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T H E C A S E F O R B U S E S 

R e m a r k s of F e d e r a l H i g h w a y A d m i n i s t r a t o r F . C . T u r n e r 
B e f o r e t h e M e t r o p o l i t a n S e c t i o n , A m e r i c a n S o c i e t y of 
C i v i l E n g i n e e r s , F e b r u a r y 9> 1971, i n N e w Y o r k C i t y 

T h a n k y o u f o r i n v i t i n g m e h e r e t o d a y . It i s a p l e a s u r e t o 

p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h i s d i s c u s s i o n of t h e b u s r a p i d t r a n s i t c o n c e p t - -

s o m e t h i n g t h a t l o n g h a s b e e n of g r e a t i n t e r e s t t o m e . 

L i k e e v e r y o n e e l s e , I s u p p o s e , I h a v e b e e n f o l l o w i n g v e r y 

c l o s e l y t h e e x p l o i t s of t h e A p o l l o 14 m i s s i o n . T h i s i s a t r e m e n d o u s 

a c h i e v e m e n t , a n d s o m e t h i n g i n w h i c h e v e r y A m e r i c a n c a n t a k e g r e a t 

p r i d e . H o w e v e r , I a m s u r e t h a t i t w o n ' t b e l o n g b e f o r e w e a g a i n h e a r 

t h a t q u e s t i o n t h a t h a s b e e n a s k e d b e f o r e : If w e c a n p u t m e n o n t h e 

m o o n , w h y c a n ' t w e d o s o m e t h i n g a b o u t u r b a n t r a f f i c c o n g e s t i o n ? 

W e l l , I t h i n k w e c a n d o s o m e t h i n g , a n d w e a r e d o i n g s o m e t h i n g . 

B u t b e f o r e I d i s c u s s t h a t , l e t ' s f i r s t c o n s i d e r t h e p r o b l e m w e 

a r e t r y i n g t o s o l v e . W h a t m o s t p e o p l e a r e t h i n k i n g a b o u t w h e n t h e y 

s p e a k of u r b a n t r a f f i c c o n g e s t i o n i s a c t u a l l y t h e d a i l y m o r n i n g a n d 

e v e n i n g r u s h h o u r m o v e m e n t i n a n d o u t of t h e d o w n t o w n a r e a . 

- m o r e -
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In terms of total urban travel this is a relatively minor 

portion, since all downtown-oriented trips together represent only five 

to 15 percent of total urban trips, depending on the particular area. 

The remaining 85 to 95 percent of all trips are scattered throughout 

the length and breadth of the area and throughout all hours of the day and 

night. By their very nature the overwhelming bulk of these trips involve 

the use of the private automobile. They no doubt will continue to depend 

on the auto. A large majority of our fellow citizens have demonstrated 

emphatically and repeatedly that they prefer the convenience and personal 

mobility of individual automobile travel. And what with the continuing 

growth and spread of our urban areas, the Federal-State highway program 

will be concentrating increasingly on meeting this portion of urban trans

portation demand. 

Meanwhile, the rush-hour commuter travel presents a special 

problem, one that is separate and distinct to a large degree from the other 

portion of urban transportation demand. This arises from the peak-hour 

loading of the transportation corridors leading into and out of the downtown. 

In most of our metropolitan areas this problem will not be 

resolved by building enough freeway lanes to fully handle these periods 

of peak demand. This kind of solution would not be economically feasible, 

and even if it were, it would not be socially acceptable. 

So, we have to approach the problem from another angle. The 

most immediate and practical solution, therefore, is to increase the 
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people-moving efficiency, or "productivity," of our existing urban 

highway system through the greater use of higher capacity vehicles, 

particularly buses and also car pools. 

Now, public officials certainly have to be mindful of what 

our customers want, and as I said, they prefer the kind of flexibility 

that comes from personal rather than large group transportation. 

However, where large numbers of individual trips coincide with one another 

in both time and space, as they do in rush-hour traffic, then buses, 

using the same accessible and versatile highway network, can reasonably 

duplicate the services of a portion of private transportation. 

