known. IN thit P*rtimlnr OONGRASI tho papere 
•#E«R£ s&cadtted u i * W SIX major rejects. All papers ON eaah 
nibjact sari subaitfced to tha organising cofomltt** which 
r e f e r r e d tfteat to a ix feaeral r*portore, highly qualified 
eaginet xu o f I t a l y . Tfccee r&x general reporter* aaoh digested 
ths VARIOUS PAP»TP on h PIR^rio major EN%I@#T and prepared ooa~ 
e l u s i o n s w h i c h **r« orintsd 5m tha official languages and 
d i s t r i b u t e e : to t h * dalfigat̂ p to ho di ecaaaed throe at eadb 
section s;eetin4: nc p r e v i o u n l y noted. 

M *»DJNE*«« Papers i,Mo»t,i.3Q̂ rohot|a|,FTI . A *lU tat @ F 
papere had he« PR«PAR«i! % the EMGIISEAR* O F THA Waited ttatee 
under THE leadership OF A oootsitte* nade % $f 4, I , netonar, 
chairman, DE.^A A. I. Johnson, 1. H TINGE BROAD, falter W* 
Crosby, and Arthur t. Been. Ybtee paper* oeaetitnted tha W I T 
complete raaponoo IF any country md. THEY present A noteworthy 
contribution to THA available WORKS O N H I # W A Y en^atefiag AND 
MODERN hi^hwry transport, M A Y favorable ooenente W®R# nade 
hy THE «xglns*r« of other countries anon tha vain* OF these 
PUPT-R-^ to th'?m. It wident that atttfeeatic material npon 
HIGHWAY ya*>Jaa*« prepared by tha l«&ding hi^BIFAY onglnoart of 
t h e LIMITED ST^TTS r«o»ir#d wido attontion and tha mat ooriouo 
ccnaideration of th« ETIGTITAART of for^^s oonntriao. 
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feeanfeat asi&a fron UHI s u b j e c t it »ay ** NKifett 
that the aa«ia#srs of other nationalities are aadoaataaly 
acre eafer aad more ooasoieatious etudaats of t h e current 
o a g i a e e r i s g literature of o t h e r countriee thaa is traa 
goaemlly of oar osra sag! saer*. The conclusions reaohed 
hy t he g antral reporters r e f l e c t e d & oarsfal aoasiaaratiom 
of the papers sad although eooe changes aere aaade as these 
conclusions were preteated to tha two seotloas of the Ooa-
grees, In the aaia they received a favorable TO to aad tho* 
became th® final conclusions, fhey may be characterised 
as a careful sat perhap* conservative express! oa of the 
hest accepted t h o u ^ t sad practice ia the tecanleja* of 
way ea.giaeeriag, ®isy «sy oa opea to t h e suggestion that 
they a r e based t o o iwooh ttpoa ihmty aad laoic %®mmh&% %m 
practical character of conclusions draaa fro® hroad aad 
long experteaos. 

osdsiioa ia t he program was the die regard of Jfclte teoaoMe 
engi le^ri^g pn&ses. Bis highway itself wm gfr-vm too amah 
a t t e n t i o n . The k i n d , eaality, and quxitity of merries 
required or that may be rendered i s of gr<*ot?r importance. 
Also the relationship of highway transport to other transport 
agenc ies received no consideration, booking hack upon th* 
< ? x p e r i i a the Uni ted States, i t was th* tremendoas growth 
i a Mghw&sy atilisatloa t h a t draw the engineers from the aero 
mechanical aspects to the econoaie regard of highways aad affair 
from &ea&ting over t h e qualities of various typm of roads to 
a struggle to and aval a highway s e r v i c e fairly acceptable to 
the public, C o i a c i d e n t a l l y the highway adiBioistratara f ind 
thsaeelvee cosfrented wi th the nacess5 ty of keeping is harsany 
with other t r a n s p o r t agencies, notably the electric aad steam 
r a i l r o a d s , through a raapect for t h e service readered by 
%hm sal an acceataace of the limitations of econosac M#tay 
transport. 

She Milan program c a r r i e d no subject* d e a l i n g wi th thssa 
phases ^h ich are t h e inevitable o f f s p r i n g of m treoendous 
highway t r a f f i c . Baere i s ao sore algal'icnat evideaos of 
t h e great djfferenee that exists between ts* tJnttad States sad 
other c o u n t r i e s i n t h e dogr t s of utilisation of highway 



%rmm®r%« a i r o p o I* *tlU m ^ U t ^ t*w» m % m mehiell* 
YIM a l u x u r y rather IfcwA a ̂ eaarai noMLio utility, 
aut tapeao floor* o a l i o i r e th$ saotor *sWfiil# *UX ta*t 
bi/i, future tout %h<> ptti&la <too* mt* S» t h * progma* 

€ t iw aor#̂ rff*iW rofXoot ptsrho^a th* e»ttfOtttlojM& 
looted & 4 ^p*.'tr> r U«.*r H k « tho pvri&mm rtfaiefc will 
Agnda-sri.* w i t h th*a i . i ta f ta i ro d©Yslop»«ftt hî Mfay 
t r a f f i c . 

