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By FoCL Turner

Federa! tigh

Coppdensed from a fadls by Mr, Turner
at the Vieginio Highway Cunference in
Lexington on Qciohber 29,

I am del 1g hted 1o be nc*e witht you
to tell you that we in Woshington are
aware of the autstamding fob you are
doing to provide the roads 1his siate
must have 0f its mobility is not to be
i_mpai]'cd

We oulso are aware snd appreciative
of the [‘um cering vou are doing with
bus rapid transit in urban areas, which
we see as an effcctive way to move
more people in fewer cars.

Nor are we unaware of the innova-
tive work Virginia bos done in other
ficlds, sucl as urban planning, develop-
ment of a slate arterial network, and
concern for the environment through
which highways pass. The leadership
Doug Fugate has demonstrated since
he became Highway Cominissioner in
1964 is recognized not onty by the
Federal Highway Administration, but
by the nation’s highway builders. They
made this clear when they elected him
president of the American Association
of State Highway Officials in 196%.

It is an undeniable fact that the
Old Dominion is adding some new di-
mensions to the highway (ransporta-
tion program.

A large amount of money has been
spent on the Virginia highway program,
but it has been a wise investment In
lives and money saved; hy the making
of recreational, cducational, cultural,
and economic opportunitics more ac-
cessible to more people: i more effi-
cient highway transportation Vor the
fast movement ol people and goods; in
the opening of new areas Tor tesi-
dential and commercial developmient;

way Administraior

and  generally in providing a higher
standard of living for Vi.gmmns

When 1 said a lirge amount of
money, | waes not kidding. For the
federal aid program alone, almost §2
biliion has been invested since 1936,

A huge investment? Yes, But this is
o program where the tuxpayer is gel-
ting his money back with inierest, The
financial return, however, is but one of
the payofls. Of even greater impor-
tance is the saving of lives because of
Lighway improvements,

Because the interstate system is de-
signed and built for salety, we esti-
mate that by ils expected completion
date in.1978 it will be responsible for
saving 62,890 lives.

As a matier of fact, we estimale
thai between 1956 and 1269, 16021
persons who would have died on older,
conventiona! rouds lived because of
interstate  roules. Altf" the entire
42, 500-mite network is opened to traf-
lic, we expect it 1o save wimost 8,000
fives a vear. :

Doesn’t the reduction in the nu-
tionwide highway sluughter make ihe
investinient in the interstate syslem a
judicious one?

in addition to saving Hves, though,
there ¢ cconomic benelits which the
interstate systery is retusning 10 users.
The total cost of the interstate system
is now estimated at around $70 bhil-
fion. By the iime the system is com-
pleied. telal user benclits from the
program are expected to be SHOT7 bl
lion, even if no vatues are assumed {or
automobile driver and passenger time
savings. This total benefit is made up
ef §45.8 billion in operating cost sav-
ings, SIS.F- billion 10 accldent cost sav-
ings, and 345.8 hillion in commercial
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vehiele time savings, lgured at S5.56
per truck hour,

Need wny more be oseid about the
highway  program heing wornhwhile?
To me, it is not only o bargein, It isa
necessity wo cannot do without,

We must not foreet that at the end
of this yeur. the country’™s molor ve-
hicle popuiaiion will be 109 million,
And there B8 nothme m te foresecuble
future that is going te replice the
awtomobile and truck,

We who have the responsibility of
providing the arteries tu Keep miotor
vehicles mioving cannot sit hack and
awail the development of sonie €so-
teric forms of transportavon thar are
years away. We are contronted by the
reatity of a steadily growing number of
vehicles demanding  highway  facilities
on which they can imove. Our problem
is to fumish the additions! roud capa-
city to accommodaie the metoring
public, particelarly in o urhan areas,

By more capacity, we do not neces-
sarily miean (he consiruciion of new
highwoys, We can also mean muking
more efficient use of the roads we
have.

One of the ways to increase capa-
city in uwrban areas is through the Trafs
fic Operations Program  to  Increase
Capacity and Safery (TOPICS). This
program uses traffic engineering zech-
niques to improve traftic flow and un-
snarl tieups withoul resorting fo ex-
pensive reconstruction with il its at
tendant probiems. Virgiria is expected
to have about six TCPICS projects
undey construction in  Alexandria,
Roanoke, and Norfolk by December.
By next May, 16 projects are due to
be under construction il over the
siate.