I know you are familiar with the mathematics of the situation: 

The average occupancy of private automobiles on urban freeways during 

rush hours is 1.5 persons. Since the capacity of a freeway lane is about 

2,000 cars an hour, this means that one lane usually transports, at most, 

3, 000 persons in that time period. 

On the other hand, most buses are capable of carrying 50 to 60 

passengers and often do in rush hours -- so it requires only 50 to 

60 buses to transport the same number of commuters as do these 2,000 cars. 

Obviously, if one bus keeps 30 vehicles off the freeways, or if 

60 buses keep 2, 000 vehicles parked at home, this is going to make a 

significant contribution in reducing congestion. All traffic will flow 

more freely, commuting time will be cut, safety will be enhanced, arid 

there will be fê aer frayed tempers. 



N o w , if a n y s i g n i f i c a n t n u m b e r of c o m m u t e r s a r e g o i n g t o 

b e p u r s u a d e c l t o l e a v e t h e i r c a r s a t h o m e t h e a l t e r n a t i v e f o r m of 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n w i l l h a v e t o b e a t t r a c t i v e , w h i c h m e a n s i t m u s t b e b o t h 

f a s t a n d c o n v e n i e n t . 

I a m c o n v i n c e d t h a t i n t h e g r e a t m a j o r i t y of u r b a n a r e a s a r o u n d 

t h e c o u n t r y t h i s a l t e r n a t i v e w i l l h a v e t o b e b u s r a p i d t r a n s i t . 

Of c o u r s e , t h e r e a r e a n u m b e r of s i t u a t i o n s w h e r e r a i l r a p i d 

t r a n s i t m a k e s i m p o r t a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n s , s u c h a s i n C h i c a g o , P h i l a d e l p h i a , 

B o s t o n , C l e v e l a n d a n d e v e n t u a l l y S a n F r a n c i s c o a n d W a s h i n g t o n , n o t 

t o m e n t i o n N e w Y o r k , w h e r e t h e s u b w a y i s a b s o l u t e l y e s s e n t i a l i n m o v i n g 

p e o p l e . B u t t h e s e s i t u a t i o n s a r e v i r t u a l l y i n a s p e c i a l c a t e g o r y w h e n 

v i e w e d i n t h e c o n t e x t of t h e p r a c t i c a l n e e d s a n d r e s o u r c e s of o u r u r b a n 

a r e a s g e n e r a l l y . 

E v e n i n t h e s e r a i l t r a n s i t c i t i e s , y o u s t i l l n e e d a n e x c e l l e n t b u s 

t r a n s i t s y s t e m . T h i n k of w h a t t h i n g s w o u l d b e l i k e h e r e i n N e w Y o r k if 

s u d d e n l y a l l t h e b u s e s w e r e p u t o u t of s e r v i c e . I t i s n o t a h a p p y t h o u g h t . 

A n d i n c i t i e s l i k e O m a h a , N e b r a s k a ; P h o e n i x , A r i z o n a ; S a n D i e g 

C a l i f o r n i a ; M i l w a u k e e , W i s c o n s i n ; R o c h e s t e r , N e w Y o r k - - i n f a c t i n 

p r a c t i c a l l y a l l of o u r m e t r o p l i t a n a r e a s , b u s e s w i l l h a v e t o d o t h e 

c o m p l e t e j o b . I t s i m p l y i s n o t e c o n o m i c a l l y f e a s i b l e t o b u i l d s u b w a y s 

e x c e p t i n t h e l a r g e s t c i t i e s a n d o n l y t h o s e w i t h s p e c i a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 

t h a t m a k e t h e m a d a p t a b l e t o r a i l r a p i d t r a n s i t , s u c h a s h i g h d e n s i t y 

p o p u l a t i o n c o r r i d o r s , e t c . 
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Since buses can make use of existing and planned urban freeways, 

a marked increase in the use of bus transit will not require the heavy 

capital outlays needed to provide some totally new system. Not only that, 

but the type of bus rapid transit service I a m talking about can be provided 

very quickly in any urban area in the country certainly within a period 

of two or three years, at most. 

