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Tae Relation of Goud Roads to the Livestock Inéustry.
By Thos. H. MacDonald |

The livestock indvstiy is one of tas heaviest cont.t-;';butors to

the traffic vhich moves over the improved roads ihai ass now bea*tg;

tuilt in the United States at the rate of 40,000 miles a yea'c, - om. r.

the basis of 2 traffic census conducted by the Duresu of ?u'blicRoada

in Conmécticut it is estimated that 90,000 tons of draéae_d meat a:f_é_' :
transported over the rozds of that one State amnuvelly. 6:1 a singls

rain road of the State in ore ronth the one-way movement of i’_.aéa:ﬁ _'

products amounted o 334,000, pouuds, the avernge haul being H3

miles, In this Siate dressed meat constitutes nearly 3 'per'_”cBn't of -

the total tommage of commodn.t‘ s irangported by mghwayﬁ_
Iast yeay 3C0,000 hezd of Ilivestock werwe delivered 1:0 the Ka:&saa

Gity-r&ar‘*et bty motor truck. At St. Joseph, Omeha, Sioux cit‘y,', Eas't-. st».- :

Louis, Indiarapolis and other markets, the drive-dn trede ie develc‘: ng'
fagt, and will grovw to larger and 1&rger proportions’ as the roa&s _,ara
impro"eﬁa |

is & result of the 1mprovs,ment of the roads and the c:czzvehi‘ _,
of the motor truck many people living ay pcxn.,s 073 or lx,ss remot,_.
from +he railroad novw f:.nd it possible to have fresh meat as, a p&r
_of their regular d;et rc.ther than as an Ocraswnal lnmy .

From the staﬂdpmnt of the ghipper of ,,ivﬁstcc}s: the improved

roads have d;stinet advuntages aver the razlroads Tor the shﬂrt haul
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! farmur livipg 35 miles from Xansas City f:.nds tmt hogs shippe&

iy motor trucl: to the nariret ghrinhr duriug the entiru ,joumey 20
more than thay feroerly 3id between his ferm anc the railroa&

"shipniug point. Saipping by truck, he gats nis stocifc to mrkeh

_;'om 12 to 2L hours soomer than he possibly cou)_.a if -he__.-_gtill .
sepended upon the railroads Pormorly he begen loaainé, a railz‘o&d

ar in the afterpoon and, if he vwas Lucky, he reached: thamaﬂze

y 9 or 10 o'elock the folloving morning. Jiow he 1déds at}o'c

the morning and reaches the stockyards vzthin three or faur hou.rs

:’in Plenty of time to weter and feed nis hogs before *.:he maz'ket n.p.aﬁ

I mention these facts ko show the direet 1nterast of tha 11

" tock industry in the improvement of roads not only a.s an ai.d t“

roduct tion, but also as a very material factor in the marke;i_,ng and:

answnp‘cion of your producta

In the conatruct sion of :coads to meet the increas'n\g'f

then the Fedoral Govermment. thrrmg;h the Dﬁp&rtment of

& playing on important parte Since 1916 tre Govemmen

pértici-pating »ith the States in the cbnstmctmn--af -wha

5 }?edural aid roads the cost of "ﬁui»:h are paid on aupﬁ-

~ 30 bagis by the States snd B’edeml Gwammem. ;

ederal highway ac'h of 1%l 2 molicy has been 1aid da'
tabl shod vhich vill give the country aa a mze_ conmee
&m | of maiz high‘”ays, crmszstenﬂy imoved in a 'nnmh shm’tar

§ "_e than many of rou reallze. o
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The Federal 2id bishway system, provided for by tae act, as

final]y @.ESig})ﬂ.ted b}' the various State hig;tlway dEPﬁrments and
approved by the Sccrelavy of Agriculture inciudes somcething less

than 180,000 miles of intzrstate end inlerconrty rosds forming a.

netwerk that covers the ea*ire coun*ry. Practically every éity Qf
50C0 porulation or more wilil Iie direcily on the system and all w:-.l}. L
“be conncoted with it by improved Siate or couriy roads,as will _the ;
great majority of smeller citiess

It is estinated that in the thickly scttled States of tﬁe Easti _
apd ¥iddle Weazt not more *than 5 per ceot of the porulation .v:iﬂll: liv’§_.'
- further then 1C miles from ome of these roads, ond in the We"st'”ﬁ;é
: _' highway will be brougat as close as possible to every individ@éi.'éf "

- the scaittered population.

ilreedy more than 28,000 miles of Federéi aid 'rééﬁ..-:‘_ af_e_ campleted
and over 15,000 miles are under construciion, these Eeix_:g naarlySO
-.'-.'p_er'cent complete on September 30. The completed .mi'}.eége:is;gféﬁingi :
" at the Tate of nseriy 10,000 miles a yeér, and 25 the Federal ié_,w
-provides very dsfinitely for contipuous meinitensnes thers is ever:; '
assurance that these roads built with Pederal _qdoperat’i,§n mllcon»
stitute .a wise investment of the public funds ;'}hich- ml}.return
] dividendé to the tax vayers vho pay for .them, t.o_'_’shos.,c‘;-z”ﬁho nse'mem
_Gaily for business or for pleasure, an'd. 40 6 groupingreaterma

_than to the livestock industry.
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