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In brizf, then, a balanced transpor-
fahun system prast give foll weight to
he individual profercrees and reods

ol all the residents of an urban arca—
while at the same time ceing resgon-
sive to the aver-nll goals, obisctives,
neads mJ fiszal  capabl of ihs

will provide tire most effictent, cffee-
iive, satisf:;cio-'v and cconomic hlend
of service. H such decisions are madz
on any ciher h.s:sﬁsuch as by an
ervitrary ond cquzl division of ©
Soiwesn WO O Inore medes—1ihe
evitable resuit will be an vneconormic
and unbalanced system and a2 misuse
of the public invesiren:,

Regarding il mpld transit, in that
handful of large cities where a nocd
GT' fL IS Oi"'iO{.b <l5"d where I!. is f"I'!""
ciatly Teasible it can make & very defin-
#s contributon to the over-all nro-
gram. It can play an impartzal role
in a few u:‘h'm arcas’ transporiation
nly a few,

Rmi ‘\Eo i’mcc”z. However, to as-
Sume-——as 30Mme LIroneousiy do—Inat
coastruction of a rail rapid transit
systemt will b2 the immediaie (.n" 283y
panacea w all of every city's trans-
porfation noeds would be a cosidy
gisaster.

Think, for examolez, of WNew York
Tity, which hes the most exicosive
subway systera on tie Norih American
continent. Even with such a large and
costly facility, Now York cannot exist
ithout fts strects and fresways. Even
with those great masses of gpeople
which the subway daily moves, the
streets still are crowded with cars,
racks, and buses—and the city has

s

great need for betior strests and more
} feeways. The New York subway does

part—the part it was inlended to
¢o—but it cannot come anywhere near-
1o handling New York’s total tronspor-
tation nmeeds of elther pedﬂl-ﬂ or goods
and services. WWhile nine out of fen
of the cenicr city workers reach their
jobs by Ir.v'wa, 4t some time during
e day o s oty of thom will wse a
taxi or big—-and all of them are serv-
wed by truchs opc ating an ;hc street

sysiem and only on the sireet s

5
Fne same prncr)‘.es hold irue for
ar other cities.

Tﬁ“re seems 1o bc a populer mis.
concepiien ryeganding mass fransit-—
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readily availible mo ("‘ ai we can
mhfauﬂiy axpest fo ohtsm within the
next 28 veurs or more.
Thr reason i3 that, ar most,
are only about 10 of the largest
in this country where vail rop

|-|,1;.rc
citics
pid tran-

sit sysfems could proctically be imme
pau LI t“..

Siimple ceoromics dictate
Eonwuaﬁer'-g with ihe fact
sit is adupteble only when
certain definite characleris-

densziy crowded popula-
tien corridors of 60 te 70,050 persons
per suuare milc,

So for pract ’c i purposes, wihon we
talk abows repid transit, we really are
taiking about bus transit.

Several bus rapid (ransit demonstra-
fion programs are now it proaress
around the country, and the one that
has prabably received the most na-

onal publiicity 15 the exclusive bus
anc on Shlrey Highwayv {195} in
Washington's northern Virginia sub-
urhan area. This facility speeds com-
muter buses into the nea rt of down-
town Washington. providing bus rid-
ers a time savings of up to 3¢ minutes
over other commuters i pz—.ssmgsr
cars,

The other mrograms—such as rhat
on 1-495 betwesn the Mew Jersey
Turapike and the Linceln Tunanel, and
the so-galled “Blue Streak” program in
Seattic—are cqually os successful,

And more are on the wav. (Sce
Biciway User, May, 1971.)

Mow Tools. Seme new focls are
aviiinble 1o Us nOW o pssist in solving
the vrban transporiation nceds—be-
cause the 1970 Federal Aid Higzhway
Act has supplicd us with them (o im-
plemant bus rapid transit facs.dtiss.
{-or oxamnie, if studies show that con-
structich of an exclusive busway would
move more people more expeditiousiy
and pr::ctic::lly than gonstruction of
a proposed highway projcef, then the
furds that would have been used for
the hlghway project can be used 1o
build 1he busway, instezd.