For the past several years, we in the Federal Highway 

Administration have been exploring this area, seeking ways in which the 

highway program can help spur bus transit development and particularly 

through preferential treatment for buses. In the early 1960-s we determined 

that Federal-aid highway funds could be used in the development of 

exclusive bus lanes under certain conditions and we later re~emphasized 

this position in urging our regional administrators to "seek out opportunities 

to participate in improving transit service and to aid in any way possible 

in bringing it about." 

We've since approved separate or preferential bus lanes, and even 

busways on their own separate rights-of-way and I will briefly describe 

the projects a little bit later. 

There is more to it, of course, than just providing the special 

roadways that enable the buses to provide truly rapid transit, and thus 

making them appealing to commuters who see them whiz by as they 

are crawling along in bumper-to-bumper taffic . The buses must 

also be modern, clean and comfortable. There must be enough 
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of t h e m s o t h a t t h e r e i s f r e q u e n c y of o p e r a t i o n a n d t h a t s c h e d u l e s a r e 

m e t , a n d t h a t r o u t e s a r e l o c a t e d c l o s e t o b o t h e n d s of t h e t r i p w i t h o u t 

t r a n s f e r r i n g . 

T h a t i s w h e r e t h e U r b a n M a s s T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 

o u r s i s t e r a g e n c y a t t h e D e p a r t m e n t of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n , c o m e s i n , s i n c e i t 

i s t h e a g e n c y t h a t p r o v i d e s t h e g r a n t s t o b u y t h e f l e e t s of n e w b u s e s 

t h a t w i l l b e r e q u i r e d t o m a k e b u s t r a n s i t s u c c e s s f u l . A n d , w e w o r k v e r y 

c l o s e l y , o n a c o n t i n u i n g b a s i s , w i t h U M T A . P r o v i d i n g i m p r o v e d r a p i d 

t r a n s i t c a n ' t b e d o n e o n a u n i l a t e r a l b a s i s . I t h a s t o b e a j o i n t v e n t u r e - -

b o t h in t h e F e d e r a l G o v e r n m e n t , a n d i n t h e l o c a l c o m m u n i t y . 

W e n o w h a v e t h e n e c e s s a r y l e g i s l a t i o n t o m a k e t h i s b u s r a p i d 

t r a n s i t p r o g r a m a s u c c e s s f u l o n e - - in t h e U r b a n M a s s T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

A s s i s t a n c e A c t , w h i c h c o n t a i n s t h e a u t h o r i t y t o a s s i s t i n a c q u i s i t i o n of 

t r a n s i t v e h i c l e s a n d t h e i r s e r v i c i n g f a c i l i t i e s , a n d i n t h e F e d e r a l - A i d 

H i g h w a y A c t of 1970 , w h i c h c o n t a i n s t h e a u t h o r i t y t o c o n s t r u c t t h e 

r e q u i r e d r o a d w a y f a c i l i t i e s a n d m a n y o t h e r a p p u r t e n a n c e s . 

T h e t w o a c t s a r e c o m p l e m e n t a r y t o o n e a n o t h e r , a n d s h o u l d 

s u p p l y c e n t e r c i t y t r a n s p o r t a t i o n n e e d s f o r b o t h t h e p r e s e n t a n d 20 

y e a r s h e n c e . 

T h e r e i s n o d o u b t i n m y m i n d t h a t a f e w y e a r s f r o m n o w w e w i l l 

l o o k b a c k on t h i s 1970 l e g i s l a t i o n a s a l a n d m a r k i n t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 

of m o d e r n u r b a n t r a n s i t , j u s t a s w e n o w l o o k b a c k o n t h e F e d e r a l - A i d 
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H i g h w a y A c t of 1 9 5 6 , w i t h i t s p r o g r a m f o r t h e I n t e r s t a t e S y s t e m , a s 

a l a n d m a r k in h i g h w a y d e v e l o p m e n t . 

