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_ Governor Co nnal]y, Governor Shiver
Commnitiee and Distinguished Guesths:

This is on2 of the most pleasant

38 gears of service with the
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orportunity to return %o my native St

to the g creat Texas State Highway Depzar

of four decades

These few words are on tehzlf of Secrstary of Transporitaiion Alsn 3, ﬁoyd
Federal Highway Administrator Lovell K. Bridwell, and -- most of 2ll =-- on.bheball
of myszlf, For it has been my.pririlege to work clesery with your Highiway
Department end to enjoy the friendship and counsgel of Dewiti Greer for a good
pany years, I am acguainied at first hand with Texas highway progress for Ifve
seen its entire 5C-year hisﬁory‘"afold, from the deep black land 3irt roads of
the Werld Var I dsys to its present excallence,

There is very 1itdle I can add to what has 2lready teen said or will be
said aboul Devitt Greer, He nas recelved just about every honor availatle to
a highway engineer ﬁqi, in the words of one of his friends, "theve's potldng
left for him pow but cencnizaticn,” )

He has exselled at everyithing he tackied, vwhether it v playing the
trombone, building a grest highwey network, heading the Arerdcan Assceiation
of Staie Eighway 0fficials - or neadliing the Buresu of Fublic Rosds, He has
besn especially sxpert at this laiter sotividy,
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of Trapsportetion, at
the Texas ubatm Hivunay Departme
Texas, September 25, 1967.
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Some of you may not know that Dewltt's first State Jjob was as Chief
quineer of the Texas Park System, If pressed, he will tell.you, incidentally,
that he was the Park System's only enginser at the time., When he eracked the
whip, he jumped, and thus he aéquired the habit of command 2t an =2arly age,

This haﬁit of command hes remained with him throughout a distinguished
caféer, but it has never overwhelmed him, In fact his modesty and self-effacement
are legendary in the highway field where thess gualities are not always in

surpius supply. But his shyness is disarming; it masks a scalpel wit and a

)

produciive era of the Federal-aid highway program which, under the cooperaiive
varinsrship between th2 States and the Bureau of Public Roads, has given the
United States the greatest highway n2iwork in the world, When he joined the
Pepartment in 1527, the Netion's entire highwaey program was rockin
gomathing like 100 million a year in Federallfunds.

Today the annual Federsl share of the program amounis o ebout 34.4 billien,
#nd we have progressed from merely paving dirt and gravel main rural roads to
providing whole new networks such as the National System of Interstaie sad De-
fense Highways, Morecover, we now utliliize highweys to perform meny other useful
social funeticons =nd {o enhance msny human values above and beyond their Loslis
purpose of moving p2ople and goods,

This has all bsen made possible by the Federal-State partnsrship, an
Intergovernmenial relationehip that is probably wniaque in darability and geoneral
harmony . 2t least in the essentliels, I would like 1o quote sn sminent man on

this point:
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Y"For the gresiest portion of the last half-century sthe Federal Covern-
ment and the Stets highway deperiments heve cooperaied in toildirg & highway
systen unparallelled.iﬁ nigtory, We would like to credit this successful
'partnership tc ihe fact that projeci control of the Federazl-aid highway program
has been kepy closs io the peopls -- vhers it is the most responsive 4o nsed
‘and public demand.”

That guotaetion is from Dewiit ©, Grezer end let me say that the Dureav
of Pubiic Roads goes aleng with it all ihe way.

I have spoxen mere about Dewitt Greer itan the Texas State highway de-
éartment tecause for the past 27 years the itwo have been glmoai synonymous aﬁd
the monuments “c both are all around us., Somihing like fwo-thirds of ths
Texes voad network has come into being under his siewsrdship. But time doss
march on, and wiile Dewiit 1s gtepping oul on December 31, the Texas Highway

Department will go on for arothsr 50 years and pany more, God willing,

Under the contrpiling Federal ldghwey legislaiden, ezch Statle e exbressi
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There has naver besn even ths slighiest questiion on that scors wg Jar as

- - . —~ : i taly = FR ey
in the Federal zoverwmment on this qogesicn, and o salute Loih you znd the Texes
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Texas and the Naition ome you both a itremendous debt of gratitude. The
Bureaun of Public Roads wishes for you continuing success and honcr, and as a
Texan, I'm proud o be able o bring this greeting %o a fellow Aggle and o

true Texan,

24



