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Acecident Investigation Rzport Concerning
An Aircraflt Accadent at Sall Lake Cltj, Utah
August 26, 1546 ¢
The Accident .
in air collision between a srall civilien training plane and a lavy

I1grter at the Salt lake City Municipal Airport #1 on August 26, 1946,
resulted fatally to Studont Filot Leverett H. Nugent of Salt Leke City.
His Taylorcraft, NC 39152, owned oy Thompson Flying Service, was demolished.

The Navy prlot, Comrander Richard L. Fowler, was wnanjured and his plane,

an F8F-1 Grurman, 794807, wams damaged bul slightly.
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Investigation

flugent, a student 'oth about 12 solo nours, was praiciicing solo taite-
offs and landings., Me was not equirned vath a peracuute., Commander Fovler
had flown about 4000 nours including compat in tne Paczfic, at the time
he was leadlng a formation of four Navy eingle-seat airscraft fronm Denver
to San Diegon. The formation circled tne Salt Lake Aarport until permission
tn land was obtained whereupon 1t broke up and Conmander fowler entered
the traffic pailtern, I[fugeat 'as fiying south on the downwind leg of the
traffic patlern aand Foulsr was flyins apuroximately scathwest. Collision
oceurred at an altitide of about 500 fect at a point aporoxamately 13

mles northwest ol the cenver of thie sirport. Tre Tuylercraft spun to the

#* In coaneclion with the imvestigation a hearing was held at Salt Lake
City, Utah, on Seplomter O, 1946,
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ground witrle the Grumman was landed normally on the field,

The Grumman was the overtaking aircraft. Impact was between the
bottom of the Grumman's fuselage and the Taylorcraft's left wing and
propeller whilse the two planes were on coursss converglng about 45°,

At the time (about 5:46 P.M,) the Grumman was headed toward a bright,
low sun.

The control tower operator did not see the cellision or the two
planes 1n close proxiraity. He did see the Taylorcraft spinning after
the collisien,

“leather conditions vere good and apparently not contributory to tae
collision except for possible impairment of the Navy pilot's vision by
the sun. He testified that he did not sez the other plane prior to the
collision and that his first «nowledge thereor was when she felt a slight
;olt and heard an unusual noise,

Probable Cause

The probable cause of this accident was failure of the pilot of ihe
overtaking Navy plane to observe and avoid the Taylorcraft. A contrihuting
factor was rmpairment of vision of the Navy pilot due to sun glare,
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