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P anning for the Future of
the SR 105 Comclor

Imagine visiting the State Route 105
corridor near the turn of the past century. A

large salmon cannery sits on pilings on the

North River, along with an active lumber mill.

In Tokeland, several hotels, including one

built in the shape

will still be more than a decade before George
Brown becomes the first non-native settler in
what will become Tokeland. Although it will
be another ten years before either the Grays
Harbor or Cape Shoalwater lighthouses are

built, schooners

of a beached ship,
serve tourists
coming to the
region for holi-
days. The cannery
at Warrenton
employs dozens
of diggers to
harvest the razor

clams along Pacific

beaches. New

HOETH EIVEL Cins iRy oF F J- MLHYWAN &L e

push into
Shoalwater Bay to
buy oysters and
cranberries for
the San Francisco
market, booming
from the gold
rush and new
development in

California.

cranberry picking
machines are
replacing traditional hand labor. The whaling
station at Bay City is nearing the end of its
operations but still supports an active whaling
fleet. Timber from the uplands feeds mills in
Raymond and Aberdeen, then the finished
lumber is sent by ship or rail to markets on

the east and west coasts.

Now imagine half a century previously, when
Native American villages still dot the coast
and river and stream mouths. The large
Native American settlements at Point Chehalis

and Toke Point are major trading centers. It

This document looks at the changes
the SR 105 corridor will face in
the future:
The relationship between
communities and the highway;
What area residents have said
they would like to see for the
future of their communities;
and
How the highway can support

residents’ vision.




For centuries, natural resources have been the
foundation for the region’s economy, whether
for salmon fishing, clamming, whaling,
cranberry harvesting, or, more recently,
tourism. Today, although the ties between
tourism and the region’s natural resources are
still in place, the balance has changed dramati-
cally and is likely to continue to change in the

future.

The outstanding natural resources of this
unique landscape are still the foundation for a
healthy, balanced economy. Today the
cranberry industry, shellfish farming, crabbing,
stream and watershed restoration, the harvest-
ing of alternative forest products, and heri-
tage and nature-based tourism are strong or
emerging industries. However, change will
certainly continue in the corridor, and
residents will find new ways to live and make
their livelihoods.
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What is a Corridor Management Plan?

SR I0S is a transportation corridor, main
street, and State Scenic and Recreational
Highway. The Corridor Management Plan
for SR 10S is an opportunity to look at all
of the roles that the highway plays in the
economic health and quality of life of
corridor communities. The plan is a docu-
ment of ideas for enhancement of the
highway and for community development
associated with the highway’s different roles.

The primary purposes of the SR 105 Plan are
to:
Document community interest in corridor
enhancement and guide enhancement
projects;
Promote partnerships for implementation
of conservation and enhancement
activities;
Bring new resources to the corridor for
project development and programs;
Support application for National Scenic
Byway or All-American Road designation
if local jurisdictions choose to seek it; and
Promote coordination between corridor
residents, communities, and agencies in
making decisions about important

corridor issues.

The Corridor Management
Plan encourages volunmry
partnerships for enbancement
projects. It does not increase
state or fedeml involvement in

local land use decisions.

One purpose that the Corridor Management
Plan does not serve is to increase regulation
along the corridor. The plan is intended to
bring new resources into the region to work
with existing jurisdictions and private land-

owners on an entirely Voluntary basis:

The SR 105 Corridor Management Plan
will not change local land use authority or
processes.
The SR 105 Corridor Management Plan
will not increase state or federal involve-
ment in local land use decisions.
Any actions or projects shown outside of
the right-of-way are entirely voluntary.
They may be implemented by local
jurisdictions through their existing
processes, or private landowners may
choose to implement them, but the plan
does not have regulatory authority.
Local jurisdictions or private property
owners will not be penalized if they
choose not to implement actions de-
scribed in the plan.

~ Any property acquired for enhancements
(not to be confused with WSDOT
Improvement Program projects for safety
and mobility needs) will not be acquired
by condemnation. All property acquired
to implement this plan will be by pur-
chase or donation from a willing land-

owner.




SR 105 Corridor Management Plan

Developmen’c Process

Technical Process®

Public Process

38 Stakeholder Interviews—
Identify Community-Based
Direction for Plan

Development

2

Inventory / Data Collection—
Identify Resources and Study

Problems

3 Corridor-wide Public
Meetings / Newsletter—
Viewer Employed Photography
Develop Corridor Vision &

Review Inventories

v

13 Stakeholder Interviews—
Mid-Process Review of Plan

Direction

Nz

Develop and Field Check
Improvement Concepts and

Options

6 Community Workshops /
Newsletter—
Identify Issues and
Opportunities for Corridor
Improvements

Draft Corridor

Management Plan

NZ

Public Review & Comment—

Draft Corridor

Management Plan

Final Corridor
Management Plan

i

/ Plan Endorsement

-

*A series of technical inventories and topic reports were developed as supporting documents for the
SR 105 Corridor Management Plan. A summary of the technical documents can be found in the

Resources section at the end of the plan.




The Waters’ Edge—

Ce/e[orating a Unique Place &
Unique Heritage

One of today’s familiar sights in the great water bodies, the highway running along
SR 10S region is the graceful line of the forested hills, bay and harbor shorelines, and a
Lady Washington as she sails the waters of narrow coastal strip tracing the edge of the
Grays Harbor and the Pacific. The tall ship, sea. The story of the SR 10S region is the

a faithful replica of the ship sailed by story of the two great bays that shape it and
Captain Gray during the voyage on which he the ocean that connects them.

first came to Grays Harbor, recalls an era of

exploration and discovery of new peoples The Land &
and places. Imagine
The Water

the anticipation

that Captain Gray's
SR 105 follows a
section of low

forested hills

extending to the

crew felt as they
sailed the west
coast, passing
headlands and river

mouths, each new

Pacific. The region is

view enlarging their
picture of the

world.

What Gray and his

crew found, in the

surrounded by the
constant flow of river
and ocean currents—
forming eddies that
drop sand and silt, or

flow in a slow but

=

area that is now the -
The Willapa River along SR 105

SR I0S region, was

inexorable process that

reshapes the landscape

a place where land at the waters’ edge. It
and water met in estuaries large and small, is a region where river flows are confused and
forests rolled down hills to broad tidal mud reversed by tidal changes, Pacific currents are
flats, and the Pacific surf ran over wide, flat hidden beneath swells and breaking waves,
beaches. Willapa Bay and Grays Harbor, two and rivers and ocean merge in estuarine bays.
of the largest estuaries on the Pacific Coast, There is a slow and constant tug-of-war

are separated by only 20 miles of coastline. between two of the region’s great rivers, the

The SR 105 region is set between these two Willapa and Chehalis, and the currents of the

Pacific Ocean.




While some areas of the Pacific Coast have
well-defined edges between rocky shores and

the sea, the lines
between land and
water are blurred in
the SR 105 Region.
Forested watersheds
collect the coastal
rains, feeding them
into streams and
wetlands. The beach
strand dissolves into
primordial swamp
behind the dune lines
as hidden ground

water flows come to the surface, supporting

first, native cranberry and cedar swamp and

now, cultivated cranberry fields.