L e t m e s a y j u s t a f e w w o r d s a b o u t t h e 1970 H i g h w a y A c t ' s 

p r o v i s i o n f o r u r b a n h i g h w a y p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

T h e A c t p r o v i d e s f u n d s t o f i n a n c e t h e F e d e r a l s h a r e of t h e 

c o s t s of p r o j e c t s f o r t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n of e x c l u s i v e o r p r e f e r e n t i a l b u s 

l a n e s , h i g h w a y t r a f f i c c o n t r o l d e v i c e s , b u s p a s s e n g e r l o a d i n g a r e a s 

a n d f a c i l i t i e s , i n c l u d i n g s h e l t e r s , a n d f r i n g e a n d t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c o r r i d o r 

p a r k i n g f a c i l i t i e s t o s e r v e b u s a n d o t h e r p u b l i c m a s s t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

p a s s e n g e r s . 

T h e A c t s e t s f o r t h s o m e s t i p u l a t i o n s r e g a r d i n g F e d e r a l 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n w h i c h a r e i n t e n d e d t o a s s u r e t h a t p r o j e c t s s e r v e a s a n a l t e r n a t i v e 

t o a d d i t i o n a l h i g h w a y c o n s t r u c t i o n b y p r o v i d i n g i n c r e a s e d c a p a c i t y f o r t h e 

m o v e m e n t of p e r s o n s . 

T h e A c t a l s o p r o v i d e s : " N o p r o j e c t a u t h o r i z e d b y t h i s s e c t i o n 

s h a l l b e a p p r o v e d u n l e s s t h e S e c r e t a r y of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n h a s r e c e i v e d 

a s s u r a n c e s s a t i s f a c t o r y t o h i m f r o m t h e S t a t e t h a t p u b l i c m a s s t r a n s 

p o r t a t i o n s y s t e m s w i l l h a v e a d e q u a t e c a p a b i l i t y t o f u l l y u t i l i z e t h e p r o p o s e d 

p r o j e c t . " 

So n o w w e h a v e t h e l e g i s l a t i v e t o o l s t o i m p l e m e n t t h i s b u s r a p i d 

t r a n s i t p r o g r a m . A n d a s a r e s u l t of o u r e a r l i e r e f f o r t s w e a l r e a d y a r e 

m o v i n g a h e a d o n t h i s i n a v a r i e t y of w a y s , t r y i n g s e v e r a l d i f f e r e n t 

a p p r o a c h e s » i n e x p e r i m e n t a l p r o g r a m s in d i f f e r e n t p a r t s of t h e c o u n t r y . 
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T h e r e a r e o t h e r s p e a k e r s h e r e t o d a y w h o w i l l e x p l a i n m o r e 

f u l l y s o m e of t h e s e p r o j e c t s , s o I w i l l j u s t t o u c h o n t h e m r a t h e r b r i e f l y . 

T h e f i r s t o n e w e i m p l e m e n t e d , of c o u r s e , w h i c h h a s r e c e i v e d 

c o n s i d e r a b l e n a t i o n a l a t t e n t i o n , w a s t h e e x c l u s i v e b u s l a n e o n S h i r l e y 

H i g h w a y (1-95) i n t h e s u b u r b a n V i r g i n i a a r e a of W a s h i n g t o n , D . C . 

T h i s f r e e w a y i s u n d e r g o i n g e x t e n s i v e r e c o n s t r u c t i o n , a n d a l l t h e a g e n c i e s 

c o n c e r n e d a g r e e d t h a t t h i s w o u l d b e a g o o d o p p o r t u n i t y to t e s t t h e 

c o n c e p t of a n e x c l u s i v e b u s l a n e . T w o r e v e r s i b l e l a n e s r u n n i n g a t o t a l 

of f o u r m i l e s h a v e b e e n u s e d e x c l u s i v e l y b y i n b o u n d b u s e s d u r i n g t h e 

m o r n i n g r u s h h o u r s . T h e f i r s t , l i m i t e d t e s t w a s s o s u c c e s s f u l t h a t 

i t w a s d e c i d e d t o c o n s t r u c t a t e m p o r a r y b u s r o a d w a y t h e r e m a i n i n g f o u r 

m i l e s t o t h e n e w 14th S t r e e t B r i d g e s p a n n i n g t h e P o t o m a c R i v e r . A m i l e 

a n d a h a l f of t h i s h a s a l r e a d y b e e n o p e n e d , w i t h t h e r e m a i n d e r t o b e p u t 

i n s e r v i c e on A p r i l 1. So f a r , c o m m u t e r s u s i n g t h i s b u s s e r v i c e a r e s a v i n g 

