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Northwest Airlines' Flaght 5427, a DC-4, NC-83785, en route from
Iirneapolis, Mirnesota, to Tohyo, Japan, crashed and burned about 30 miles
northwest of ddmonton, Canada, (}ctober 27, 1948, with resultant death to
the captein and flight cngineer., The first officer, radio coperator, and
ravigator were seriously injured and the alrcraft was destroyed by impact
and subsequent fire.

Flight 6427 had departed Minneapolis at 1002¥ST ana arrived at
Bmonton at 1530 on the first ileg of a special cargo trip to Tokyo. The
aircraft was serviced, and at 1632 a takeoff was macde for Anchorage, Alaska,
on an IFR flaght plan, On board were Caphtain Benjamin W. Chrastian, First
Officer Harry G. Upham, Flight fAigineer denry Kryzak, ravigator Harold N,
Learned, and Radio Operator Nicholas Tangredi. With ihe exception of
¥r, Tangredz, who came with the flight from Minneapclis, all crew members
boarded the airplane at Edmonton. The total takeoff weizht was 68,917
pounds, which was well within the allowable maxamum of 70,500 pounds, HNo
passengers were carried. Ceiling and visibility were unlimited,

First Offacer Upham made the takeoff, ard chortly after the airplane
became airborne Captain Chrastian cut the left outboard sngine and feathered
the propellier, creating a simlated engine failure on taxeoff., The purpose

was to instruct the first officer in emergency procedures, The airplane

#411 times referred to herein are Mountain Standsard and based on the 2i-hour
clock.,
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climbed very slowly and, veering slightly to the léft, passed over the
center of Edmonton at an altitude of 40C to 500 feet. Then the flight
turned to the right approximately 180 degrees to get on course toward
Anchorage, This brought 1t back over town and Captain Christian unfeatherel
the propeller. Power was restored to left outbeard engine and the airplan
continued to climb., During this interval the tower asked the crew if they
nad taken off on three engines and received a negative reply.

5t 16L5 Trans-Canada Airlines Communications received the following
message from Flight 6427, "We were off at 32, cruising 7000 at LL, esti-
mating Whitecourt at 02, out (from the ramp) at 22." No 1ndlcatloﬁkof
trouble was given and nc further messages were received from the flighs,
Mthough this message i1ndicates the flaght had reached i1ts assigned
cruising altitude of 7000 feet MSL, ail evidence points to ithe fact that
1t was never above 3000 feet MSL (700 fsel above the terrain),

Survaiving crew members stated that after reaching an altitude of
approximately 700 feet above the terrain, Captain Christian feathered the
propellers of both lefi engines and continued to instruct First Officer
Uphaé 1n emergency procedures, Shortly after this, the crew began to
realize that the airplance was getting dangerously low over a woodad area
arl rising terrain and that the situation was rapidly developing into an
actual emergency. The captain took over the controls and attempted to
restart the left engines, Howsver, before sufficient power could be re-
stored the airplane began striking the tree tops. It crashed and burned
several hundred teet beyond the point of init:al contact with the irees,

Investigation disclosed no evidance of mechanical failure or mal-

funetaoning of the aircraft or engines and, according to survaving crew
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members, the only irregularaty during the flight waz the intentional cutting
of the left engines, Accorawng to Northwest airlines, this flight, whale
nct subject to scneduled air carrier rules, was tc be operated in & manner
sular to their scheduled flights operating over the same route. A company
representative stated thal horthwest has at no taime authorized Lhe practicing
of energency procedures while the airplane is at a low altitude over a
eangested ersa, or the fealhering of prepellers 1mmediately after takcoff,
sumlated emergency procedarss arce perrassible only dnring pilot checks and
traming flzghts,

The avrplans, carrier, aud crew were properly certificated for the
flight anvolved. Captoain Chraistian held an airliane pilot certaficate and
had flown approxamately S114 hours, of wnarcn apout 1659 had been on DC=4
equipnent, Fairst Officor Uphem held a pilet certificate with commercial
ard 1nstrument rztings, e hed 1lown approamately 2006 hours, of wnich
106 were 1n DC-4 coulpmenti.

Tne 3oerd deterranes that the probabls cause ¢f the accident was the
gaptein’s action 1n undertaking simulated e-srgency procedures at a danger-
msly low altitude.
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