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O • DRILLS TO 
1 r^j -h i -v / 

• AUGERS TO 300' 
i',g 2000' • CORES TO 

MS 
• H A N D L E S A L L S T A N D A R D \ T S A M P L I N G T O O L S 

TOUGH NEW WORK­HORSE gives you everything 
you need . . . everything you've 
asiied for in a heavy-duty, all-
purpose, rotary rig. Hydraulic 
powered for fast, simplified op­
eration . . . the new B-61 
PACEMAKER Mobile Drill 
delivers tons of torque, ram 
and retract for deep-hole, dry-
hole drilling and sampling in. 
any formation. Tops in versa­
tility . . . use it for everything 
from caissons to blast holes. 

N o w 4-pago b r o c h u r e g i v e s P A C E ­M A K E R t p e c i f i c o l i o n s a n d o p e r a t i n g foatvres. Writ* today f o r conr-p f e l e H i f a m o f / o n — a n d y o u r f-feSftiX . copy of Mobi le** n«w 80 \JŴ" J paSi1
 AeetsIO,y Catalog. 
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CoitstrnclMH Engineer 
Highway A Bridge Division 

Seelye Stevenson Value & Kticcht 
New Rochellc, /V, Y. 
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R u s s i a n S t a t i s t i c s D i s t o r t e d 
SIR—Your articfc Russian Highways 
Aren't The Best. But They're Good 
Enough (F.NR .Oct. 19. 19(il. p. 26) 
made interesting reading. However, al­
low mc to question some of ihc facts 
art<\ conclusions. 

Several engineers here have had the 
opportunity of seeing Russian highways 
alto, and perhaps tinder different cir-
cuinstances—they were not making an 
official inspection tour. In the USSR all 
official inspectors arc toured only in 
places considered cxhibitaMc to for­
eigners. 

Likewise, statistical data supplied by 
the government is - always distorted. 
Therefore, your statement that "About 
25 % of Russian roads are surfaced, 
10% paved." according to our observa­
tion is far from being true when ap­
plied to Russia proper, not including 
its occupied territories. 

Your other statement that an "ex­
cellent railroad system" exists in the 
USSR is definitely incorrect. Adequate 
service can be found only on the Mos-
cow-Lenincrad and Berlin-Odessa runs. 

I hope this letter may help to dis­
close the futility of "official" inspections 
and that most Russian statistics or 
guided (ours do not necessarily repre­
sent actual conditions. 

V . J. SLUTPAS 
Muscatine. Jowa 

Editor's Note.—ENR asked Frank 
Turner, Assistant Federal Highway Ad­

ministrator, who led the American 
delegation, to comment on Mr. Sliupas* 
lefter. The following is Mr. Turner's 
reply: 

We were well aware of the "relia­
bility" of the Soviet statistics as well 
as the fact that our Soviet hosts develop 
for their visitors prepared itineraries 
with which to show only what they 
may wish. (And so do we.) However, 
it should be pointed out that lhe 
itinerary, with subjects and aieas to be 
covered, was the subject of negotiation 
between our two governments over a 
three-year period before any agreement 
was reached. 

An exchange would not have oc­
curred unless there had been advance 
agreement as to where we would be 
allowed to go. 

We had much information not pub­
licly available, and Ibis we could both 
compare with statistics published by 
(Reader Comment continued p. 14) 
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Reader Comment 

the Soviets and check by sample per­
sonal observation. 

In connection with the comments 
by Mr. Sliupas . about railroads, it 
should be pointed out that a U. S. team 
visited the Soviet railroad system the 
previous year, and one of our inter­
preters was also on (hat trip. They 
covered many miles of the Soviet rail­
road system and saw some of the sec­
tions mcnlioncd by Mr. Sliupas. 

In short. I don't believe wc and other 
official delegations have been "misled" 
very far by Soviet "statistics" and the 
official "guidance" wc necessarily re­
ceived'. But wc cannot report publicly 
everything wc_ observed or our conclu­
sions thereon. 

The important point that Mr. Sliupas 
overlooks is not the accuracy of any 
statistical figures wc were given while 
in the USSR, but rather the opportunity 
to make direct personal contacts with 
our Soviet counterparts and exchange 
personal views, impressions, and in­
formation. This was the real basic rea­
son for this and similar exchanges, and 
I am firmly convinced that in this we 
were eminently successful. 

More Mining Engineers? 
SIR—We note with interest that the 
increase in engineers required in the 
mining industry will rise from the pres­
ent 18,000 to 55,800 by 1970 fENR 
Dec. 7, 1961, p. 28). 

This is preposterous! These figures 
quoted were presented by the National 
Science Foundation arid United States 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, but wc 
wonder about the factual basis of such 
a conclusion. We feel that such a study 
must have been highly theoretical. 
There has been, and certainly appears 
that there will continue to be, a lessen­
ing of the need for mining engineers. 
A look at the decrease in the number 
of mining engineers graduated in the 
last ten years indicates the lack of 
demand. Surveys have disclosed that 
mining engineering has the highest per­
centage-of men leaving their field to 
enter other fields of engineering. 

The figures presented seem even 
more unbelievable when we see the 
reports of mines closing down in West 
Virginia and other areas of the country. 

It is a sad commentary of our times, 
as weil as unfortunate, that young men 
may bz misled by such statistics. 

WILLIAM G . MCEVILLY 
City Engineer 

City of Newburgh, N. Y. 

You've Confused Millions 
SIR—Your headline said "Pentagon 
Plans $500-Biliion Shelter Aid" (ENR 
Dec. 21, 1961, p. 45) . I was much re­
lieved to discover in the text that shelter 
spending for fiscal 1963 will only be 
$500 million. 

Five hundred billion dollars would 
build 1,000 Columbia Basin Projects— 
including Grand Coulee Dam. 

IVAN DECKER 
Soap Lake, Wash. 
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