The Willapa and
Chehalis Rivers feed
into two of the largest
estuarine bays on the
west coast: Willapa
Bay, shallow and
complex as the river
channel winds its way
to the ocean mouth,
and Grays Harbor,
broad and deep with
its complexity held

nearer to shore.

Broad flat beaches on

the coast and tidal flats along the bayshores
follow the edges of the SR 105 region.
Changes in tides bring on dramatic
transformations of the landscape, making the

Native American canoe travelers on the shores of VVillapa Bay

region seem an entirely different place
between the tidal extremes. The intertidal

zones of both the
Pacific shoreline and
the estuaries are some
of the Northwest’s
richest life zones,
supporting diverse
ecosystems and
contributing resources
that have been vital to
the region’s cultural
and economic
development. These
are the places for clams

and oysters, shorebird feeding, and habitat for

young salmon and great blue heron.

Roosevelt Elk and salmon both make a

o

S el oy o ™

An mrly VVz’llapa Bay oyster Sloop

connection between
the land and water—
the elk migrating to
the lowlands and
estuarine marshes in
search of winter food,
the salmon following
their migration from
stream to estuary to
ocean and then back
for spawning.

Willapa Bay is the
healthiest large estuary
on the west coast. It

is also a place of remarkable beauty, where
shallow water slowly rises and recedes over
mud flats in a constant interfingering of land

and reflected sky. Along the region’s north



leg, the Elk River flows into the most
ecologically intact estuary in the Pacific
Northwest as it reaches Grays Harbor. The
deeper shipping channels of Grays Harbor are
bordered by wetland margins and the

remnants of Native

and other less abundant but diverse sources of
food, could all be had at the waters’ edge.
Forestlands and the region’s extensive wetlands
were sources of plant materials for food and
fiber. Historic camas meadows, now gone,
provided staple root

American salmon

foods.

weirs, a reminder of
the flow of fish that
once was as
pronounced as the

ocean currents.

Cultures at the
Water's Edge

The SR 10S region was
occupied by two Native
American groups: the
Lower Chehalis people,
primarily along the
Grays Harbor shoreline,
and the Shoalwater Bay
people along the

northern shore of

Native Americans

made communities at
the mouths of nearly
every river and stream, building winter
dwellings from the abundant cedar and spruce
of the region’s interior forestland. The
abundance of habitats

Willapa Bay, who were
of Chinook, Chehalis,
and possible
Kwalhioqua ancestry. Both groups had extensive
trading and social ties to other tribes
throughout the region. Their largest village
sites, at Point Chehalis

packed into this

relatively small region
provided an essential
diversity of resources

for food and other

needs.

Salmon could be

and the Tokeland
Peninsula, became the
sites for some of the
earliest and most
extensive development
in the region. These

sites eventually became

the communities of

caught in shoreline
weirs in Grays Harbor
and Willapa Bay or as they entered the river
mouths at the entrance to the upstream
spawning grounds. Clams and oysters from the

shorelines, and crabs, sea mammals, shorebirds,

Commercial clam diggers on the Pacific beach, circa 1900

Westport and
Tokeland.

Although Native Americans made a transition
into the wage labor workforce as non-native

settlement spread, treaty negotiations were only




partially successful in guaranteeing the region’s

Native Americans
permanent places in
the region’s
development. Non-
native settlers were
quick to transform
the region’s natural
resources Into
commodities in the
cash economy and
often employed
Native American
residents to harvest
the same materials

that they had

previously collected

for their own use and trade. The Shoalwater

Bay Reservation was established on Willapa

Bay in 1860.

The unique natural
resources of the

SR 10S region have
shaped the region’s
continuing cultural
development. Local,
community-based
industries were built
around the harvest of
salmon, oysters, clams,
marine mammals,
cranberries, and
timber. Changes in
the external market
for these products and

cycles of overharvesting and diminished

resources have caused ebbs and flows in each

A crab party in Tokeland, circa 1910

The highway winds through an upland section of the corridor

region.

of these industries. However, except for the

harvest of whales and
sea-otter, all have
continued to be
important to the local

economy and culture.

From early days the
region has also been a
draw for tourists
traveling from
throughout the
Northwest to visit the
ocean coast and bay
shoreline. Arriving by
train, horse-carriage,

ferry or auto, tourists

stayed at elaborate early hotels, played in the

water, and took advantage of the region’s

abundant recreational

opportunities.

The region’s
geography and natural
resources defined its
early economic
development. The
SR 10S region
extends from the
communities at the
mouths of the
region’s two great
rivers, the Chehalis
and Willapa, to the
mouths of their bays
at the Pacific. Each

location along the rivers played a different
role in the historical development of the



Raymond and Aberdeen developed into

industrial centers
where timber was
milled and shipped,
commodities were
loaded onto ships for
trade, and the region’s
maritime industry was
built. At the mouths
of both harbors
constantly shifting
sands have made for
dangerous shipping
channels that have
been the sites for
many shipwrecks even

into the modern era.

These difficult
entries into both
ports led to the

development of

The Region Today

Early logeing on the North River

navigational aids including the region’s

two historic
lighthouses, the
lifesaving crews that
were based at the
mouth of each harbor,
and the current

U.S. Coast Guard base
in Westport that
continues to safeguard
shipping traffic along
the Pacific Coast and
in the two bays.

The Westport Maritime Museum

Modern recreational
travelers to the

SR 10S region share
some of the same
anticipation that
Captain Gray’s crew
telt as they were
traveling along
Washington’s coast.
They come to see new
places, understand
other ways of life, and
make their own small
discoveries in a
landscape of constant
change. They come
here for the different
experiences this region
offers as a contrast to

their everyday lives.

For residents of the
region, the unique
resources that draw
travelers here from
throughout the
Northwest and the
nation are the
backdrop and
substance of lives that
could not be lived in
quite the same way
anywhere else. The
pace and texture of

local lifestyles are one

of the region’s most important characteristics.




Residents of the region are its caretakers and
placemakers, and they are an integral part of
what makes this place unique. Life in the
corridor today has historical roots in the
harvest and management of salmon, oysters,
clams, crabs, cranberries, and timber. All are a
part of modern life and will be a foundation

for tuture lifestyles and communities.

Relatively recent additions to the region—
including Twin Harbors and Grayland State
Parks, maritime museums in Westport and
Raymond, the Westport Marina and dune
trail, and smaller improvements scattered
throughout corridor communities—have
helped to support local lifestyles and welcome
recreational travelers. They have also helped
to maintain the connection between the
region’s past and the present. Continued
work on projects like these will contribute to
the conservation of the region’s natural and

cultural heritage, and maintain the foundation

for a regional way of life.

Chaﬂenges for the Future

It is a dynamic time along the SR 105
corridor. The cranberry industry is thriving,
and new approaches to tourism, such as whale
watching in Westport, are beginning to catch
on. The Shoalwater Casino is bringing new
visitors into the region, and many other
businesses are starting up or continuing their
success. At the same time, as in many rural
regions that have relied on natural resources
for their livelihoods, some businesses are

struggling to adapt to a changing economy.

