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The following are remarks by
F. C. Turner, Bircetor of Pablic
Reads, Federal Highway Admin-
istration, U. S. Department of
Transporiaiion at the 4%th An-
nual Convention snd Exhibit of
the Associated General Contrac-
fors of America, March 26, 1568,
Dalias, Texas '

1 am in favor of all forms of trans-
portation because all modes are neces-
sary it we are 10 keep pace with the
Nation's growth and the increasing de-
mand for mobility. The Department of
Transporiation, which observes its first
birthday next week, has the task of
trying 1o put together a total transpor-
tation facility to meet these neseds—a
complex convevor belt that inciudes
air, rail, highway, water and pipeline
transport—all infegrated and zach as-
signed to doing the job it does best.

Highways are the key links in this
trangportation system, both today and
as far ahecad as we can see iato the
future. They are the most flexible links
and the ones most used. The service
provided by our streets and highways
extends to and from every home, busi-
ness, Tactory and institotion. In 1965
there was an automobile for every 2.2
persons in the United States. Total an-
nual travel amounted to the equivalent
of some 4,600 miles for every man,
woman and child in the country.

In that same year—1965—it is esti-
mated that the Nation’s transport costs
amounted to nearly $141 billion, or
more then 20 per cent of the gross na-

tionzl product of 3681 billion. Of the
tetal cost, §78 billion or 35 per cent
was for passenger transportation, of
which automobiles and buses accounted
for 19 per cent; and nearly $63 billion
was spent for freight movement, of
whiich highways and trucks accouated
for 73 per cent.

In passenger service, travel has
ncarly doubled in the past 15 years—
from 446 billion to 8§43 billion vehicle
miles. The highway has held its domi-
nant position, while air travel has made
inroads on rail travel, In freight trans-
port, although total movement in-
creased 55 per cent, the raiirouds’ share
declined from 57 per cent to 41 pex
cent. In ton-miles nioved, pipelines
showed an increase of 140 per ceat;
highwayvs, 120 per cent, and waterways
537 per cent. During this same 15-year
period rail tonnage rose only 19 per
cent.

Mass transportation in the United
States is mainly bus transportation.
Poth in terms of service provided and
transit usage, bus transit exceeds rail
transit by three to one on the average.
Of the iransit customers in 1966, nearly
77 per cent traveled by bus and only a
iittle over 23 per cent usad rail systoms.

When the data for the New York
metropolitan area is removed, the pre-
dominance of bus transit becomes even
more striking. A total of 94 per cent of
all transit passengers in the United
States, excluding New York, traveled
by bus, while only 6 per cent used rail
systems. And 91.6 per eent of all car
miles of transit service were provided
by buses.

In considering transporiation, thare-
fore—particnlarly in the urban areas

{Continaned on page 12)
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where most of gur peaple live——we are

talking mainly zbout the rubber-tired ——
veliicle and the road it travels. This
brief opening statement is not intended
to downgrade any other form of trans-
portation but to underline the tremen- ,
dous and growing depsndence of ths
American people on roads ond strects

for both essential and plawsure travel

Highways are basic to our whole pat-

tern of living and maXxing a living.
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GROUNDSREAKING (N CONNECTICUT—Robort ¥, Cleveland, Sr.
greund, leff, resident af H. Q. Penn Machinery Company, brezbs
for H. O. Pens's rew fecility in Newingfor, Tonneclicud. Pictu
tr, Cloveland are, left 4o righh Williem Relss of Wescott and
ine., Architects; William J. Reyroids, Mayer of Mewingiom: F. 7
Abell, Vice-Chairman ot Connecticut Eank and Trust Company.
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highway stesl

FOR PAVING:
Dawel units (Item 27) » Reipforcing bars (Item 28)
Reinforcement for continuous paving ¢ Steel curb facing
Welded wire fabric ¢ Digging bars

FOR BRIDGES, OVERPASESES, TUNNELS:
Yabricated structural steel (Ftem 29) * Sheet piling
{Ttem 83) v H-piles (Ttem &83) ¢ Galvanized steel culvert
shects « Wire rone, strand, siings * Boeils arnd nuts
Spikes and nails ¢ Tie-rods * Timber bridge hardware
Bridgform for concrete bridge decks © Formed steel
bridge flooring * Structural shaves and plates « High-
strength bolts

FOR SAFETY:

Beam guard rail (Jiem 333 © Cable guard rail Tiem 32)
Galvanized bridge rail (Ttem 371 © Sheet steel for signs
Tlock bolts for stabilizing steep slopes

New York— 375 Park Ave.
BufFelo— 10 Lataystic Square

AlbarywI11 Washington Ave.
Syracese—420 E. Genesce Si.
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one of the branch offices listed belcm.

ALBANY OFFICE
112 State Street
(518) 436-8461

NEW YORK CFril
151 Williar: Strect
(212) 732-7900

ROCHESTER G-
25 NDr‘Z‘l Stree‘
(716) 4£54-1559

EROOKLYN CFFICE
175 Remsen Street
{212) 873-7560

BUFFALQC OFFICE
135 Delaware Avenue
(716) 853-7000

SYRACUSR OFF 4
601 Jaroes Streezt
(315} 472-4461

-

FORTY-SECOND STREET OFFICE WHITE DLaliis
200 E. 42nd Street 95 Church Street. ”
(212) 682-G200 (914Y 948-351%

GARDEWN CITY OFFICE
1001 Franklin Avenue
(516} 741-3500
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