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Toe Buregeau of Public Roads sud the Polbroleuws Industry

By . 3. Felrbank, Skief, Divislon of Informmtlion
talded Yiates Survesan oF Public Hozds

Aa the produser of the fual with which s gensratsd the
wower that drives highway veileles and of the olls snd asphalitio
copents that bind end render sadtersvonf snd dustlsss thoussnds
of miles of highway eurfsces, the patralevs ladustry has long hed
z dirgct and speolal interest in much-nf ﬁh@ s of the Horesw
of Public Roads,.

In the sarly days of motoring waen the grestest problap
af the road bulldey wos the laying of the slouds of dunt that
mang like a pall over the old mrcadam reads, the Buresu's sxpari-
manés with -etroleun oils 1ald the groundeork for the devsiogzent
of the uss of oll negpbalt, = use wileh has singe tuken » eonsldere
ablie nart of the heavier produets of the vetrslsws indusbry.

Gharnigts of ths Puresu tosk & leading sart in tha davslonw
aznd of the verlous gradesz of sapbalile ails'an& rasiduss neadsd
Tor varfous nighway constraction purpsses, snd Indapevdeatly ar in
eonneration with other spencles wrepnssd nnd stzndardizes the bexbs
by wiioh the charsoteristics of such materizle sve Acternined.
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of saphaltie waterisle) and the heszd of its lsboratory =t that
tloe was the suthor of what s stlll one of the standard enylnear-
ing texts on bituminous materisls.

By the construstion of experinental road surfaces, such
us those 1ald twenty or more years ngo on Comecticut Avenue near
tils Faryland=Digtrict of Ooluwbie Line, the Zuresu contributed
garly to the building uwp of 2 body of dsfinlte tmowledse with
respect 1o the servige wvolus of romi surfsoes constvucted in various
waye with aiffervent grades of sephaltic materials. 3By thess end
asimilar sxreriments snd by the gradusl accumulation of expsrionce
in the construstion of objoct~lesson voads in all narts of the
country the Buresu was an lnportent participsant in the developwend
of sueh stendsard typee of rosd surfacing as penstration wacadenm and
tituminous concrete,

These types, particoularly the lattey, were dasigned for
service on the more heavily traveled roade of fairly 111_11156& mil&ége,
gaioh gere astweally the First concern of rond bullding agencies.
The inovemse in motov vehilale ragletration hag In recent yaaré |
Lthyown updn a very largs rilesge of secondary snd local yonds
tyaffic of a denslty covparabls with that #hleh yeurs ago supggwated
the uvse of olls on the maln vordey snd agsin the petrvoleum 0118 ave
anong the nost promising of available materisls for the lmprovenent

of the litsreally hundrods of thousands of miles of guch rosds.



Thy large milsage lavolved neossolintestoe davelopasnt of
new nrpoessns and soterinls to reduce su much 3w noseivle the
aoebs of constrpootion and maintenanss end to frolllitete the groate
esb roasible use of meohinery to shorten vhe tlme veguived i‘sﬁ
‘ponstruction.

in coopsyubton with the Axchalt Instliute, repressating =
Inrge geotlon of the msrhelt industry, and highwsy offioinls of
gaversl States the Burssu has resonbly engsged in studles in
saversl pavts of the countyy with the object of developing bhaue
now pethods and moterials,

An Ln gensrally the ense in the early verlod of devaluosmunt
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i wnteh ey in ne important degves, snd the Luresu has takbn the
lsod in ovopsration with the Aspheld Insbituls in o sevlss of eaglonal
sonferences with highuwey ai‘ficmlé of ull the Statss, the objeod of
which 1a $o bring about & simplification of the State spscifiontions
for Light aspbalitc olle, o reduetlon in the nuchesr of testa spopifled,
sud witicetely o veduotlon in the nusber of grades of material. These
conferencsd nre now ln progress zud thers 18 engouvagling prospect of

# sublefectory nutcowe, the &l¥set of whleh 1t is hoped will e to

 vender nove offlolent the produstion of sultable grades of materinl

with conseguent decrense in rood consteaotion oosh.
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#4tn the other and larger brangh of the pstrolewn industyy -
Ehﬁt wnich ia concerned with the production of ynsollue - the
Bureau's prinelpal dirvest gontest came sboul through the statistical
sexvige which it rendary by compiling the amnduel recelpte of grsoline
taxes snd the canaumptian-ef gamoline by maimr vehicles, The Bureau
uﬁaerﬁnak,this service shortly after the passage of the first gasoline
tax laws, 1te Interest prompted by the faet thet the tax ls sn lwpor-
tant, and naﬁ'the mast imnorient source of highway revenusa,

To thie branch of the industry, hawavef. it vondsrs a voluable
gervies by its work in cooperstion with the State highway denariments

for the improvement of the ¥oderalesid rosds.