In the near term, corridor communities are

facing several important issues, including:

Continued erosion of Washaway Beach
threatens the highway, property, and
nearby cranberry bogs;

Stormwater on the highway through
Grayland is a continuing safety concern; -
Power poles close to the highway through
Grayland and North Cove are a safety
concern, and reliable power supply is

critical to the cranberry industry; and

10




Each of these issues may bring significant, and

The new prison at Stafford Creek will
introduce new traffic and development
into the corridor along with new jobs.

possibly unwelcome, change to the region.

In each case, some activity is currently under-

way to find and implement solutions:

I

The Corps of Engineers began, in
summer 19938, to place rock groins at
several locations along Washaway Beach
and dredge the middle channel in Willapa
Bay in an attempt to slow or stop shore
line erosion. WSDOT constructed a dike
in Willapa Bay to slow erosive currents
and redirect them away from Washaway
Beach.

Grays Harbor County completed a Flood
Hazard Reduction Plan which targets
specific stormwater problems identified
by a community focus group. Currently
the County and WSDOT are collaborat-
ing to design and implement the projects
identified in the plan. Drainage solutions
need coordinated effort and voluntary
participation of adjacent property
owners—most of the solutions require
drainage improvements outside of the
right-of-way and outside of WSDOTs
direct control. In addition, the Grays

The Corridor Manage-
ment Plan takes a Zong~
term view for corridor

development.

Harbor Water District No. I is planning
to replace a water main under SR 105
through Grayland. Since this project will
affect SR 105, there may be an opportu-
nity to combine this project with other
drainage and highway improvements.

The PUD is currently planning to
develop a new substation in Grayland. It
may be possible to use this opportunity to
relocate problem power poles.

The recent agreement between the
Friends of Grays Harbor and the Depart-
ment of Corrections has resolved some of
the concerns over the prison’s impact on

water quality and wetlands.

BT R L

Cmnberry harvesting in Gmyland




For the longer term, residents and communi-
ties along the corridor continue to search for
new opportunities to diversify their economic
base. SR I0S has a role in supporting
regional economic health. This is an oppor-
tunity for the highway to work better as a
State Scenic and Recreational Highway and
actively contribute to the health of the

region’s tourism economy.

Tourism has been important to the region’s
economy for almost 100 years. Today, the
most apparent opportunity for the highway
system to contribute to the region is as a
better facility for tourists, with enhanced
signs, viewpoints, interpretive displays, and
information kiosks. Relatively low-cost
projects, completed over time in a coordinated
plan, could significantly improve the corridor.

At the same time, these improvements could

help maintain the region’s quality of life by
guiding tourists toward areas that have been
developed to support tourism impacts and
away from those that are not, and informing
visitors about the unique and valuable re-

sources of the region.

The projects and strategies described in the
Corridor Management Plan are a combination
of ideas: some that may already be in progress
and new ideas from corridor residents that are
consistent with an overall approach to corri-
dor development. One of the primary
purposes of this plan is to help communities
tind new ways to complete projects—by
bringing partners with similar interests
together to do projects, by pointing the way
to grant funding sources, or both.

:ﬁff !

.

B .

-
1

Tokeland beach scene, circa 1900
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Corridor Vision and Goals

As developed by eommunity partieipants

Corridor Vision Statement

[(IThe State Route 105 corridor is a vital
economic and community link for area
residents and a tourist gateway to the natural
and scenic resources of the region. State
Route 10S passes through a series of wonder-
ful and diverse landscapes such as forests,
cranberry bogs, and historic seaports and
settlements. The corridor also provides access
to employment and services, the Pacific Ocean,
bays, estuaries, and recreation centers. The

SR 105 corridor is envisioned as:

- Providing safe and efficient traffic move-
ment for all users through this rich
landscape.

Respecting and helping to showcase the
natural, cultural, and historic resources of
the corridor; and contributing to the
enjoyment and enhancement of the
scenic, natural, historic, recreational, and
wildlife resources of the area for visitors
and residents alike.

Supporting and respecting the many
livelihoods and communities which are
intimately tied to the resources of the

area.

Providing linkages and accessibility for
many different types of users, including
persons in wheelchairs, bicyclists and
pedestrians, in addition to personal and
commercial vehicles. SR 1085 also serves

as a utility corridor.[1]

13

Plan Goals and Objectives

During the public involvement process there
was much discussion about community values
and issues. This discussion is summarized
below in the form of goal statements that lay
out the key concerns and aspirations of
participants in the planning process. They
have been used to guide the development of
action strategies and other corridor improve-
ments.

Goal I: Maintain the Waters’ Edge Way of Life

The corridor has a historic and economic
connection to the water for both recreational
and employment purposes. The pace of life is
slower and the area is generally uncrowded.

Goal 2: Welcome Visitors to the Region
Tourism is recognized as an increasingly

important part of the local economy and
should be encouraged in balance with the
rural lifestyle and pristine natural resources.
Visitors should be provided with the means to
learn more about the region and its unique
features.

Goal 3: Tell the Stories of the Region

The region has a rich natural and cultural
heritage. Visitors should be provided with the
chance to see and understand natural areas
within and along the corridor. Additionally,
the corridor itself can be used as an interpre-

tive opportunity for the ocean-based way of

life.

Goal 4: Provide for a Safe and Pleasant Journey

Address public concerns about highway safety
and capacity for both motorized vehicles and

bicycles.




From Vision to Action

This plan is intended to foster indepen-
dent and partnered efforts for corridor
enhancement over the next 20 years and
beyond. The challenge for the SR 105
corridor is to find strategies and projects to

make the vision and

discussed briefly in this section and described

in more detail in Part 2.

The Department of Transportation can play a
role in coordinating project development and

may be a partner in

goals a reality. At
community meetings
throughout the
corridor, residents,
jurisdictions, and
agency representatives
identified opportuni-
ties for projects and

strategies to imple-

ment the corridor

providing partial
funding, but it is

unlikelv that
WSDOT can solely

fund many of the

projects described in

the plan. Although
corridor jurisdictions

and agencies may

support the comple-

vision. Projects ranged
from the development
of view pullouts and intersection improve-

ments to the development of new parks and

areas fO]f resource access.

Ideas for corridor conservation and
enhancement followed four major categories,
or “enhancement themes,” that are taken from
the project goals. Each enhancement
theme—Maintaining the Waters’ Edge Way of
Life, Making Visitors Welcome, Telling the
Stories of the Region, and A Safe and
Pleasant Journey—includes projects and
strategies related to a key aspect of the

corridor. The enhancement themes are

RE[ZTllly L’OHSWM[tL’d p%l)ll[ restrooms in SOM[}) Bﬁltl’

tion of projects in
the plan, most of the
projects are currently not funded, and support
of the corridor management plan does not
commit potential partners to complete

projects.

A coordinated effort between corridor
jurisdictions, local interest groups, private
sector stakeholders, and state and federal
agencies is the most feasible approach to
bring new resources into the corridor. The
projects in the plan are intended to benefit
the region’s communities and will need
community leadeship for implementation.

Jurisdictions, agencies, civic groups, and

14



corridor residents all have potential roles to

play in selecting and completing projects.