This program under the Hizhway
Act. wheoa conpled with 1970 logisla-
tion {or our sistey agency, e Urban
Mass Transportation Associalion. (o
acazicn modern buses, can oinily pro-
vide any city with a balanced, flex-
ible, and readity available fransporta-
ts':m systent,

Froowovs. f‘f oL, E‘
ARilre provid :

¥s 15 Wa"v'ez,n 45 an
§ 37——0% comnarct with
151w '40 Maiich per NOUT GR MG or ar-

teriel sirerls and 15 te 30 miles per

howur on nunor séveets. 1 believe most
will agrec that, except during the worst
£ the rush hour conrestion, freeways
are even nowy gelting people (0 many
destinations quilp auickly,
wost Trips Mot Downtown, st
always overlooked by transpon (1101
critics s the fact dhat G movemeant
of people in an urban area invelves
ch more than the rusk hour move-
meng of commuters to and from the
central businesy district only. The fact
is that there are mrany who travel our
metropolitan areas—at 2l hours of day
and aight—who rarelv, il cver, go
downtown. Svrpnsingly, §5 (o 93 per
cent of ail melrepolitan area irips do
not go downtown. Thes? are the tons
made By poople wha travel at right
angles to the radial transpartalion cor-
ridors which lead into the cenler city.
plus those who ravel aroynd ontirely
within the suburban areas. Thzy do
this, of course, by street and b »*‘1”’2&'
—because it is the preferred wav, znd
reality shows that it will coatinug to
he the only way for a long Uime 10
come. In a balanced transporintion
plan, these residents of the metropoli-
tan arca must he served no less than
the center-clly commiliers,

By 1o means i$ 8 Sily's eulite work
force centered in the downatawn area
of a metropoliian area, In most of
our cities, the downtowns are g wing
at a slower rate thap the arza as a
whole, In 2 few cuses 1he center oity
is actually declining.

i thfn}; it would be manifestly im-
possiblz (o provide ciilicr : ﬁll-—-'—u bus
triansit £'1C1hr es to handle a1l or sven
a majority of such wmﬂv disparsed
movemests, simply because of the al-
most infinite number of combhinations
of trip origin, destiration, rouie, and
{irning.

Up to this poirt. T have been dis-
cussing the question of moving people
in melmpo]itan arcas—admittediy a
very important problem. Bw there is
far more 10 2 halanced tranmort:—eiiom
program thao that—a 1ot more

Goods Movements, Considier truck
traffic, which is cssential 0 'i"“ C"é—
noaaic 1270 of o eity. 1 has beer said—
and correctiy—-taar in the rr-O\.’::“.cnt
of goods, matter what oede of
.ff:'erc:'r\,' transpart s used, trucks al-

nost exciusively originats 2nd tarmis

~F

nate all cargo. It is by m:am ﬂac:r'
trucks that the stores in

the surrounding au.hum‘ &

d, the c!c"rnn:, the hutsing ma-
TC!"I«:‘S. and appt
andd HEWEPNPeT:

of thess comiaoe

e ces, and modicings.
ad odniimnea

1
S

T e P I |
fits could Practichay




be shipped by any existing or proposed
mass transit, Oniy highways and streets
can do this essential job.

Emergency Services. Think, too, of
all the innumerable services se vital to
the iife of a communtiy which are
uiterly dc%r‘ﬁcn‘ on highways—and
which in no conceivable way could be
performed by any kind of mass tran-
sit.  These are the cveryday things
we all pretty much take for granted.

Consider, for instance, the ambu-
fance, which in an emergency can
mean the difference between life and

deaih. it can travel only by highway.

Think of the fire truck, which can
save a home or a place of business—-
if modern streets and freeways are
available to help speed its trip and
get it there in fime. And then there
is the police car, which quickly pro-
vides protection or assistance when
vou peed it, The garbage truck re-
moves refuse by using the street sys-
iem, The repair fruck brings the
piamber, ine dectrician, the carpens
ter, the TV repairman, to home or
business, via the strest and ngiﬂv/"ty
network. All these vehicles are in-
tended only {or sireet travel

When people nced groceries they get
in thoeir cars, drive to the supermar-
ket and Toad up 2 week or two woeks'
supply using cily streets. If they go
to the drug store, the movies, a con-
coet, & sporfing event, thelr 'hurch
or take the kids to school—the chances
are they go by car ard use the high-
way network.

