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The Port of Corpus Christi is located in Corpus Christi Bay, along the coast of the Gulf of Mexico south of San 
Antonio, Texas. The port serves as a hub between barges moving on inland waterways and oceangoing vessels from 
the Gulf of Mexico. The port is governed by a seven-member Board of Commissioners for the Port of Corpus Christi 
Authority (PCCA).

  •  Northside and Southside Terminals handle break-bulk, Ro/Ro, heavy-lift, and project cargoes. 
  •  Dry Bulk Terminal handles commodities such as iron ore, limestone, coal, and steel. Several standalone 
     cargo docks handle other general cargoes. 
  •  The port also has more than 10 public petroleum terminals that move large quantities of crude oil and 
     petroleum products by ship and barge. Private companies operate over 15 additional oil docks handling a 
     range of petroleum and petrochemical products. 

Both the Northside and Southside Terminals have access to short-line rail service, with connections to three Class I rail 
lines.

Port Updates:
In September 2017, in coordination with USACE, PCCA began work to widen the port’s shipping channel to 530 feet 
and deepen it to 54 feet. Other improvements ongoing in 2017 included construction of two new petroleum docks. 

PORT OF CORPUS CHRISTI
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Port vicinity map illustrates area facilities. Bridge air drafts may limit vessel traffic.

Port overview
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corpus christi

Total tonnage
(Millions of short tons)

Total (domestic & foreign)

•   Domestic

•   Foreign

▫   Imports

▫   Exports

Dry bulk tonnage
(Millions of short tons)

Total (domestic & foreign)

•   Domestic

•   Foreign

▫   Imports

▫   Exports 6.1  8.2%

10.3  -5.7%

4.2  -20.4%

10.7  -8.2%

0.4  -45.1%

2014 - 2016 dry bulk tonnage

49.4  9.1%

23.4  -8.3%

26.1  31.5%

2016 2015 - 2016

82.0  -4.3%

32.6  -19.4%

PORT OF CORPUS CHRISTI (CONTINUED)

THROUGHPUT
Cargo
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By vessel type

Total vessel calls

Container vessel

Average TEU per container vessel

Dry bulk vessel

Dry bulk barge

Other freight vessel

Other freight barge

Average dry bulk tonnage (short 
tons) per non-dry bulk vessel 2,905

1,275  -3.6%

4,752  -8.5%

Average dry bulk tonnage (short 
tons) per dry bulk vessel 44,779

139  -54.4%

N/A N/A

229  1.3%

6,395  -9.3%

0 N/A

PORT OF CORPUS CHRISTI (CONTINUED)

THROUGHPUT
Commodities

Vessel calls 2016 2015 - 2016

Crude Petroleum: 34 (41.5%)

Diesel & Fuel Oil: 11 (13.5%)
Gasoline: 7 (8.5%)

Naphtha & Solvents: 4 (4.6%)

Fuel Oil: 3 (4.0%)

All other: 23
(28.0%)

4% 2%

20%

74%

% of total vessel calls

Tonnage Millions of short tons (percent of total)



corpus christi

Authorized channel depth (ft) Maximum depth of approach channel (ft)

NOTES: Capacity information verified by port per AAPA communication. “N/A” designates a metric that does not apply for this 
port. Vessel call numbers might not add to 100% due to rounding.

SOURCES: Port Overview/Terminals—Port of Corpus Christi website, available at http://portofcc.com/, including terminal 
websites accessed through the main port website, as of November 2017.

PORT OF CORPUS CHRISTI (CONTINUED)

CAPACITY
Non-container terminals

The Port of Corpus Christi complex includes the following terminals: Dry Bulk Terminal - Docks 1 & 2, Oil Docks 1-12, 
15; Northside General Cargo Terminal: Docks 9, 10, 12; Southside General Cargo Terminal: Docks 8, 14, 15; and 
multiple private bulk terminals.

Channel depth

52.0 47.0