12 t o 18 m i n u t e s e a c h m o r n i n g . W h e n t h e e x c l u s i v e b u s r o a d w a y i s 

c o m p l e t e d i n t o W a s h i n g t o n t h i s S p r i n g , i t i s e x p e c t e d t h e y w i l l s a v e u p 

t o 30 m i n u t e s . A t t h a t t i m e t h e e x c l u s i v e b u s l a n e w i l l b e r e v e r s e d f o r 

o u t g o i n g b u s e s d u r i n g t h e a f t e r n o o n r u s h h o u r s . It s h o u l d b e n o t e d , t o o , 

t h a t s i n c e t h i s f a s t b u s s e r v i c e w a s i n i t i a t e d , t h e p a t r o n a g e h a s i n c r e a s e d 

b y 35 p e r c e n t . 

T h e a d d i t i o n a l c o n s t r u c t i o n c o s t s e s t i m a t e d t o p r o v i d e t h e b u s 

r o a d w a y t o t a l $ 3 . 4 2 m i l l i o n . T h i s i s a b a r g a i n , b e c a u s e e v e n if t h e b u s w a y 

i s u s e d o n l y t h r e e y e a r s , t h e e c o n o m i c b e n e f i t s a r e e x p e c t e d t o r e a c h 

a n e s t i m a t e d $ 1 2 . 2 4 m i l l i o n . 
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T h e r e i s a s i d e b e n e f i t , h e r e , t o o - - t y p i c a l of t h e m a n y w e 

r e c e i v e f r o m o u r i n v e s t m e n t i n t h e h i g h w a y p l a n t . T h e e x c l u s i v e b u s 

l a n e c a n a l s o b e u s e d b y e m e r g e n c y v e h i c l e s s u c h a s a m b u l a n c e s , p o l i c e 

c a r s o r f i r e t r u c k s - - s o t h a t e v e n d u r i n g t h e h e i g h t of t h e r u s h h o u r s , 

w h e n c o n g e s t i o n i s h e a v i e s t , t h e s e e m e r g e n c y v e h i c l e s c a n m o v e q u i c k l y 

w h e n n e e d e d . 

I a m s u r e y o u a r e w e l l a w a r e of t h e e x c l u s i v e b u s l a n e i n b o u n d 

o n 1-495 a c r o s s t h e H u d s o n in N e w J e r s e y , w h i c h e n a b l e s b u s e s t o s a v e 

m o r e t h a n 15 m i n u t e s b e t w e e n t h e N e w J e r s e y T u r n p i k e a n d t h e L i n c o l n 

T u n n e l . M o r e t h a n 800 b u s e s c a r r y i n g a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3 5 , 0 0 0 c o m m u t e r s 

e a c h m o r n i n g a r e u s i n g t h i s e x c l u s i v e l a n e , a n d f r o m a l l r e p o r t s w e 

g e t i t i s a n u n q u a l i f i e d s u c c e s s . In f a c t , I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t a b o u t t h e 

o n l y c o m p l a i n t i s t h a t of t h e c o m m u t e r w h o s a i d t h a t h i s b u s i s g e t t i n g 

h i m t o w o r k a t h i s M a n h a t t a n o f f i ce s o m u c h e a r l i e r t h a t h e d o e s n ' t k n o w 

w h a t t o d o w i t h h i m s e l f . I f e e l c o n f i d e n t t h a t t h i s w i l l n o t b e a g e n e r a l 

c o m p l a i n t f r o m m o s t of t h e b u s r i d e r s w h o a r e s p e n d i n g 15 m i n u t e s 

l e s s a b o a r d e a c h m o r n i n g . 

