
From One Texan To Another 

Remarks b y F r a n c i s C. Turner , D i r e c t o r o f P u b l i c R o a d s , F e d e r a l H i g h ­
way A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , U, -S, Department o f T r a n s p o r t a t i o n , a t the 
F i f t i e t h A n n i v e r s a r y C e l e b r a t i o n c f the Texas S t a t s Highway Depar tment , 

M u n i c i p a l A u d i t o r i u m , A u s t i n , T e x a s , September 2 6 , 1 9 6 7 . 

Governor C o n n a l l y , Governor S h i v e r s , Members o f the F i f t i e t h A n n i v e r s a r y 
Committee and D i s t i n g u i s h e d G u e s t s : 

T h i s i s one o f the most p l e a s a n t ass ignments t o come my -way i n more than -

3 8 y e a r s o f s e r v i c e w i t h the F e d e r a l government b e c a u s e i t has g i v e n me the 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o r e t u r n t o my n a t i v e S t a t e t o add a few words o f s i n c e r e t r i b u t e 

t o the g r e a t Texas S t a t e Highway Department and t o the man who — o v e r a p e r i o d 

o f f o u r decades — has c o n t r i b u t e d s o much t o i t s g r e a t n e s s . 

These few words are on b e h a l f o f S e c r e t a r y o f T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Alan S, Boyd , 

F e d e r a l Highway A d m i n i s t r a t o r L o w e l l K. B r i d w e l l , and — most o f a l l — o n - b e h a l f 

o f m y s e l f . For i t has been my p r i v i l e g e t o work c l o s e l y v/ith your Highway 

Department and t o e n j o y the f r i e n d s h i p and c o u n s e l o f D e w i t t Gree r f o r a good 

many y e a r s . 1 am acqua in t ed a t f i r s t hand w i t h Texas highway p r o g r e s s f o r I • y s 

seen i t s e n t i r e 5 0 - y e a r h i s t o r y u n f o l d , from the deep b l a c k land d i r t r o a d s o f 

the World War I days t o i t s p r e s e n t e x c e l l e n c e . 

There i s v e r y l i t t l e I can add t o what has a l r e a d y b e e n ' s a i d o r w i l l be 

s a i d about Dev/i t t G r e e r . He has r e c e i v e d j u s t about e v e r y honor a v a i l a b l e t o 

a highway e n g i n e e r and, i n the words o f one o f h i s f r i e n d s , " t h e r e ' s n o t h i n g 

l e f t f o r him now but c a n o n i z a t i o n , " 

He has e x c e l l e d a t e v e r y t h i n g he t a c k l e d , whether i t was p l a y i n g the 

t rombone , b u i l d i n g a g r e a t highv/ay ne twork , head ing the American A s s o c i a t i o n 

c f S t a t e Eigfc^ay O f f i c i a l s - o r n e e d l i n g the Bureau o f P u b l i c R o a d s , He has 

been e s p e c i a l l y e x p e r t a t t h i s l a t t e r a c t i v i t y . 
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Some o f y o u may n o t know tha t D e w i t t ' s f i r s t S t a t e j o t was as C h i e f 

Eng inee r o f the Texas Park Sys tem. I f p r e s s e d , he w i l l t e l l y o u , i n c i d e n t a l l y , 

t h a t he was the Park S y s t e m ' s o n l y e n g i n e e r a t t he t i m e . When he c r a c k e d the 

whip , he jumped, and thus he a c q u i r e d the h a b i t o f command a t an e a r l y a g e . 

Th i s h a b i t o f command has remained w i t h him th roughou t a d i s t i n g u i s h e d 

c a r e e r , bu t i t has n e v e r overwhelmed him. I n f a c t h i s modes ty and s e l f - e f f a c e m e n t 

are l e g e n d a r y i n the highway f i e l d where t h e s e q u a l i t i e s are n o t a lways i n 

s u r p l u s s u p p l y . But h i s shyness i s d i s a r m i n g ; i t masks a s c a l p e l w i t and a 

s t e e l - t r a p mind . 

D e w i t t G r e e r ' s s e r v i c e t o Texas and t o the Na t ion spans the most 

p r o d u c t i v e e r a o f t he F e d e r a l - a i d highway program w h i c h , under the c o o p e r a t i v e 

p a r t n e r s h i p be tween the S t a t e s and the Bureau o f P u b l i c R o a d s , has g i v e n the 

United S t a t e s t he g r e a t e s t h ighway ne twork i n the w o r l d , When he j o i n e d t he 

Department i n 1 9 2 7 , the N a t i o n ' s e n t i r e h ighway program was r o c k i n g a l o n g w i t h 

something l i k e $100 m i l l i o n a y e a r i n F e d e r a l f u n d s . 