The types of projects described in the plan
are eligible for grant funding from a wide
variety of sources. Some of these, such as
National Scenic Byway Program and Trans-
portation Enhancement funding, are trans-
portation-related and would include some
involvement from WSDOT. However, there
are other funding sources, such as Aquatic
Lands Enhancement Act (ALEA) grants and
Interagency Committee for Outdoor Recre-
ation funding, available to communities that
would only include WSDOT participation if
the project directly affected the highway.

FISHERIES

ALMON—1{%

The following two pages introduce the
enhancement themes. The next section, Part 2
of the Corridor Management Plan, takes a
more thorough look at each of these enhance-
ment themes and the specific projects that
might support them.

Part 3 of the plan includes a broad strategy
for marketing the corridor to travelers and
supporting tourism development. This section
also discusses possibilities for implementation

of Corridor Management Plan projects.

P
p



Enhancement Theme:

Maintaining the Waters’ Edge Way
of Life

Area residents value their way of life and
the natural resources that support it.
Whether residents are employed in an
industry that relies on upland, wetland,
marine, or estuarine resources or they have
simply chosen to live in the region
because of its sense of community and
natural setting, there is a good life to be
made in the region, and residents want to

maintain what they value.

Speciﬁc strategies and action opportuni-

ties for this enhancement theme include:
Opportunities for new or improved
access to natural areas;
Projects to build awareness and
stewardship of watersheds, water
resources, and water quality; and
Projects to “put tourism in its place”
by focusing tourism activities to
reduce negative impacts on the

region’s quality of life.

Enhancement Theme:

Making Visitors Welcome

Tourism has both positive and negative
effects on a region. Economically,
tourism 1is an important contributor to a
diversified economic base, contributing
about $94 million per year to
Washington’s coastal areas. However,
tourism can also put stresses on the
highway and local road systems and
interfere with residents as they go about
their daily lives. Tourism development
strategies need to enhance the positive
economic benefits of tourism in the
corridor, while avoiding negative physical

and social impacts as much as possible.

Specific strategies and action areas for

this enhancement theme include:
Constructing viewpoints and turn-
outs;
Providing visitor information at
visitor centers and kiosks;
Improving signs guiding travelers to
the SR 105 corridor;
Improving signs identifying travel
attractions along the corridor;
Continuing billboard and off-
premise advertising sign control; and
Improving information about corri-

dor festivals and other special events.
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A Place Between the Bays

Corridor Enbancement Projects and Strategies

The SR 105 region is defined by its bays—
Grays Harbor and Willapa Bay—and its
relationship to the Pacific Ocean. It is, in the
words of one community planning partici-
pant, one of the “best kept secrets” along the
Washington coast. Along with Long Beach,
Ocean Shores and the north beaches, and

La Push/Kalaloch, the region is one of the
few places in Washington where travelers can

easily reach the Pacific shoreline.

The region has unique natural systems with

numerous opportunities for eco-tourism. The
region also has a rich heritage related to its

location on the sea, including whaling,

shipping, and aquaculture. Yet, despite the
region’s historic and natural attractions

SR 105 communities are more out-of-the-way,
secluded, diverse, and relaxed than most other
coastal experiences in the western United
States.

In the community meetings held to develop
the Corridor Management Plan, residents,
jurisdictions and agencies discussed their goals
for the corridor and came forward with a
variety of projects to support these goals.
Chief among these goals were maintaining a
small town/rural way of life, managing
growth and change, and making visitors

welcome.

This section of the plan takes a closer look at
each of the four corridor enhancement
themes, as well as projects and strategies that

support them.

The ideas in this section are intended to
support development that is right for the
corridor—a natural extension of what is

already working.

Change and growth are
best when they happen
slowly, piece by piece.

1 1wﬁmﬂj



Maintaining the Waters' Eclge
Way of Life

In community planning meetings the
residents of the region who helped develop
the SR 105 plan spoke of the importance of
the region’s way of life. Residents valued
aspects of the region that spoke to its many

connections, including:

Ties between lifestyle and livelthood.
Ties between current residents and the
region’s history.

Ties from neighbor to neighbor and
community to community.

Ties to the land and water and their

natural systems.

The strong ties between people, places, and
community along the corridor are clear in
residents’ choices of livelihood, recreation,
social activities, and community involvement.
These most valued aspects of the region are
working well, and they need to be nurtured

and maintained.

The projects that are included in this section
of the plan support the important connec-
tions in the region, especially recognizing the
value that residents place on their ties to
water-dependent resources of the ocean, bays,

and bogs. They are projects that:

Help conserve the natural resources that
support the region’s way of life,
Provide new or improved places for
corridor residents to maintain and
celebrate their sense of community, and
Provide new physical connections to the
key resources of the corridor—shore-

lines, estuaries, rivers and streams.

The spirit of this section—to sustain and
nurture the unique culture of the SR 105
region—is carried out in more than just the
projects listed in this section. Nearly all of
the projects in the plan were suggested by
corridor residents and meet their vision for
the region’s future. That vision is for a
place that develops new opportunities
while maintaining its unique character.

Future improvements to
the SR 105 corridor need

to respect and maintain

PE2Y o4

what’s working now. ; "
4 .

ST Ay

3
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Corriclor Enhancements for

Maintaining the Waters’ Eclge Way of Life

Improved Resource Access Natural Resource Awareness

One of the key aspects of quality of life Building awareness of the region’s

in the region is connection to natural natural and cultural heritage can
resources. New or improved public access promote understanding and

sites to the region’s shorelines and water- appreciation of the corridor’s “natural
ways will help region residents benefit infrastructure.” Highway signs

from the surrounding natural resources. recognizing stream crossings, especially

of salrnon—bearing streams, can increase

awareness and stewardship of these

Recreation Opportunities
Tt resources.

Recreation opportunities, including

recreational sports fields, trails, boat

launches, shellfish harvesting, fishing and

others can be improved for local residents. ” ﬂ rth ( re E k

Access and facility development are both

important to maintaining and improving L ]I ;——_:'a._h""rj
. . -F_:- =7 o Lo
local quality of life. - S \
Taw I _—_ -

{ e -T -
Tourism Focus Areas

Tourism is important to the regional S a I m D “ Stre a m

economy, but it can have negative impacts
on day-to-day life. Specific projects can

focus tourism activities in areas that have

the capacity to support them and reduce

tourism impacts in areas that are not

appropriate for visitors.
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Washaway Beach
Shoreline Access Concept

Washaway Beach is a popular location for
both residents and visitors to the SR 105
region. Currently there are limited
facilities at Washaway Beach access loca-
tions. A developed parking area with
restrooms and trash receptacles would
improve the opportunity to visit Washaway

Beach and improve privacy for nearby
residents. (This project would not be
developed until after the beach is stabi-
lized.)
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Milepost: Approx. 23.0 — 25.0

Improvements with No Fundin
P g Location: North Cove to Grayland

Source Identified, State Highway

A Safe and Pleasant
ABERDEEN @Q

Description: Explore options for utility

Journey

System Plan (1999-2018)

Improvements with Fundmg Sources A Milepose: 000 0.56
Identified, State Highway System
Plan (1999-201 8)

W

Milepost: 30.28 — 30.29

Location: SR105/ Westport Spur Intersection
Description: Intersection reconstruction —
scheduled for October, 1999.