Another method of increasing capa-
city is undergoing intensive testing In
northern Virginia and is being watched
keenly by muny urban areas through-
outl the countyy. By providing special
ianes exclusively for buses on the Shir-
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during vl hours, (his peoject i

slgned Lo induce commuiers 16 ge
their cars at home or at rine
stutions and use buses o
from thelr jobs. When the cntie
§.5-mile project s completed, trave
time by bus will be 30 munuies fusiy
than by car.

We have placed oow emphasis oy
moving  peaple rather  than vehicles,
andewe are encouraging the use of
buses in preference o individua! cars,
One bus usualiv carries S0 passenpers
during peak hours. To move 30 peoplo
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by cur requires 30 vehicles, M one b
can keep 30 cars off urban roads, i
nuekes sense to fester the swilch o
buses, becuuse congestion would be de-
creased, cupacily inercased, and saleiv
enthanced.

I repeat what 1 have said berore: It
will not be financially possible or
sociully  desirable to provide uil
highway  facilities  that  would
needed o sutisfy paek period demends
for all whe want 1o drive mainmed)

Bus transit offers 2 mcans o! sien
ping up traffic without the disruption
and expense that would be mevitabie
i major highway improvements were
undertaken. In essence, we see bus
traisit as a means of increasing the
productivity of wurban highway
systems.

Virginia’s concern with rapid tramsi
is not confined to the Shiricy High-
way. The state is looking inte the pos
sibility of providing Iringe parking und
express bus service from Richmond’s
western siburbs fo its central busines
district, and is condueting a muss i
sit study in Norfolk which could pos-
sibly  lead te preferentinl tresiment

for buses. And in a2 moeve that goos
even beyond bus trunspertation, 1
Departiment  of  Highways and e

Washington Metropolitan  Transiy
Authority are planning 1o use i
median of 1-66 between 193 und
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Fairfax  Drive in Addington for ruil
rapid transit. This may twn out to be
the st intermodal
corridor in the state,

transporition

I mentiened ecarlicr Virginia's con-
cern for environment in 10
highways, Acstheties and ecology are

nothing new to this state. Stretches of

relation

the interstate system in Virchua are
breathtakingly  beautiful. Your rest
areas are extremely  attractive. That

beauty is definitely a consideration in
your highway progrun: is ilhustrated in
the construciion of an artificial bill
along the 1-04 Charlottesville bypass 1o
sereen a city dump. :
Another Virginia program that has
attracted considerable attention is the
development of an wrterial network,
which will give the state much-necded
highway capacity when the 1,738-mile
system is completed, fn addition to’
furnishing capacity, the arterial net-
work is increasing the safety and effi-
ciency of the state system without the
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Another oren it which Virginia s
doing a copmmendable job i3 in plan-
ning. In addition to the continuous,
comprchensive, and cooperative plan-
ning

building  intersiate-type

equired by federal law for cities
of 50000 or more, Viiginie requires
planning studies for oIl towns of 3,300
or mora. In all, there are 47 studics,
which seek to relate transportation o
and use and 1o total community plan-
ning, with local government officials
participating.

Lvery arca transportation  study
must be reviewed at public hearings
and must win the approval of local
plauning groups and governing bodies
before it can be sent to the Highway
Department. n this way, full, broud
local support is assured.

If you get the impression {rom my
remarks that 1 ikink Virginia’s highway
program is a fine one, that is exactly
whiat | have in mind, Thank you.
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Top Safely Awards

Deputy Commissioner and Chicf Engincer John E. Harwood (left} presents the Department’s
top safety award for personal-injury 2ecident prevention to Saiew District Engincer C. F. Kel-
lam; the Satem District had the fowest number of aeckbonts por milion muan hours—1.9, At
right, Mr. Harwood presents the top award for fieet safery to Assistant 1Hstrict Engtneer DB
Gaulden; tire Lynchburg Distriet had the lowest number of vehicle wccidents—4.2 per miliion

miles of travel, The presentations were made at the Engineers Meeting

October 28. liirn photos.
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