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The Halation of Good Heads co the Livestock Industry, 
By 2hos. H. UaoUonald 

The livestock industry is one of tho heavi est contributors to 

the traffic vhich moves over the improved roads Uia\. a.-e now being 

built in the United States at the rate of Uo., OGO wiles a year. On 

the basis of a traffic census conducted by the Bureau of Public fioads 

in Connecticut it is estimated that 90,000 tons of dressed meat are , 

transported over the roads of that one State annually. On a single 

main road of the State in one month the one-way movement of meat 

products amounted to 33^,000, pounds, the average haul being &3 

miles. In this State dressed meat constitutes nearly 3 per cent of 

the total tonnage of commodities transported by highway-

Last year 300,000 head of livestock v?ere delivered to the Kansas ..J--""::-
City Market by motor truck. At St. Joseph, Omaha, Sious Cityt'Eae.t: 0* \> 
Louis, Indianapolis and other markets, the drive-in trade is developing 

fast, and will grow to larger and larger proportions as the roads are 

Improved*-

As a result of"the improvement of the roads and the convenience"'•./""Tsv*:.:.,"̂  

of the motor truck many people living at points mors or less remote 

from the railroad now find it possible to have fresh meat as a part . 

of their regular diet rather than as an occasional luxury* 

Prom the standpoint of the shipper of livestock the improved 

roads have distinct advantages over the railroads for the short haul*: 
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•A farmor living 35 ndles from Kansas City finds that hogs shippieel'•; 

',.by motor truck to the market shrink during the entire journey; no • • ̂  

ymore than thoy formerly did between his farm and the railroad ' 

shipping point. Shipping "by truck, he gets his stock to market • 

from 12 to 2k hours sooner than he possibly could if he still ; 

.depended upon the railroad, Formerly he begen loading a railroad":-

car in the afternoon and, if he was lucky, he reacbedV- the.fteiSfleYlb/ V• 

by 9 or 10 o'clock the following morning* Sow he loads at 3 o'clock, 

in the morning and reaches the stockyards within three or four hours-,' 

in plenty of time bo -fter and feed his hogs before th© market opens* 

I mention these facts to show the direct interest of the live­

stock industry in the improvement of roads not only as an aid to . -. 

production, but also as a very material factor in the marketing and:: 

^consumption of your product, • r"--0::,;̂  

In the construction of roads to meet the increasing need for . 

t̂hera the Federal Government through the Department of - 4gricuit̂ â i;v;;:i 

vis playing an important part. Since 1916 the Ooverasent.-^ 

fparticipating with the States in the construction of; wl^^a^^^n^^Jg: 

ffc* Federal aid roads the cost of ̂ hieh are paid on &m^px^^^^^Xl 

00 - 50 basis by the States and Federal Government. ;• psder-th©--' ;v":-";HyS 
Federal hi^jway act of 1921 a policy has been laid down and a program 

{established sfoich will give the country -as a whole a connected;.s3%̂ t;';-v 

of main higbrays,. consistently improved,, in a'much• snarJrapT"•/""'̂ .•V'. 

than many of you realise. • X'l&-
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The federal aid highway system, provided for "by the act, as 

finally designated by the various State highway departments and 

approved by the Secretary of Agriculture includes something less 

than ISO,COO miles of interstate and intercourty roads forming a 

network that covers the entire country. Practically every city of 

5000 population or more will lie directly on the system and all will 

he connected Tilth it by improved State or cour.ty roads sas will the 

great majority of smeller cities*. 

It is estimated that in the thickly settled States of the Bast 

and Kiddle West not more than 5 per cent of the population will live 

further than 10 miles from one of these roads, and in the West the 

highway will be brou^at as close as possible to every individual of ; 

the scattered population*. 

Already more than £S 50C0 miles of federal aid roadj are completed 

and over 15,000 miles are under construction, these being nearly 60 

per cent complete on September 30? ^Phe completed mileage is growing 

at the rate of nearly 10,000 miles a year, and as the "Federal law 

provides very definitely for continuous maintenance there is every • 

assurance that these roads bui.lt with federal cooperation -will con­

stitute a ifise investment of the public funds which will return ''-:̂;r_ĝ  

dividends to the tax payers who pay for them s to those who use them , 

daily for business or for pleasure* and to no group in greater measure/ 

than to the livestock industry* 
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