Funding: WSDOT — Safety

Possible Implementation Partners: WSDOT

Milepost: 30.28 — 35.38

Location: Westport Spur/Schafer Road to
Ocosta/Myrtle Road N.

Description: Intermittent passing lanes
Funding: WSDOT - Mobility

Possible Implementation Partners: WSDOT

Milepost: 33.31 —33.58

Location: Vicinity of Bay City

Description: Potential realignment

Funding: WSDOT - Safety

Possible Implementation Partners: WSDOT

Milepost: 36.50 — 37.50

Location: Markham — Johns River vicinity
Description: Channelization

Funding: WSDOT - Safety

Possible Implementation Partners: WSDOT

Milepost: 37.34 — 44.50

Location: Johns River Bridge to east of
Chapin Creek

Description: Intermittent passing lanes
Funding: WSDOT - Mobility

Possible Implementation Partners: WSDOT

Milepost: 40.50

Location: Near intersection with Gray Street
Description: Improve highway drainage
structure to eliminate restriction to fish
passage at this location.

Funding: WSDOT — Environmental Retrofit
Possible Implementation Partners: WSDOT

Milepost: 47.16 —47.29

Location: Calhoun Road vicinity to Coolidge
Road

Description: Potential realignment or
guardrail installation

Funding: WSDOT — Safety

Possible Implementation Partners: WSDOT

Milepost: 47.66 — 48.76

Location: Boone Spur to US 101
Description: Realign junction, pending
regional and local discussion

Funding: WSDOT - Mobility

Possible Implementation Partners: WSDOT

Location: SR 101 to Lombard Street
Description: Turn lane channelization
Funding: WSDOT - Mobility
Possible Implementation Partners:

WSDOT

Milepost: 5.00 — 21.00

Location: Various Locations
Description: Purchase of access rights
Funding: WSDOT - Mobility
Possible Implementation Partners:

WSDOT

A Milepost: 16.00 — 27.50
Location: Washaway Beach

Description: New corridor and
realignment, pending outcome of
erosion containment.

Funding: WSDOT - Mobility
Possible Implementation Partners:

WSDOT

SR 105 Corridor
Management Plan Suggestions

Location: Entire corridor
Description: Designate SR 105 as the
coastal extension of the cross-state
bicycle trail and improve to minimum
bicycle touring route standards.
Funding: WSDOT — Economic
Initiatives, State Parks, City of
Aberdeen

Possible Implementation Partners:
WSDOT, State Parks, City of
Aberdeen

@ Milepost: 18.60

Location: Tokeland Road intersection
Description: Review speed zoning and
pedestrian amenities.

Funding: WSDOT, Shoalwater Bay
Tribe

Possible Implementation Partners:

WSDOT, Shoalwater Bay Tribe

Location: Tokeland Road

Description: Develop bicycle/
pedestrian pathway from tribal center
to Tokeland commercial center
Funding: Competitive transportation
enhancements, local

Possible Implementation Partners:

Shoalwater Bay Tribe, Pacific County

pole undergrounding

Funding: WSDOT, Grays Harbor PUD
Possible Implementation Partners:
WSDOT, Grays Harbor PUD, Grays
Harbor Water District No. 1

Milepost: 25.35 — 30.28

Location: Grayland to Westport
Description: Develop partnerships and
implement roadway drainage improvements
as identified in South Coastal and

Grayland Flood Hazard Management Plans.

Funding: WSDOT, private

Possible Implementation Partners:
WSDOT, private, Grays Harbor Water
District No. 1

Milepost: approx. 29

Location: Twin Harbors State Park
Description: Develop pedestrian bridge
connecting campground to beach area.
Funding: State Parks

Possible Implementation Partners:

WSDOT

Location: Westport to Ocean Shores
Description: Initiate car ferry service
Funding: Private, public

Possible Implementation Partners: Private,

public

Location: Stafford Creek Prison Entrance
Description: Construct intersection with
left turn channelization at prison access
road.

Funding: Department of Corrections
Possible Implementation Partners: DOC,
WSDOT.

GRAYS
: HARBOR
OCEAN SHORES

QWESIPORT

SOUTH
BAY

BAY CUTY

GRAYLAN

PACIFIC
OCEAN

SHOALWATER BAY
RESERVATION

-y

i

TOKELANL

WILLAFA
BAY

A Safe and Pleasant Journey

Improvements with Funding Sources
Identified, State Highway System Plan
(1999-2018)

Improvements with No Fund:’ng Source
Identified, State Highway System Plan
(1999-2018)

A

SR 105 Corridor
Management Plan Suggestions



Maleing Visitors Welcome

Tourism is one of the region’s clear
opportunities for economic developmenr_ and
diversification. The challenge is to find the
right way to develop

Some, for example, are shifting to other
resources, such as crabbing or fishing for
bottom-fish. Others are marketing existing or

new non-harvesting

tourism, so that
residents and busi-
nesses can make the
most of tourism’s
benefits and minimize

tourism’s impacts.

- IH'I'I-I COYE
#|STOKELAND

During the

community-based

planning effort opin-

tourism activities, such as
kite-flying, bicycling,
surfing and whale watch-

ll’lg.

Much of the recent
activity in tourism devel-
opment throughout the

region has focused on

nature-based tourism (also

ions and ideas were
expressed which ranged
from concern over altering the rural/small
town way of life in the region to a recogni-
tion that corridor communities need an
economic boost. For many, tourism was seen
as a way of achieving, in part, that economic
boost. But increased emphasis on tourism
must be tempered with care for the region’s

fragile natural and social environment.

Tourism, like many of the other economic
sectors in the SR 105 region, is resource-
based. Like many other resource-based
industries in the region, tourism has changed
in response to changes in its resource base. In
the past, the region relied on recreational
sport fishing and clam-digging as primary
draws for travelers. With the declining
availability of those resources for harvest,
businesses serving tourists are finding new

ways to attract tourism.

A past directional sign along State Route 105

called ecotourism) and
heritage tourism. Both of
these markets are growing and could comple-
ment recreational tourism in the corridor.
Nature-based and heritage tourism share the
advantage that they are oriented toward
understanding and valuing the natural and

cultural resources of the region.

This section of the plan describes corridor

improvements providing visitors with:

Opportunities to enjoy the region’s
resources,

Information they need to find their way
and make short-term travel decisions,
and

Services they need, such as viewpoints or
public restrooms, to make their trip

enjoyable.

.- Tourism—done the right way—
RGN

."',.' jfg" brings economic bengfits without
PRYS

losing the character of the region.
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Corridor Enhancements for

Improving the Visitor Experience:

Visitor Information Centers

Visitor Information Centers are facilities
that provide travelers with an introduc-
tion to the region and answer questions
about services and attractions. Existing
Visitor Information Centers in
Raymond and Westport and a planned
new facility in Aberdeen at the Aberdeen
Landing project fill the current need for
the corridor. These facilities will be
important in any future coordinated

marketing of the corridor.

Viewpoints

Viewpoints are typically pulloffs adja-
cent to the highway. They provide a
place to stop safely, get out of your car,
and enjoy the scenery. If the setting
provides an opportunity, viewpoints may
also be interpretive and recreational
areas. When they are large enough,
viewpoints can serve as slow vehicle
pullouts. Considerations for siting
viewpoints include the quality of the
view, safe exit from and re-entry to the
highway, and adequate space for parking

and internal circulation.