T h e r e i s a n i n t e r e s t i n g t h i n g a b o u t t h i s p r o g r a m , w h i c h a g a i n 

t a k e s a d v a n t a g e of t h e v e r s a t i l i t y of o u r h i g h w a y s . T h i s e x c l u s i v e l a n e , 

w h i c h e x t e n d s f o r t w o - a n d - a - h a l f m i l e s , a c t u a l l y g o e s a g a i n s t t r a f f i c i n 

o n e of t h e o u t b o u n d l a n e s , t h e r e b y i n c r e a s i n g t h e " p r o d u c t i v i t y " of a n 

a v a i l a b l e h i g h w a y f a c i l i t y . 

In S e a t t l e , t h e r e i s t h e s o - c a l l e d " B l u e S t r e a k " d e m o n s t r a t i o n 
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project. Here special "Blue Streak" express buses travel six miles 

between a 550-car parking lot in a residential area to the heart of 

downtown on Interstate 5. At the downtown end, buses use an 

exclusive on-off ramp, and for pickups in the afternoon rush hours, an 

exclusive wrong-way lane on a one-way street. Again, the reports 

on this program are most encouraging. Bus commuters are saving 

around ZO minutes per trip, and the response has been so favorable 

that the parking lot is overflowing by 8:30 each morning. 

You will note that this project varies from both the Shirley 

Highway and 1-495 programs -- attesting once more to the versatility 

of highways and the wide number of options available to the planners 

and engineers. 

In California, plans are being rushed for an 11-mile exclusive 

bus highway --or bus way -- between downtown Los Angeles and the 

City of El Monte. It will be located partly within the median of and 

partly adjacent to the San Bernardino Freeway (1-10). Included in this 

project will be two grade-separated bus lanes, two stations, two 

fringe parking areas, and the relocation of a railroad line. It has been 

estimated that passenger volume will be 4, 000 persons per hour in the 

peak hour direction -- which is equivalent to two lanes of freeway 

widening in each direction. To handle the increased patronage, 100 new-

buses will be purchased. The average bus speed and travel time on this 

facility will be approximately 40 miles per hour and 18 minutes, 
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r e s p e c t i v e l y , a n d t h e t w o f r i n g e p a r k i n g l o t s w i l l h a v e s p a c e f o r 

1, 950 v e h i c l e s . 

D u r i n g t h e f i r s t t w o y e a r s , t h e s e e x c l u s i v e l a n e s w i l l b e 

o p e n t o g e n e r a l t r a f f i c d u r i n g o f f - p e a k h o u r s a n d o n w e e k e n d s f o r 

t h e h e a v y r e c r e a t i o n a l t r a f f i c t h e y h a v e t h e r e . T h i s r e c r e a t i o n a l 

t r a v e l , of c o u r s e , d e p e n d s a l m o s t e n t i r e l y o n p r i v a t e v e h i c l e s . I n 

f a c t , b e c a u s e of t h i s r e c r e a t i o n a l t r a f f i c , t r a f f i c o n w e e k e n d s o n 

t h e S a n B e r n a r d i n o F r e e w a y i s h e a v i e r t h a n a n y o t h e r t i m e - - s o 

t h e e x c l u s i v e b u s w a y w i l l b e p r o v i d i n g a b o n u s f o r m o t o r i s t s : t w o 

a d d i t i o n a l l a n e s w h e n t h e y n e e d t h e m t h e m o s t . A g a i n , a n o t h e r 

e x a m p l e of t h e b e n e f i t s t h a t a c c r u e f r o m o u r h i g h w a y i n v e s t m e n t . 

O b v i o u s l y , t h i s i s u n i q u e t o h i g h w a y s . T h e s a m e t y p e of r e t u r n 

i s n o t p o s s i b l e o n f i x e d - r a i l t y p e s of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

T h e f o l l o w i n g t h r e e y e a r s of t h i s p r o g r a m , i t i s p l a n n e d t o 

l e t c a r p o o l s u s e t h i s b u s w a y i n t h e p e a k h o u r s - - b u t o n a m e t e r e d 

b a s i s s o a s n o t t o i m p e d e t h e f low of b u s e s . 

