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The Port of Port Arthur is located 19 miles from the Gulf of Mexico, on Lake Sabine in southeastern Texas. It is 
located at the approximate midpoint of the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway, which stretches from St. Marks, Florida, to 
Brownsville, Texas. A five-member board of commissioners oversees the port.

The port has one public terminal that handles break-bulk and dry bulk cargoes; facilities also include a dedicated 
Ro/Ro area. The port’s primary cargoes handled include petroleum products, chemical products (e.g., metallic salts, 
naphtha), and forest products such as lumber and wood pellets.

The port has access to one Class I rail service and to barge services on inland waterways and the Gulf Intracoastal 
Waterway.

PORT OF PORT ARTHUR
Texas Port list:

Gulf Coast & Mississippi River

Port vicinity map illustrates area facilities.

Port overview
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PORT ARTHUR

Total tonnage
(Millions of short tons)

Total (domestic & foreign)

•   Domestic

•   Foreign

▫   Imports

▫   Exports

label n la-
D D-
C C-
P P-
G G-
M M-
A A-

17.5  0.1%

Commodities

26.5  1.6%

9.0  4.8%

35.2  -1.6%

8.7  -10.5%

PORT OF PORT ARTHUR (CONTINUED)

THROUGHPUT
Cargo

2016 2015 - 2016 2014 - 2016 total tonnage

 -  10.0  20.0  30.0  40.0

2016

2015

2014

(Millions of short tons)

Diesel & Fuel Oil: 13 (36.3%)

Crude Petroleum: 7 (19.9%)

Petroleum Coke: 6 (16.3%)

Gasoline: 2 (7.0%)

Metallic Salts: 1 (4.2%)

All other: 6
(16.3%)

Tonnage Millions of short tons (percent of total)



PORT ARTHUR

By vessel type

Total vessel calls

Container vessel

Average TEU per container vessel

Dry bulk vessel

Dry bulk barge

Other freight vessel

Other freight barge

Authorized channel depth (ft) Maximum depth of approach channel (ft)

NOTES: N/A designates a metric that does not apply for this port. Vessel call numbers might not add to 100% due to rounding.

SOURCES: Port Overview/Terminals—Port of Port Arthur website, available at https://portpa.com, including terminal websites 
accessed through the main port website, as of November 2017. 

CAPACITY
Non-container terminals

The Port of Port Arthur complex includes the following terminals: Port Arthur International Public Port.

Channel depth

42.0 42.0

585  3.3%

2,461  1.6%

224  33.4%

Average dry bulk tonnage (short 
tons) per non-dry bulk vessel 1,880

135  -20.9%

Average dry bulk tonnage (short 
tons) per dry bulk vessel 42,614

0 N/A

N/A N/A

3,404  2.3%

PORT OF PORT ARTHUR (CONTINUED)

THROUGHPUT
Vessel calls 2016 2015 - 2016

4%
7%

17%

72%

% of total vessel calls
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