Travel Information Kiosks

Travel information kiosks are freestanding
structures located at viewpoints or pull-
outs. Information included on kiosks will
vary, but can include general orientation
maps, information on hotels, camp-
grounds, and other tourist services as well
as changing seasonal information such as

calendars of festivals and events.

Historic stone wall at a viewpoint

overloooking the Pacific Ocean.
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Corridor Enhancements for

[mproving the Visitor Experience (cont.)

Public Rest Rooms

Public rest rooms are very important to
recreational and commercial drivers. They
can also be magnets for new community
development activities. Public rest rooms
could be provided at a full rest area, as a
small addition to an existing visitor center,
or a chemical toilet at a boat launch site.

Opver the long term, maintenance of

restroom facilities is a much higher cost

than the initial construction. Public restrooms in South Bend

Attraction Signs

Consistent, reliable use of attraction signs through-
out the corridor will enhance the travel experience as
well as provide an effective marketing tool for local
businesses. It may be possible to include signing on
Highway I0I to encourage travelers to take the coast

route.

Private off-premises advertising along scenic highways
is controlled by federal and state policies. As an
alternative to these off-premise signs, the familiar
blue and brown highway signs are available to advise
travelers about travel-related services and major
destinations, such as state parks or historical museums
or area businesses that serve traveler needs. These
signs are important to both the travelers that rely on

them and the businesses that use them.

GRAYLAND

BEACH

A concept for new beach signs along SR 105
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Corridor Enhancements for

[mproving the Visitor Experience: (cont.)

Wayfinding Signing

Wayfinding signs fulfill three important
functions:
" Get travelers headed towards the
right road;
" Reassure them they are on the right
road; and
" Inform them of how far they are
from major destinations.
Each of these functions is important to
SR 105 and needs to be improved.
Along a scenic and recreational highway
route signs can also be used to display a
corridor logo and contribute to the
sense that the route is a unique destina-

tion with its own regional identity

o
Shelton

Pt. Angeles
EXIT I3 MILE

A Coastal Corridor sign on US 101 near Olympz'a
incorporates a route logo to identify the bighway for travelers.

QCEAN
BEACHES @
LOOP

LEFT 172 MILE

New direction signs in Raymond and Aberdeen could
improve traveler information about using SR 105
as an alternative to US 101.
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Typical View Pullout

Where there is enough space betwen the
highway and the shoreline viewpoints such as
the one above could be developed aong Grays
Harbor and Willapa Bay. Viewpoints are
amenities for both visitors and residents, and
they also can be effective slow-traffic pullouts
also.
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Maizing Visitors
Welcome

SR 105 Directional Signing from
US 101 and SR 12

Location: Various locations in and
around Aberdeen and Raymond.
Description: There is an opportu-
nity to improve the signs for
directing travelers to SR 105 and
to clearly indicate that SR 105 is a
through route connecting
Raymond and Aberdeen. The
effectiveness of signing could be
improved if coordinated with a
logo and route name for the

SR 105 corridor.

Project Elements: Directional and
Iogo signs.

Possible Partners: WSDOT

SR 105 Reassurance Signing
Location: Along SR 105, espe-
cially westbound from Aberdeen/
Cosmopolis.

Description: A combination of
route signs showing the corridor
designation, and mileage signs
reassuring travelers they are
heading towards their intended
destination.

Project Elements: Logo and

information signs.

Possible Partners: WSDOT

Aberdeen Landing and the Grays
Harbor Historic Seaport
Location: Aberdeen

Description: This existing project
can serve a valuable role as a
visitor orientation facility to

SR 10S. The Grays Harbor
Historic Seaport is an important
tourism resource that should be
included in SR 10S information
and itineraries.

Project Elements: Visitor infor-
mation center, restrooms, interpre-
tive dispiays and activities.
Possible Partners: Private, City of
Aberdeen, Port of Grays Harbor

Aberdeen Sports Park
See under “Waters’ Edge Way of
Life” p.25

Grays Harbor Viewpoints
Location: Several locations
Description: Several locations
along Grays Harbor provide the
necessary space to develop
roadside viewpoints.

Project Elements: Acceleration
and deceleration lane improve-
ments, parking, interpretive
displays.

Possible Partners: WSDOT,
Grays Harbor County, Port of
Grays Harbor, potentially

several state agencies.

Johns River Watchable
Wildlife Site

See under “Waters’ Edge Way of
Life” p.25

Bay City Tourist Information
Kiosk

Location: Several possible
locations in or near Bay City.
Description: Development of a
tourist information kiosk and
interpretive displays introduc-
ing travelers to the Westport/
Grayland area, and interpreting
Bay City’s cultural history.
Project Elements: Access
improvements, parking, tourist
information kiosk, interpretive
displays.

Possible Partners: WSDOT,
Grays Harbor County, other

state agencies, private

I10.

Elk Watching Pullout at South
Bay

Location: approx. MP 31.00
Description: Viewpoint over
East Bay, tidal flats, and
seasonal elk grazing areas.
Project Elements: Access
improvements, parking,
interpretive displays.

Possible Partners: WSDOT,
Grays Harbor County, Port of
Grays Harbor, potentially

several state agencies.

Westport Tourism Signing
Location: Various locations
along SR 105

Description: Westport's travel
attractions, including the
Maritime Museum, the Grays
Harbor Light, existing and
proposed beach access loca-
tions, the observation tower,
and the boardwalk, are difficult
to find for first-time visitors.
Improved signing could provide
clearer direction to these
features.

Project Elements: Attraction
signs, some possibly including
an SR 105 logo.

Possible Partners: WSDOT,

Private

Westport Viewing Tower
Improvements

Location: Westport waterfront
Description: This funded
project will develop a picnic
area and low viewing platform
at the base of the existing
viewing tower.

Project Elements: Picnic
tables, landscape improvements,
accessible viewing platform at
the breakwater.

Possible Partners: Port of
Grays Harbor, City of
Westpor



I11. Twin Harbors Park Wetland
Interpretive Trail
Location: Twin Harbors State
Park
Description: The backdune
wetlands along SR 105 are a
fascinating, but hidden, resource.
An interpretive trail could provide
the opportunity to experience these
unique habitats and understand an
important part of the corridor
water cycle.
Project Elements: Directional
signs, day parking, surface or
boardwalk wetland trail, interpre-
tive displays.
Possible Partners: State Parks,
Dept. of Ecology, Private, other

state agencies

12. Twin Harbors State Park Visitor
Information Center
Location: State Parks parking and
beach access area off Schaeffer
Road at Twin Harbors State Park.
Description: This location
provides the first Pacific coast
access directly along SR 105 for
southbound travelers, and is
adjacent to the visitor resources of
Twin Harbors State Park. A
visitors center in this location
could provide information on
beach access and use, as well as
other recreation, food, and lodging
information. This would also be
an opportunity provide a major
public restroom facility for
travelers, and to interpret the
Pacific beach’s natural and
cultural heritage.
Project Elements: Visitors center
building, expanded restrooms,
interpretive materials, possible
elevated viewing to provide
sightlines over the dunes to the
Pacific.
Possible Partners: State Parks,
WSDOT, Local Juraisdictions,

Private

13.