H t f i f e i M M I l A K - **r# !• *t 
baiter i U u a t r A t i o n of t h e diff^rowie la *l*fpOiat 
fe4tw*«m tfc» ifeitod state* » l Ite&r, fmt e n t & * # 

Urn t A m m m ^ w v m of the "Autostradas" Sm l# * M l 
ro#l o r o l u o i v e l y f o r ox»tor tr«ffl* 9 ta&lfc %* 
trly^to o ^ 4 U ucador s t a t e fw^feiw to «xt«pi fter 
fifty yw«u It l » laid o?^r «t mUnlLy mm rlgfrt-ofV 
***y, without isxW«ssti«# »t gr»dii# no «$HO#4 Halt, •̂ '•lc -.ddth, o^awoto ptfrewaat with MtW«tei»i Helm 
so/tt, may tttrr*&, In foot «**ry 

Is as;*!* for tf*»t traffic betoooa tantfjftl* fh# :t/di«j aasMtt t* ' - ' -w»08e& the at one of 
t>» iti* mA^mts far liatsasuitm b*fo*e the 0o*igr««e» 
:^ -iw.lor>*d ^ tl.c tfoaarol reporter, Sr. 2*ao*», the 
cal^f **f the / e ior a BUjsmqr mvttloa, #*o emtt«r p*ev 
soatou oaaenp^«)«d bath t h e -ufclic policy iscfoloojt is 
i^&:M^, i>rtr>A<* fraiohtt** for toll fft*4t with pgmm 
U; «eXi*«a# all k l »ter t r a f f l e % aad alio ttm ê iwwfi 
1%: c*or<»ea>tio& odT M ^ « a y itoelf and lt« oparattaft* 

fthan tills d u a l «û a#ot was pmaatad to to* fiMni. 
Oiviaioa ia m iat^rdopoadoat rolatioa, *q£i*h 

to jaitot stataa doiagaUoao feowt thowoelwe la * 
ttoiawitiat «harraasia^ yô m«u W «wt M i w rf. a îisli ̂ ^oakii^ people <$*Ba»d froote of t^e H&mqm* 
tt^ o«« <^po««d to sap aoMiytlon «f H» M^wr 
iimlvvii tlw oxoluoioa of nay k i ^ «r t#^t of twif«a# 
that ̂  dowasad 0#r«4«** ff» «i« fket #f M̂ ŵ  mi not * M twlinr a figfii * «b» sight to pa**, Sh« Ml tetm It fMtt eB 
foraigft to onr tnditlMei #4a*8 ttfll tem 
^o»oi*j*t «ldAy dteia* o w w l Mste?| « Wm ©id aethod of ooll«&aUag fells *t t«U ât«o hoc oovto4 iti imrpo»o. %aiMa« ^««r«aiyt m& It no Xot^or f̂ me4. 
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.ilth thin *ft.<aitt ̂ C^IWSBKI the ^ U « % M i Obi ted 
^tetos dttlotfaticwa found thaseelwa uaahle to 
the r.-uhila polieiea te4 far 

OB the other hsmd the engineering aaaae»tlaa at 
ti«e p l « va* TOriigwa aad hi#iy V a j m m t w t l * * nf 
tha bast prentice i a tot deat^i «f iMifi »atar~ *a«̂i* 
Both of the &sft*atlag toktsfrfitm** « a t e M e t l ) r f np&i 
i&adly hive aa&)U«*nted and endawied Hat an̂ lJiaafinf 
amotion had tMs aapeet alone earn preennted* M a r 
tho odronraatdneau, tha delations withheld feat* rata 
eith the a&ur*nw»& hope that at A fa ton 

hmmm ot the nnMOUiL umxu af mm 
a mrnihsr of | w ; an^bt h# «i*dlal&a» %§i®f 4i»* 
caution aoaat $mUm to a ra«l£y taaafinila 
development. Ths aamdltiatta mm mmg%i®M& a»t tiN&a 
««re«ly altor-il^ praaf af tha mm£mm af tt»» pftiiaf~ pX« of the *jateatoadar< tmv 

oat tee renal t i t en* «f whlsfe Hit ItaUaR 
taay vail be proud, and they a*a* 
(parted aly rail act* great or adit 
i t through. 

•atttuSkft* 
the dssiegattan found a 

Hit Ife&iaa 
tfeaaa m aartiad 

for "haiaiag tba aaxl Oengroas, ffahably tha #J 
or irprinc af 1930t in the Onltftd Staiaa* Hal eeeni*tti in Milan & letter waa presented l a tflaa •« 
fwi tb» Secretary «f Jeprtaafcura of l a * feLto* I 
aag»r*eoiag tfet h*pe mat aa aasdjr wwttfoif ia* Kha MlgMe* 
adaht bo hald In «ba tMlad State* aa* i*§ art vtth aaah adajaa 
evident fsrrotrahle r«^oa#« that y i a a J J a a ^ B M ^ l « l « t 

alaaiag eaaatot nod tha «afraaai 

In A d d i t i o n to the aanaraua aoaiaata tmm* 
tha mmimm with tha daUe?»tat fmm 
M U ? Jt^tae daletjatioa psw a aMfear af ittfowert 
luncheons far g j w ^ i of lha 
the sm&xsmt aa&etlac tar hAdlmf «aa M l 
the ttaltad States aaa aaal 


