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Subject : Safety Provisions for Roadside Features and Appurtenances 

This memorandum i s issued as a supplement t o Instruct ional Memorandum 
21-11 -67 dated May 19 , 1967, and i s intended t o c l a r i f y the i n t e r ­
pretat ion and the applicat ion of IM 2 1 - 1 1 - 6 7 . 

I n the design of a l l projects the sa fe ty features in the AASHO spec ia l 
report (yellow book) should be considered t o the extent pract icable and 
f e a s i b l e . For applicat ion of the c i ted safety features , high-speed 
highways include a l l projects on the Interstate System and a l l projec t s 
on the remaining Federal-aid Primary and Secondary Systems where the 
design speed i s 50 mph or more, and where the current ADT i s 750 or 
more. (The value 750 ADT Iz taken from the AASHO t r a f f i c grouping i n 
the publ icat ion Geometric Design Standards for Highways Other Than 
Freeways. In States where under the ir own c r i t e r i a these groupings 
break at a d i f ferent value than 750 ADT, the Divis ion Engineer may 
use a somewhat higher v a l u e . ) 

On most work in urban areas , par t i cu lar ly where curbed c i t y s t r e e t 
sect ions are involved, there are prac t i ca l l imitat ions t o the 
appl icat ion of the February 1967 report f indings . S imi lar ly , on 
rural Secondary highways and on some Primary routes the ex is t ing 
right-of-way width i s a def in i te l i m i t a s t o the extent that s ide 
s lopes can be f lat tened and roadside clearance obtained. In these 
s i tuat ions i t i s expected that the desired smooth and obstac le - free 
roadside w i l l be obtained t o the extent f eas ib l e i n the space 
ava i lab le . On open highway sect ions use i s t o be made of properly 
designed guardrail i n s t a l l a t i o n as a protect ion against those road­
side features which cannot be otherwise corrected or removed. On 
curbed s t r e e t sec t ions , where operating speeds usual ly w i l l be we l l 
below those re la ted t o 50 mph design speed, new construction should 
incorporate l a t e r a l clearance t o t r e e s , u t i l i t y po l e s , e t c . a s great 
as reasonably consistent with the border width. 
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I t i s not expected the Federal-aid highway program w i l l he s i g n i f i c a n t l y 
disrupted i n acconrplishing the purposes of th i s undertaking. The State 
and the Bureau should review plans s t i l l being prepared t o determine 
where changes can be made which w i l l accomplish these sa fe ty purposes 
with a reasonable expenditure of time and money. The review should he 
made on a projec t by project b a s i s , taking into account the s tatus o f 
route development on adjacent segments of the highway, and determining 
whether object ionable roadside features can he (a) el iminated from the 
design, (b) removed to the recommended clearance, o r ( c ) guarded by 
properly designed r a i l i n g for the motor i s t s 1 p ro t ec t i on . 

Where agreement i s not reached between the State and the Bureau D iv i s ion 
Engineer on the design d e t a i l s , the State may ask that i t s reasons fo r 
requesting an exception be submitted t o the Regional Administrator f o r 
his determination o f the action t o be taken. These except ions need not 
be referred t o the Washington o f f i c e . 

For a l l projects to be approved af ter July 3 1 , 1967, i t i s a requirement 
that the design w i l l not allow exis t ing bridges t o remain i n p l ace that 
have a l e s ser width than the f u l l width of the approach traveled-way, 
except as waiver i s approved by the Direc tor o f Public Roads. 

Secondary projects programed before July 31, 1967, and placed under 
actual construction s tatus prior to January 1 , 1968, i n accordance 
with the present S ta te ' s Secondary Road Plan w i l l be accepted when 
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y completed. 

Instructions are being issued separately requesting the submission o f 
a supplement t o the States* Secondary Road Plans t o incorporate the 
applicable provisions of th i s safety program. 

The program purpose, simply s tated , i s t o modify the designs s t i l l 
being prepared, to make changes in going construction contracts , o r 
to modify completed projec t s ; a l l to the end o f removing roadside 
elements which have proven to be hazardous, o r introducing a measure 
of protect ion between these elements and the traveled-way on the 
highway. This object ive w i l l require some d i f f i c u l t engineering 
decisions f o r the judicious use of public funds and a considerable 
application o f common sense and devotion t o the main o b j e c t i v e o f 
safe highway opera t ion . 

F. C. Turner 
Director of Public Roads 