Today the annual F e d e r a l share o f the program amounts t o about 3 4 . 4 b i l l i o n . 

And we have p r o g r e s s e d from m e r e l y pav ing d i r t and g r a v e l main r u r a l r o a d s t o 

p r o v i d i n g whole new ne tworks such as the N a t i o n a l System o f I n t e r s t a t e and D e ­

f e n s e Highways. M o r e o v e r , we now u t i l i z e highways t o p e r f o r m many o t h e r u s e f u l 

s o c i a l f u n c t i o n s and t o enhance many human v a l u e s above and beyond t h e i r b a s i c 

purpose o f moving p e o p l e and g o o d s . 

T h i s has a l l been made p o s s i b l e b y the F e d e r a l - S t a t e p a r t n e r s h i p , an 

i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l r e l a t i o n s h i p t h a t i s p r o b a b l y unique i n d u r a b i l i t y and g e n e r a l 

harmony^ a t l e a s t i n the e s s e n t i a l s . I would l i k e t o quo te an eminent man on 

t h i s p o i n t : 
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"For the g r e a t e s t p o r t i o n o f the l a s t h a l f - c e n t u r y t he F e d e r a l G o v e r n -

stent and the S t a t e highway depar tments have c o o p e r a t e d i n b u i l d i n g a highway 

sys tem u n p a r a l l e l l e d i n h i s t o r y , V?e would l i i e t o c r e d i t t h i s s u c c e s s f u l 

p a r t n e r s h i p t o t h s f a c t t h a t p r o j e c t c o n t r o l o f t he F e d e r a l - a i d "highway program 

has been k e p t c l o s e to t h e p e o p l e — v.here i t i s the most r e s p o n s i v e t o need 

and p u b l i c deaand . " 

That q u o t a t i o n i s f rom D c v d t t C. Greer end l e t me s a y t ha t t he Bureau 

o f P u b l i c Roads g o e s a l o n g w i t h i t a l l the way. 

I have spoken more about De-witt G r e e r than t h e Texas S t a t s highway d e ­

par tment b e c a u s e f o r t he p a s t 2 7 y e a r s the two have b e e n a l m o s t synonymous and 

the monuments t c b o t h a re ' a l l around u s . Something l i k e tv?o-*thirds o f t h e ' 

Texas road ne twork has come i n t o b e i r g under h i s s t e w a r d s h i p . But t i n e d o e s 

march o n , and w h i l e D e r d t t i s s t e p p i n g o u t on December 3 1 , the Texas Highway 

Department w i l l g o on f o r ano the r 50 y e a r s and many more , God - f i l l i n g . 

Under the c o n t r o l l i n g F e d e r a l h ighway l e g i s l a t i o n , e a c h S t a t e i s e x p r e s s l y 

r e q u i r e d to have a highway depar tment o r g a n i s e d and equ ipped t o d i s c h a r g e i t s 

d u t i e s t o t h e s a t i s f a c t i o n cf the F e d e r a l government . 

There has n e v e r been e v e n th s s l i g h t e s t q u e s t i o n c n t h e t s c o r e as f a r as 

Texas i s c o n c e r n e d , no r i s t h e r e l i v e l y e v e r t o b e _ o n e , i f y o u c o n t i n u e i n .the 

t r a d i t i o n o f y o u r r e t i r i n g C h i e f E n g i n e e r . 

I n any c a s e , Dev/ i t t , I ?jant t o c o n v e y my p e r s o n a l thanks and g o o d w i s h e s , 

as -well as t h o s e o f y o u r many f r i e n d s i n the Bureau of P u b l i c Reads and. e l s c v h e r * 

i n the F e d e r a l government on t h i s o c c a s i o n , and t o s a l u t e b o t h you and the Texas 

Highway Department on t h i s j s i l ^ s t c n e . 
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Texas and t he N a t i o n ot;e you b o t h a t remendous d e b t o f g r a t i t u d e - The 

Bureau o f P u b l i c Roads w i s h e s f c r y o u c o n t i n u i n g s u c c e s s and h o n o r , and as a 

Texan.. I ' a p roud t o be a b l e t o b r i n g t h i s g r e e t i n g t o a f e l l o w A g g i e and a 

t r u e Texan . 


