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fonight I vast to talk, to you about roads. $t strikes MI a* 

especially interesting that I en enabled to do so radio. X as 

talking to you by gasens of the newest end snst wonderful Sg*$£vsi of 

corasinication about auothar asdlum that it as old as aan. 

Different as they are is most respeete tliere are some striking 

poiuts of similarity between these two asaas of oessnuBleation. Tor 

iaatance, both are free for the use of all sithoat toll or tariff. 

So corporation controls then and the only restriotioat of their use 

are thos« Imposed for the public good. Eadio is free as air; and 

the opes road is sy&bollc of freedom. 

They are alike also in their omnipresent eatsnt. Ho plaoe is so 

distant or out of the way that radio will not reach it; sad wherever nan 

i s thsrs ths road It alee, primitive and undeveloped it testy be, tat pres­

ent nevertheless as a t i e that links bis* to h i s followsw Badlo osa not 

be lasasured in alios. I t s reads i s as wide as spaoe. Head* are saasrur-

iiUe it is true, but coshered *itfc other &eans of oonsjunioatlon they sare 

no rival in extent. There are two end a half sdllien alios of then is 

the United States, the telephone trails a trillion sdles behind, the 

t&lsgraph has l eas th&a a fifth as asich sdleage; a$d all the railway 

systems of ths country nave only two hundred and fifty thousand sales 

of track, Just one-tenth as ouch as tĥ  length of the roads. 
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It is interesting also to observe the parallel that exiete 

between the isodem developntent of the rosd and the iarentiettft that 

led np to the radiophone. John 1. ita£tas*a first wm&m road m t . 

huilt not many years after Beajaain STanklia*s Ht* bren^it team t*m 

the skies electricity to he trasped in a feottla. m these tea event* 

there were the germs of the aoaern pared road end tne radio, a*A ths 

aotn&l ingestion of wireless followed hy only a few yearn the I M a ^ 

sent of tne modem types of pevesent. 

There is this also thet they here in ooaaaoa. fnat eotlt are 

still in a stage of derelapaent. All radio ism kfte* what great 

strides are heing made In the is^roveaeat of wireless caMsaBlcatioa. 

I suspect there are not ta&oy who realise that roads also are the wehjeet 

of scientific study and that the ed^awa- that h M ha»» and M l still 

heing sŝ de in their design ere co®r>areble alisest to the iapror agent s la 

radio, fry to render the roads of a ̂ eneratios ago* Sow *** #f 

them were smooth and herd* low lasay were dusty and has«grt And hew 

sany of timm were tameable the long winter throng on aceoaafe of & » 

ssadt Sow cos^iarft the road* p r aieaory pic^ores with the p i t algfe* 

i^ye of toaay - fatate«r* wooth and hard the year a w a d and mmg&£% 
through all wmum* hmw t rooks M feat fkytag aeter o»*a «Hk eaee 

sssd comfort,, Eeoall how rare it m e to i*a§* a »©d#&«r ** tfeaea *t»ie 

of a generation asd then think of the teeming traffic of mat 

mOrnm M#mw&k M that jsp&ee i w w i ^ - «$as* h$#a»y 

hi^raay traffic has $$©*-eased to tea tlsM lis fewssr proportieffle la 

ssa&er and weight, and yet the siote-a reads haare ptmw& mr* mm asjeai 



-3~ 

to the gre&tsr burden. rrawel by road ia now & ple&sars. Hot 

many yoars ago it was a chore. 

What has it cost to bring shout this i^rovosveat ia ths roads? 

You are all interested in that because you, as tax p&ysrs, a«® psy&Bg 

the bill. if X toil you th&t m aaaa* more laat year than in asy 

previous ye&r and that the &®mss& we $p#i& was about $750,000,000 yo» 

will probably say that tho bill is pretty large. Let us see how 

large it really Is* Say there are a hundred s&llioa people ia the 

doited States. That asanas that ths oest of tha roads to ss&h oas o r 

u© last year was about $7.50. Sow radio #aas spend less thaa 

$7.50 ia the course of a year oa their roooiwiag sets? Sow ooasidar 

this! ThnX even this aamll awaea&tag* was sB©sre than returned to y*a 

as a result of saving is the oost of &ri*iag ©war tite roads whioh was 

mdo possible V ths %m&r$wgme& of UM ro&ds. In one oass that aa 

haws- recently ©bsor^ed ths redaction la tss oost of gasoliae $&m* 9nr 
aerating aotor trsai& mrst a asjt|aia«r .seoflorn of road « s suff$©i«at 
to pay off the eost of ths read is elewsa years assi alX impost ehsrgos 

oa ths use of tha sussey te&ssg tins poriod* 

la ono ot&ar vaaaaa* raa&s are like mdift « in the entsas&id 

future, that liss<ahead at the®, ft* »J»»aV* eaatafy Wmmm 
bunt his firs* M M M a U * • * 1 M U»ME fcl tha «atta« #fea*&* a&« * » 

by fee counties, f a r r UU3Ui w&$ aadft teS^a; a U th$a 

period. -Be%-mm W I « s W » a w * * * . W®. Sta^s took v 

« V eonditioas vitUM mm? M * * * . m m* « U H i&s&®* dUMk 



west into the road ©aildlag easiness as a partner of ths Stats*, 

fhe federal aid road act whieh was passed la that year provided 

an appropriation with which ths United States flinsrassist oould aid 

tha States in ths construction of roads to as saUt wads* taw Join* 

supervision of the federal Qavsraaeat authorities east ths Stats high­

ly departaenta, u & result of this ŝ t oo&pstant hdghwar dsp&tfc.. 

neats were created ia all States and the work: of road iaprovswsn* ass 

seen still farther accelerated, the Ooveraaamfc pars ear part sf taw 

east of the work isp to one-half ar a mximm ®f tmm $13,000 to $30,000 

per all«» which sires It a voles ia tha proswcatlan of ths a&nstra&tioa 

work. 

Siao* 1916 $400,000,000 of fsdaral tttsna? has a*** spprop?ins*& 

for this i&rpestt* and $Hft,00D,OGO has has* speat in eoa*»otioa with 

more than any ê tta! anenat of Stats rsade for the 24,509 sales of Xttesl 

which are now eo&g&etad and the 13.6XJ2 Mies additional which a m GO* 

the earth has has* built in *mm wears w8m this p$e» Sad asm than 

enough to saint foar roads fro* ths At last ie to thw Pacifi* «U1 he ***** 

plated shortly* mm than 10.000 K U S S warn «oss>l«tsd last rear* 

ths ?«deral SldJaway Ant sMea, in *4di«iofi to p^widins tm&m tm tha 

coaiianaae* of ths cooperative ledaral and State work. sailed for ta* 

selection «f a system sf ©oaasaoted satin tm&» mmwim «ad «jrjbss; to­

gether all the States and llsAsat to not aara tta* T par east of the 
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ailest la *aeh of the itat«*. f a this w^m all is&ttre- ftftdeatt -

woaey will b* applied oa the theory that it &# eetUr t* eeaeeatXttte 

the eitpeaditee oo a lijsit«d aileage af a»i» #m&$ than to »aatt«r' . 

it ©rer a large mileage by i^voTlej: & areat may -aswwaaeoied aaaltnmn. 

This systm, the »el#©ti©a of *l&eh is now praotioaHy eoe#letet» wil l 

iaelwte snrc fchaa ISO.ooo edits «»& it u tope* to e*as*l*t« its iapwa-

m t wifchia Ihe a«xt fifteea ysars. 


