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Reader Commen’

A Vote for Professionalism

Sir—Your cxcellent article on Jacob
Fcld (ENR Nov. 9, 1961, p. 50} pin-
points the deficiencics of the “spot
check” system so widely used for main-
taining guality control in the construc-
tion industev. While the emphasis was
placed on the problems of building con-
struction in the New York Mctropolitan
nrea, it is equally applicable o many
other segments of the construction in-
dustry,

In recent years, responsible publiz
oflicials have come fncreasingly to rec-
ognize the economic necessity of com-
petent engineering supcrvision of con-
struction, It would scem  that  the
prohibitive costs of maintenance where
owning agencies have not been ade-
yuately represcnted by competent con-

comes now, only belatedly, to the ficld
of privatcly finunced construction, it is
no reflection on the owners who have
tricd to save whatever they can on
construction costs. Tt is more an indict-
ment of the architects and engineers
who have boen willing to cross their
fingers. and hope for the best, in order
to deliver a design pivs nominal super-
vision to the owner at the customary
low fce rates. The complexities of mod-
ern construction are such that this could
be ncarly equivalent to no supervision
at all. What is rcully neaded is o «c-
fcrmination on the part of the engineers
to sell the owrers a fully coneinecred
product—well built and well desiened.
The slight additional cost of good ¢n-
pincering supervision in the field will -

; struction cngincers would be sufficicnt be. readily accepted by owners crlizhit-
e DRILLS TO evidence to climinate the short cut ened by thelr profoessional advisors, just
1000’ methods of “periodic fnspection visits.” as an owner accepts the nged for in-
Where it hasn't. the limelight of ,puh- surance <overage on his property or n

licity now acts to force the issue on medical examinatian for himseff.
. AUG’ERS TO public works, to the everlasting chagrin We applaud Mr. Fekl's couraze and
330G af that vast majarity of the industry, forthrightness in working to this end.
which has acted honorably and effi- M. M. SPLECTER

T ! H Lo .

+ CORES TO cicntly, and nceds no investigations to Ceonstruction Fneinger
20007 motivale it Highway & Bridee Division

o If recognition of the profcssional re- |
e HANDLES ALL AN auirsments for construction eneincering
STANDARD } '

SAMPLING ] Russian Statistics Distorted

Seelve Stevenson Value & Knecht
New Rochelle, N, V.

TOOLS

N .

- @‘J "Ste—Your article Russian Highways ministrator. who led the American

Q Aten’t The Best. But Theyre Gooad — delepation, to comment on Mr. Sliupas’

Enough (ENR Qct. 19. 1961, p. 28}~ letter. The following is Mre. Turnet's
‘made interesting reading. However, al- reply:

“low me 1o guestion some of the facts We were weli aware of the “relia-

and conclusions. . hility™ of the Soviet statistics as weli

Several cnpineers here have had the ~ as the fact that our Soviet hosts develop

opportunity of secing Russian highways for their visitors prepared itineraries

PR atso, and perhaps under different cir-. with which to show only what they
b e T : - cumstances—they were not making an may wish, {And so do we.) Howcver,
TOUGSH NEW WORK- oﬂicgal irllspection tonr. In the USSR a\.II |t should 'bc po.[ntcd out that the

. A ) offictal inspectors arg toured only in Jtincrary, with subjects and areas to be

HORSE gives you guerytfung : places cansidered exhibitable to far- covered, was the subject of negotiation.
you need . . . everything vou've etgners, between our two governments over a

ushed for in a heauy-duty, GI?— Likcwise, statistical dota sopplicd by thres-year period before any agreement
purpese, rotary rig. Hydraulic the government is always distorted. was reached. :
powered for fast, simplified op- | . Therefore. your statement that “About An exchange would not have oc-
eration . . . the new B-81 ~ 25% of Russian reads are surfaced, curred unless there had been advance
PACEMAKER Mobile Drill 109 paved,” zccording to our observa- apreement as to where we would be
delivers tons of torgue, ram tion is fat from being true when ap- allowed to go.
and retract for deep-hole, dry- ‘plied to Russia propef, not including . We had much information not pub-
hole drallmg and sam:plmg n its occupied territorics. “licly available, and this we could both
any formatmq. Tops in versa- Your other statement that an “cx- compare with statistics published by
tility . . . use it for everything cellent railroad system™ exists in the {Reader Comment continued p. 14)
from caissons to blast holes, USSR is definitely incorrect. Adegquate ‘
service ¢an be found only on the Mos-
cow-Leningrad and Retlin-Odessa runs.
features. Write todoy for com- I hope this letter may help to dis-
plete informotion — end your . close the futility of “official™ inspections
. copy of Mobile™s naw 80 and that most Russian stafistics or
paga Accessory Cotaley. - cuided tours do not necessarily repre-
T sent actvzal conditions:

New 4-page brochure gives PACE-

Enginccring News-Reeord wel
MAKER speciticalions and operating

coines cxpression of opinions from
its recaders. Comment should be
as bricf as possible and pertinent
to subjects of current construc-
tion importance. Letters shonid
be addressed Editor, Engincering
News-Record, 330 W, 42nd St.,
New York 36, N.Y.

