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The Port of Lake Charles is located in Lake Charles, Louisiana, along the Calcasieu Ship Channel, which connects the 
Gulf of Mexico to Lake Charles (a distance of 36 miles). The port is governed by a five-member Lake Charles 
Harbor and Terminal District Board of Commissioners.

The port has four terminals (below) and a privately operated grain terminal within the port complex:
  •  Bulk Terminal Number 1 handles dry bulk commodities including petroleum coke and grain. 
  •  City Docks primarily handles break-bulk cargo, including bagged flour and rice, lumber and logs. 
  •  Automated Terminal, located at City Docks, handles a variety of cargo and has warehousing facilities. 
  •  Inbound Aggregate Terminal handles inbound limestone and other aggregates. 

The port also owns and operates two industrial parks and owns leasable sites along the Calcasieu Ship Channel. In 
addition to these terminals, multiple private terminals within the port district handle liquid bulk especially petroleum 
products like fuel oil and gasoline. 

City Docks has access to Class I rail service via a short-line railroad.

North of Sabine Lake, the Sabine River forms the border between Texas and Louisiana.

PORT OF LAKE CHARLES
Louisiana Port list:

Gulf Coast & Mississippi River

Port vicinity map illustrates area facilities. Bridge air drafts may limit vessel traffic.

Port overview

TonnageContainer Dry bulk



lake charles

Total tonnage
(Millions of short tons)

Total (domestic & foreign)

•   Domestic

•   Foreign

▫   Imports

▫   Exports

label n la-
C C-
D D-
G G-
Li L-
K K-
A A-

9.9  2.5%

Commodities

29.5  0.7%

19.5  -0.2%

56.0  -1.1%

26.6  -3.1%

PORT OF LAKE CHARLES (CONTINUED)

THROUGHPUT
Cargo

2016 2015 - 2016 2014 - 2016 total tonnage

 -  10.0  20.0  30.0  40.0  50.0  60.0

2016

2015

2014

(Millions of short tons)

Crude Petroleum: 23 (40.8%)

Diesel & Fuel Oil: 9 (15.5%)
Gasoline: 5 (9.8%)

Limestone: 3 (6.0%)

Kerosene: 3 (5.5%)

All other: 13 (22.6%)

Tonnage Millions of short tons (percent of total)



lalake charles

By vessel type

Total vessel calls

Container vessel

Average TEU per container vessel

Dry bulk vessel

Dry bulk barge

Other freight vessel

Other freight barge

Authorized channel depth (ft) Maximum depth of approach channel (ft)

NOTES: Vessel call numbers might not add to 100% due to rounding. “N/A” designates a metric that does not apply for this 
port. 

SOURCES: Port Overview/Terminals—Port of Lake Charles website, available at http://www.portlc.com/, including terminal 
websites accessed through the main port website, as of November 2017. 

CAPACITY
Non-container terminals

The Port of Lake Charles complex includes the following terminals: Bulk Terminal Number 1, City Docks, Automated 
Terminal, Inbound Aggregate, and multiple private terminals.

Channel depth

42.0 42.0

670  -4.8%

5,873  -3.0%

1,010  17.0%

Average dry bulk tonnage (short 
tons) per non-dry bulk vessel 1,882

152  1.7%

Average dry bulk tonnage (short 
tons) per dry bulk vessel 35,258

1 N/A

N/A N/A

7,705  -0.8%

PORT OF LAKE CHARLES (CONTINUED)

THROUGHPUT
Vessel calls 2016 2015 - 2016

2%
13%

9%

76%

% of total vessel calls
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