I t i s n o t e w o r t h y t h a t C a l i f o r n i a h i g h w a y o f f i c i a l s f i g u r e t h a t 

t h i s i s o n e p r o j e c t t h e y c a n ' t l o s e on ; e v e n if t h e b u s e x p e r i m e n t s h o u l d 

n o t c o m e u p t o e x p e c t a t i o n s - - a n d n o o n e b e l i e v e s t h i s w i l l h a p p e n 

t h e y w o u l d s t i l l h a v e t w o a d d i t i o n a l t r a f f i c l a n e s , w h i c h c e r t a i n l y 

w o u l d n o t b e w a s t e d ! 

I n M i l w a u k e e C o u n t y , a f e a s i b i l i t y s t u d y i s b e i n g c o n d u c t e d 

i n v o l v i n g a p r o p o s e d b u s r o a d w a y a s p a r t of a b u s r a p i d t r a n s i t 
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s y s t e m t h e r e . U n d e r t h e p l a n n e d s y s t e m , b u s e s w o u l d c i r c u l a t e i n 

r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a s t o p i c k u p c o m m u t e r s , u s e a n e t w o r k of f r e e w a y s 

i n o u t l y i n g a r e a s , t h e n e n t e r a n e x c l u s i v e b u s r o a d w a y a p p r o x i m a t e l y 

f i ve m i l e s in l e n g t h i n t o t h e M i l w a u k e e c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t . 

In P i t t s b u r g h , f i n a l d e s i g n w o r k i s u n d e r w a y on t w o e x c l u s i v e 

b u s h i g h w a y s , m a k i n g u s e of e x i s t i n g s t r e e t c a r a n d r a i l r o a d r i g h t s - o f - w a y 

t h i s f u n d e d by o u r s i s t e r a g e n c y , U M T A . 

I n C l e v e l a n d , a d e t a i l e d f e a s i b i l i t y s t u d y i s u n d e r w a y on 

r e s e r v i n g o n e l a n e of 1-94 f o r b u s e s a n d c a r p o o l s . 

A n d t h e r e i s a n o t h e r s t u d y u n d e r w a y on t h e f e a s i b i l i t y of 

r e s e r v i n g a l a n e f o r b u s e s a n d c a r p o o l s o n t h e O a k l a n d - S a n F r a n c i s c o 

E a y B r i d g e . 

S o , a s y o u c a n s e e , m u c h i s a l r e a d y b e i n g d o n e t o i m p l e m e n t 

t h e c o n c e p t of b u s r a p i d t r a n s i t . B e l i e v e m e , m u c h m o r e w i l l b e s o o n 

c o m i n g . F o r I a m c o n v i n c e d t h a t t h i s i s t h e w a v e of t h e f u t u r e i n 

h a n d l i n g m e t r o p o l i t a n c o m m u t e r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n n e e d s - - a t l e a s t f o r 

a s l o n g a f u t u r e a s w e c a n n o w f o r e s e e . 

B u t t h i s i s a n e w c o n c e p t a n d i t m u s t b e p r o m o t e d . T h e A m e r i c a n 

p u b l i c m u s t b e c o n v i n c e d . In s e l l i n g t h i s w o r t h w h i l e p r o g r a m w e c a n u s e 

a l l t h e h e l p w e c a n g e t . 

T h o r e a u s a i d , " I t i s n o t e n o u g h t o b e b u s y ; s o a r e t h e a n t s . 

T h e q u e s t i o n i s : W h a t a r e w e b u s y a b o u t ? " 

W e l l , I t h i n k t h i s b u s r a p i d t r a n s i t p r o g r a m i s s o m e t h i n g t h a t 



-13-
i s w o r t h y of t h e t i m e a n d e f f o r t of a l l of u s b e c a u s e i t c a n h e l p s o l v e 

o n e of t h e m o s t p r e s s i n g u r b a n p r o b l e m s of o u r t i m e s . 

I a p p r e c i a t e y o u r h a v i n g i n v i t e d m e h e r e t o d a y . I t h a s b e e n 

a p l e a s u r e f o r m e t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h i s p r o g r a m . 
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