14.

IS.

Cranberry Interpretive Area

Location: Grayland adjacent to SR
105

Description: Visitors to the corridor
are fascinated by Grayland’s cranberry
fields, but there are limited opportuni-
ties to see them from SR 105 and learn
how they work. The fields are acces-
sible from the backroads along SR
105, but tourist traffic on those roads
is unsafe, and interferes with cranberry
operations. This project would develop
an interpretive wayside along SR 10S in
one of the locations where the cran-
berry fields are visible from the
highway. Interpretive displays would
describe cranberry farming operations
and history.

Project Elements: Improved access,
parking, interpretive displays

Possible Partners: WSDOT, Private

Washaway Beach Viewpoint

Location: Approx. MP 20.00
Description: This existing pulloff
offers spectacular views to the Pacific,
but is too small to develop amenities
such as restrooms. This site could be
developed in coordination with a larger
beach access project, described below to
provide visitor access and services at
Washaway Beach.

Project Elements: Improved access,
interpretive display

Possible Partners: WSDOT, State
Parks

Washaway Beach Beach Access and
Visitor Information Site

Location: MP 20.00

Description:  Washaway Beach is an
important visitor attraction, and the
first real sand beach for travelers
heading north along SR 10S5. This
project would develop parking,
restrooms, interpretive displays and
beach access for day use along this
section of the beach.

Project Elements: Access improve-
ments, car and RV parking, restroom,
interpretive displays, beach access.
Possible Partners: WSDOT, State
Parks

16. Shoalwater Bay Tribe Information
Kiosk
Location: Intersection of SR 105
and Tokeland Road
Description: The Shoalwater Bay
Reservation and town of Tokeland
are Important visitor resources.
This kiosk will provide visitor
orientation information, and also
provides an opportunity to
interpret the culture and history of
the Shoalwater Bay Tribe and
Tokeland.
Possible Partners: Shoalwater Bay
Tribe, WSDOT, Private

17. Tokeland Fishing Pier / Boat
Launch Improvements
See under “Waters’ Edge
Way of Life” p. 25

18. Willapa Bay Viewpoints
Location: Various locations along
Willapa Bay (approx. MP 9.20 &
MP 5.00-6.00)

Description: Views over Willapa
Bay are one of the highlights of
driving SR 105, but there are few
opportunities to stop safely along
this stretch of the highway.
Developed viewpoints could
include tideland access if appro-
priate, and interpretive displays.
Project Elements: Access
improvements, auto and RV
parking, interpretive displays.
Possible Partners: WSDOT

19. Smith Creek Boat Launch
See under “Waters’ Edge
Way of Life” p25
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I12.

13.

I4.

Twin Harbors State Park Visitor
Information Center— See also under
“Making Visitors Welcome,” p.32
Description: Indoor and outdoor
interpretive displays complementing
the shoreline location. Possible live
docent interpretive programs, and
hub for guided beach interpretive
walks.

Interpretive Themes: Natural
history and lifeways of the beach,
dunes, intertidal zone, and nearshore
ocean, including Gray Whale
migration and ecology. ‘
Supprting Stories: Intertidal zone
life, traditional and present-day
harvesting of intertidal animals.
Dune formation and dynamics.

Cranberry Interpretive Area—

See also under “Making

Visitors Welcome,” p.32

Description: Interpretive panels
integrated into new wayside along SR
105.

Interpretive Themes: Lifeways,
history. .
Supporting Stories: History of
cranberry harvest from native habitat
to cultivation. Modern-day cran-
berry farming practices—what are
visitors looking at and how does it
work? :

Washaway Beach Viewpoint—
See also under “Making

Visitors Welcome,” p.32
Description: Interpretive signs at
Pacific Ocean viewpoint.
Interpretive Themes: Natural
History, History

Supporting Stories: Ocean beach-
building and erosion dynamics,

historic development on Washaway.

15. Washaway Beach Beach Access and

16

17.

Visitor Information Site— See also
under “Making Visitors Welcome,” p32
Description: Interpretive signs at
a proposed day use area near '
Washaway Beach.

Interpretive Themes: Natural
History, Lifeways )
Supporting Stories: Maritime
travel and shipping and the mouth
of Willapa Bay. First contact
between Meares and local Native
Americans.

. Historic Shoaﬂwater/ Tokeland

Interpretive Pamphlet

Location: Shoalwater / Tokeland
Description: Interpretive booklet
describing Tokeland’s history and
development.

Interpretive Themes: Lifeways,
History

Supporting Stories: Native
American Village Site, role of
Chief Toke in early non-native
interactions with native inhabitants,
establishment of the Shoalwater
reservation, historic lifesaving
station, resource economies then
and now, modern-day Shoalwater
Tribe culture.

Shoalwater Bay Tribe Visitor
Information Kiosk— See also under
“Making Visitors Welcome,” p.32
Description: Interpretive sign
incorporated into proposed kiosk.
Interpretive Themes: History,
Lifeways

Supporting Stories: History of
habitation of Point Chehalis, from
Native American village and
trading center to modern-day

Tokeland.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Tokeland Hotel Interpretation
Location: Tokeland peninsula
Description: Interpretive sign at
the historic Tokeland Hotel
Interpretive Themes: History,
Lifeways

Supporting Stories: History of the
Tokeland hotel as a specific
example of settlement, early contact
period economy and lifestyle,
Native American transition from
subsistence to wage-based economy,
and tourism on the Toke Peninsula.

Tokeland County Park— See also
under “Waters’ Edge Way of Life) .25
Description:  Interpretive panels
Interpretive Themes: Lifeways,-
History

Supporting Stories: Lifesaving
station and shipwrecks at the mouth
of Willapa Bay.

Tokeland Fishing Pier / Boat
Launch Improvements— See also
under “Waters’ Edge Way of Life” p25
Description: Interpretive panel
Interpretive Themes: Natural
history, lifeways

Supporting Stories: Natural
history of Willapa Bay salmon
runs, historic salmon harvest and
processing, modern resource
management.

Willapa Bay Viewpoints— See also
under “Making Visitors Welcome,” p.32
Description: Interpretive signs at
formal and informal viewpoints
along Willapa Bay

Interpretive Themes: Natural
History, lifeways

Supporting Stories: Shellfish -
ecology and harvest, intertidal zone
ecology, spartina and other
sustainability / ecological health
issues.



Teﬂing the Stories of
the Region

For thousands of years people have been

making their lives at this edge of the water

and the land. Combin-
ing natural resources
from the bays, the
Pacific, the region’s
rivers and streams, and
the forested hillsides,
residents here have
made lives very differ-
ent from inland folk.
For today’s residents,
the natural and cultural
diversity of the region
is a familiar day-to-day

experience. For visitors to the corridor, the

region is new and exciting, filled with the

potential for discovery
and understanding.

One of the most
satisfying rewards of
travel is to develop a
better understanding
of new places and the
unique history and
cultures of the people
who live in them.
Interpretation,
whether through

interpretive signs,

museums, or other means, is a way to offer

travelers a more satisfying experience. It is
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Life saving practice at North Cove, circa 1910

The Tokeland Hotel basket room, circa 1910

also a way to share knowledge about the
region’s unique resources and the interaction

of the cultures that
have grown here with

those resources.

