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Abstract 
 The National Transportation Library (NTL) is an all-digital repository of transportation knowledge that falls 
under federal mandates to “serve as a central clearinghouse for transportation data and information of the 
Federal Government”1 as well as “use best practices in digital preservation and search to optimize archiving, 
dissemination, and search features which will ensure long-term stewardship of the results of federally-funded 
research.”2 

In line with these governing legislation, NTL has committed to maintaining a trustworthy repository that can 
reliably provide long-term public access to its holdings. This poster documents NTL’s process of planning for a 
self-assessment and peer review of ROSA P against the 16 Core Requirements of Repository Trustworthiness set 
forth by the CoreTrustSeal.3 A primary component of this process was gathering policy, procedural, and planning 
documentation to serve as potential evidence of NTL’s trustworthiness. Engaging in this task allowed NTL to 
identify gaps in documentation, which not only benefits the trustworthiness assessment, but more generally, 
provides NTL with knowledge management guidance by identifying undocumented workflows and tacit 
knowledge that will need to be captured in the near future.  

 

 
1. National Transportation Library, “About the National Transportation Library,” National Transportation Library, accessed July 24, 2017, https://

ntl.bts.gov/about_ntl.html  

2. U.S. Department of Transportation, “Official DOT Public Access Plan v1.1,” Transportation.gov, accessed July 24, 2017, https://
www.transportation.gov/mission/open/official-dot-public-access-plan-v11 

3. Since Summer 2017, Data Seal of Approval, along with the ICSU World Data System, has been brought under a new certification organization, 
CoreTrustSeal, https://www.coretrustseal.org/. The 16 requirements can now be found here: https://www.coretrustseal.org/wp-content/
uploads/2017/01/Core_Trustworthy_Data_Repositories_Requirements_01_00.pdf 
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R1. The repository has an explicit mission to provide access to and preserve data in its 

domain. 

R2. The repository maintains all applicable licenses covering data access and use and 

monitors compliance. 

R3. The repository has a continuity plan to ensure ongoing access to and preservation of its 

holdings. 

R4. The repository ensures, to the extent possible, that data are created, curated, accessed, 

and used in compliance with disciplinary and ethical norms. 

R5. The repository has adequate funding and sufficient numbers of qualified staff managed 

through a clear system of governance to effectively carry out the mission. 

R6. The repository adopts mechanism(s) to secure ongoing expert guidance and feedback 

(either in-house, or external, including scientific guidance, if relevant). 

R7. The repository guarantees the integrity and authenticity of the data. 

R8. The repository accepts data and metadata based on defined criteria to ensure 

relevance and understandability for data users. 
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storage of the data. 

R10. The repository assumes responsibility for long-term preservation and manages this 

function in a planned and documented way. 

R11. The repository has appropriate expertise to address technical data and metadata 
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related evaluations.  

R12. Archiving takes place according to defined workflows from ingest to dissemination. 

R13. The repository enables users to discover the data and refer to them in a persistent way 

through proper citation. 

R14. The repository enables reuse of the data over time, ensuring that appropriate 

metadata are available to support the understanding and use of the data. 

R15. The repository functions on well-supported operating systems and other core 

infrastructural software and is using hardware and software technologies appropriate to 

the services it provides to its Designated Community. 

R16. The technical infrastructure of the repository provides for protection of the facility and 

its data, products, services, and users. 
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