In fact, no onc can himagine the or-
dinary, everyday life of our cities
without highways. Complete chaos—
even ucmh would be the inevitable
a very short period of time.
]’ zhmn he relative importance of
ghwavs in an urban grea is

pu
7-;‘

quite obvious. They simply are ir-
replaceable—heeause there is nothing
with which to replace thom.
I know, of course, rhag some people,
ho for one reasen or anciher seem o
e -m*hmvs and automchiles, wish
h would just _go away,
placed by some hazy form of Utopia
where there would—in their dream

[

ty b oree

world nroblems.
But wishing won’t make # <o, The
Al Promiemn oL el e gtes wnis

less the people also diss
task is to work out the best way 1o
live with motor vehiclzs and quit wast-
ing our time wishing tf}cy would zo
away. We must gel on with the job of
improving (he environmenial qualitics

.ppear.. So our

and safety characteristics of our ve-
hictes and devise the bost ways (o
make them meet our many urgent
transpertation necds.

Of course, not jusi the chiles are
dependent on highways. i'i“c fact is,
05 per cent of off fravel in th

Sy e
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a4t

try is by highway.

Highwayws Taken For Granted. Tt
is o curious ireny that highways are
anieh 5 witsl nart AF A natienal 1

Wit eyl ude Coliioiuons iney
RN S
make—~have come 1o be 5o taken for

granted by the public. o
in the Federal Highway Admipistra-
tion we have prejections which teil us
that the population of a medium large
city s likely o increase by as much
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as 50 per cent by 1990-—less than 20
vears from now. During the same pe-
riod, the daily vehicle miles traveled
in the metropolitan area will also in-
crease by 100 per cenr—but transit
trips will account for only five per
cent of the total movement.

We Better Keep On. Think about
that for & moment. T believe it be-
comics obvious w‘*y we had better keep
on with the ]Oh of pro.ndur,c the high-
way and sireet Lacilives thar wre ol
to be nocdad . .
Because if we do’t plan aad begin
now, our citics are going to face stag-
gering transporiation probicms that
cannot ther be solved.

Let us get this whole guuestion of

in oy thar oo o

balanced tranmsportation clearly in
focus. While we are providing needed

mass transit facilities in citics
rail and bus—Ilet us not lose sight of
what these facilities can—and very
importantly-—what they camnor do;
what they are intended to do and what
they are ret intended to do; what they

.

are designed for and what they are
net dC\‘iﬂc}ca for.

‘ll. In.t Ls no* be lulled into
unt of muass
T fimi-
te the nead for a Eot of now and
improved highways, or that some
presently unavailuble scheme con in-
terchangeably provide the services and
movenest of goods that realistionlly

only highwavs and strects and motor
vehicles {oday can do.

- By ali means Jet vs not make the
mistake of taking our vitally necded
funds away from highways to help &
nance some other transportation idea
unless—un/ess—capable study shows
that this will p"()v‘de mMore folal lrans-
portation and increased service at
lesser total cost.

Mere funds ate needed (o accom-
plish our mass transportation goals—
and highway pcople will readily agree
that they are~—so by all means let us
try to find these funds. But not at the
expense of the highway program with
its equally compeliing or perhaps more
compelling nceds.

In Bolonce. Let us meake certain
thut the balanced trapspertation that
we nced and are striving for is kept
in balance by providing for all of the
purts neceded to make up the whole
machine. Let us look azhead to the
time when our highway system and
mass transportation systems fully com-
plement one another in all our mgjor
citics—and when each plavs the role
for which it is most capable. This
means & continued street and hichway
improvement program as now being
planncd plus o substantially augmented
bus mass Lansit sysiem operafing ou
that highwoy and strect noiwerk, plus
some mecasurc of traffie, parking ond
working hours controls. ‘:1 ih & com-
bination, now aitainable under prosent
funding aad statutory authorizat:ons
can solve wiban traneperintion necds
for the rost of the

This s a balanced
progrant.

Youo kpow

what

happens
somzthingy s not in balance.