Interpretation
promotes awareness
and understanding
of corridor re-
sources, enhances the
travel experience by
deepening a visitor’s
understanding of the

region, and in the

best of cases, builds a connection between

people and place—explaining what makes the

region unique, and
why it is important.

This section intro-
duces two different
parts of a regional
interpretive approach.
The first part is a way
to organize and focus
corridor interpretive
stories. The “Inter-
pretive Topics and
Themes” sidebar

following this section

is a framework for presenting the stories of
the corridor to visitors. Themes and story



topics aren't interpretive stories themselves;
instead they describe a way to tell the stories
of the region to reflect the values of corridor
residents and the most important aspects of

the region’s resources.

The second part describes some of the tools
that make sense for the beginning steps of an
expanded corridor interpretive system. As in
other sections of the plan, these tools include
physical improvements for presenting
interpretion to visitors—for example interpre-

tive signs and kiosks.

Finally, the map following this section brings
these two aspects of a corridor interpretive
approach together by describing possible
locations and interpretive topics for develop-

ment.

All the varied relationships
of water and land are
distilled here, concentrated

along a sixty mile stretch

of highway. o
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Interpre’cive Topics and Themes

Living at the Edge of Land and Water

Natural History of the Waters’ Edge
The ecology and natural processes of the SR 105 Corridor

There’s life in the mud—tideflats are a rich habitat.

Estuaries large and small play key roles in aquatic ecology.

The health of the water is tied to the land.

Salmon are a species that connect the water and the land.

Shorelines are dynamic—beachbuilding and erosion are natural processes.

A crooked path from the hillside to the sea—backdune wetlands are an important link in the water cycle.
Hidden habitats—Dbackdune wetlands are a little-known, but unique and important habitat type.

Just a stop on the way—shorebird habitat for resident vs. migratory species.

Unwelcome visitors—spartina and green crabs are changing the region’s estuaries.
P g ging g

Lifeways at the Waters’ Edge
The interaction between the peoples and natural resources of the SR 105 Corridor

Ties between people and the land have shaped both cultures and ecosystems.

Wood, especially cedar, has been an essential material for housing and tools.

Seasonal migrations of salmon species have set the tempo for people’s life here for thousands of years.
From gathering to farming, oyster harvesting has changed through time, but has always been an important
part of life here.

Understanding of natural processes has changed through time, and ideas about resource management have
also changed.

Natural resources are the foundation of the region’s economy. Stewardship of these resources is necessary
to maintain the region’s ecological and economic health.

Cranberry harvest, like many other corridor resources, began as subsistence collection of a native resource,
and has gone through a series of transformations.

Clamming has changed from an important economic sector along the coast to a recreational activity, but it
remains a central part of coastal culture.

The region’s setting at the mouths of Grays Harbor and Willapa Bay has made it a center for maritime-
related activity—from lighthouses to lifesaving.

Salmon fishing has moved from harvest to hatcheries to watershed restoration.




Corri(lor Enhancements for Interpretation

Museums and Interpretive Centers

Interpretive Brochures

Museums and interpretive centers are
important interpretive facilities in the
region that tell stories in depth. They are
also parts of their community, helping
to maintain and promote regional
heritage. Along SR 105 there are several
existing interpretive facilities including
the Westport Maritime Museum and the
Willapa Seaport Museum in Raymond.
Obrtaining capital and operational
tunding for interpretive centers is usually
an ongoing challenge.

Interpretive Kiosks or Signs

Kiosks and signs are useful ways to
present information for a variety of
settings. One advantage of signs and
kiosks is the fixed presence to remind
users of the value of the resource.
Disadvantages to interpretive signs can
include maintenance and vandalism
problems and a lack of flexibility to

change the interpretive message.

Brochures can be designed to interpret
different types of resources, from the
entire corridor to an individual trail.
For SR 108, a region-wide brochure
could help to reinforce the identity of
the corridor. Advantages of brochures
include low cost and the ability to
interpret topics that aren't represented
well by individual sites.

=

A carved totem is featurea’ in an interpretive site

developed by the Jamestown S’Klallam.
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Teﬂing the Stories of the
Region

SR 105 Interpretive Map &
Brochure / Tape

Location: Entire corridor
Description: A corridor-wide
interpretive brochure providing
an overall picture of the
corridor and its natural and
cultural heritage.

Interpretive Themes: All

Aberdeen Landing and the
Grays Harbor Historical
Seaport

Description: Interpretation
either interior or exterior to the
Aberdeen Landing Visitor
information Center.
Interpretive Themes: Lifeways
& History

Supporting Stories: Grays
Harbor maritime industry,
Lady Washington and Grays
Harbor Historical Seaport.

Aberdeen Sports Park— See
also under “Waters’ Edge Way of
Life” p25

Description: Interpretive panels
integrated into visitor informa-
tion kiosk.

Interpretive Themes: History,
Lifeways

Supporting Stories: Railroad
development, historic recre-
ation, Historic Aberdeen and
Markham industrial develop-

ment.

Grays Harbor Viewpoints—
See also under “]Vlaking Visitors
Welcome,” p.32

Description: Interpretive signs
at proposed viewpoint
Interpretive Themes:
Lifeways, natural history
Supporting Stories: Grays
Harbor salmon natural history,
fish weir technology developed
by Native Americans and
adopted by non-native settlers.

Johns River Watchable Wild-
life Site—See also under “Waters’
Edge Way of Life)” p.25
Description: Interpretive panel
at the existing Watchable
Wildlife Area. Potential for
self-guided land and water
interpretive trails with pam-
phlet.

Interpretive Themes: Natural
History, lifeways

Supporting Stories: Manage-
ment of the John's River
Wildlife area for waterfowl
habitat.

Bottle Beach State Park—See
also under “Waters’ Edge Way of
Life) p25

Description: Interpretive signs
at improved parking lot, site-
specific interpretive pamphlet.
Interpretive Themes: Natural
History

Supporting Stories: Shorebird
species and life history, erosion
and shoreline processes, inter-

tidal habitat.

Bay City Tourist Information
Kiosk—See also under “Making
Visitors Welcome,” p.32
Description: Interpretive signs
developed along with visitor
information kiosk
Interpretive Themes: History,
Lifeways, Elk River NRCA
Supporting Stories: Bay City
Whaling Station

Elk Watching Pullout at South
Bay— See also under “Making
Visitors Welcome,” p.32
Description: Interpretive panel
at a new wayside overlooking
South Bay.

Interpretive Themes: Natural
History, Lifeways

Supporting Stories: Elk natural
history and seasonal migration,

living with elk

I10.

II.

Westport Maritime History
Trail—See also under “Waters’
Edge Way of Life” p.25
Description: Pamphlet to
support walking tour, sup-
ported by interpretive signs at
selected sites.

Interpretive Themes: History,
Lifeways

Supporting Stories: History
of habitation of Point
Chehalis, from Native Ameri-
can village and trading center
to modern-day Westport.
History of Fort Chehalis.
Coastal navigation, shipwrecks

and lighthouses.

Westport Viewing T