V. 1. SLiuras

Muscatine, lowa

Editor’'s Note.—~ENR  asked Frank
Turner, Assistant Federal Highwav Ad-
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Russian Stafistics Distorted

Sir—Your article Russian Highways
Arern’t The Best. But They're Good
Encugh (ENR Oct, 19, 1961, p. 26}
mide interesting reading. However, al-
low me to question some of the Facts
and conclusions.

Severa! engineers here have had the .

opportunity of seeing Russian highways
alse, and perhaps onder different cir-
cumstances—they were not making an
official jnspection tour. In the USSK all
official inspectors are toured only in
places considercd exhibitable to for-
eigners,

Likewisc, statistical data supplicd by
the povernment is. always distorted,
Therefore, your statement that “About
25% of Russian roads are surfaced.
105 paved.” according to our observa-
tion is far from being truc when ap-
plied to Russia proper. not including
its occupied territories.

Your other statement that an “cx-
ccllernt railroad system™ cexists inm the
USSR is definitely incorrect. Adequate
service can be found only on the Mos-
cow-Leningrad and Berfin-Odessa runs.

1 hope this letter may help to dis-
close the futility of “official” inspections
and that most Russian statistics or
guided tours do not necessarily repre-
sent actual conditions.

V. ]. SLiuras

Muscatine. lowa

Editor’'s Note.—ENR asked Frank
Turner, Assistant Federal Highway Ad-

‘February 15,

ministrator, who led the American
delegation, to comment on Mr. Sliupas’
fetter. The fallowing is Mr. Turncre's
reply:

We were well aware of the “relia-

bility™ of the Sovict statistics as well
as the fact that our Sovict hosts develop
for their visitors preparcd itineraries
with which te show only what they
may wish. (And so do we.}) However,
it should be pointed out that the
itinerary, with subjects and arcns o be
covercd, was the subject of negotiation
between our two governmenis over a
three-vear period before any apreement
was rcached,
" An exchange would not have oc-
curred unless there had been advance
agreement as to where we would be
allowed to go. :

We had much information not pub-
licly available. and this we could both
compare with statistics published by
(Reader Carnment continued p. 14)

Enginccring News-Record wel-
comes cxpression of opinions from
its readers, Comment shonld be
as bricf as possible and pertinent
to subjccts of current construe-
tion importance. Lekters should
be addressed Editor, Enginecring
News-Record, 330 W, 420d St.,
New York 36, N. Y.
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. . . Reader Comment

the Soviets and check by sample per-
sonal observation.

In connection with the comments
by Mr. Shupas . about railroads, it
should be pointed out that a U. 8. team
visited the Soviet railroad system 1he
previcus year, and onc of our inter-
preters was also on that trip. They
covercd many miles of the Soviet rail-
toad system and saw some of the sece- -
tions mentioned by Mr. Sliupas,

In short. I don't belicve we and other
aflicial delegations hava been “misled™
very far by Soviet “statistics” and the
official “guidance™ we necessarily re-
ceived. But we cannot report publicly
everything we observed or our conclu-
signs thercon.

The tmportant point that Mr. Sliupas
overlooks is not the accuracy of any
statistical figures we were given while
in the USSR, but rathcr the opportunity
to make dircct personal contacts with
our Soviet counterparts and cxchange
personal views, impressions. and in-
formation, This was the real basic rea-
son for this and similar exchanges, and
I am firmly convinced that in this we
were eminently success{ul.

More Mining Engineers?

Sir—We nolc with interest that the
increase in engincers reguired in the
mining industry will rise from the pres-
ent 18,000 to 55,800 by 1970 (ENR
Dec. 7, 1961, p. 23).

This is preposterous! These figures
quoted were presented by the National
Science Foundation and United States
Bureau of Labor Statistics, but we
wonder about. the factual basis of such
a conclusion. We fcel that such a study
must have been highly theoretical.

“There has been, and certainly appears
that there will continue to be, a lessen-
ing of the necd for mining engineers.
A look at the decrease in the mumber
of mining enginecrs gradvated in the
last ten vears indicates the lack of
demand. Surveys have disclosed that
mining engineering has the highest per-
centage - of men leaving their field to
enter other ficlds of cngineering.

The figures presented seem  even
more ‘unbelievable when we see the
reports of mines closing down in West
Virginia and other areas of the country.

It is a sad commentary of our times,
as weil as unfortunate, that young men
may ba misled by such statistics.

WrLLiam G. McEviLLY
City Engineer
City of Newburgh, N. Y.

You’ve Confused Millions.

StrR—Your headline said “Pentagon
Plans $500-Billion Shelter Aid” (ENR
Dec. 21, 1961, p. 45). 1 was much re-
lieved to discover in the text that shelter
spending for fiscal 1963 will only be
$500 million. '

Five hundred billion dollars would
build 1,000 Columbia Basin Projects—
including Grand Coulee Dam. -

IvaN DECKER
- Soap Lake, Wash.
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