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Emotional Stress, 

Alcohol Present 

in Most Accidents By F. C. Vunse-r 
Inderal Highway Admhibd rat or 

''The Jo'tJoichig article i£fi-'i lor;il< ,-i 
nq.-cckilhi for i l •-• Cook Com dy 
!ac,Uway N^ws: hit Francis C. 
1'!unvr} Federal Ifdr1 v-au Adird'd.s-
d'j'<9r. We are. moxt gratef-id to 
liim for ••preser-ihta Ills vievw to 
cur readers J. 

I've"been asked many times sbuv 
itikmg over the pas', of Federrd 
Highway A omimsiraf or what T 
coatk;.'.- tc be "he trp priorry c r 

my assignment. 

The answer to the question is 
easy: "Safety."' The solution to 
the problem, however, is something 
eise. 

Safety is the goal of all modes 
of transport, of course, he it by 
rail, truck, bus, air or water. 

" îit in highway t ranspor t faon 
tb? task is monumental. How do 
v,-e get a handle on a system that 
involves 1QG million drivers operat­
ing nearly 100 mil/en vehicles over 
cac trillion miies a year? 

"We've been attacking i t / m a 
piecemeal fashion down through 
the years—Individual States and 
(hies and private a::d semi-private 
organisations doing w.aat everyone 
generally agrees hss been a com­
mendable job. These efforts suc­
ceeded in bringing the death rate 
•'•er 100 million mites down from 
u high of 16.7 in 1.934 (when 
there were some 2i> million vehicles 
7i\ the roads) to a low of 5.16 ir. 

(when the vehicle population 
lopped 76 million!. 

After that, however, the death 
mte started climbing again, traffic 
fatalities topped the 5C\0Q0-a-year 
mark, mad ihe Congress recognized 
tha"- tills had become a paramount 
national problem caking for a com­
prehensive, nation-wide aporoaoh. 

And Congress responded in IfiC'o 
by enacting the Xaiioual. Traffic 
•ad Motor Yahiek drd ..::d Im 
' '• • g." way Sa i'a iy •'• rami.-im1 • ;" a 
me most eonmm aonsive i r a k / 
ninety program ta-'er aUempted. 

undec f / s iogmmtiom the Fed-
waa Hrgbwmy A//ni-:;a-at-on's >'.'.•... 

t . - . . a 
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tional Highway Safety Bureau has 
issued more ihan two dozen vehicle 
standards suting perforrr.fincc spc-
ci:Ica lions for such th • ugs d. s 
brakes, lights, windshields, seat 
belts, steering mechanisms, tires, 
etc. In ah, the standards -.involve 
about 150 specific requirements 
and are helping to make the autos 
you and I drive safer and give us 
a better chance to survive a crash. 

Besides tlv2 motor vehicle stand­
ards, the Secretary of Trar c ,norta-
tion also has promulgated lb High­
way Safety Standards. These are 
designed to help guide the States 
and local corr.mur.ities in expand­
ing and improving their programs 
for achieving greater safety on the 
highways. 

This is primarily a grant pro­
gram, a n d irie I a w re a u; \ -cs that 
JO per cc:u of the mcac-y expended 
in a. Stats must go to ioea.1 com­
munities m that State. 

This kind of program is u^ually 
kind of slow to get cranked up, 
•mi t̂ 'O years of o:m:ri.mee 
;! i?. / a V :"r.'iove. 

In Illinois, for example., more 
than ?o rmilicn has beer., dediaaied 
in loir-l t—ov-Ls by '>d: >"\;;VraI 

A recent study of driver fatali­
ties in the Houston area made by 
the Baylor University College of 
Medicine showed 80 per cent of 
the drivers were cither alcoholics 
or had personality disorders, or 
both. 

The conclusions of this study 
coincide with other studies which 
prim ov/* that alcolm' and emo­
tional personality factors arc pres­
ent in an exceptionally high per­
centage of fatal crashes. 

In the Houston study, 75 per 
cent of the drivers had at 3 oast. 
dlj per cent blood alcohol cord eat. 
Evidence of psychiatric stress, 
growing out of marital, financial, 
occupational, or other factors wicli-
in a 24-hour period prior tc the 
crash was present in 80 per cent 
of the fatalities. 

Government, the State a do1 local 
communities in the pr.st 10 months. 

Under it, more than two dc^en 
Illinois counties, cities and villages 
are receiving assistance in fin 
effort to help them attack the No. 
1 cause of death cn our highways 
—alcohol, or the drunken driver. 
They are receiving financial assist­
ance to purchase, or Lo train police 
officers in the use of breiithaiyzers 
raid video tape equipment to gather 
and present evidence against this 
type of highway menace. 

This kind of specific approach to 
the problem of highway safety wii; 
c*>i;l iuue to grow and •r>"aaa-- a.a 
we learn more about this coraphj:: 
task. By taking the same kind of 
Federal-State partnership approach 
to the subject, as we have dove"-
oned dowa thrmmb me yca-->; hi 
our road buim::.y m:-,-: ..a •; 
-sure we can do warn Cor. aê  • 
charged us with doing: ; b' t ! / itc 
the toil of dealas amt h /a r iu em 
ovr highways," 


