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Tonight T want to talk to you sbout roads, It strikes ws sy
especially interssting that 1 s ensdled to 40 so Wy mﬁm X -
talkkdag to you by seens of the newsst snd most nmmi. sadium of
commnication about snother asdiwm that 1o as old as mam, |

Different as they ars in most respects thore &re sonme atriﬂpg' :
pointe of similarity between thess two wemne of m{aﬁtiw. Yor
jnstance, both are frae for the use of all sithemt toll or tariff,

%o corporation controls thew and the cnly restriotions of their use

are those imposed for the public good. Radio {x fres as air: and

the opsn road is eymbolic of freedem, ..
They sare alike also in thelr cmnipresent satant, Ho plece is w0

diatent or out of the wxy that radis will nst ruﬁh it; and wherever meo

is there the road is aleo, primitive sud vudeveloped it may be, Wt gzw
#nt neverthaless a3 & tie that links bim to kis feilm, Me m aart
be veasured in miles. Its remch is as wide as space. Homds are’ Bensu
able 1t is true, Wt coppersd »ith at&er moans of mim@ﬁn M
no rival in extent, Theres are two asd a helf million d%&t of tbn 1&
the United States. Tho telephone trails & millica siles Wnée. n;o -
telegraph has legs than a FAfth as mah aﬁem, and m m ﬁﬂw
systene of the country have oaly two h&m&ﬂd uui fifﬁ; thmamﬁ m@
of treck, Jjust one-tenth se much as the iength of the rosds,



. I

It is isteresting also to observe the parallel that exisis
between the modern develomment of the rosd and the mmim M
led up to the wyadiephons. Jobm L. Macidem's flrst m m m _
bailt not many years after Bamjsmin Frankiim's Kite breught &m from
the skles electiricity to be irvapped im a bottle, Mt‘mmﬁg -
there wore the germs of the modern paved road and the vadloj mm ..

sctusl invention of wireless followsd by only a few years the dewalo
ment of the modern types of pavement, | | _
Thers is this also tbat they have in cousmon: That Mhm

sti1l in a stage of development. ALl radioc fans m what gm
strides are being made in the improvement of wireless comsamjcation,
1 suspect there are not muny who realize mzmawmmﬁm

of scientific study snd that the advanoss that have besn wﬁm izl o
being made in their design are comparsble slmost to the improvesests ix
radto, Try o rTemscher the roads Magm:mmm; How fow of -
them were smooth and hevd! How meny were dusty mwt MM
many of thoem were izpassabdle ’ﬁlmlung :mmmmmmmﬂm

mil  How campare the rosds your swmery pietures ﬁt@;_@e
ways of toduy - Mzmtkmmmmzm;ﬁf_ 3
through all mmsmmmsamwmmM

and comfort, Recell how rare 1t was Lo pess A neighbe '
of a genaration agn, and then thick e:r-t.hﬁ-tm ims!ﬁa ci’m '
modern higheays, I that spece your memcty wpess Mighway br i
highway traffic has inoreased to tem times ibs former mnﬁm tn _

‘musber and weight, sud yei the modeva rosds have proved



-n

to the grester burden. Iravel by rosd 13 mow & plessire. Hob ._ 5
wany ysars ago it wss a chore, | :..

fhat has it cost to bring about this improvement {n the resde?
You are all interested in that becanse you, &s Lax peysrs, s m
the bill. If I tell you that ws spent mors last year tham in any
previous year and that the suount we speut was aboud $750,000,000 M |
vill probebly say that the D11 14 pretty largs. Let s wee how
large it really is. Say there are s bundred million W ia m
United States. That means that the cost of the ronds M m m gf |
ne last year was about $7.50, How meny radio m mw gm
§7,.50 in the course of & year on thelr recsiving ustal
thisi That even ihiz small expenditure was wore zm rem % m

28 8 result of sawisg in the cost of drivisg owver the rosts m W .-:

asde possidle by the improvement of the voaln. mmmﬂm ﬁ L

haws recently ehserved the reduction in the cost 61’ Mm alon m |

sperating motor trusks sver & parklculer seation of rod m s

%o pay off the cost of $he rosd in eleven years ant 811 ;Mm

wt&nwﬁmwmtmm | ,
Ia one other roepest vesds are like m&%ﬁ m%he :._:’ endts

fature that mm#m maxmgg A SHE

by the counties, W 3&1@3@* ank e ar
period,  Betwesm 1890 and 1915 a m




sty

went into Vhe road bufldimg tusiness as a partuer of Shoe m. . N
The Federal ald road act which was passed in that year m o |
an sppropriation with which the United States Gureramant . sould m
the States in the conatrustion of roads to b Wwils m e Jolmd
supervision ¢f the Federsl Government anthorities aask m ﬁaﬁi M :
way depertwonts. As & Tosult of $his act compebeat highwy departe
ments were orested in all States amd the work of yosd improvewsst m o
been still further scoslerated, Fhe Oovermment pays wM of the
cost of the work up ic one-halfl or & masiowy wm&&@i@-m.m-
per mile, which gives it & velce in the prowscution &f the somstruotion
work, | |
Sinoe 1916 $400,000,000 of Federal momey has bsen spproprised

for this purpose, and $178,000,000 has been spext in confusetiom ﬁﬁk -

mOTE tmwmw@raa-Mammu,mmwm _
which are zow congleted amid the 13,508 miles additiomsl ﬂabmﬁef
complsted. In other worde a'mdleage of voad nxzmmhmmu

tiaaaar&hhubmh&lﬁinmmmﬁm%ﬁaﬂm“

sasugh Yo make foar Toads from the Atlentis te the Pestfic wil) be m
pleted shortly. More tham 10,000 miles were sompisted lest yaer. =

4 yoor ags last Noveubor Comgress psseed snother sch knows as
the Pederg) Righway Act whloh, h%&iﬁm%mmgwm
contimusnss of the goopar:iive Fedsral and Btake m m fﬂ t’h. o

gether all the Mlatez aud limlisd to mot move &m'rm ot #W e



milesge in ench of ihe States, To thie aysbew &l m
soney will be applied on the theory Lhat £t ia betier Ve mm

the expenditure on & iimited silesgs afm»msmwmw
it over a large milsage by Lmproving a grest seny M mm
This sretam, the aslaction of which ia now practicelly W&M _
include more thas 160,000 siles and 1% s hoped to complebe Sin Loy
meat wilhin the mext fiftesn yoars. .




